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Dear Member,

Going by the regional reports | received, it would appear that many of us did have a reasonable summer, despite
the protracted lockdown and ongoing restrictions. This issue is a little thinner, but | hope it will give you a good read
and some enjoyment. A big ‘thank you’ to all who made the effort.

Like many of you, we were very late launching Aleria this season. We did have a few short, but enjoyable cruises
in our local waters. We were also very excited to see large pods of basking shark on the way home from Kilrush.
Apparently, these were mating pods, which have not been seen off the Irish coasts for many years. Just like last
summer, | spent many days out in our small motor launch Moytura fishing for lobster, crab, and prawns. Yes,
with the increased time out on the water, my fishing has slowly evolved into catching. Nothing that will affect the
livlihood of my fisherman friends, but it feels good to bring home dinner now and again.

Wishing you all fair winds, good health, and happiness this autumn and winter. “Spring is just around the corner”.

Alex Blackwell, Editor
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Commodore’s Letter

By David Beattie

Greetings from a very wet and soggy Irish midlands! Thankfully, we seem
to have turned a corner in dealing with the Covid pandemic and the first
stirrings of normality can be seen. Let us hope it is not a false dawn!

Aoife and | were delighted to be able to attend the barbecue organized by
John Clementson at Newtownards Sailing Club on 28th May. We were kindly
hosted on Ballyclaire by Viv and Derek White. It was marvelous to meet old
friends in person and to begin to believe that we might revert to at least some
of our old ways. The event was a great success.

Then in July Seamus O’Connor held a most enjoyable week-long rally in Bantry Bay culminating in an around
Whiddy race and a supper on the island. I’'m afraid that | only made it down for the supper, flying solo, but it was a
great occasion and especially good to see that Muglins and Conundrum had come from the East coast.

Finally, Aoife and | joined Alan and Helen Markey aboard Altaria for the Northern Rally at Quoile Yacht Club. Seven
boats made the passage up from Dublin and joined twenty Northern ones. As always, the hospitality was splendid.
We were able to meet old friends and make new ones. This was a hugely successful event. O ur thanks to Derek
and Viv White, and Joanne Magowan and her team at Quoile for making it so.

As | write, our planned first face to face committee meeting since the 2020 AGM remains in some doubt because
of the recent resurgence in Covid infections, especially in Northern Ireland, but let us hope that we can meet in
person. The full programme of Christmas lunches and the Southern dinner is scheduled to take place this year
starting with lunch for the West in Kinvara on 27th November (see inset on page 6). The full diary can be found on
the website. It is of course all subject to the prevailing rules at the time.

In the meantime, the serious day to day business of the Club has continued. Norman Kean and Geraldine work
ceaselessly on the Sailing Directions, keeping the databases up to date. Norman has also made a significant
contribution to the new Coastal Atlas of Ireland (Cork University Press 2021). It includes quite a number of our
photographs and an excellent chapter penned by Norman. John Clementson, as well as running a barbecue, keeps
the website and our Facebook page up to scratch. Alex Blackwell has done sterling work, with relatively meagre
resources of content because of our curtailed season, in producing another excellent Newsletter. Ed Wheeler and
the publications team are having a good year with excellent sales of the Sailing Directions, while Maire Breathnach
is in full flight working on this year’s annual. Don’t forget to write a contribution.

| know some members managed to get out to their boats based overseas, in most cases for the first time in 18
months. Well done for navigating the myriad of conflicting regulations and guidelines whilst staying safe! In our
case, I'm afraid ReeSpray hasn’'t shown her face this year and won’t until 2022. However, we did manage to sail
from time to time on the lake.

Next year we should be due to hold a major rally. However, the continued uncertainty exerted by the pandemic
makes it difficult to justify making the financial commitments required to tie down detailed arrangements outside
Ireland for the large numbers typically attracted to participate in our major events. As a result, the feeling is that
we should stick to venues nearer home for our main event. To that end, we are planning a two week visit to the
west coast centred on Clew Bay/Inishbofin for five days followed by a similar period in Galway Bay and its environs.
Further information on this plan, on next year’s regional rallies, and any events further afield will issue shortly.

Next March we are scheduled to hold our annual dinner in the Northern Region. The scope of that event will
inevitably be somewhat restricted because of pandemic concerns. Derek White is leading the charge in this regard
and will release information when we are able to crystalise our arrangements.

| hope that you have been able to make the best of things this year and have gotten afloat somehow. We should
look forward to next year and with luck a return to normal service, adventures, sociability, and just old-fashioned
camaraderie.

Best wishes for a safe and healthy winter season. | hope to meet you soon.

D%Vit( Beattie, Commodore
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Notes from the North

by Maeve Bell

We were blessed with glorious weather for both our
rallies this summer. The first was in June and was
organised by John Clementson at Newtownards Sailing
Club. The second at Quoile Yacht Club in Strangford
Lough on the 28th of August. Both featured BBQs and
al fresco dining given the year that was in it.

About 50 members and friends joined the members of
Newtownards Sailing Club for an excellent social event
organised by John Clementson; in full compliance with
the restrictions which were still in place. As it was a first
outing for many, the majority came by car with just five
boats attending.

By late August members were into the swing of sailing
again. According to our Vice Commodore and chief
organiser Derek White there were 30 ICC yachts
alongside the club pontoon at one stage. Boats arrived
throughout the day and the craic got going immediately
as members made up for the months of comparative
social isolation. Our Commodore David Beattie
accompanied by Aoife arrived on Altaria having hitched
a lift with Alan and Helen Markey from Howth. Theirs
was one of no fewer than seven yachts from Eastern
region to join us. Three past Commodores also arrived
by sea - Michael McKee ensured that proper order
was kept on Ed Wheeler's Witchcraft while Peter and
Evie Ronaldson and Stanton and Pat Adair made the
passage from Belfast Lough on Seascape of Down and
Grand Cru respectively. The evening’s festivities kicked
off when the Commodore hosted a reception, following
which some 120 members and guests enjoyed the
BBQ superbly organized by Heather Crawford and her
team. As the evening wore on, John Ahern, who had
accompanied Sean McCormack on Marie Claire Il, led
the singsong complete with specially produced song
sheets. Frank Smyth was persuaded to deliver his by-
now famous recitation of The Diagonal Steam Trap (a
poem by Crawford Howard).

The praise and
compliments as to
welcome and
hospitality that have
come back to Derek
from the members
who attended have
been unanimous. We
would all like to convey
our sincere thanks
for the effort that was
put into the event to
the QYC Commodore
Joanne Magowan and
her team and hope

Maurice Butler’s daughter
Caroline Villar and their dog
Purdy on the paddle board in the
Barlogue
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that Joanne as a new member enjoyed her first ICC
event.

