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| hope you like this issue of the ICC News. It certainly was enjoyable putting it together - thanks to a very
large extent to the regional editors and several other regular contributors. In fact it became necessary to
cut some submisssions and hold a couple of pieces for the next issue due to lack of space.

The ICC News is your newsletter. Its purpose is to keep you up to date on club news, member activities
and plans, and to provide you with a good and entertaining read. Its content comes from fellow members
of the Irish Cruising Club . Your submissions are always very welcome; without them, these pages might
be blank. So please put fingers to keyboard or pen to paper and join in!

Your articles may include member updates, cruising notes, and articles of interest to members -and don’t
forget to send along some great photos!

Alex Blackwell, Editor

Submission guidelines

Editorial Preferences (please):

Do not use special fonts or apply fancy styles. Do not insert extra line breaks or paragraph breaks. Do
not use double spacing. Do use italics for vessel names. Check spelling and grammar thoroughly. Do
not manipulate or retouch the images - send only high resolution originals

Text

The text should be in MS Word or text format only. It may be up to approximately 500 words in length,
with a maximum of 1,000.

Images

Images should be sent separately. They should be in jpeg format and a minimum of 1 megabyte
each. Please do not manipulate or crop the images. Please do supply captions.

Please send materials to any one of the editors:

North Maeve Bell maeve.bell@btopenworld.com
East Grainne Fitzgerald grainne.fitzgerald.gf@gmail.com
South Lonan Lardner lardnerl@gmail.com

West Conor O’'Byrne conor.obyrne@nuigalway.ie
Spain Peter Haden mr.peterhaden@gmail.com
Editor Alex Blackwell editor@IrishCruisingClub.com

Files may also be sent via Dropbox or WeTransfer

Alternatively, the materials may put on a disk or memory stick and mailed to:
Alex Blackwell, Port Aleria, Rosnakilly, Kilmeena, Westport, Co. Mayo, Ireland

Closing dates for submissions:

Spring Issue: March 15th
Fall Issue: September 15th

ICC News is the newsletter of the Irish Cruising Club

It is published twice a year for private circulation to members of the Irish Cruising Club. This newsletter is
copyright © The Irish Cruising Club, the copyright of the individual articles herein rest with the author. No
part of any article may be reproduced in any format or stored in any retrieval system without the written
permission of the author.

Front Cover: Anabel J in Scoresbysund, east Greenland, by Maire Breathnach



Commodore’s Letter

By Stanton Adair

| am writing this shortly after the Annual Dinner in
the Slieve Russell Hotel. | think | am still feeling the
effects of the magic whiskey barrel which seemed
to dispense amber liquid in a never ending manner!

| know that it was a great disappointment to all who
had booked to come to County Cavan for the original
date when the unprecedented weather intervened
and led to a change in the arrangements. Those
members who made it certainly seemed to enjoy
themselves.

Derek White, who put so much personal effort into
the organization of the dinner, coped magnificently
and with his usual good humour to ensure that
the 24th was a great success. Thank you Derek!
My thanks also to the various members involved
in reorganizing the activities arranged for the
weekend.

At the Annual General Meeting held at the National
Yacht Club in Dun Laoghaire Peter Fernie retired
as Vice Commodore and was replaced by Tom
Fitzpatrick. Peter worked tirelessly in his role
and was the key organizer of the very successful
Annual Dinner Weekend in Westport in 2017. Tom
Fitzpatrick has much experience on the Committee
and in a number of Officer roles. It is most pleasing
that the Committee will continue to have his wise
counsel.

Richard Cudmore, who quietly and efficiently has
contributed much to the smooth running of the
Club, has been replaced by Lonan Lardner. The
new Rear Commodore in the West is David Beattie.
We are all looking forward to their continued input
to the Club.

It is of great comfort to me that both Robert Barker
and Alan Markey are continuing as Hon Treasurer
and Hon Secretary respectively.

My thanks also to retiring Committee member

Tom Kirby, and a
warm welcome to
new members of the

Committee: Peter
Cudmore, Seamus
O’Connor and Alex
Blackwell.

Thanks also to all of the very many people who do
so much for the Club in the various non-committee
roles they undertake.

Fifteen new members were welcomed into the Club
at the AGM in February. | was pleased to meet most
of them again at the rescheduled Dinner and will
hope to meet the others at Club events throughout
the year.

Following the very major and successful Rally last
summer in Galicia no major rally is planned for
2018. | was very pleased to welcome some guests
from the Monte Real Club de Yates de Baiona to the
Annual Dinner this year. ICC members who were on
the Rally will have fond memories of the hospitality
received in Baiona.

As in other years there will be regional Cruises,
Rallies and get-togethers. Members from all
regions are most welcome at these very sociable
occasions, and details, as with all Club news, are
easily accessible on the website.

The Royal Cruising Club is holding a Round Ireland
Rally in 2018. ICC members will be made most
welcome should they wish to participate in any or
all of the Rally. Full details are again on the website.

Finally, may | wish you fair winds, sunshine and good
company wherever you choose to cruise this year.

Stonton Adair

Commodore

Baiona, Galicia
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2018 New Members

Gerry Bell, Bangor, Co. Down

Gerry has sailed offshore since the 1980s and has amassed thousands of miles
of both racing and cruising experience. This has made him a highly respected
seaman. His cruising experience has taken him from the coasts of the British Isles
and northern France to the Med and across the Atlantic to the Caribbean. He has
held office in Ballyholme YC and the Ocean Youth Trust.

