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A Note from the Commodore 
Peter Ronaldson

At long last the winter seems to have fi nally gone, the sun is shining and there is a 
little heat in the air. The worst winter for decades with its rain, fl oods, gales, frost 
and snow and a continuing and depressing economic climate have combined
to test everyone’s enthusiasm for fi tting out and getting the boat ready for the season. We should be thankful therefore 
that our chosen pastime of cruising under sail offers one of the best possible means of escaping from the pressures of 
shore bound life for those who wish to do so. According to this month’s Yachting Monthly we are also about to enjoy 
a warm sunny summer, so let us all forget about the miserable winter and get on with enjoying ourselves cruising in 
whatever way and wherever suits us best.

Thanks to Derek White and his 
team of helpers we have just enjoyed 
another excellent Annual Dinner 
weekend – this time in the North at 
the hugely improved Slieve Donard 
Hotel in Newcastle. Even the 
weather co-operated and the sun 
shone throughout our visit allowing 
us to see and enjoy the Mournes 
and their surroundings at their best. I 
think everyone who visited the maze 
at Castlewellan found their way out 
successfully. As usual we entertained 
guests from our sister Clubs and by 
a fortunate coincidence of timing we 
were also able to welcome Sr Jose 
Melo and Sr Roberto Avila, the 
President and Vice President of the 
Clube Naval de Santa Maria in 
the Azores and their partners. We 
were delighted to be able to return 
some of the outstanding hospitality 
which we received from their Club 
during our rally last year. Once again 
we had no music or dancing at 
the function, except for some very 
welcome contributions by our own 
talented members, which allowed 
plenty of conversation and good 
crack to fl ow.

After the exertions of the Azores 
and Rathmullan last year we are 
not organising any major event afl oat 

this summer although of course there 
will be the usual local rallies around 
the coast and to our neighbouring 
islands. You will also fi nd details 
elsewhere in the Newsletter of our 
next inland waterways expedition 
which will run over the weekend of 
30th September to 3rd October and 
you will also fi nd information on our 
next major summer event which will 
be to Brittany at the end of June 
2011. As I’m sure most members 
realise this is the centenary of the 
Clyde Cruising Club and the ICC is 
invited to take part in their celebratory 
Cruise in Company in July. Many 
members have already signed up 
for the event which promises to be 
great fun regardless of the weather 
and the midges and full details can 
be found on our website.

As usual at this time of year I remind 
members to start thinking about 
prospective new members who they 
might wish to propose in the Autumn.  
The Committee has decided that up 
to ten new members will be elected 
next January and the whole process 
of election is made much easier if 
proposers strictly follow the simple 
guidelines which are published in 
the Member’s area of the website.

Our own boat Seascape of Down 
has not really got over the shock 
we infl icted on her last year by 
transporting her from the Med to 
Ireland but provided the central 
heating works and our new “wendy 
house” over the cockpit remains 
reasonably watertight and doesn’t 
blow away we will be spending 
much of the summer on the West 
Coast of Scotland taking in the CCC 
celebrations. I hope we will meet 
many fellow members en route and 
look forward to sharing a glass or two 
of something with them somewhere 
along the way. Regardless of where 
you will be cruising this year I hope 
the winds will be fair, the sun warm, 
the food and wine enjoyable and 
most of all the time spent afl oat great 
fun. I look forward to reading all about 
your experiences in another bumper 
edition of the Annual at Christmas.  
Good Cruising 
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Hon. Secretary’s Report

Grainne FitzGerald

The Annual General Meeting was held On Friday 
26th February 2010 at The Royal Irish Yacht Club, 
Dun Laoghaire.

The Commodore opened the meeting and read out 
the names of seven members deceased since the last 
AGM.

Fergus McKinley, Barbara O’Hanlon, Séamus Salmon, 
Cal Condon, Maimie McConnell, Perry Escott, Ken 
Cooke.

At the request of the Commodore, members stood in 
silence in tribute to those who have died.

Commodore’s Report: Despite another dreadful 
summer in home waters we had another full programme 
of events. The fi rst event of 2009 was the Annual Dinner at 
the Connamara Coast Hotel in Co Galway, organised by 
David Whitehead and his team. The major event afl oat 
was the joint ICC/RCC Azores Rally, also organised by 
David Whitehead who, unfortunately, due to ill health 
was unable to attend this very successful event. David 
was, however, able to attend the alternate ICC rally to 
Rathmullan, organised by Derek White. It was noted 
that as over 120 members and guests sat down to 
Dinner in Rathmullan, a similar number were sitting down 
to Dinner many miles away in the Azores. 

The Commodore’s happiest event was a somewhat 
impromptu evening in Galway for the presentation of the 
Fastnet Award to Commander Bill King. Due to the 
fact that he was just months off his 100th Birthday, it was 
decided to have the presentation there rather than at the 
AGM.

The Commodore described the events of 2010, the fi rst 
being the Annual Dinner in March at the Slieve Donard 
Hotel in Newcastle. This year is the Clyde Cruising 
Club’s 100th anniversary and we have been invited to 
join their cruise in Scotland. In September there will 
be another inland waterways cruise on the Shannon, 
starting at Carraig on Shannon.

Election of Offi cers and Committee:

In accordance with Rule 9, the following offi cers were 
proposed by Michael McKee and seconded by Wallace 
Clarke, and all were duly elected:

Commodore Peter Ronaldson (North)  (3rd Year)

Vice-Commodore David Whitehead (West) (2nd Year)

Rear-Commodore Joe Phelan (East) (1st Year)

Rear Commodore Eleanor Cudmore (South) (2nd Year)

Hon. Secretary Grainne FitzGerald (3rd Year)

Hon Treasurer Tom Fitzpatrick (3rd Year)

In accordance with Rule 11, the following members were 
proposed by Cormac McHenry and seconded by Jack 
Wolfe for the committee. 

North South
John Clementson (5th Year) Bill Brady (3rd Year)

Alan Leonard (6th Year) Dan Cross (6th Year)

Connla Magennis (7th Year) John Daly (5th Year)

Stanton Adair (1st Year) Len Curtin (2nd Year)

East West
Cliff Hilliard (5th Year) Peter Fernie (2nd Year)

Peter Courtney (3rd Year) Frank Ranalow (1st Year)

Robert Fowler (2nd Year)

Alan McGettigan (1st Year)

Rule Changes:

(a) Membership
 That Rule 5(iii) be amended to read
 “Senior Members: members for whom the sum of age 

and period as a member in years exceeds 95 on or 
before 31st December in the preceding year.”

(b) Subscriptions
 That the following be added to Rule 13(iii)
 “Senior Members may, on application to the Honorary 

Secretary, choose to pay only half of the annual 
subscription.”

John Currie proposed the acceptance of the change of 
wording to Rule 5(iii) and the addition to Rule 13 (iii) and 
it was seconded by Terence Johnston. 