It was immediately apparent that members had got
afloat and gone cruising as soon as government
restrictions allowed. While many had headed to the
tried and trusted west coast of Scotland, Maurice Butler
bucked the trend by heading south. He and his daughter
Caroline took Leemara of Howth to Kinsale where they
were joined by her husband, two children and the
dog, Purdy. They enjoyed wonderful summer weather
between Kinsale and Crookhaven, although Maurice
complained that the mainsail was unused due to lack
of wind. However, the plus side of the light air was that
conditions were perfect developing their skills on the

y

sun on board Wild Otter

Sheltering from the

paddle board. After an excellent family cruise, Robin
and John McKelvey joined Maurice for a further spell on
the south coast before making the journey home.

Ed Wheeler also turned right on exiting the Lough and
made a five and a half week circumnavigation of Ireland
during which he thoroughly enjoyed the brilliant weather
on the south coast.

Frank and Muriel Smyth made two trips to Scotland.
The first was early in the summer to Rathlin, Islay, and
Gigha with their teenage granddaughters. Frank was
delighted to have such an able female crew to run the
ship as he was still in recovery from a hip replacement
less than three months earlier. Bravo Frank! Later in the
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year, Frank returned to Scotland calling at Tayvallich, en
route for the Clyde Cruising Club Mussel Festival in Loch
Spelve on Mull. Otter Bay, complete with her new vane
steering, spent the end of August and early September
in Strangford Lough.

Mussels are clearly popular as Frank was joined in Loch
Spelve by three other ICC members: Peter Bullick and
Rosie Stevenson in Dorella, Myles and Brenda Lindsay
in Caesium and Oliver Lynas in Tara of Moyle. Myles
and Brenda had a busy season starting with a cruise to
Rathlin and the Clyde in June, a further trip to Mull on
the occasion of the CCC event, a mini cruise when they
attended the rally at the Quoile taking in Portpatrick on
the way, and a final trip to Portpatrick when they were
very glad to use their newly installed AIS as there was
fog in both directions.

Bob and Linda Brown on Serenade enjoyed sailing
amongst Scotland’s western isles in company with
Derek and Viv White on Ballyclaire this summer. Linda,
who is new to Scottish sailing, thought that summertime
in the isles always brought gentle conditions and
long sunny afternoons. They had to remind her that
horizontal rain, gales, and runs for shelter were the
usual fare! Bob continues: “With two well matched and
provisioned boats, the dramatic scenery just slipped
by. The settled conditions offered great views of the
wildlife. Quiet evenings were spent listening to the howls
of nearby seals (complimenting the clinking of ice in
oft-recharged glasses). Porpoises broke the surface of
mirror-like waters almost everywhere. There was drama
too, especially a ‘dog-fight’ between a heron and a sea
eagle over the Sound of Mull. Until you watch these
two large birds together, you cannot fully appreciate
the enormous size of the latter. It largely ignored the
frustrated flapping and manoeuvres of the heron. The
eagle eventually climbed steadily and serenely above
the waters to soar over the nearby hills. The heron,
frustrated and tired, made its way back to the kelp
strewn rocks of Loch Aline. And to cap it all, the return
passage from Gigha brought sightings of Minke whales
in the North Channel.”

ST

July Chambers with
the Paps of :Iura
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Tony and Gina Weston enjoyed the welcoming waters
of the Clyde. Tony summed it up by saying: “Good food,
good company, and good weather. You don’t have to
make huge passages to have a very enjoyable time.”

Peter Williams on Inishtrahull

Julie and Graham Chambers on Big Wig also enjoyed
Scottish waters and made a circumnavigation of the
Sound of Jura in brilliant weather during which Julie
went swimming several times, not a wet suit in sight.

Adrian Spence in El Paradiso ventured further than most
spending a few weeks in the Orkneys before returning
home via the Outer Hebrides.

Meanwhile Peter Williams on Reiver explored our north
coast describing it as “Not a very ambitious cruise as
there was little wind and we didn’t want a motoring
holiday.” While it may not have been ambitious by his
standards, they made a fine circuit leaving Ballycastle
on 10th July and calling at Rathlin, Culdaff, Inishtrahull,
and Portsalon in Lough Swilly. Having reached Tory
Island, they decided to leave the west coast for another
year. So, they headed back east to Portrush before
diverting north, in thick fog, to Port Ellen on Islay and
then up Lough Sween to Tayvallich. Turning for home
they anchored in Sanda, just at the southern tip of the
Mull, a first for Peter after many years in Scottish waters.

Adrian and | were lucky enough to have several weeks
on board Oisin Ban sailing in the Stockholm archipelago
where the weather was, as usual, sunny and warm.
There were several sightings of sea eagles but, as the
experiences of various members demonstrate, this was
undoubtedly the year to have been in home waters.
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The Brian Black Memorial Award
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Sophie Dingwall (centre), winner of the inaugural Brian Black Memorial Award for Marine Environmental Journalism
with (L-R) Theo Stocker, Editor, Yachting Monthly, Sarah Brown, Mike Golding MBE, Gemma Davies, B&G.
Credit Michael Blyth Photography.

| was so happy to announce the winner of the inaugural
Brian Black Memorial Award to a new talent for yacht-
based marine environmental journalism, Sophie
Dingwall, an amazing woman and very well deserved
champion.

We started the Memorial Award hoping to do two
things, honour Mum and Dad’s memory and recognise
and reward new talent. We have achieved both those
things. Reading the articles reminded me of how much
people care. It has given me a renewed feeling of
companionship with fellow environmentalists. Sophie’s
piece stood out to the whole panel. Dad would have
loved her clear communication and beautiful images. |
know the intensity of her writing would have got to Mum
as much as it did to me. There was an array of judges,
including myself and Bob Brown, also a member of ICC,

Upcoming ICC Christmas Meals

e Western Lunch Kinvara 27th November
contact Ray O’'Toole

e Northen Lunch RUYC 4th December
contact Derek White

e Eastern Lunch 10th December NYC
contact Alan Markey

e Southern Dinner RCYC 11th December
contact Ann Lyons

and long term friend of the family, who supported the
whole venture. The backing of Yachting Monthly and
sponsorship by B & G electronics, coupled with support
from ICC, OCC, RHYC, and others has been just brilliant.
Both Mum and Dad would have been so grateful.