Roger Cagney, Dublin

Roger has been actively sailing for 50 years. He started sailing in dinghies,
progressing on to keelboat racing and cruising. Sailing out of Howth, he has
raced and cruised extensively throughout the British Isles, France, Spain and the
Mediterranean. He recently also chartered in the lonian and Saronic Islands. Roger
is an engineer by profession and keeps up to date with boat systems.

Michael Creedon, Naas, Co. Kildare

Michael started sailing at age 3 and has sailed locally in Dublin Bay since then,
progressing to cruising the east and south coasts. More recently he has competed
in the ISORA and Round Ireland Races, with some local cruising along Ireland’s
east coast and England’s south coast. His interest now is to do a good deal more
cruising.

Peter Crowley, Dalkey, Co. Dublin

Peter has been sailing and boating since his childhood. His big boat sailing started
in California. Back in Ireland he started offshore sailing with occasional runs to the
Continent. He has been a regular guest on David Beattie's Ree-Spray as it travelled
the Mediterranean. He has also sailed to Russia. His love is long distance cruising,
but will happily race if coerced into it.

Chris Curry, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin

Chris is well known to ICC members, having attended many functions and cruises
with his partner Grainne Fitzgerald. He started sailing late in life, crewing for David
and Grainne in Ireland, Scotland and Spain. Since then he has sailed extensively in
the UK and Scotland, also attending several ICC rallies. More recently he has been
cruising in Spain and France.

Mary Curtin, Crosshaven, Co. Cork

Mary has been sailing since the ‘70s. Since then she has sailed throughout the
British Isles and has cruised extensively in the Mediterranean. She has sailed
various parts of the coast of Ireland and took part in two inland waterway ICC
cruises. Mary has been attending ICC events since 1994 with her husband Len.
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2018 New Members

Donal Gallagher, Howth, Co. Dublin

Donal is a lifelong sailor having started with the junior programme in the Clontarf
Yacht and Boat Club. During his studies he regularly chartered in southern
California. Since then he has been racing keel boats and dinghies out of Clontarf
and Dun Laoghaire. More recently he has been cruising the coastal waters of the
British Isles with his family.

L Graham Hardy, Bangor, Co. Down

Graham started sailing in the late ‘70s, racing on Belfast Lough, off-shore to
Scotland, and the annual Scottish Series at Tarbert. He was a member of the
Bangor RNLI for sixteen years. He has done a good deal of serious inshore and
offshore racing. More recently, since his retirement, Graham has shifted to more
cruising, participating in several ICC rallies.

Brian Jennings, Howth, Co. Dublin

Brian first stepped foot in a sailing dinghy at age 3. At 7 he started racing in earnest,
a passion he has continued to pursue to this day. Having chartered a couple of
times, he got into cruising in 2010, crewing on several occasions for Alan Markey,
and participating in several ICC events. He has also chartered with his family in the
Mediterranean on a number of occasions.

Andrew Knatchbull, Bearsted, Kent

Andrew is Irish and currently lives in the UK. His late father and uncle are both ICC
members. He started racing Mirrors, progressing through Squibs and Dragons and
on to cruiser/racers including a Sigma 38 in which he was skipper on the Medway.
He has done several passages and has cruised with John Clementson as well as
chartered in the lonian and in Croatia.

Peter Mason, Moycullen, Co. Galway

Peter joined the Merchant Navy at the age of 16 for a 48 year career during which
he wound up in the offshore oil industry. There he was Master of numerous semi-
submersible oil rigs in diverse parts of the world. During this time he met and
accompanied several ICC members on extensive cruises. These included cruises
to and from Galicia, as well as in the Mediterranean.

Sean Norris, Schull, Co. Cork

Sean’s interest in the sea and ultimately sailing came from his father, who was
a commercial fisherman. He started sailing on a classic wooden boat and then
progressed to inshore racing on cruisers. He then progressed to offshore racing
and also ‘exploring’ by boat - aka cruising. In the meanwhile he has accrued a long
list of cruises and offshore passages.
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2018 New Members

Aongus O’Broichain, Dalkey, Co. Dublin

Aongus started sailing with the Glenans, and his first cruise was from the south
of France to Corsica. He spent 30 years sailing Dublin Bay in a Ruffian he co-
owned and chartered larger boats in the Mediterranean for cruises on a number of
occasions. He has sailed with ICC members on cruises to Scotland and Spain. He
also cruises inland in his 60’ canal boat.

=
-
=

Jack Roy, Loughlinstown, Co. Dublin

Jack started sailing on Mirrors, moving up to 420s, 470s and Flying Fifteens. At the
same time he cruised extensively to southern England and France with his parents.
He continued racing in a Dragon, while delivering yachts and doing extensive
cruising. This included chartering in the Caribbean and the Med. Jack is currently
President of Irish Sailing.

Liam Shanahan, Donnybrook, Co. Dublin

Liam started sailing dinghies at the age of 11, progressing rapidly to extensive
offshore racing and coastal cruising around Ireland and the UK. He has since
done a lot of racing in his J109, including the ISORA series and the Round Ireland
B Race, often finishing on the podium. He has also chartered boats in the Caribbean,
Mediterranean and in the US.

David Fitzgerald celebrates 90th
Birthday

by Peter Fernie

David FitzGerald, a member since 1966 and
Commodore 2000-2002 celebrated his 90th
birthday in January. He was joined by family and
friends, many from the ICC, for his party which
was held at the Royal St. George Yacht Club.
Prompted and assisted by several former sailing
companions from the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s, David §*
was persuaded to regale the company with :.
several of his long time party pieces, includingthe .
famous “Ballad of Joe Hill”. His current medical
professionals will be reassured to learn that on
this evening he did not, as was usual in the past,
sing the ballad standing on his head. Expressing some amazement at his own longevity, David said “had
he known that he was going to live so long, he would have taken better care of himself.” The celebrations
finished, perhaps predictably in the early hours.