John Clementson asked if the “Grandfather Rule” would 
apply (i.e. current senior members would continue to get 
free membership) and was told that in theory they would 
but it was hoped they would choose to pay 50%.

(c) Flags
 That the fi rst sentence of Rule 4(v) be amended to 

read
 “The fl ag of past Commodores shall be a red rectangle, 

ratio 3:2, with a black diamond bearing a white device 
representing the Fastnet Rock and lighthouse showing 
beams.” 

It was brought to the meetings attention that a couple 
of objections had been raised regarding the change 
proposed for the past Commodores fl ag. However after 
an explanation by the Commodore and a short discussion, 
it was proposed by Ed Wheeler that we should accept 
the amendment to Rule 4(v) and this was seconded by 
David FitzGerald.
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(d) Honorary Port Representatives
 That Rule 11(ix) be amended to read 
 “The Committee may appoint Honorary Port Offi cers 

to provide advice and assistance to Club members 
when cruising in the area.”

John Clementson proposed the amendment to Rule 
11(ix) and it was seconded by David Beattie.

The minutes of the AGM may be viewed in full on our 
website.

Events for your Diary
This is a snapshot of events as of April 2010. Check the 
website for continuing updates.

2010
Apr 7 South Region Spring Lunch at Carrigaline 

Court Hotel, Cork

Apr 10 North Region Spring Lunch at RNIYC, 
Cultra

Apr 16 East Region informal lunch at St. Stephen’s 
Green Club

Apr 17 South Region Muster at Haulbowline Naval 
Base

29-30 May North Region Rally, Peel, IoM

Jun 5-7 East and North Region Rally, Caernarfon

Jul 18-30 CCC 100 years celebration cruise 

Aug 4-8 RCC Norway Meet 

Aug 7 South Region Muster at Bere Island.

Aug 28 East Region Mini-Cruise, Malahide

Sep 11-12 North Region Rally, (venue TBA)

Sep 25 South Region, End of Season Raft-Up at 
East Ferry

30 Sep-3 Oct Waterways Cruise, Carrick on Shannon 

Dec 10 South Region, Christmas Dinner at RCYC

2011
18 Feb AGM, Prizegiving and Dinner, National YC, 

Dun Laoghaire

25-26 Mar Annual Cocktail Party and Dinner, Malton 
Hotel, Killarney

21-29 Jun Club Cruise to Brittany (Bénodet, Houat, La 
Trinité)

Those planning on attending are asked 
to express an interest to Dan Cross, the 
organiser

Notes from the North

Stanton Adair
Recent and forthcoming events

Following a very successful annual dinner at the Slieve 
Donard Hotel, Northern members met on 10th April 
for lunch at Royal North of Ireland Yacht Club. Royal 
North were as always superb hosts and following a short 
meeting (until the Bar opened!) the Commodore and 
Northern Committee members outlined planned activities 
for the incoming season.

Alan Leonard has arrangements fully in hand for what 
promises to be another enjoyable rally in Peel on 29th 
April. We hope some East coast boats will be able to join 
us prior to their rally in Wales the following weekend. 
The very sheltered inner harbour should ensure a stable 
platform for refreshments prior to dinner! Peel Yacht Club 
extends a very warm invitation to all participants to use 
their premises.

There was discussion as to the best venue for a 
September rally. Suggestions included Stranraer with 
its new pontoons and Kirkcudbright. Stranraer is the 
present favoured port.

Derek White, following his most successful organising 
of the Annual Dinner, has been a glutton for punishment 
and taken on the planning of the Shannon Rally (30th 
September to 4th October). There are still one or two 
boats available  - contact Derek directly.

It was also agreed to have the Northern Christmas Lunch 
on Saturday 4th December in Royal Ulster Yacht Club 
(subject to availability).

Members’ Plans

A number of members plan to attend the Clyde Cruising 
Club Centenary Celebrations in July. John Clementson 
will be there in Faustina II, complete with new gear box. 
He would be happy to hear from ICC members  who 
intend to be at the Celebrations so that perhaps a soiree 
might be organised.

Maeve and Adrian Bell are off to Sweden to collect their 
yacht and cruise the west coast of Sweden eventually 
making their way to Norway and thence to Stavanger.

They intend to fi t in a couple of trips home before returning 
for the RCC Meet at Skudeneshavn. They plan to take 
in the Orkneys on the way home.

Frank Smyth will be collecting Katrilli, his new 
Sparkman and Stevens 38 in Troon. This is a boat which 
had a prolonged Round the World voyage with a previous 
owner though Frank does not intend a circumnavigation 
this year!
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Connla Magennis’s plans this year are constrained as 
Starfi re is up for sale.

Andy McCarter’s Gwilli 3 remains in la Gomera 
where very pleasant and enviable winter sailing has 
been enjoyed. This has included watching the start of 
the Woodvale Transatlantic Rowing Race. He is off to the 
Azores in July.

Peter Bullock intends to join the East Coast Rally in 
Caernarfon the weekend following the Peel Rally. In 
the summer El Torro will also visit the Scottish islands.

David Williams and Reiver will also cruise the West 
Coast of Scotland.

Brian Black will be fi lming in the Hebrides in May, 
visiting Skye in June and the Shetlands in August. No 
Artic cruise this year!

Brian Law is, I understand, about to bring Macaria - a 
1922 Gaff Yawl by Dickie of Tarbert - from the hayshed 
to the water and eventually to Scotland.

Ian Stevenson is off to Spain for six weeks and will visit 
France on the way home.

Tony Weston is joining a Farr 65 in the Azores in May 
to sail back to Portsmouth.

Lynn Johnston is one of the members attending the 
Clyde Cruising Club’s Centenary.

James Nixon, rumour has it, much as he enjoys sailing 
his River Class in Strangford Lough, misses having a 
boat with a cooker and beds! As compensation he intends 
to join friends at the RCC Meet in August in Norway.

Other News

Donaghadee Harbour is to be dredged to a depth of 
twenty feet. Donaghadee, with its good restaurant and 
pub facilities makes an excellent stopover and is an 
alternative to Bangor or Carrickfergus.

In June the Clyde Cruising Club will be publishing  
Cruising Scotland : the Clyde to Cape Wrath. This is a 
companion volume to the CCC Sailing Directions. The 
authors are Mike Balmforth (ICC) and Edward Mason 
(the persent editor of CCC Sailing Directions. 

Congratulations

To Ballyholme Yacht Club on its success in securing 
the Northern Ireland Elite Sailing Facility. This will involve 
the building of a superb new clubhouse incorporating 
modern training resources and will be a major boost to 
sailing in Northern Ireland.

Also to Doug Smyth on being awarded a very well-
deserved RYA national award recognising his contribution 
to Sailing over many years.