Sophie submitted an outstanding article on the litter
crisis facing the people of the San Blas islands in the
Caribbean. This was accompanied by agonising photos
of children surrounded by litter in what should have
been an island paradise. Almost all that litter was from
elsewhere. Sophie is a highly experienced sailor, having
cruised around the UK, Europe, Atlantic, Caribbean,
Hawaii, and Mexico. She has dedicated her life and
career to the water, focusing in recent years on the
environmental impacts affecting the oceans by taking
part in scientific research programmes around the world.
Sophie’s winning article - Polluted Paradise - will feature
in the November 2021 issue of Yachting Monthly.

The Award was presented at the Southampton Boat show
in September. Sophie was presented with her award
- a cash prize of £2,000 and a donation of £1,000 to
Surfers Against Sewage, her charity of choice. She also
received a trophy and a commemorative handmade pen.
I want to thank the lIrish Cruising Club for supporting
this competition in memory of my Mum and Dad. Who
knows, maybe it will inspire ICC members to write about
environmental issues on the oceans?
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Dublin Bay Mini Cruise

by Alan Markey

Covid19 restrictions were lifting as we headed into the
summer, so the East Region Committee were anxious
not to let another season go by without organising any
social activity for members. Once the guidelines were
eased and indoor dining was allowed, the Committee
put together at short notice, a small local rally for the
August Bank Holiday Weekend.

Howth Yacht Club Saturday July 31st

The Vice Commodore and his crew on Ballyclaire were
the first visitors to arrive at Howth Marina on Saturday
afternoon. Next boats to arrive were Concerto and
Cadenza from Dun Laoghaire, with John and Ann
Clementson arriving by road in Faustina Ill. The weather
was a little damp, so we decided to have pre dinner
drinks in the Club rather than on the marina. The dinner
in Howth Yacht Club was excellent and it felt great to
socialise with each other for the first time in nearly 18
months. In the evening we were delighted to welcome
two of our new members, Mike Medcalf and Adrian
Hickson, to the Club.

Dun Laoghaire Sunday August 1st

At noon on Sunday 12 boats left Howth Marina in convoy
and headed for Killiney Bay in beautiful sunshine. In very
light winds we motor sailed across Dublin Bay, around

f Tritsch Tratsch and Altaria

the Muglins and anchored under Sorrento Terrace.
John Bourke and Peter Fernie, on Dear Prudence, were
already anchored there and we were joined by Frank
O’Beirne on Sapphire.

Everyone enjoyed lunch onboard their boats and many
braved the waters swimming between the anchored
boats, catching up with each other and basking in the
wonderful sunshine.

We headed back to Dun Laoighaire via Dalkey Sound
in glorious sunshine just in time for a pre-dinner drink
and a leisurely stroll to the Royal St George Yacht Club
for another excellent meal on the Balcony. Again, it was
great to have the opportunity to meet new members,
Geoff Chadwick, Paul Cassidy, Michael O’Neill, and
their wives, who joined us for the evening. We were also
joined by Peter and Paddy Mullan and Lynn and Laura
Johnston from the North who travelled down by car. Alan
Rountree, having just returned from Galicia, also joined
us for dinner.

Monday 2nd August

The forecast was for heavy rain in the afternoon, so
Ballyclaire and the Howth boats slipped their lines early
in the morning and headed home.

After what seemed like a lifetime of restrictions, the
mini cruise was a very welcome step towards normality.
Everyone enjoyed meeting up in a safe environment in
the immediate vicinity of Dublin Bay.

Join The ICC Facebook Page!

For current news, information, events and some lively discussions

Just search for “Irish Cruising Club” on Facebook, click on the link to the group page and
then click on the "join” link. If you are a member, you will be admitted.
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Spain Creates Exclusion Zone Off Galicia and Andalucia to Avoid Orcas

By Daria Blackwell

Orcas off Portugal

Photo Salvamento Maritimo

Beginning mid-summer of 2020,
reports started flooding in of Orcas
harassing and damaging yachts from
the Straits of Gibraltar to Galicia. Off
A Coruna, a 36-foot British yacht was
disabled during a delivery and had to
be towed back into port with damaged
steering. On the 30th of August, two
yachts - one French, one Spanish -
were attacked near Vigo, the latter
losing a part of its rudder.

Exclusion zone in Northern
Spain established

Shortly thereafter, the Orca lIberica
group www.orcaiberica.org began
tracking the interactions and devised an action plan for
yachts. In September 2020, the government introduced
a No-Sailing Zone off north-western Spain after 29
reports of incidents were filed. The General Directorate
of the Merchant Marine issued a resolution limiting “the
navigation of sailing vessels of less than 15 metres for
a period of one week in the adjacent maritime space
between Cabo Priorino Grande (Ferrol) and Punta de
Estaca de Bares (Ria de Ortigueira).” This was extended
to several weeks’ duration.

Punta oa Estaca
de Bares |
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Note the differences between
dorsal fins of males (rear) and
females (front)

Exclusion Zone in Southern Spain extended
until at least 22 September

In August 2021, an exclusion zone for vessels up to
15 metres (sailing and motor) was established by The
Ministry of Transport, Mobility, and Urban Agenda
(MITMA), through the Maritime Captaincy of Cadiz,
under the Directorate General of the Merchant Marine
(DGMM), off the coast of southern Spain due to the
increase of orca contacts with small vessels. Since the
end of March, more than 56 sailing vessels had reported
interactions with orcas in the vicinity of Barbate,
Andalucia, in SW Spain between Cabo de Trafalgar and
Punta Paloma, sometimes causing loss of rudders; 25
cases required Maritime Rescue for a tow to port.

The zone formed an extension of approximately 2 and
9 miles from the coast to ensure the maritime safety of
sailors and their vessels and to protect marine wildlife.
This stretch of coastline has much yacht traffic with
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vessels passaging north to Portugal and northern Europe
or into the Mediterranean. It is also on the migration
route for orcas that feed on tuna in these waters.

Navigation through the exclusion zone is not allowed
unless entering or leaving harbour/anchorage and
passage through the exclusion zone must be done as
quickly as possible under motor only. Only mechanical
propulsion should be used within the restricted area
and all other vessels are asked to refrain from cetacean
watching activities. Anchoring is not allowed in non-
marked areas between the exclusion zone and the coast
of Spain. Other types of vessels also face limitations as
described in the official notice.

What to do if you encounter orcas off the Iberian
Coast

If any vessel has an unexpected encounter with orcas,
it is recommended to stop the engine, lower the sails,
refrain from steering (if possible), turn off the depth
sounder, and prevent people from looking over the
sides of the boat. Salvamento Maritimo’s current advice
is to stay close to shore in shallow waters (1-3 miles
offshore) under power rather than sail. Report any
incident to MRCC Tarifa on VHF Ch. 10/16.