Tribute to David by John O’Sullivan
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Hon. Secretary’s Report
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by Alan Markey

2018 commenced with the Election Committee Meeting which took place on January 12th in Howth Yacht
Club. Fifteen new members were elected for 2018. Since 2014, 102 new members have been elected to
the Club and the total ordinary membership for the Club stands at 540. It is encouraging to see the new
membership growing and this bodes well for the Club’s future.

The Annual General Meeting was held on February 16th at the National Yacht Club. The Members and
Staff of the National Yacht Club made us feel very welcome and the catering staff served a wonderful
meal for the ICC members and guests. It is a sign of the health of our Club that yet again we had almost
100 attendees for the meeting and 130+ members and guests for dinner. The AGM is proving to be very
popular which means there are few clubs that can now facilitate our numbers for future AGMs.

Unfortunately the weather gods conspired against us and the Northern Committee had no choice but
to postpone the Annual Dinner Weekend which was planned for the first weekend in March. The team
worked tirelessly and very quickly managed to re-organise an alternative date.

The regions have a very busy programme of events for the coming year; both on the water and onshore.
A number of Spring Lunches are planned for April. There will be a joint North and East region rally in
Ardglass over the June bank holiday weekend.

Details of planned events can be found on the Club website.

Wishing you all a great 2018 sailing season.

Western Wanderings
by Conor O'Byrne

Unusually there were two member gatherings in
one week at the Pier Head bistro in Kinvara this
past December. The first was on Monday the 4th on
the sad occasion of David Whitehead’s passing. The
funeral was held in St Kieran’s church in Doorus, a
small church outside Kinvara that is a little off the

beaten track. However, it was easily found thanks
to the helpful ICC pennants the family had placed
along the way.

Afterwards ICC members joined David’s wife Marie
and their children Duncan, Jennifer and Siobhan
back at the Pier Head. The bistro overlooks Kinvara
Bay where Dave launched the Moody 27 he shared
with Peter Fernie every season and where he kept
his new junk-rigged day sailor on a mooring. Old
friends of Dave were there to share their sailing
memories with his family, including Dave Fitzgerald,
Pierce Purcell and Donal Morrissey. Donal gave a
colourful eulogy to Dave after the lunch and the
Commodore, Stanton Adair, also said a few words
to offer the club’s condolences to the family and
thank them for their hospitality.

The Christmas lunch for Western members was
also held in the Pier Head the following Saturday

(9th December). Impressively the Commodore
made a second visit to Galway to attend this
lunch. It was well attended by Western members
with all three generations of the Quinlan family
represented, Fergus and Kay, their daughter Vera
and husband Peter Owens, and their two children.
The conversation atthe lunch was very much around
David Whitehead and his family. But, as Dave would
have wished, there was some festive cheer too and
with the good company and hospitality a convivial
afternoon was had by all.

We are looking forward to welcomiing and joining
the RCC Round Ireland Cruise on Inishbofin on the

23rd of June.
Photo Courtesy of IrelandGuide.com



A Whale of a Time

by Bob Brown

This female humpback brought her calf (just showing to her left) to inspect the ship - here she is approaching to have a
good scratch on our hull. We were travelling at about half a knot.

If you were to compile a list of the most exciting
things about cruising, the chances are that fine
sailing, a good passage, and interesting ports
would be up at the top of the list. But I'd guess that
sightings of wildlife would be up there near the top
as well, and in that context there’s nothing quite
like the thrill of seeing a

whale; perhaps a blow mg

in the distance, or the P

sight of a massive body !

breaking the surface, or §

the iconic view of the tail [

flukes lifting high out of ¥

the water as the whale - %%

dives. '

These sightings used to
berare events, but happily
since the carnage of the
whaling industry was
(mostly) halted in 1986,
many of the most hunted
species are now gradually
recovering, giving us more
opportunities to see these magnificent creatures.
Moreover, with new generations of whales coming
on that never experienced the horrors of a whaling
ship, | have the impression that some are gaining
confidence in us. However, there can still be

A southern right whale investigated our inflatable; it gave
our clients a hell of a shock! The growths on its nose and
lower jaw are naturally occurring callouses, quite often
infected by parasites.

regrettable incidents like the harassing of dolphins
by powerboat drivers that occurred off Rathlin
Island last year.

But what is the best way of seeing whales? There
are always two parties to the encounter: ourselves
and the whale, and both
parties are naturally
curious, as well as being
preoccupied with more
mundane matters like
feeding and navigation
(again, both parties!). But
there are various ways of
getting the best out of a
sighting, and for me the
most useful guidelines
are those that | have to
follow in my Antarctic trips
where the International
Association of Antarctic
Tour Operators set the
rules. These actually
work, and have produced
many memorable sightings because often they
give the whales confidence to approach, or at least
tolerate fairly close presence. As | said, they are
naturally nosy too.
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So here goes, adapted from the IAATO guidelines,
and also compatible with Department of
Transport, Tourism and Sport Marine Notice No
15 of 2005 - ‘Guidelines for Correct Procedures
when Encountering Whales and Dolphins in lrish
Coastal Waters’. In Northern Ireland and UK
waters, guidance for charter boat operators and
others is given by WiSe (Wildlife Safe - http://www.
wisescheme.org ).

e Limit the encounter to 30 minutes (although
some sources say just 15 minutes), after which
the whale and yacht each go their own ways.