Notes from the South
Eleanor Cudmore

As the days get longer there is anticipation in the air as 
we get ready to launch boats for another season, thinking 
“It can’t be as dreadful as the last couple of years”. After 
the awful winter of fl oods and snow and ice surely we are 
due some warm sunny days this summer.

Boats may have been laid up for the winter, but our 
Southern Members have remained very active.   On the 
31st October when the general committee had their 
annual ‘country’ meeting in the Naval Base, Haulbowline 
in Cork Harbour a great number of our southern 
members turned out to meet and join the committee for 
dinner that evening. One hundred and six dined in the 
lovely surroundings of the Wardroom.

In December we had very large attendance for our 
Annual Christmas Dinner in Kinsale Yacht Club where 
we were honoured to welcome our Commodore and his 
wife, Peter and Evie.

The monthly Spring Lunches in Carrigaline Court Hotel (1st 
Wednesday of Feb/Mar/April) have been a great success 
again this year. Fifty one attended the March lunch. It 
is great opportunity for our members who don’t do so 
much sailing now to come and share their escapades 
and experiences. And for those who keep their boats 
abroad to do the same but also to give advice on foreign 
places that they are familiar with, to the members might 
like to visit.  There is plenty of time over these relaxed 
lunches to “pick brains”. Members from other regions are 
very welcome.

This year we are adding a new event to the South region 
agenda. We are starting off the season with a Raft Up and 
Dinner and overnight stay in the Basin on April 17th   in 
the Naval Base in Haulbowline in Cork Harbour. Due to 
security reasons we have only been granted permission 
for people coming by boat.

The change of venue for last summer’s West Cork Rally 
was such a success we are going to return to Bantry 
Bay. On Saturday 7th August we will raft up for lunch in 
Adrigole and go then back to Lawrence  Cove Marina 
on Bere Island for dinner that evening. Anyone planning 
a trip around Ireland, do please add that to your passage 
plans. Everybody is welcome. You can join us by car, last 
year a member from Wexford joined us by caravan!

Our End of Season Raft Up will be in East Ferry on the 
25th September. We had glorious sunshine last year 
which I am sure John Daly will arrange again.
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The Christmas Dinner will be held on Friday 10th 
December in Royal Cork Yacht Club to which we hope 
many of our members and spouses/partners will come.

Next year the South will host the annual dinner in the 
Malton Hotel (formally the Great Southern Hotel) in 
Killarney on the week end of 25th/27th March. 

The South, (Dan Cross and Stuart Musgrave) is also 
organising a Club Cruise in Brittany. It will be a 10 day 
cruise from Benodet 21st June 2011 to La Trinite 29th  
June. There will be a function in both places on those 
dates and hopefully a BBQ mid way. More details later, 
but if anyone is interested please contact Dan Cross at 
dancross@eircom.net

I wish you all a wonderful season’s cruising in whatever 
seas or oceans you choose. Remember to bring the 
Yearbook with you so you can recognise boats and have 
easy contact with your fellow members. Now all we need 
is some decent weather!

R. J. Fielding recalls putting into Newlyn for tonic 
on Moonduster.

The blue Moonduster was lost off Fiji recently and it 
reminded me of a trip I did on her with Denis Doyle 
years ago. She had an engine for rating purposes mainly 
but it was also useful for motoring on entering or leaving 
port. Denis wanted the boat delivered to Portsmouth 
for the round Brittan race. Typically he arranged a crew 
at the last minute, Joe Fitzgerald (ICC), Dick Lane, M. 
O’Keeffe (Bantry) and myself. We departed late on Friday 
and after a quick and easy crossing we had the open 
air theatre between the Runnelstone and Mousehole 
abeam by 17.00. Then the barman announced that 
we had not enough tonic water to even get around the 
Lizard. Because of our fast progress Denis was talked 
into a short stop in Newlyn for replenishments. Going in 
between the Narrow Heads, Denis announced in sotto 
voce, as he only could, that the engine was stuck in 
gear - ahead. I remember lifting off the engine box and 
belting the gear lever with the ships hammer to no avail. 
It was early ebb and not enough room to turn and go 
out again. The skipper was left with the diffi cult choice of 
ploughing into moored trawlers or do likewise into a large 
bank of mud slightly to starboard ahead. He instinctively 
and wisely chose the latter and slowly the yacht slithered 
to a soft stop. No damage to anything was done except 
to our pride. As the tide ebbed we just lay over slowly to 
starboard and dried out totally surrounded by thick black 
smelly mud. Denis retired to his bunk and slept. The crew 
sat about in the cockpit idly speculating that she would 
fi ll before she rose on the rising tide. Not a bit of that 

however as S&S had done their sums correctly and she 
rose gently like the lady she was. If only she did the same 
in Fiji but the tide was not there to serve her. I remember 
well the happy sounds of revellers coming out of hostels 
on the hill above on that warm moonlit summer’s night.  
Floating off at dawn we somehow managed to turn the 
boat around and sail out clear of the heads and away to 
the Lizard and beyond.

Had we learnt anything from that passage? Yes. Always 
carry enough tonic on board! AND if you must collide 
with something ensure it is a mud bank.

Raymond Fielding annoyed at being taught to 
suck eggs!!

He writes:

Yesterday the phone rang. It was the local (south) Flag-
Offi cer.

Q. Have you sold your boat?

A. Yes, some weeks ago.

Q. Has she been sold to a member of the ICC?

A. No, but maybe a close relation.

Q. Have you taken the ICC letters off the transom?

A. Yes, all three (clubs)of them, RCYC, ICC and RCC.

The lettering was removed by thumbnail on a sunny day 
without leaving a mark after four seasons. Remember 
to keep pressurised water cleaning jets away from 
such lettering and also from lightly glued veneers.   The 
importance of removing such lettering is that members 
of clubs are frequently very disappointed on hailing what 
appears to be a member only to fi nd that the member 
was the last owner. Similarly tenders and fenders should 
have club letters removed unless it is sold to a fellow 
member.

On the debate at the AGM on former fl ag offi cers 
burgees (in the style of Gilbert and Sullivan)

A wandering pennant I,

A thing of shreds and patches,

Of balls and lights and beams,

Lost tails and white line argent

R. J. Fielding
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Web Weather
Eleanor Cudmore

Adrian Stokes wrote to me about the weather forecast 
web site UGRIB, http://grib.us/ He fi nds it to be excellent 
both in Spanish and home waters.  He says he has met 
many people who have never heard of it and would like 
to draw the member’s attention to it.

I checked and you will actually fi nd a link to it in the 
ICC website, http://www.irishcruisingclub.com/ Go to 
the members pages and click on Links. Scroll down to 
Cruising info and you will fi nd links to many weather sites. 
You will fi nd a link to a 7 day free trial for UGrib.