Over the past two years, numerous, often violent,
interactions between whales and yachts have been
reported along the coasts of Spain and Portugal to the
Straits of Gibraltar. At first, it seemed that the whales
were just playing with the boats. But soon it became
evident that something else was going on. Whales in
pods were ramming the rudders of yachts, sailboats
in particular, and spinning the boats around by 180
degrees. In some cases, they were breaking or biting
the rudder blades. An account of an encounter with 20-
30 whales at one time was posted by a British crew.

The Orcinus orca Strait of Gibraltar subpopulation has
been listed as critically endangered by the IUCN because
its main source of prey, the endangered bluefin tuna,
has declined by over 51% over the last 39 years. https://
www.iucnredlist.org/species/132948040/132949669

When the tuna population crashed, so did the orca.
When tuna quotas were slashed, both species began
to recover. About 60 whales are resident in these
waters, up from just 39 in 2011. Nevertheless, the orca
remains an endangered species. It is feared that these
reports may cause people to retaliate, which could be
devastating for the whales. It’s important to note that no
humans have been injured in these interactions.

Some of these animals have had previous encounters
with vessels and bear scars from their encounters. This
has caused speculation about the whales’ behaviour.
Some sailors even reported that the interactions

seemed coordinated and orchestrated. They've recently
started interacting with fishing vessels and have learned
to ‘steal’ fish from long lines.

Scientists are now part of a group carrying out an
informal investigation into the strange and potentially
dangerous behaviour. They think the main culprits are
just rambunctious young males playing games that are
getting rougher and rougher. They have asked for anyone
interacting with these orcas to take photos, particularly
of their dorsal fins, so the whales can be identified and
tracked.

If you find yourself in an encounter with whales, The
Atlantic Orca Working Group (www.orcaiberica.org) has
issued a safety protocol for such interactions:

e Stop the boat

e Contact the authorities

¢ Take your hands off the wheel

¢ Do not yell, touch, or throw anything at them

* Take photos or video recordings

* After some time, check to see that the rudder moves
properly

e |f there’s a problem, request a tow

* Reportthe name of the boat, date, time, and position

In addition, Orca lberica has a map of interactions.
Consider avoiding the areas where the interactions
have been reported. If you do experience an encounter,
please report it to the Atlantic Orca Working Group via
email to gt.orcas.ibericas@gmail.com.

Noonsite is posting regular updates and members
of the Med Sailing Facebook page are sharing ideas,
including the formation of convoys. A Facebook
page dedicated to reporting of interactions with
orcas off the Iberian Peninsula and further afield
has been established (https://www.facebook.com/
groups/435540734439160)
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Who Hit These?

by Norman Kean

The study of names - whether of people, places, or
anything else - is given the high-flown title of onomastics.
As for me, | have come to have a fascination with the
names of navigational hazards, and in particular, those
that may be named after people and ships. There are
the famous ones, of course, such as Bruiser Rock, in
Connemara, which almost certainly does not exist and
is rumoured to be named after Her Majesty’s Ship
Bruiser, a survey vessel of the eminent 19th-century
hydrographer Commander A.G.Edye. Apparently Edye
charted Dinish Shoals one day and hit them the next, a
career-altering event in the Royal Navy. So, he marked an
uncharted rock and reported that was the one he’d hit.
Edye is personally commemorated with two Edye Rocks,
which definitely do exist, and his colleague Richard
Hoskyn, Master RN, has several named after him, plus
the Hoskyn Channel in Carlingford Lough and Hoskyn’s
Shoal in Strangford Lough. Hoskyn was also the author
of the first Admiralty Pilot for Ireland, in 1869.

Tom’s Anchor (dries 1.6m),
SW of Crump Island, near Renvyle
Other hazards around Ireland that seem to be named
after ships might possibly include Imogene Rock, north
of Dundalk, Cosmopoliet Rock at Baltimore, Amsterdam
Reef near Crookhaven, Walter Scott Rock, Hornet Rock,
in Berehaven, and Manister Rock near Killybegs. None
of these names is obviously Gaelic or Norse, but neither
do any of them feature in the database of known Irish
wrecks. Stromboli Rock, in Blasket Sound, curiously
bearing the name of a volcanic Mediterranean island,
was actually named after HMS Stromboli, which hit it in
1827. Saldanha Head in Lough Swilly, oddly Portuguese
in its etymology, is likewise named after an errant
frigate which came to grief there in 1811 with the loss
of all 253 on board. HMS Saldanha got her name from
the British naval victory at the bay of that name in the
Cape Colony in 1796. Her loss led to the construction
of the lighthouse on Fanad Head. Wine Rock, in the
entrance to Clonakilty Harbour, labelled as “Wind Rock”
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From the Chart Table

on the charts, commemorates a wrecked cargo of long
ago. While Cloghna Rock, west of Galley Head, is named
after Cliodhna, Munster’s Glandore-based goddess of
the sea, who had a bit of an edge to her and used her
beauty to lure sailors to their deaths. At least she was
beautiful, which is more than can be said for her fellow-
deity Manannon, whose rock in Rathlin Sound sank
the hapless ketch Lord Rank in 2010. Tailor's Rock,
off Lambay, has nothing to do with the ill-fated Tayleur,
which hit the other side of Lambay and sank in 1853,
with heavy loss of life.

O’Mallybreaker (dries 0.5m) and Mweelrea Mountain,
in the approaches to Killary Harbour

The origins of many rock names are more or less
obscure, including many clearly personal ones. Who
(for example) was Bulman? Who were Murroch, Power,
Sheela, Ransome, Amelia, Wallis, or Sharragh? Who
were the Two Women? Who were Bowling, Boland,
Keeraun, Griffin, Kenny, and Rourke? Who were Young
John and Paddy Leenan? The origins of O’'Malleybreaker
(and the O’Maley Breakers, nearby but distinct) and the
Cromwell Shoal are not hard to imagine. And Palmer,
Usborne, Dawsy, and Fairservice sound as if they might
have been naval surveyors. But, how did the eponymous
Tom feel when a rock off Rinvyle Point in Connemara
was christened Tom’s Anchor?

Onomastic research in Ireland, sadly, hasn’t gone out
beyond the high water mark. Yet.

Carrickmanannon (dries 0.3m),
in Rathlin Sound
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Galician Grapevine
by Peter Haden

Papageno at the Ribeira anchorage

Galicia was certainly the place to be this summer, with
the very active local sailing communities and a full
schedule of events at all the clubs.