* Leave and arrive gently and slowly, and at all
times avoid sudden changes of course, engine
revs, and definitely no noisy bow-thrusting.

* Keep speed well below bkt - the slower the
better, just enough for steering.

* Never approach head-on or directly from the
rear; approach with parallel direction, and
slightly behind, say about 4 or 8 o’clock, to the
whale’s course.

* |If it's feeding, stay outside 200m distance. If
it's not feeding, 100m should be the limit.

e If dolphins or whales start bow-riding, keep
constant speed and direction, and let them
decide whether to come and when to leave.

* Don’t herd, corral, surround or chase - it’s bad
practice and illegal (whales and dolphins are
protected). If there’s more than one boat, they
should keep 200m apart.

e Don’t try to swim with them - not a temptation
in the Antarctic (1), but might be here.

e If a whale comes to you (see pictures), put
engine in neutral and let the whale decide
what to do.

e \oices low, radio volume down.

e If the whale suddenly changes its course or
speed, or moves away or hastily dives, it's a

Sperm whales midway between
the Azores and Ireland:
Mother and calf diving

Photo D. Blackwell
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sign it's not happy and disturbed, or perhaps
protecting a calf. In that case back off slowly.

e If possible, report all sightings in Irish waters,
preferably with photos of whale, flukes, fins
etc. to the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group
http://www.iwdg.ie. Give details of date,
location, method (i.e., by land or boat, optical
gear) and your contact details - their website
has prompts for other details as well.

W | =Y

A member of a pod of fin whales midway between the
Azores and Ireland, swiming alongside and diving under the
boat like dolphins, Photo A. Blackwell

The IWDG are the key body for cetaceans in Ireland
andastheirwebsite says, ‘dedicated to conservation
and better understanding of cetaceans (whales,
dolphins and porpoises) in Irish waters.” It plays
a vital role in supporting the Irish Government’s
1991 declaration that all Irish waters would be a
whale and dolphin sanctuary. The website also has
a handy identification guide. In Northern Ireland,
Marine Division of Department of Agriculture,
Environment and Rural Affairs are responsible for
conservation of cetaceans and other marine life.

Hopefully these few points will help to keep the
whales (and you) safe. They also give the best
chance of having some of the most memorable
sightings that the sea can offer. And who knows,
as the bad old days of the whaling industry fade
into history, humans and whales can co-exist with
increasing confidence and harmony!
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So Far, So Good:

An Adventurous Life

by Paddy Barry
Review by Conor O’Byrne

Unlike our cruising annual, which gives a yearly
shapshot of the sailing exploits of our members,
Paddy Barry’s So far, So Good is an account of all
the cruises of a single member over a sailing career
of 50 years or so. And what a career it has been, so
far! With cruises to Greenland, New York, both the
North West and North East Passages, to highlight
only a few, Paddy Barry’s sailing career has indeed
been a very full and exciting one.

Paddy’s early years in sailing
included owning and racing
an IDRA 14 and a 505 dinghy
and, impressively, cruising the
latter around the lIrish coast at
weekends. He went on to build
a Yachting Monthly Eventide 24
himself, a bilge-keeled plywood
boat that he describes as a
“poor sailor”. Then in 1973 he
purchased the Saint Patrick,
a Galway Hooker, built by the
Casey’s of Mweenish Island,
Carnain 1911.

As well as the wonderful insights
into restoring, maintaining and
cruising a Bad Mor, the largest
of the Galway Hookers, Paddy
weaves a career in civil engineering into his story,
which includes stints in Malawi and California. By
his own account he was fortunate to have a career
that had the flexibility to accommodate extensive
summer cruises, but the reader senses that career
choices were made carefully with a view to ensuring
enough time for sailing adventures. And speaking
as someone who is still in gainful employment, |
think there is probably a good lesson to be learned
here!

After many years of wonderful cruising with his
beloved Saint Patrick, she was sadly lost in 2002,
having broken free from her mooring in Glandore

ICC News, Spring, 2018

Book Review

in a south-easterly gale. Paddy doesn’t labour the
point but every reader will understand the terrible
loss this must have been for him after all the sweat
and blood (not to mention the CapEx!) involved in
restoring her and the many years of sharing great
adventures together. She was the first and only
Galway hooker to sail across the Atlantic. Following
this loss he went on buy a Frers 45, an alloy-hulled
offshore racer that he called Ar Seachran (which
translates “Off Wandering”),
which he took to the Azores as
~ well as high latitudes of Iceland,
- Greenland and Norway.

Throughout the book | was struck
by the parallels with another
legendary sailor, Bill Tilman,
who pioneered the concept of
combining long-distance sailing
voyages with mountaineering
expeditions. Like Barry, Tilman
. did most of his sailing in a
restored wooden working boat,
a Bristol Channel pilot cutter
called Mischief, in which he
visited remote parts of the
globe during the ‘50s and ‘60s
to tackle a variety of unclimbed
summits. Barry’s exploits are on
a comparable scale, although | suspect that the
liquor allowance and musical talent on board Saint
Patrick probably made his cruises more memorable
for the crew. In any case Barry finally acknowledges
towards the end of the book that indeed Tillman
was a hero of his too.

Ithoroughly enjoyed this book. The mixture of sailing
history, colourful characters, and great adventures
on the high seas will reward anyone who picks it
up. And for ICC members | think they can be rightly
proud to have the likes of Paddy Barry in the club,
and his adventures will no doubt provide inspiration
to those of us dreaming of distant shores.