Four boats stuck in Dingle last year found http://windguru.
com/ to be very good. It was incredibly accurate. We all 
left at 0600 with a 6 hour weather window and when 
Ann Again was safely tucked into Schull the gales 
started again!. Another site we found good in the Baltic 
is http://passageweather.com/ and I particularly like the 
animated surface wind chart. It is very easy to use and it 
is worldwide.

Notes from the East 
John P Bourke

I start most unusually with a note of a voyage in February 
of this year, from Dublin to the Isle of Bute in the Clyde. 
Patrick D’Arcy did admit that it was a touch chilly with 
a brisk wind on the nose and snow fl urries in Dundalk 
Bay. Crosby does however have a good heating system 
and the weather did improve as they got closer to 
Scotland, which they will explore later in the year. Also 
to Scotland will go Trevor Wood in Misty and Tom 
Fitzpatrick in Empress III. Having sold Alannah after 
so many good years, John and Jenny Crebbin will 
take their replacement 42 footer Ocean Gypsy as far as 
Inverness with the Royal St George Yacht Club which is 
running a cruise in company to the Baltic. They will then 
split off to visit the Orkneys, Shetland and Norway 
before turning south to Brittany. Having returned from 
the Baltic last year, Paddy Blaney will also visit the 
Shetlands in Maelduin.

Further south, Peter Cullen will explore the islands of 
South Brittany in Koala while Philip Bourke having 
wintered Fiacra in Brest, will sail down the same coast. 
Voyager with Brían McManus will sail to the Channel 
Islands with yet another Royal St George cruise in 
company before turning west to the same waters 

and what must be the best fruits de mer to be found 
anywhere.

Cormac McHenry after many years in the broad 
Atlantic, is taking Island Life from Lagos into the 
Mediteranean, probably as far as Menorca. He admits 
to some concern  that he could fi nd this new cruising life 
quite seductive. Muglins with Paul Butler aims to come 
the other way from southern Spain round Iberia and 
back to Dun Laoghaire, while Afar VI will sail up the 
western Iberian coast to Galicia with Brendan Bradley 
after which Ivor Cherry intends to sail out to the Azores 
and back. Another boat entering the Mediteranean is 
Pure Magic. Peter Killen, never afraid of distance, will 
bring her all the way from Lagos to Greece.

Still in the South of France, the Clandillons will 
continue to explore in C’est Formidable, while further 
east John Banim will take Cleo round the Peloponese 
to Crete and Turkey. Already in Turkey, Anne Woulfe-
Flanagan and Bernard Corbally will sail Beowulf from 
Marmaris to Bodrum and Izmir, ending in the Greek 
island of Leros. Terry Johnson’s Nyabo is also in 
Marmaris and he will start to retrace his footsteps west 
through the Greek islands of Rhodes, the Dedecanese 
and Northern Cyclades, ending up in Lavarion near 
Athens.

Alan McGettigan in Wolfhound will continue his 
journey east from Corfu through the Corinth Canal to 
the island of Kos off the South West Turkish coast, and 
later intends to go north as far as Istanbul.

Back in home waters, Paddy Barry said to my surprise 
he intends to take Ar Seachran to the South West 
of Ireland. This sounded somewhat tame for him until 
he confessed that he will later join Jarlath Cunnane in 
Northabout for a modest little triangle to the Azores, 
Nova Scotia and Newfoundland. That should make 
yet another fascinating story.

In Maine this year, Cuilaun will celebrate her 40th 
birthday. Michael O’Flaherty and Brian Smullen have 
invited some of us who have sailed on her over the years 
to a small celebration and perhaps a little sailing among 
the islands. Cuilaun as ever, looks and sails as if she had 
been launched yesterday.

Malachi O’Gallagher has told me of one of the more 
humbling experiences of his life which I thought I would 
share with you. It was when he had to examine Cdr. Bill 
King many years ago for his Yachtmaster Certifi cate 
Offshore. How does one examine someone who quite 
apart from surviving a whole world war in his submarine, 
has sailed all the oceans of the world. When he came 
for his interview he asked if any subject matter of which 
he should be aware had changed, Malachi advised him 
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that the Lateral Buoyage System had been more widely 
introduced and that there were a few changes to the 
Collision Regulations. Cdr King said that he was not 
aware of the changes and that he would present himself 
for examination after he had studied them. His comment 
was “Don’t sit for an examination until you know your 
subject to the best of your ability”. After some weeks he 
returned, knew his subject perfectly and passed.

This remarkable sailor was particularly pleased when the 
serial number on his certifi cate turned out to be 007, and 
he derived much value from it. A year later he applied 
for his Yachtmaster Ocean Certifi cate and was able to 
submit the log books, sight book and small scale charts 
of his world circumnavigation in Galway Blazer. 

He offers an example of the highest of standards for all 
of us.

One question Cdr King was asked was “what is probably 
the most important piece of navigational equipment on 
board in addition to the compass”, which he answered 
correctly and without hesitation. “The answer will be 
found in the Autumn Newsletter”.

Notes from the West
Peter Fernie

Frank Larkin organised another successful pre Christmas 
Western lunch in Limerick and the apocalyptic November 
rainfall  abated suffi ciently to allow the Galway contingent 
to navigate the fl ooded Galway-Limerick highway. Thirty-
fi ve members and guests foregathered in the bar in the 
Strand Hotel Limerick. The ICC contingent was in marked 
contrast to a rather serious ledger of Limerick and Mid 
West accountants who were all getting stuck into the 
Ballygowan with gusto. We had a good representation 
from Cork and Kerry including Rear Commodore, Eleanor 
Cudmore, as well as the “grand old man of west coast 
sailing” ex-Commodore David FitzGerald who travelled  
from Dublin especially. The Vice Commodore toasted the 
guests There was merriment and western bonhomie in 
spades, which the short speeches did little to interrupt.

At the end of February we presented the Fastnet Trophy 
to our own Honorary Member, Commander Bill King, 
DSO, DSC, RN retd. Bill will be 100 in June  and in 
deference to his great age, it was only fi tting that the 
presentation should take place in Galway. There was 
a good turnout and the Commander was in sparkling 
form with anecdotes and stories stretching back over 
80 years. The Commodore presented the Trophy and 
spoke generously about the recipient’s life. Tom Foote 

read a short tribute from Stuart Woods, the US author, 
whom Bill had accompanied on a OSTAR pre-qualifi cation 
voyage back in the 60’s.( this is printed elsewhere in full)  
One of Bill’s earlier exploits had been rewarded by the 
Cruising Club of America Blue Water Medal and three 
other ICC recipients (Paddy Barry, Jarlath Cunnane 
and John Gore-Grimes) joined him to add tribute and 
get a fairly historic group photograph.

At the recent AGM, Frank Ranalow from Kilrush replaced 
Michael Brogan who regrettably had to resign from 
the Committee due to an increasing work load. David 
Whitehead was re-elected Vice Commodore and Peter 
Fernie re-elected to the Committee.