Fewer UK boats were around, but there was a large
number of French boats and later in the season plenty
of Scandinavian. Especially noticeable has been the
increased number of Spanish families enjoying their
own very special and safe cruising area of the Rias
Baixas and adding their own fun to the atmosphere in
the marinas. After their absence last year, it was good to
see ARC boats assembling in the autumn, preparing for
their transatlantic crossing.

Several Irish boats sailed from Ireland to Galicia to join
the local community, including Alan Rountree, Peter
Cullen, and Jim Sammon. Biscay was generally well
behaved though some would have preferred to have
motored a little less.

Inspection by Duane (Customs) boats seems a thing
of the past and even post Brexit there has been no
increase in form filling or any other officialdom.

The Irish fleet started assembling a little later than usual
this year. The long planned week-long rally (EN21) of ICC
members took place starting in Portosin and finishing
at Puebla del Caraminal with the usual components of
dinners, walks and a vineyard BBQ. A full account of this
rally will hopefully appear in the club Annual.

A disappointing event was the resignation of our very
capable Hon Port Officer in La Coruna, Anton Pellejero.
Several members who he had generously helped in the
past were very disappointed to hear this. However, on
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the positive side it was good to welcome Alfredo Lagos
as the Hon. Port Officer for the Vigo-Baiona area. Alfredo
is from a distinguished sailing family and looks forward
to meeting any members visiting the area.

Final repairs to the storm damaged pontoons at Puebla
del Caraminal are almost complete. In Vigo the major
works to rebuild the collapsed area surrounding the
pontoons rumble on at their own pace.

The delightful marina and club at San Vicente and also
the club at Portosin have invested heavily in renovations
and improvements to their club houses and pontoons.

Our club fleet in Galicia is now well established and
recognised everywhere.

ICC Monogramed Clothing

Flixx Graphics have recently been hominated as supplier
of a growing range of quality embroidered garments.
They have also set up a dedicated webpage for members
to order from. The range of garments will be expanded
as members
request additional
products. For a
nominal upcharge,
a boat name, etc.
can be added. For
more information
or to order, please
visit: https://www.
flixxgraphics.com/
shop




Page 12

Our least celebrated habitat
— Helping to save the planet

by Bob Brown

One of the delights of a
successful day’'s passage
is rounding up to anchor in
some sheltered bay, with
light breezes, and a clean
sandy bottom that holds
well. And that nice secure
feeling when the anchor
bites and you can look down
into clear waters and see
the chain in a nice smooth
catenary, sweeping down
into the shallows.

If the water is sufficiently
clear and shallow, you may
also notice swards of a
submarine grass, pale green
against the sand, wafting
back and forth in whatever
wave action there is. These
are ‘seagrasses’ or ‘eelgrass’
and are true flowering plants
just like their terrestrial
counterparts, only they live in marine conditions. Mostly
these are in the genus Zostera and your anchor might
drop upon Z. marina, the largest species in our waters.
Smaller species (Z. noltii and Z. angustifolia) grow on
the intertidal mud and sand flats, so if you've a bilge
keeler and can take the mud, these might be around
you. However, seagrass beds are extremely fragile and
it’s best not to anchor at all on them (and it’s actually
illegal in Ireland and some other European countries).

| grant you, they are not the most striking plants in the
world. Perhaps for sheer spectacle, they really can’t
compete with the swirling kelps of our rocky shores. But
they have their own subtle beauty. Occasionally I've had
the delights of drifting in a small inflatable in shallow
waters, just watching the patches of seagrass and the
patterns of shadow and green on the pale sand, with
myriad shoals of tiny fish that flicker in and out of the
fronds. And here’s the point: the role that seagrasses
play in our coastal wildlife, and indeed the very structure
of our coasts is enormous.

Seagrass beds are habitats for anemones, crabs,
hydroids and increasingly the possibility of seahorses
(check out the website and leaflet of the Sea Horse
Trust for distribution, https://www.theseahorsetrust.
org/ ). Seagrass provides a habitat for young fish,
especially species like plaice which come in, hunting
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Seagrass beds provide a rich habitat for marine life, including the young of commercial
species. This is a spiny seahorse in a Z marina bed; we also have the short snouted sea-
horse. Photo: Julie Hatcher, Wildlife Trusts.

small invertebrates, seeking sheltered conditions, and
to avoid larger predators. In autumn and winter sea
grasses are a vital food source for wildfowl, especially
light bellied brent, which tumble into our estuaries and
loughs after their long (and energy-demanding) flights
from arctic Canada. All that growth, absorbing nutrients
from the sea and energy from the summer sun,
accumulated in those lush green fronds, is irresistible
to the birds which come in tens of thousands.

So, it was lovely to attend our spring rally, courtesy
of Newtownards Sailing Club, at the start of summer
with John Clementson officiating, and Ed Wheeler
in command of the sausages! The club looks over
the whole north end of Strangford Lough and its vast

Seagrass beds in Autumn at the north of Strangford Lough,
looking towards Newtownards - happy days for brent geese.
Photo: Bob Brown

1 The Naturalist’s
Notebook
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mudflats. Whilst most of our brent were already on their way, via Iceland to Canada, I'm sure there would have
been some stragglers still waiting in the departure lounge. As the tide was rising, you’d have seen little evidence
of eel grasses during our barbeque. In any case all the greenery had been eaten, so only rhizomes below the sand
would have been starting the re-growth. Come back to Newtownards this autumn - and you’ll find the mudflats
a rich green, and anything up to 10,000 geese gobbling away happily. Any comparisons with ICC members at the
barbeque are purely accidental.

But sea grasses have two other vital roles. Firstly, they act as stabilizers for the sediments, the rhizomes and roots
helping to bind the sand particles, buffer the wave energy, allowing finer organic matter to settle and fertilize the
sea grass bed. This is really important, as increasing storminess coming with climate change and possible shifts
in the prevailing winds could cause significant changes to the muds and sands of our inlets. Sea grasses can
ameliorate erosion, not just of our mudflats, but by stabilising them, they even help to protect lands above high
water. Yet figures for the UK suggest a loss of at least 44% of seagrass beds since the 1930s, and Ireland may be
similar.

Finally, they have a major role in relation to climate change. Sea grasses are regarded as powerful fixers of
atmospheric CO,, and whilst we don’t fully understand the science behind that yet, it has been argued that just
one hectare of seagrass can store almost a ton of carbon a year - “Blue CO,". This is a serious contribution, helping
to absorb emissions in the fight to keep climate warming as reduced as possible. Work is underway to re-establish
these beds where they have been lost and protect existing ones. For governments, never the fastest when it comes
to protecting marine life, it could be a win-win situation. Protect our coasts, enhance our fisheries, help with the CO,
budget, and meet international wildlife obligations. What is there to complain about?