The Liffey Press, September, 2017
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2017 Photographic Competition

The Photographic Plate is awarded to the best photograph submitted and published with a log in the ICC
Annual. The photographs were judged by Ann Lyons and Richard Cudmore, who selected the following as
the top three pictures.

by Ann Lyons

Richard Cudmore and | met to review the photographs submitted for the 2017 Annual, with the aim of
picking a winner. As I'm sure you all appreciate this was a very difficult task as there were many superb
photos to choose from. After a lot of debate and analysis we narrowed our choice down to three. Any of
these could have been the winning choice. - m

We both really appreciated the patience *
and persistence it must have taken John
Clementson’s ‘crew member’ aboard Faustina
2 to capture the dolphin’s midair leap set in a
background of sea and sky. >

Donal Walsh’s photo entitled “Nordurfjérdur”
was so atmospheric and peaceful, with the
boats reflection in the water adding to the
scene, that it had to be considered for the prize.
-

But the outstanding photo and
worthy winner was Annabel J in
Scoresby Sund in East Greenland by
Maire Breathnach. The composition
of this photograph was superb. The
pilot cutter appearing in the left hand
side of the photo leads the eye into
the sound. The ice floes frame the
picture beautifully. The blue sky and
snow topped hills created an inviting
atmosphere. >

| really enjoyed adjudicating the
photographic prize this year and I'm
sure you all agree we had a worthy
winner.
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Southern Soundings

by Lonan Lardner

The Southern members are slowly coming out of hibernation.
The Spring lunches are continuing to be held in the Carrigaline
Court hotel (the first Wednesday each month, February to May
inclusive). The attendance for March was down possibly due to
the after effects of Storm Emma.

Looking down on the Ria de Aldan
~_from the beautiful Cruceiro at O’Hio
4 Photo D. Blackwell

Similar to other regions, there are a number of southern boats
overwintering in Galicia. Some will be heading home, others
are southbound, while several will be staying on, perhaps joining the Encuentro Nautico, described in
the Galician Grapevine. Leading up to this, a raft up is planned for those boats that are in Galicia on the
afternoon of 13th June, hopefully in Ria de Aldan. Again this is subject to weather. Anyone interested in
participating in the raft up can contact either Ann Lyons or Lonan Lardner, or just turn up.

. Just two people from the Southern section sailed their boats
back to Ireland after the rally in Galicia last year. Neil Prendeville
(Mary P), John Daly (Wave Dancer) both made it back without
too many incidents.

Despite the migration of boats to Spain, there still remain
several member boats on our southern coast. There the
RCC cruise will start in Crosshaven on 2nd June. Any ICC

members interested in joining the cruise should contact John
Clementson.

[ i

After the wonderful Galicia Rally in July 2017, Seamus O Connor
aboard Sli Eile headed south on a slow and educational cruise
along the west coast of Portugal with stops at Viana do Castelo,
Porto, Figueira do Foz, Nazaré and Lisbon before rounding
Cape St Vincent and 389nm later a final stop at Lagos.

MOROCCO
f/ In September Sli Eile was off south again this time via Madeira
’ to the Islas Canarias with stops at La Palma, El Hierro, La
Gomera, Grand Canaria, Fuerteventura and finally to Puerto Calero in Lanzarote to overwinter. Overall a
cruise of 1,105nm since leaving Lagos, they had visited 7 islands and had some great experiences along
the way including a pasting in the wind acceleration zone off Tenerife.

- I

Skippers and crew of Minerva and More Latitude at the opening reception in Portosin. Derry Nash, Harry Carpendale, Lonan
Lardner (ICC), Maura Lardner, Anton Pellejero (ICC PO) and David Bagnall (ICC)
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Southern Sailing Plans for 2018

Araft upis planned to take place in Cork Harbour in September. The date has yet to be finalised. Hopefully
the weather will be kinder than it has been for the past two years and will allow us have the raft up.

Richard Cudmore (Toirse 2) and Peter Cudmore (Oneiro) are wintering their boats in Vigo. They plan to
continue exploring the rias this year and testing the local produce.

Ann & Pat Lyons (Stardancer) are also wintering their boat in Galicia. They are planning to return there in
June and again in August and will continue cruising in the area. Lonan
Lardner (Minerva) is wintering in Vigo. He will stay in Galicia for another
season.

A number of boats are planning to leave Galicia this season (much to
the relief of the “Old Guard” there who are still trying to cope with the
influx of ICC boats last year). Paddy McGlade (Sabrone), Jim O Meara
(Second Chance) and Tom Kirby (Raffles) are believed to be somewhere
near Sada from where they are planning to cruise the North coast of
Spain before heading to France later in the year. Paddy and Jim want |
to be back in Cork for the RCYC tri-centenary celebrations in 2020.
There are whispers that the ICC will be organising a cruise in Ireland
to coincide with this event. No doubt we will be hearing more about
these events next year. Tom Kirby plans to return to West Cork this
year. Dan and Jill Cross (Yoshi) are planning to cruise to Porto before
heading back to the “playground”. Kevin Lane (Aisha) is planning to Yoshi heading for Combarro
leave Galicia also and sail the west coast of France.

Faustina Il

After many years and many, many miles including Anyway, that spurred the UK man into action and he
1,400 to Galicia and back last summer, John made an offer at the price asked, subject to survey.
Clementson finally decided to part with Faustina Il, It looks as if dear old Faustina will soon be in other
a Bowman 40 built in 1991, see page 23 of the hands. T'will be the end of an era for us, she has
2017 Annual. His expectations of a quick sale were |ooked after us through so many adventures.”

not high as she had been on the market two years

previously but not sold.