As the fairly bleak winter fi nally fades into memory, plans for 
the forthcoming season are advanced. Donal Morrissy, 
has had Rebound laid up in Arzal on the Vilaine river 
in South Brittany. A repaint of the topsides having gone 
successfully, he plans to cruise in these parts “revisiting 
Petain’s grave and indulging in other eccentricities”.  
Jarlath Cunnane is planning to take Northabout to 
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia in early June with “the 
usual crew and a couple of extra musicians”, stopping en 
route to take in the Azores.

Maelduin, Patrick Blaney’s HR54,  will be in the outer 
Hebrides in May 2010, sailing from Barra to Stornoway, 
before returning to Dublin for the RSGYC Regatta and 
then on to Calves Week for a rest!

Peter Haden’s Papageno is currently hauled out in the 
small but famous boat yard of Astilleros Lagos in Bouzas 
Vigo, (Astilleros Lagos built a boat for General Franco, 
presently kept in Vilagarcia, and also decked a yacht for 
King Juan Carlos.) He plans to return to the boat in late 
May. In August Papageno will take part in the Spanish 
organised Finisterre Rally starting from the Monte Real 
Club de Yates in Bayona. Two ICC yachts are entered: 
Peter and Moira Haden, Papageno; Alan and Angela 
Rountree, Tallula. The ten day international rally includes 
a number of excursions, including the hiring of ten shallow 
draft fi shing boats for a trip up the beautiful Tambre river, 
as well as good sailing in the western rias of Galicia. 
Peter also mentions “that some pontoons may fi nally be 
in place this year in the most attractive town of Muros, 
Galicia, as part of the longer term plan to build a marina. 
These will be especially welcome, as the anchorage is 
well know for it’s lack of holding”.

Andy McCarter reports that Gwili 3 continues to 
languish in La Gomera where they have been enjoying 
very pleasant winter weather & sailing both intra and 
inter Island. In early January they watched the start of 
the Woodvale Transatlantic Rowing race with nearly 30 
entries. The start had been delayed for nearly a month 
due to inclement conditions but despite that there have 
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been records set since with Charlie Pritchard, a single 
hander, coming fi rst in an amazing 38 days! Since then 
they have made several trips to Playa de Santiago and 
Valle Gran Rey and are planning a spring cruise to El 
Hierro and La Palma. Come July they hope to depart 
for the Azores and spend the summer exploring the 
islands before returning to La Gomera for the winter.

Seaduction (Anne Doherty) is still in Galway, reluctant 
to leave in case she misses the next VOR. However. the 
wide Atlantic inexorably beckons and they plan a Good 
Friday departure to Inish Oirr and thence to Rosmoney 
via the scenic route. Summer plans , hopefully, include 
Cornwall, Devon, North France, Channel Islands 
and the Scillies.

Of course the big global news in Galway is the success 
of the Lets Do It Galway group in securing the grand 
fi nale of the 2011-2012 Volvo Ocean Race. Apparently, 
if the stop-over last year in Galway was big, the grand 
fi nale is slated to be even bigger. This year, the same 
group is hosting the start and fi nish of the 2010 Round 
Ireland Offshore Powerboat Race. Over 75 world-class 
powerboats will leave Galway Bay on June 5 in pursuit 
of the Around Ireland Offshore title. The round Ireland race 
will take in the ports of Killybegs, Bangor, Waterford 
and Fenit before returning to Galway on Saturday, June 
12th for the festival fi nale. If you are planning to sail 
around Ireland in the opposite direction during this period 
be aware – be very aware. A lot of these competitors 
might not be too concerned with COLREGS (that is if 
they can even see you).

One of our new members from the west is Brian 
Sheridan, who is the Harbour Master in Galway. He 
has drawn members’ attention to the plans for Galway 
Harbour over the next 10 years which when they 
materialise will transform the whole harbour area. Phase 
one within the  fi ve years envisages a new 600m pier 
for freight and cruise liners with a 200 berths marina for 
yachts and pleasure craft. Have a look at the plans on 
http://www.galwayharbour.com.

Pylades continues her odyssey. Fergal and Kay 
Quinlan having traversed the Panama Canal are now 
in the Pacifi c with their last reported position around Isla 
Naos at the southern end of the canal. You can follow 
their exploits – a good diary and excellent photographs - 
http://www.pylades.net. 

Since returning from the Mediterranean in 2007, Tom 
Foote’s neat little cutter rigged Vagabond 31 Picnic 
has spent her time  in Kilrush Creek Marina where a 
protracted refi t has taken place. She now sports a new 
engine and has had a thorough overhaul of her rig and is 
almost ready to head South again to warmer climes.

Current plans are to leave the Shannon for Portosin in 
North West Spain in mid June together with fellow ICC 
member Jack McCann. If there are no weather delays 
it is intended to do  a short cruise of the Galician Rias 
before leaving Bayona for what is expected to be a 
leisurely cruise down the Portuguese coast to the Algarve. 
Picnic will be based in either Lagos or Portimao for the 
remainder of this year at which time a decision will be 
taken whether or not to return. 

Tribute to Bill King 
from Stuart Woods1 

I’m only guessing, but I think I have probably spent about 
as much time at sea with Bill King as anybody here. 
In the summer of 1975 I persuaded him to do a three-
handed race from England to the Azores in my new 
yacht, Golden Harp, which had been built for the 1976 
Observer Singlehanded Transatlantic race, as it was then 
called. The idea was that, having reached the Azores, 
I’d sail her back to Cork for my OSTAR qualifying cruise. 
Before we were out of the Channel our female crew 
became ill, and we had to put her aboard the pilot boat 
at Plymouth in the dead of night and sail on.

During our week’s sail to Horta I got a fi rst-hand look 
at Bill’s implacable approach to deep-water passage 
making. Nothing perturbed him, because he had done it 
before. Almost everything perturbed me, because I had 
done very little of it before.

He would eat what he was given without complaint, even 
though I was doing the cooking. He declined to use the 
marine toilet, preferring instead to dangle over the stern 
with a single line shackled around his waist, which would 
have cut him in half or, at least, ruptured a kidney, if he 
had slipped. He tanned deeply while I slowly became 
less white; his stories were better than mine, and he had 
a lot more of them He told me he had slept for a year 
(or was it two) on a brass deck, while wrapped around 
a sub’s periscope. He made me grateful for my sleeping 
bag. When we got to Horta he stayed for maybe a day, 
then fl ew back to Ireland. I was delayed for a couple of 
weeks waiting for a replacement part for the headsail 
reefi ng, and when I left, all alone on my boat for the fi rst 
time, I missed his good company and the safety that his 
experience had given me. After I made it back to Cork, 
whenever I drove to Galway I’d stop by Oranmore Castle 
and visit with him for a bit. It’s been a long time since I’ve 
had that privilege, but I knew he was still alive, because 
the post has never returned the books that I sent him. I 
wish him another century of good sailing!
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Photo: John Clementson
1 Stuart Woods is a best selling US author with over 66 novels to his 
name at least. At the end of the sixties, he moved to Ireland, where 
some friends found him a small fl at in the stableyard of a castle in 
south County Galway, and he supported himself by working two days 
a week for a Dublin ad agency, while he worked on the novel. Then, 
about a hundred pages into the book, he discovered sailing, and 
“everything went to hell. All I did was sail.”