So | for one will be looking carefully when | next drop the hook - seeking a bare patch where | won’t be damaging
one of our least celebrated, yet most useful, marine habitats!

The Wrong Direction for Smuggling

by Peter Fernie

Despite being born on llkley Moor, in
Yorkshire, (well, actually in a nursing home
'~ on the edge of the Moor), about as far as
you can get from the sea in England, Peter
Fernie, from an early age, yearned for all
things maritime, from model sailing boats
to Treasure Island, to the maritime novels
of Percy Westerman and simple primers on
sailing and navigation. The nearest he ever got to a non-powered boat was a very
short-term spell as an oarsman in Oxford and Cambridge. Forever going backwards
did not appeal to him.

Eventually he and his family ended up living on an island in Galway Bay,
surrounded by the sea and less than 500 meters from it. He began to sail
in the late 1970s with a diverse cast of unforgettable characters, on many
different boats and in many different locations. Many of the reports and logs
of these expeditions were recorded and published in a variety of sailing club
publications.

Now approaching 3 score years and twenty, and still sailing his own boat
based in Galicia, Spain, he has decided to consolidate many of the stories
into ‘one easily disposable volume’ for posterity’s sake.

The book is available in paperback and Kindle eBook.

Paperback: 235 pages
ISBN-13: 979-8546558062

Paperback: https://amzn.to/3F4JwiK
Kindle: https://amzn.to/39RuTB7
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Western Wanderings

by Conor O’Byrne
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Arrival of Mac Duach at Kildownet Castle, Achill Island, © Terry O’Brien

Cruising life in the West approached near-normal this
summer with some lovely spells of weather helping to
ease everyone back into it. John Sweeny’s Island Lass
sailed south to Bantry Bay this summer. They had fresh
following winds for the passage south and were pooped
in lumpy conditions off Sybil Head. John reports that
the bay was alive with dolphins and whales. Their mini
cruise took them to Adrigole, Lawrence Cove, Valentia,
Kilronan, and back home to Galway Bay.

Conor O’Byrne enjoyed a three-week cruise with his
Sadler 26 Calico Jack to the Isles of Mull and Coll in

Sean Sweeney taking over as skipper for the passage
through Dursey Sound.

Scotland. A notable highlight was meeting up with the
skipper and crew of the Mac Duach and Louis Keating
and Maeve Howard aboard Sheeaun on Inisturk for
some lively music in beautiful weather. Another was a
close encounter with two Minke whales in the North
sound of Aran. Duncan Sclare sailed Ean Mara down
to west Cork from Westport. He enjoyed some good
cruising in Bantry Bay and some racing at Calf’'s week
in Schull. He also joined the Lamb’s weekend in August,
a very successful weekend cruise (with some white sail
racing). It was organised by Galway Bay Sailing Club,
and included visits to Kilronan and Roundstone.

Duncan Sclare’s Ean Mara landing on Inishnabro,
Blasket Islands.
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Vera Quinlan and her daughter Lillian Owens with the
Faulkner Cup

In July Michael Brogan’s Galway Hooker Mac Duach
embarked on a musical and cultural tour of the Western
islands starting at Féile Mhic Dara off Carna. Promoted
by the Arts Council, with TG 4 musician of the year harpist
Laoise Kelly, Freda Hatton (concertina), Diarmuid Gielty
(fiddle), and the assistance of Matt Molloy (Flute) and
Jarlath Cunnane (mouth organ) on board Nimrod, they
exchanged music, poetry, and stories with likeminded
people from Inishbofin, Inishturk, Clare, Achill, and
Arranmore Islands. A lively time was had by all musicians
and crew (all within Covid rules).

Peter Haden enjoyed a busy sailing season in Galicia.
He organised a week-long rally for ICC members starting
at Portosin and finishing in Puebla del Caraminal
(see Galician Grapevine report). Peter Fernie, who is
usually a Galician stalwart, was unable to join the rally
this summer due to an unforeseen detached retina
operation. He is however planning to fly out for some
late season sailing there. He undertook a delivery trip
from Baltimore to Dingle in June in arctic conditions,
which reminded him why he keeps his Moody 27 Mystic
in Ria Arousa!

Dand is on hard standing at Kilrush Marina, undergoing
major reconstruction of the transmission system,
realignment of engine and shaft, repair and rebuild
of the v-drive, along with a repair of the feathering
propellor. After their extended Atlantic sailing trip, they
decided that Danu also required a rethink of her aft
deck. To this end Peter has been busy learning how to
weld. He has been manufacturing and welding a whole
set of new supports for the winches and cleats. Plans
are being hatched for a cruise to Iceland and Greenland
in the summer of 2022.

While Danu was laid up over the summer the Quinlan
Owens family took advantage of the easing of travel
restrictions and sailed a Hanse 58 belonging to Swedish
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friends (met on Barbuda) through the Stockholm
archipelago for 8 days. A Hanse 58 that sails like a
dinghy, 30,000 islands, and an incredible cruising area
with a lot more yachts than along the Irish west coast
made this a memorable cruise!

In other news Lilian Owens and Vera Quinlan finally
took possession of the Faulkner trophy (on behalf of
the Quinlan Owens family) from David Beattie in a Covid
friendly drop-off at Oranmore train Station early June.
The Faulkner cup was awarded for the family’s 14-month
Atlantic circuit adventure from Ireland to Cabo Verde,
French Guiana, and home via Caribbean and Azores.

Jarlath Cunnane reports that he had a visit from the new
owners of Northabout, Sophie and Tobias, who use the
boatto help spread education about climate change (see
https://www.unumondo.org/). They called to Rosmoney,
on the way back to France from a circumnavigation of
Iceland. They were concerned that the engine seemed
to have less power than usual. The reason for lack of
power was clear when Northabout was dried out on
the slipway at Rosmoney, the hull had accumulated a
massive coating of weed. A simple problem to remedy!
Jarlath joined Maire Breathnach and Andrew Wilkes on
Annabel J for a celebratory BBQ to mark the occasion.
Jarlath and Michael Brogan then joined Northabout for
a passage to Dingle and both were impressed by the
new PINK carpet on board!

Northabout getting a badly needed bottom scrub
at Rosmoney pier!

Several members in and
outside Galicia, have already
enquired about plans for next
summer and proposed that
our established traditional
gatheringshould happenin mid-
July. If you have any ideas about
what form this should take,
how many days, home port,
any sailing, numbers, special
~= restaurant, etc. please email:
= mr.peterhaden@gmail.com or
.|l peter.fernie3@gmail.com.