John continues: “At the time of writing Faustina Il

is up for sale in a serious way and | have potential

buyers in England, Norway and Perth, Australia

queuing up to buy her. Amazingly, the guy in Oz

saw my ICC website ad, moved to my blog www.

faustina2.com and then, within 24 hours, caught

a plane to Dublin to look at her! In fairness he has i
some family members living in Belfast. On arrival he
spent some time looking at the boat and streaming ¥
a video of her to his wife in Oz as he looked around.

Next day, after a discussion with his wife, he said

‘No’, mainly because the lifestyle change that

owning her would cause.

Faustina Il at anchor off llla de Arousa, Gah’cia', .lu y. 1



Page 14

Galician Grapevine

by Peter Haden

Between Vigo and Portosin there were more than
twenty-five club members berthed or hauled out in
Galicia last winter, with some further north in Sada.
Add to this at least 10 - 15 other Irish boats and it
can be seen that Ireland has a considerable and
well recognised presence in the area.

After the generous hospitality and welcome
last summer of Monte | )%
Real Club de Yates de [+
Baiona, during the Rias |
Baixas Rally, and later 5.0
for the Atlantic Tourism § g
Conference, itwasagreat §|
pleasure to welcome |
MRCYB Vice Commodore
Genoveva Pereiro, club
General Manager Oscar
Calero, and club Hon.
Sec César Casquiero to
the Ballyconnell Dinner
as special guests. At
their club they are
presently embarking on
a programme of even more improvements to the
club facilities, and ICC members enjoy discounted
berthing fees.

Mid-July will see the club “Nautical Encounter -
Encuentro Nautico” at Caraminal. Between 15
and 20 boats are expected for two or three days of
fun together, including a visit and lunch with wine
tasting at one of the famous bodegas, and the next
day, a beach picnic. Among others crossing Biscay
to join the Galician fleet, Peter Fernie is sailing from

MRCYB manager Oscar Calero, Cesar Casquiero,
ICC Commodore Stanton Adair, MRCYB Vice Commodore
Genoveva Pereiro, and Peter Haden

Galway and Liam Shanahan is bringing
his new QOyster 625 from Dublin.

The friendly yacht club at San Vicente

have again extended an invitation to any ICC
members with a classic yacht (old or new), to take
part in their well sponsored Classic Yacht Regatta
17-19 August.

v

Our PortOfficerat Portosin
4 advises that for the first
=== week of September
™ they are hosting the
| Solitaire  URGO  Figaro
international yacht crews
before the gruelling
440nm penultimate
stage to Saint Gilles.
Irish competitors may
include Joan Mulloy from
Mayo, Andrew Baker
from Strangford Lough
and Tom Dolan from
Co. Meath. Portosin is
another yacht club with excellent facilities that
offers discount berthing to ICC members.

For yachts sailing Galicia’s Atlantic coast we now
have a necklace of enthusiastic club port officers,
all of whom expect you to call if you are in their
area. Contact details are in the club LGB.

La Coruna/Sada:
Portosin:
Baiona:

Anton Pellejero
Carmela Nunez
Joe Woodward

=
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Notes from
the North

by Maeve Bell

Sailors are well used to having a fall-back plan in case
the weather doesn’t oblige but probably never before
has one been required for the Club’s annual dinner
weekend. Storm Emma made her mark causing a three week postponement of events until the 22nd-23rd
March. Brave souls Sandy and Christine Taggart from Scotland and Jim and Liz Brown from Donaghadee
set off early and arrived at the Slieve Russell Hotel before the Answering Pennant was raised. Meanwhile
Derek White and his team from the Northern committee together with the hotel pulled out all the stops
for the re-run. While the turnout was smaller, more than half the original complement of members and
guests were able to make the new event. They enjoyed a jolly reception in the Commodore’s spacious
suite on the Thursday evening and outings on the Friday including a very well-attended trip to Crom Castle
despite a hiccup caused by the high water levels in Lough Erne and concluded with the New Members’
Cocktail Party and the dinner in the evening.

Members of the ICC crew disembarking after a cruise on Lough Erne

With our fitting-out lunch being cancelled to make way for the re-arranged Annual Dinner Weekend,
members enjoyed the bracing air of the North Coast, an aperitivo in the friendly and hospitable Portrush
Yacht Club followed by lunch in the restaurant 55 Degrees North on Thursday 12th April. With many
opting to take the train from Belfast to Portrush, it proved to be a relaxed and convivial occasion.

This year the Northern and Eastern Region will combine for what should be a well-attended Spring Rally
in the picturesque fishing village of Ardglass over the weekend of Friday 1st to Sunday 3rd June. Situated
just north of St John’s Lighthouse, Ardglass is handily placed for yachts coming from either direction.
While the mileage is shorter when coming from the north, yachts from the south can catch a north-going
tide and then benefit from the comparative lack of current in Dundalk Bay while enjoying a magnificent
view of the Mountains of Mourne sweeping down to the sea. The Commodore plans to host a reception
and the evening meal will be at the adjoining golf club.