After a couple of years of this his grandfather died, leaving him, “... just 
enough money to get into debt for a boat,” and he decided to compete 
in the 1976 Observer Singlehanded Transatlantic Race (OSTAR). Since 
his previous sailing experience consisted of “racing a ten-foot plywood 
dinghy on Sunday afternoons against small children, and losing 
regularly”, he spent eighteen months learning more about sailing and 
celestial navigation while his new 30-foot yacht, a Ron Holland design 
called Golden Harp, was being built at a yard in Cork. He moved to a 
nearby gamekeeper’s cottage on a big estate, on the Owenboy River, 
above Cork Harbor, to be near the boatyard.

The race began at Plymouth England in June of ‘76. He completed 
his passage to Newport, Rhode Island in forty-fi ve days, fi nishing in 
the middle of the fl eet, which was not bad since his boat was one of 
the smallest. How did he manage being entirely alone for six weeks at 
sea? “The company was good,” he says.

New Members
Ann Lyons
Following an initial sailing immersion with the Glenans 
in Bere Island and Baltimore in the early ‘80’s, I have 
been an active offshore cruising sailor since 1982 when 
I ventured forth with an all male crew for a month-long 
cruise to Galicia.  After moving to Cork in 1985, I became 
a member of Royal Cork Yacht Club where I raced for 
several years with my husband Pat in Class II.  While our 
children were young, I cruised with the family along the 
entire south of Ireland on our Oyster 26, Ariane.

In 2001 we moved on to Stardancer, a Dufour 32 and 
since then we have sailed in Scotland, the Isles of 
Scilly, Wales, Cornwall, and Brittany.

In 2006 I accompanied John Daly and Keith Hunt on 
the delivery of Wavedancer from Gijon to Crosshaven, 
following that season’s ICC Rally in Northern Spain, and 
later that season Pat and I took our new Stardancer, a 
Dufour 385, to explore Milford Haven, Padstow and St 
Ives. In 2009, Pat and and I participated in the joint ICC/
RCC Azores Rally aboard Stephen Hyde’s A-Lady 
and our plans for the coming years are to cruise the west 
coast of Iberia and the Atlantic Islands, interspersed 
with shorter visits to the beloved coasts of West Cork 
and Kerry.

Heleen Lindsay-Fynn
My fi rst experience of sailing was in 1970 crossing 
the Irish Sea from Holyhead to Dun Laoghaire in an 
Offshore 8m with my soon to be husband, Nigel. It is not 
the happiest memory as I suffered mal de mer the entire 
14 hours. Fortunately, that did not put me off sailing 
completely. We kept this boat at the Royal Irish until we 
moved to the UK in the mid seventies. 
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We were without a boat until our young family were old 
enough to take up dinghy sailing and racing which we 
pursued for several years. Eventually we decided that, as 
we were not getting any younger, we should maybe seek 
the comfort of cruising in warm waters. We bare boat 
chartered for several years with our now teenage children 
before taking the plunge and buying our fi rst Eleanda 
in 1997, a Swedish Najad. We sailed this happily for 9 
years cruising English, Irish, Scottish, French and Dutch 
waters.

She has been superseded by another Swedish boat, a 
Hallberg Rassy which, in its fi rst year, we brought from 
Sweden to the UK via Norway, Scotland and Ireland. 
The following year she travelled from the UK to St Tropez 
to compete in Les Voiles de St Tropez.  Last year we 
continued in an Easterly direction, visiting the Aeolian 
Islands, Croatia, Montenegro, Albania, Greece and 
fi nally Turkey. This year – who knows!

I have met so many ICC members since buying our 
home in Kinsale and sailing in Irish waters that joining 
the ICC has been my great ambition. The conviviality of 
the social occasions and the experience and wisdom 
of other members can only add to the enjoyment of my 
future sailing adventures.

Anne Kenny 
I have been involved in water-sports all of my life as my 
father was a keen boating man. I started water-skiing 
in my teens and continued to do so in Fenit and the 
Maharees until 1985

In 1987, my late husband, Brian (ICC), purchased Tam 
O’Shanter. This began my love affair with sailing, which 
endures to this day. With Brian I have cruised extensively 
along the South and West Coasts of Ireland, the South 
Coast of England, the Scillies, the Channel Islands 
and Brittany. We also cruised in the Virgin Islands and 

Maine with friends from the CCA.  Last year I sailed to 
the Azores and cruised in Portugal.

My plans for 2010 include sailing Tam O’Shanter to 
Scotland and on to Norway.

Ian French
I started sailing at the age of 7 with my father on his 
Folkboat Karen from the Royal St George Yacht Club 
in Dunlaoghaire. That means this is my 60th year on the 
water!

I then sailed in Cadets, then Firefl ies and Enterprises. At 
the age of 16 and 18 I sailed for Ireland in the International 
Junior Regatta in Portugal and Stockholm respectively.

I went on to the most challenging boat I have sailed, a 
Finn, then spent some time in Glens and a season in a 
Dublin Bay 24 footer Euphanzel.

The subsequent 25 years, I spent racing a Ruffi an 23, 
Shannagh in Dublin Bay.

When I retired I decided to take things easier and in 2006 
I bought a Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 35 Teal with a view to 
focusing on cruising.
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Brian Sheridan
My sailing career began at Galway Bay Sailing Club 
onboard my dad’s yacht Quervain, a Trapper 28 which 
had been previously owned by ICC member Brian 
Siggins. Sailing yachts were then a Westerly 27’ [bilge 
keel] and then a Nicholson 345 Finavarra [whose 
previous owner was also Brian Siggins], which had been 
my Dad’s, and which I now own.

I have sailed some memorable trips with GBSC founding 
member Dave FitzGerald onboard his yacht Partisan 
of Emsworth when I was in my teens, or latterly being 
hi-jacked as crew when home from sea when I was a 
merchant navy cadet. There were numerous trips from 
Galway to Crosshaven in the notion of fi nding fairer seas 
by going south and then onto the Canaries onboard 
Sullivan John.

A career at sea in the merchant Navy aboard LPG tankers 
has been intermingled with my days under canvas.

Inishbofi n is a favourite port of call for me and Finavarra 
always seems to gravitate there somehow, and once in 
the shelter of the harbour and the hospitality of Day’s 
Pub, it’s hard to leave! In 2001 we went off to the Scottish 
Isles to take in such places as Troon and onto the Crinan 
Canal at the same time as the ‘Talisker Sail-in-Company’.  
This year we plan to head south to Kinsale for the Clipper 
Race.