Galicia 2022

by Peter Haden
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Reunited at last!

by Carmel Kavanagh

What a long and nightmarish journey the whole world
has been on since we last made the trip out to our boat,
La Lumiére of Howth, which is berthed in Torrevieja,
Spain. That was in October 2019 and we never dreamt
that nearly two years would pass until we boarded her
again.

We finally succeeded in flying out from Dublin airport on
Tuesday, September 28th. This was our 3rd attempt to
travel to Spain this summer. The first flight in June had

Ken arriving at the yacht club in Torrevieja

to be cancelled because of a general vagueness around
what constituted essential international travel - yacht
maintenance was not on any list!

The second flight was cancelled because one of our
daughters got Covid - thankfully asymptomatic. But, as
close contacts, we couldn’t travel for 10 days and so the
flight booked for September 14th had to be cancelled
and rebooked for 14 days later after we had twice tested
negative for the presence of Covid.

Finally, we were free to go! It is hard to believe the level of
excitement and joy at finally being able to travel to a very
ordinary destination like Alicante. But, | can assure you
we were like two kids who had just got an unexpected
day off school!

As our ETA in Torrevieja was 10.00pm, we decided to
book into a hotel for the first night. Trying to negotiate
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What a mess

our way on board in the dark after such a long break
might have had catastrophic consequences!

The following morning, we arrived down to Pontoon 2,
berth 18, and there was La Lumiére patiently awaiting us
in glorious sunshine. | might add that we had arranged
with the electrician at the marina to look after the boat
in a general way during our nearly two years of absence.
He started the engine every month and checked that
there were no big problems, hosing it down when it was
in danger of sinking under the thick blanket of red sand
from the Sahara which pours down with every shower of
rain in this part of the world. He also periodically sent
us photos of La Lumiere. It was well worth the €500 we
have since paid him!

\ i

Mrs Mop sets to work
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The treasures of the bilge heading for the bin

But nevertheless, what would await us? At first glance,
the growth below the waterline looked like it needed
urgent attention, the plastic panels of the cockpit tent
were now opaque, covered in a brownish- reddish dust
which looked well embedded in. Some sand had also
penetrated into the plastic windows of the sprayhood,
damaging the visibility, in spite of this having been
covered.

Also, one of the rather large ball fenders had caused
some minor damage to the side of the boat, tearing the
stripe and leaving an ugly rubbery black mark which
thankfully has since been scrubbed off. The plastic
windows of the sprayhood and of the cockpit tent may
have to be replaced. In the meantime, we are trying out
various solutions (washing up liquid and car polish) to
see how things go.

The rubber bungs attached to the sink and wash-hand
basin had melted a bit and left black marks where they
were resting. All the contents of the stores were out of
date. The coffee had congealed. The fridge was filthy
despite leaving the door ajar so that it couldn’t close.
The loo looked nasty but was thankfully odourless.
Great news!

Everything else seemed fine - no sign of mould or leaks
- the boat was as dry as a bone and the interior was
really very clean to the eye. The engine was working and
all the electronics were in good working order. In fact,
everything on board was in excellent shape. We were
delighted and very relieved.

On that first day, we poured two litres of white vinegar
down the loo and left it to do its work. Then we rounded
up all the out-of-date provisions and binned them. We
used vinegar and bicarbonate of soda to remove the
yellow stains from the fridge. We emptied and refilled
the water tank, tried out the gas and sat down to a nice
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cup of tea made with teabags that had been brought
from home.

We then brought our folding bikes ashore, pumped up
all 4 flat wheels, oiled the gears, tested the brakes, and
off we went to the local ‘Mercadona’ (supermarket) to
restock our empty larder.

After enjoying a nice dinner in a nearby restaurant, we
retired to our bunks where we enjoyed a super night's
sleep. We were comforted by the fact that our boat was
still very much afloat and in good shape. She was most
certainly in need of a good clean, an engine service and
a lift out to clean and check the bottom before heading
off on a mini cruise along the Costas of Spain.

Ken and | feel most fortunate that not only have we and
all our family survived Covid but so has our much loved
La Lumiére of Howth.

Member Boat for Sale

La Lumiére of Howth

Hunter Legend 36, Bilge Keel, built in UK 2004,
launched 2005, Volvo MD2030 engine plus Volvo Sail
Drive, Furling Main & Jib, 7 Berths, Fully equipped for
cruising, Sprayhood, Bimini, Cockpit tent, Raymarine
instruments, Holding Tank, Part 1 Irish Registration,
Currently berthed in Torrevieja, POA.

Enquiries: +353 86 8206344

Member Boat Sold

Brian and Anne Cronin recently sold their beloved
Oystercatcher after being at the helm for seventeen
years. The new owner, Rene Hardebacke, is taking her
back to her home port in Union Hall, West Cork. So,
Oystercatcher will once again be back in home waters
after her 13 years cruising the Rias of Galicia.
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Southern Soundings

by Séamus O’Connor

Down our way we had a wonderful Summer for sailing,
evidenced by lots of boating activities as well as paddle
boarding, sea kayaks, and of course sea swimming.
There were many cruisers, almost exclusively Irish
flagged yachts, with a scattering of the ‘red duster’ and
the French tricolour.

Bantry Bay Cruise

[Author’s note: Apologies for lack of record and photos,
my mobile went for a swim and drowned, so tears and
sadness for the loss!]

The summer cruise in Bantry Bay was conceived on
the basis that it was time to get started and go cruising
again in the spirit of the ICC. However it was organised
with a little trepidation - it was not really possible to
predict what the prevailing guidelines would be vis-a-vis
COVID 19. Our Flag Officer Ann Lyons was mindful of this
and advised that we plan for open air events requiring
minimum of pre-planning or commitments. On this basis
the events organised were ‘pay as you go’ and all with
outdoor capacities.

Sunday 25th July we gathered in Lawrence Cove
Marina. For Monday afternoon we had organised a
guided historic walking tour of Lonehort Battery. Peter
Killen assembled the troops and Barry Hanley of the
Bere Historical Society was our guide. The subsequent
‘self-catering’” BBQ at the Marina turned out to be an
hilarious mix of chat, cooking, and comparing style
and technique as we burnt the sausages. There was a
gradual movement into Patrick’s tool shed as the soft
rain intensified.

Aideen, John, Ele

Patricia, Aideen, and
Hugh Barry
Our thanks to

. 4 \ ' Patricia and Rachel
vl { of LCM for being so
N e accommodating.