Meet the RCC

July is of course the zenith of the cruising season and, with perfect timing, the Royal Cruising Club (RCC),
who are circumnavigating Ireland clockwise this summer, plan to hold a joint rally with us on Rathlin
Island on Friday 6th July. For those heading to the traditional cruising grounds of Scotland’s West Coast
or to Donegal or who plan to circumnavigate in the other direction, this will provide a perfect start to the
summer’s endeavours. Ed Wheeler and John Clementson are leading the arrangements on the ICC side.
And if for some reason you are unable to visit Rathlin at this stage, there will be a further opportunity
when we return for our Autumn Rally over the weekend of 31st August to 2nd September.
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Epistle from the East

"

English Harbour, Antigua

After what has felt like the longest and coldest
winter in many years, at last there are signs that
Spring is on its way. However, many of our Eastern
Members have been active during this time. In
early September, we made to decision to cancel our
planned Rally to Arklow due to lack of interest and
threatening weather. However, our fallback was to
go to Malahide and we had a very pleasant dinner
in the Grand Hotel with 17 attending.

On the 13th October we had yet another successful
Lunch in the Kildare St and University Club where
82 members and guests, including 16 from the
Northern region thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
This was followed a few weeks later when 12
Eastern members, courtesy of Irish Rail, travelled
to the North Region lunch in the Reform Club in
Belfast and it was a nice opportunity for these
members to meet old friends and make new ones.

This year our Christmas lunch was held in the Royal
Irish Yacht Club which was filled to capacity. Yet
another extremely successful and enjoyable day.

Our Spring lunch will be held on Friday 20th April
2018 in the Royal St George Yacht Club, a departure
from our normal venues in the city centre.

We can also report that a number of our members
have been active on the water over the winter
months.

For the second year in a row Sean McCormack and
six friends chartered an Oceanis 41.1 in Antigua in
January. Upon taking over the yacht at their charter
base at Antigua slipway, they were pleasantly
surprised to see racing yacht Bam from Howth Yacht

by Grainne Fitzgerald

club tied up ahead of them. She was being rigged
for the upcoming Antigua 600 series of races.

Over the following fourteen days they enjoyed
some very leisurely sailing, visiting various ports
and anchorages in Antigua, Guadeloupe and the
Saints. They have told me that truthfully it was
mostly motoring so as to insure all the gadgets on
board worked and to have a never-failing supply of
ice! Living in shorts and shirts both on and off the
water in the month of January was no hardship,
while everyone on board was getting reports of the
Irish winter weather at home.

After the charter, two of them stayed on in Antigua
for another ten days to explore ashore and to
shorten the Irish winter back in Dublin.

Our Secretary, Alan Markey and his family also had
a Sunsail holiday around Antigua over Christmas.

Our previous compiler of the Eastern Notes, John
Burke and his wife Margaret completed a unique
bit of cruising by taking a ship from Tilbury to
the Azores and onwards to such places as Cuba,
Mexico, Belize, Panama, and Colombia in the
middle Americas, then back to the more familiar
Caribbean lIslands such as Antigua and St Lucia
before returning to London via Madeira and Lisbon.

John recommends such adventures to vintage
yachties like himself. He says it may be somewhat
like “Butlins on sea”, but if one likes being at sea
while in between seeing a bit more of the World,
then it beats sitting by the fire this side of Paradise.

In conclusion, our next sailing event will be a
combined Eastern and Northern rally to Ardglass
on the weekend of our June bank holiday.
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Twinned lighthouses

by Norman Kean
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From the Chart Table

The Maidens. The east (operational) tower has just been converted to LED and solar power. The light is now on a pole right
on top of the lantern cap, while the huge glass optic is redundant and stationary, and covered to prevent risk of fire from
focusing the sun’s rays.

The first time | sailed round Ireland, thirty years ago,
| was struck by the number of disused lighthouse
towers, each one standing fairly close to the present
light. | wondered why so many lighthouses had had
to be replaced.

But that's not always what had happened. At
Wicklow Head in 1781, two lighthouses were
built at the same time. Their light was supplied by
assemblies of tallow candles, and the two octagonal
towers were positioned with the rear one on higher
ground, ESE-WNW to provide a leading line north of
the Arklow Bank. The fact that there were two lights
rather than one also helped to aid identification.

By 1810 both lights were in poor condition, and
the upper one was often obscured by fog. But the
principle of twinning towers had gained favour. In
1818 the Wicklow Head lights were replaced by
a new pair on the same transit bearing, and the
old front tower was demolished. Between then
and 1837 Inspector of Lighthouses George Halpin
designed five more pairs: on Skellig Michael, first lit
in 1826, the Maidens, north of Larne (1829), Eagle
Island (1835), Slyne Head (1836) and Inishowen
Head (1837). The Inishowen Head lights in line led
clear of the Tuns Bank, north of Magilligan Point.

That was as far as it went. Whether it was the

double cost of building and operating twinned
lights, or the development of improved lights and
lenses offering easier ways of differentiating one
light from another, no more pairs were built. Tory
Island had been built as a single light in the 1820s.
The next one established after 1837 was at St
John’s Point, County Down, in 1844, and from then
on Irish lighthouses stood alone.

The twins had their problems. In 1865 the principal
keepers of the two Skellig lights came to blows,
and one of them was dismissed from the service.
In 1861 a storm damaged the east tower on Eagle
Island - despite being 220 feet above sea level, the
lantern was virtually destroyed by a wave, and the
tower was flooded.

One by one the stations were reduced to a single
light: Wicklow Head in 1865, the Skellig in 1870,
Inishowen Head in 1871 (adapted to show a red
sector over the Tuns) and Eagle Island in 1895,
after the accommodation at its east tower was
severely damaged by another storm in 1894. Slyne
Head followed in 1898 and the Maidens in 1903.
Today, all the disused towers from 1818-37 still
stand, minus their lanterns, as does the back tower
of 1781 on Wicklow Head, now owned by the Irish
Landmark Trust.
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The Bantry Boats

By W M Nixon

They are surely among the most elegant sail
training boats in the world. But when their design
emerged more than 220 years ago, the needs of
instruction in team oarsmanship, and the teaching
of the efficient use of a sophisticated three-masted
lugsail rig, were not the first priorities. It was
assumed that their crews, the elite boatmen of the
navy they served, would already be well versed in
such skKills.