Note: I was taught to tie my shoe laces by ICC member 
David Whitehead sitting on the doorstep at home. I 
suppose it’s fair to say that he taught me my fi rst knot!!!

Other new members elected in 2010 have not provided 
similar information.

RCC NORWAY MEET
4th–8th August 2010, organised by David Lomax

The ancient port of Skudeneshavn with its white painted 
wooden houses and perfect shelter is only about three 
days sail from the eastern end of the Caledonian canal 
and is the gateway to a vast and spectacular cruising 
ground of islands and fjords against a backdrop of 
majestic mountains.

The Norway Meet will start in Skudeneshavn on 4th 
August 2010 with a quayside reception in the old town 
where we are promised reserved berthing and the use 
of the sailing clubhouse and all facilities. The old harbour 
and its heritage buildings include a museum and former 
foghorn factory. At the Nordvegen History Centre and 
Viking farm at Avaldsnes we will learn how Norse 
kings were laid to rest in burial ships that sailed to the 
mythological kingdom of the dead, hear of the warrior 
prince of Flagghaugen who in 200 AD was buried with a 
collar of Roman gold and learn about the ‘shield maidens’ 
of King Augvald who owned a holy cow and could ‘ride 
the wind over land and water’.

Other events will include a beach BBQ, jazz and a candle 
lit dinner in a converted warehouse and, if the weather is 
settled, an excursion to the Island of Utsira (of forecast
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fame). The fl eet will then be free to continue cruising the 
islands and fjords to a winter berth in Norway or return to 
home waters.

Skudeneshavn is near Stavanger and Haugesund, 
with budget air connections from the UK. It has two 
B&Bs, excellent restaurants and is linked to Stavanger 
by a regular ferry service. It is possible to charter a yacht 
locally and explore the many interesting anchorages in 
the surrounding bay of islands.

Yachts joining the meet should aim to arrive in 
Skudeneshavn on the morning of Wednesday 4th 
August and go alongside the offi cial pontoons at the 
western end of the inner harbour where Cloud Walker 
will be fl ying the burgee.

Will any members interested in taking part in the RCC’s 
2010 Norway Meet get in touch with me: Tel: 01364 
621369 or dlomax@dircon.co.uk, address as in BB.

Newsletter fl ash: 

There are moves afoot for a West Norway meet in the 
mid part of August 2010, the 130th anniversary of the 
RCC. Celebrations will start in the picturesque harbour 
of Skudeneshavn not far from Stavanger, followed by 
other entertainments and explorations nearby e.g. the 
islands of Utsire and Utstein Kloster. Members will 
then be free to carry on cruising up the coast to a winter 
berth in Bergen or beyond, or return to UK waters. 
Skudeneshavn is about a 2 day sail from Peterhead, a 
short hop from the eastern end of the Caledonian canal. 
It is near spectacular and sheltered fjord country. There 
are cheap fl ights to Stavanger and Haugesund and a 
variety of ferries and excellent hotels. Invitations will also 
be extended to the Irish and Clyde Cruising Clubs and 
the Norwegian KNS.

Members who might be interested in joining this meet 
should get in touch with David Lomax. Contact as in BB. 
e-mail: dlomax@dircon.co.uk Sverre Kraemer, who won 
the Tilman Medal in 2001 for rounding Kraemerpynt 
on Kvitøya in Svalbard (named after his father or 
grandfather), is going back to Spitsbergen in July, in a 
friend’s 40ft Hallberg Rassy. He tells me she is called Isis, 
after Isispynten Lat 79°30’N, Long 26°30’E, a point on 
Nordaustlandet, named by the Oxford University Arctic 
Expedition on 4 August 1924. Sverre is also hoping to 
encounter his former yacht Quest in which he made the 
Tilman Medal passage and which has been re-named 
Fortuna. Sverre will also cruise around Svalbard. He 
asks whether any other RCC members will be in these 
waters this summer. 

D. Lomax.

Dublin Bay Glen Class
Peter Hogan

I write to make a plea on behalf of the Dublin Bay Glen 
Class. 

Most Members will be familiar with the Glens, for over 50 
years a familiar part of the Irish sailing scene both north 
and south. Designed in 1945 by the celebrated Scottish  
marine architect A. J. Milne for the Bangor Boatyard. At 
25 ft. they were initially envisaged as a coastal cruiser 
as well as the one design racing class that they became 
and still survive as. Often compared to the well known 
Dragon they are slightly shorter, fatter, heavier and carry 
a little more sail.

Two fl eets of Glens still exist, one in Strangford and the 
other in Dublin Bay. I became involved with the Glens a 
couple of years back. Having done my blue water cruising 
(for which the ICC kindly honoured me) I did little sailing 
for several years. A friend persuaded me back to crew 
on his Glen in Dublin Bay. I was hooked. These low key 
classic yachts suited me perfectly. They race three times 
a week but in a friendly Corinthian manner. The winter 
maintenance chores keep me away from the TV and out 
of the pubs. And it is as good a way as any to grow old 
gracefully. 
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The Dublin Bay Glen class are looking for interested 
parties to sail and maintain this classic fl eet. Most of the 
Dublin Glens are now owned by groups of three or four 
friends who share the costs and chores. The Glen class 
presently own and are maintaining two Glens which are 
in different states of restoration. Ideally a group of ICC 
members might take over one of these. A mooring is 
available in the harbour.  Costs are modest. If you have 
crossed your oceans and made your distant landfalls and 
now rest in port, perhaps day sailing a Glen might suit 
your style.

If you think sailing Glens in Dublin Bay might suit you 
please feel free to contact me and come out for a sail.
Peter Hogan   087 9309559
E Mail  pete@phogan.com

Schollevaer sinks in Winter 
fl oods
David Beattie
Schollevaer, my 1913 vintage gaff cutter rigged sailing 
barge is kept in my berth at home on the River Inny. 
Members who attended the 75th anniversary cruise in 
company will remember her. The Inny rose 1.2m above 
the previous highest fl ood in November 2009 and I was 
unable to reach the boat during November or most of 
December. Before the fl ooding subsided the big freeze 
set in. Using a dinghy and planks I managed to reach 
her eventually just after Christmas and turned off, two 
of the three seacocks that remain open except when 
winterised. Unfortunately the engine water intake that 
doubles as the lake water tap intake would not close 
fully, being already partly frozen. I resisted taking a lump 
hammer to it and instead rigged a frost heater beside it. 
In the New Year with the night temperature still reaching 
into negative double fi gures I went away on business and 
when I returned the thaw had set in and she was sitting 
on the bottom, with the decks awash.