Tuesday and Wednesday were ‘free days’ with
participation in the Bantry Bay Sailing Club ‘round the
cans’ on Tuesday evening. Some took the opportunity to
visit Bantry House and a general exploration of Bantry
town. Spotted in Bantry were Francis and Lisa Ennis,
hoping to join in the fun. However, they unfortunately
decided not to attend as a precaution.

On Thursday we had our planned ‘White sail chase
around Whiddy'. This is an approximate 9nm long course
and follows the Bantry Bay Sailing Club ‘Whiddy Island
Cup Race’ route. Peter and Beverly were the OOD on
Pure Magic Il. The following boats took part: Encore with
Dermot Cronin and crew, Setanta with John Cudmore
and crew, Catalpa with Derry Nash (guest), Mischief with
Jerry Thomas (guest and BBSC), Shukuran with John
McAleer and crew, Conundrum and Michael Pomeroy
- for the event Michael was on Soothsayer of Hamble
and Joe Callanan (guest), and Tapdancer with Séamus
O’Connor and a crack crew imported from Dublin!

The weather on the day was a real challenge, very light
winds and constant soft rain so we got soaked! Lunch
under sail was enjoyed on an even-keel.

After the chase, all assembled at 'The Bank’ on Whiddy
Island, where we joined by Commodore David, Flag
Officer Ann and husband Pat, as well as invited guests.

Dermot Cronin and Crew aboard Encore

4;__“
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The fleet heading towards South Beach
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Ann, David, and Michael

The fare consisted of chat, nibbles, and a pint before a
BBQ and sea food platter.

Thank you David for joining us and making the evening
very special. Thanks also to Tim and Kathleen O’Leary
for the wonderful catering at the ‘Bank’

Friday was a day to cater ourselves and depart for
wherever our next port was. A very special thanks
to Eleanor and Brian Cudmore who cruised to all the
events in their Morgan.

Cruising under sail in the Southwest,
Some notes on shore facilities

| was interested in how cruising yachts fared in our
waters in respect of facilities and what proved to be
a challenge. Many referred to the excellence of the
South and West Coast of Ireland Sailing Directions for
its clarity and accuracy. Some of the more challenging
issues identified were:

* Fresh water availability at piers: Some are
inaccessible (Glengarriff), some are locked off
(Schull), some require special arrangements (Union
Hall), and some require a very long hose (Baltimore).
This should be a simple problem to solve, with the
cooperation of Cork County Council.

¢ White diesel lack of convenient availability: This
has been flagged many times by Norman Kean.
When cruising it's a bit of a scourge, particularly
difficult are Schull, Baltimore, and Courtmacsherry
where suppliers are at least Skm away. Bulk
white diesel ex-truck is available at Bantry but
the minimum order is 100L. It is also reported as
available at Schull but minimum order is not known.
On a brighter note Rachel at LCM has advised that
they plan to supply white diesel next season.

¢ Pontoon access is very varied across all the usual
ports of call. Some form of organisation is imposed
in Schull. However, with a great deal of dinghies to
deal with, coming alongside can be a challenge.
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Glengarriff is also disappointing as both slips are
tidal and the pontoons are occupied with ferry
traffic.

e Visitor moorings: Yes, the ‘yellow’ buoys dotted
around our harbours are reasonably plentiful but
maintenance levels are unknown. Cork Country
Council advised that a programme of maintenance
had commenced at the eastern end of the county.
Yellow visitor buoys in the western end have now
been maintained for the first time since they were
installed 17 years ago. (Source: CCC telephone
conversation.) CCC further advised that they will
tag the status of the visitor buoys. Bantry Harbour
has its own visitor moorings. These are orange
coloured and found in a line east-west and north of
the Bantry Bay Sailing Club mooring area. These are
regularly lifted and maintained. (Source Bantry Bay
Port Company assistant Harbour Master)

Other feedback ranged over victualling, Wi-Fi availability,
and public transport. All the detailed feedback will be
passed to Norman.

It may be that it would be a useful to put together a
comprehensive list of facilities and concerns so
that cruising in the SW would be more attractive and
convenient.

A stacation cruise

As can be appreciated by all, this year’s sailing season
presented many uncertainties because of the ongoing
COVID restrictions. For us and Tapdancer it was very
much about local sailing. We did not leave Bantry
Bay, yet we put 200nm under the keel as we enjoyed
cruising and anchoring in every nook and inlet we could
find. In fact, it was now time to let the next generation
take the helm and take off. We were delighted when
our daughter Grainne, husband Niall, and grandchildren
Oisin and Aoibhin took their own cruise in the bay; a
small beginning that will lead on to explorations further
afield.

Next generation takes off

e
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Norwegian Ship Tunnel
by Alex Blackwell

Anyone planning to travel as far as northern Norway in a few years
may have the opportunity of transiting through the world’s first and
only full-size ship tunnel!

A ship tunnel across the Stad Peninsula was first mooted in an
article in Nordre Bergenhus Amtstidende newspaper in 1874
and much more recently
included in Norway’s
National Transport Plan
in 2013.

The  Stadhavet Sea,
surrounding the
peninsula, is the most
windswept part of the
nation’s coastline. It is
stormy around 100 days
of the year. Currents
creating huge seas at
this meeting point of
the North Sea and the
Norwegian Sea further
complicate  navigation.
Ships often have to wait

Maps showing the location

of the Stad Peninsula and
where the ship’s tunnel is
going to be constructed.

Courtesy of Google Maps

days to sail around to the other side. The official Visit Norway website claims that Vikings would drag their boats
over the peninsula to avoid crossing the dangerous patch of sea.

The tunnel will be 49 metres (161 ft)
high and 36 metres (118 ft) wide, able
to handle ships of up to 16,000 tonnes,
large enough for the Hurtigruten coastal
express ships. The water will be 12
metres (39 ft) deep in the tunnel.

Construction is expected to begin in
2022, with an estimated completion
date as early as 2025. Approximately
three million cubic metres of rock
will have to be removed during its
construction.

Perhaps this might be a destination for
a future rally!

Western Rally 2022

The western committee is planning a rally which we hope will be joined by members based all over the island and,
with luck, from further afield. This will take place in late June 2022. The plan is to spend 10 days in the Clew Bay
and Galway Bay areas. Ray O'Toole and Alex Blackwell are the organizers.

The itinerary will include visits to Clare Island, Rosmoney, Inish Bofin, Inish Mor, Roundstone, and Kinvara amongst
others. Depending on the then current health guidelines, barbeques, sit down dinners, raft-ups, and watering hole
visits are being planned.

All participants will receive a packet of information on places to visit and things to do on the way there, where to
leave a boat (should that need arise), suggestions for crew change locations, provisioning, and refuelling options.