Yettoday, these distinctive 38ft craftare atthe heart
of the Atlantic Challenge, a unique international
sea training programme which provides practical
guidance in seamanship with boat handling skKills
under both oar and sail, together with that sense of
team work which is well nurtured by learning to play
a useful role in a large crew crowded into a long but
slim boat of classical lines.

They’'ve become known as the Bantry Boats by
bizarre twists of history. After the withdrawal of an
unsuccessful 43-ship invasion to Bantry Bay by
the French navy in 1796, an Admiral’s longboat

of them. On such matters, he would be in contact
regularly with his friend Bernard Cadoret of the
encyclopaedic French magazine Le Chasse Marée.
This splendid publication, which Cadoret founded
in 1981 with his wife Michele, is heroically devoted
to the cause of maritime history and culture, both
nationally and worldwide. The continuing existence
of the Bantry gig was something which deservedly
was given close attention, with the vessel’s lines
being taken off in Ireland by Paul Kerrigan in 1977
to provide a uniquely authentic set of plans and
several articles in Le Chasse Marée.

The fact that the true plans were in existence
played a role in the next stage of the story. It began
in 1986 when New York Harbor saw the staging of
the first Atlantic Challenge events. The brainchild
of American marine philanthropist Lance Lee

in consultation with Bernard Cadoret, it was

of the first quality - built in Brest in 1790 - was i

i based on multi-activity competition between

left behind on Bere Island. In time, she was

moved to the boathouse at Bantry House,

young crews representing the US and France,

1

]

|
' using replicas of the Bantry longboat.

and that boathouse proved to be the perfect

preservation pod, neither too warm nor too

Since then, a biennial international series

of Atlantic Challenges has been held,

cold, neither too dry nor too damp. fﬁﬁ ) i
i T the programme reflecting the growing
There she stayed until 1944, when the Irish T international interest. This year the Atlantic
its museum service |{LLLLLLLLL]

government through

<4 Challenge will be in Northern Ireland. It will

was persuaded to take over responsibility. jif

| be held at Antrim Boat Club in northeast

i
The Bantry Boat finally went on public ;

corner of Lough Neagh, our largest lake, from

display when she was loaned to the nascent

July 20th to 28th. The Lough Neagh men won

Maritime Museum in Dun Laoghaire in 1974.
Then, after some years there, she was given

2012’s international event at Bantry.

By now it is reckoned that as many as 80

conservation treatment by John Kearon (who

Bantry boats may have been built, many

later conserved the Asgard), and now the

classic ship’s gig is on permanent display in

as community efforts. Sometimes, building

them has proven to be the easiest part - with

the Collins Barracks section of the National
Museum in Dublin.

During the long years while this historic craft
was looking for a permanent home, much
else had happened. It's wellnigh impossible to
tabulate just how many projects of maritime history
the polymath Hal Sisk ICC has been involved with
over the years. But back in the 1970s and for
subsequent decades, the Bantry Boat was just one

their ten 10ft oars, they need a full crew of

13. In addition, year-round maintenance of a

38ft open wooden boat is a massive challenge

in the age of glassfibre. But if it can all be put

together, and kept together in terms of boats

and personnel and continuing enthusiasm, then

the result is a fleet of swift boats of extraordinary

elegance and historical significance which have
found a new role of enduring value.
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ICC Club Awards

Presented this year by Derek White, who had a lot
of difficult choices to make, but also clearly enjoyed
his job thoroughly. That he managed to do this and
do such a great and entertaining job of it on top of
taking the lead on organising the annual dinner in
Cavan was inspirational to all in attendance. =

<€ Given the immense amount of work he put into
organizing the 2017 Rias Biaxas Rally, Peter Haden
was presented with the John B Kearney Cup, “for
an outstanding contribution to Irish sailing”.

Maire Breathnach was selected by Ann Lyons and
Richard Cudmore asthe winner ofthe Photographic
Plate for “the best photograph submitted and
published with a log in the ICC Annual”. >

<€ Michael Boyd was awarded with the Gull Salver,
as “the owner of the highest placed Irish yacht in
the RORC Fastnet Race”.

Nick Musgrave was presented with the Trans
Oceanic Pennant. It is “awarded to a member who
has sailed a vessel across an ocean as skipper
when a member”. >
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Members of the 2018 Irish Cruising Club Committee

Join The ICC
Facebook Page

This is where you will find current news, events and some lively discussions. It is your forum and where
you can post questions, advice or suggestions to fellow members.

Just search for “Irish Cruising Club” on Facebook, click on the link to the group page and then click on the
"join” link. If you are a member of the ICC, your approval is guaranteed.

Evening Sail

Gurgle from the bow Through golden gorse
Sails rounded to the wind A path high up
Leaning to port Winds slowly.
Sliding forward, A couple
Nothing said. Young, laughing,
Arm in arm
Outside, Look down, walk on.
White surf ‘
On granite walls Haul, hold,
Faces a popple sea. Catch a fickle air;
Isolate the pause
Making the headland? From time,
Tack to clear, Sink all known events
Tack now. In to the gentle turmoil
Of our wake.
Ease by,
Tide lapping,

On swirl of rock
A bird in flight, low down
Passes between us. John P Burke August 2017