By the time I had made my preparations the water in 
the river had risen by another150mm making the position 
more diffi cult.. The usual suspects mustered. We 
gathered pumps (4 x 2.5 inch petrol), several sheets of 
hardboard and a roll of damp-proof course membrane. 
Luckily the water was still about 75mm below the cabin-
top. This meant that we could raise the top of the toe-rail 
by using the hardboard and staunch the leaks around 
the hardboard by draping the membrane outside and 
shoving it under the turn of the bilge. We then started 
the pumps and after a few false starts when we nearly 
had the deck clear of the water the hardboard collapsed, 

she rose from the depths. The engine was fl ushed out 
and the starter motor reconditioned and both are now 
running as normal. I am afraid the charging circuits and 
all the wiring requires serious work. 

Schollevaer at sea                             Photo Arthur Baker

The inside of the cabin which was polluted with diesel and 
engine oil has been steam cleaned but it and the wiring 
and switches require considerable work. I had been 
planning some work before her centenary in three years’ 
time so that has now been accelerated and increased!
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Sailing News

Cdr Bill King is presented 
with the Fastnet Trophy
Bill King will be 100 years old in June this year

Cdr Bill King was presented with the Fastnet Trophy by 
Commodore Peter Ronaldson in Galway on Friday 22 
January 2010. Photograph: Joe O’Shaughnessy

SUBMARINE COMMANDER, yachtsman, adventurer and 
author Bill King has been awarded one of Ireland’s most 
distinguished sailing awards, the Irish Cruising Club’s 
Fastnet Trophy, as he approaches his 100th birthday.

The Fastnet Trophy was presented to Cdr King for a 
“lifetime of outstanding achievement” at a function hosted 
by the Irish Cruising Club in Galway in January 2010.

Cdr King, who is the oldest surviving submarine 
commander from the second World War, already holds 
the Blue Water Medal, presented by the Cruising Club of 
America, among many other distinctions.

He secured it for being the fi rst Irish sailor to circumnavigate 
the globe single-handedly, in his yacht, Galway Blazer 
II, after several attempts and a dramatic collision with a 
whale or shark.

The three other Irish Blue Water medal recipients – Arctic 
sailor John Gore Grimes, and polar circumnavigators 
Paddy Barry and Jarlath Cunnane – also attended the 
function in Galway to honour Cdr King.

ICC commodore Peter Ronaldson recalled Cdr King’s 
many achievements and described him as one of Ireland’s 
“greatest sailors and personalities”.

Inspired by his grandmother, who sailed into her 80s, Cdr 
King had taken to the sea again after the war to try and 
recover from the ordeal.

He holds seven medals for military service, including the 
Distinguished Service Order (twice) and the Distinguished 
Service Cross. Four years ago, the British defence 
ministry conferred him with the Arctic Emblem for service 
north of the Arctic Circle and west of the Urals between 
1939 and 1945.

Sailing Directions Wish List
Norman Kean, Editor East and North , South and 
West  Sailing Directions

The last eighteen months have seen a lot of changes 
on the coast. New bridges have been completed 
across Achill Sound, Mulroy Bay and the Liffey. A 
new harbour has opened at Inishmaan and work is 
progressing at Kilronan and Knightstown, while the 
projects at Greystones and Greencastle have stalled. 
The channels into Courtmacsherry and Donegal 
Town have been buoyed. Many changes to lights and 
marks have taken place, including the replacement of 
the Arklow LANBY and the South Rock lightship by 
buoys.

We aim to keep our Sailing Directions bang up to 
date, with important changes fl agged on the website, 
but we also need to gather material for the next editions 
in due course. We need (good digital) photographs, 
photographs, photographs! Mainly of landmarks, 
piers and harbours, and sightlines along transits, and 
particularly on the coasts between Hook Head and 
Roche’s Point and on all of the west coast between 
Derrynane and Bloody Foreland. Don’t worry about 
the weather – miracles are worked with Photoshop. And 
specifi cally we’d really love to have the following. Just if 
you happen to be passing, you know…

South and West Coasts:

Colt Rock Perch, Dunboy: photograph in its present 
condition – with a light, and the horse topmark 
repositioned.

After protest riots in Castletownbere the non-IALA-
compliant horse was retained, but Colt Rock perch 
doesn’t look quite like this any more!
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Kilclief Castle visible N of Angus Rock beacon leads 
through the channel N of Bar Pladdy. Not the kind of 
picture that normally features in holiday snaps, but 
navigationally vital!

Knightstown, Valentia Island: any updates on the 
status of the marina project under construction.

Ballydavid Pier, Smerwick: is there still a large fi sherman 
anchor and rope just off the side of the pier?

Kilrush: depths in the approach channel reported as 
little as a metre at LAT. Confi rmation please!

Killeany Bay, Inishmore (Aran Islands): updates on the 
status of the harbour project at Kilronan – details and 
timings! Also, in the south corner of the bay, the channel 
into the old Killeany Pier is marked by concrete beacons. 
The centre one of three on the port hand is described in 
the book as ruined and covering at half tide. We believe 
it has been rebuilt. Confi rmation, please!

Caladh Mor, Inishmaan: users’ reports of the new 
harbour.

Achill Sound: reports of using the new opening bridge, 
with particular reference to the process for getting the 
bridge opened and the depths throughout the length of 
the Sound both N and S of the bridge. A sketch chart or 
survey data would be tremendous!

Sligo: users’ reports of the new pontoon.

Donegal: reports of the channel as it is now marked.

East and North Coasts:

Dublin: photographs of the Samuel Beckett Bridge 
(from the river or the neighbouring bridges) and reports 
of transiting the Liffey since the bridge was built.

Warrenpoint: photographs of the approach showing the 
new breakwater.

Mulroy Bay: photographs of the new bridge, preferably 
(but not necessarily) from the channel, and of the Bar 
Rocks with their new beacon.

All contributions to the Editor, Norman Kean, at Burren, 
Kilbrittain, Co.Cork, 023 88 46891, sailxanadu@gmail.
com. 

Picture Gallery

Grainne FitzGerald, Peter Ronaldson, Tom Fitzpatrick at 
AGM.                                   Photo by John Clementson

Trevor Lusty receives Faulkner Trophy from Evie 
Ronaldson.                           Photo by John Clementson

John B Kearney Cup went to John Killeen of Galway. 
Photo by John Clementson



Wallace Clark with the Rockabill Trophy.
Photo by John Clementson

Paddy Barry, Bill King, Jarleth Cunnane, John Gore
Grimes.                                Photo by John Clementson
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Picture Gallery

Bill Rea receives the Marie Trophy.
Photo by John Clementson

Paddy O’Sullivan and Anne Kenny with the Aran Trophy.
Photo by John Clementson

Some AGM attendees.         Photo by John Clementson

Send news and photographs of 
gatherings to:

editor@irishcruisingclub.com

Irish Crusing Club Website:
www.irishcruisingclub.com

Hon. Editor Noel Casey:
087 258 1805


