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A Note from The Commodore

Peter Ronaldson

Saturday 18th July was a unique day in the history of the ICC which illustrated
perfectly all that is best about our Club. In a rural restaurant in a small village
on the north coast of Sao Miguel in the Azores a party of around one hundred,
consisting of members of the ICC and the Royal Cruising Club and their friends

sat down for a convivial evening of Azorean food and drink while at precisely the same time thirteen hundred miles
away in a hotel in Rathmullan, Co Donegal, another party of more than one hundred also made up of ICC members
and their friends sat down for a convivial evening of Irish food and drink. Both events were popular and great fun
and demonstrated the diverse interests and aspirations our members have - from making ocean passages to exploring
our glorious home coastline and everything in between - all under the broad umbrella of cruising under sail while at

the same time supporting the Club.

Umbrella is perhaps a word which comes
to mind when speaking of cruising in
home waters this year. The UK Met
Office’s forecast of a barbecue summer
soon became a bad joke and a very damp
squib with this summer turning out to
be very much a repeat of 2008 as
depression after depression marched
across home waters giving plenty of grey
skies, rain and sometimes a lot of wind.
Those members who were able to escape
to so called sunnier climes didn’t always
find it quite as good as they hoped but
as always nothing deterred members
from making some excellent cruises and
submitting logs for publication in the
Annual. Once again we have received an
outstanding collection of logs and our
Hon. Editor Chris Stillman has worked
long and hard trying to fit in everything
received by the closing date. We look
forward to seeing the results of his
efforts by Christmas.

The Azores Rally which was jointly
organised with the RCC turned out to be
most successful and enjoyable for those
who made the substantial effort required
just to get there. One of the main
purposes of the Rally was to encourage
members who would not otherwise have
sailed that far to expand their cruising
horizons and it certainly succeeded in
this objective. Much will be written

elsewhere about the event so I will say
no more other than that we found the
Islanders welcome genuinely warm, the
Islands  themselves  outstandingly
beautiful and interesting and the whole
experience absolutely worthwhile. Our
best thanks are due to David Whitehead
whose organisation made the Rally such
a success, also Paul Heiney who looked
after the RCC side of things, to Carla
Cook who looked after us superbly in the
Islands and of course to the members
who took part and without whom there
would have been no event.

The Rally at Rathmullan was successful
and hugely enjoyable and in many ways
just as important as the Azores Rally as
it was the first time that we had
organised a home waters gathering for
members from all Regions. It was also
the first time that we had organised an
event in Donegal which as well as being
one of our most beautiful counties, has
a challenging and interesting coastline
for the cruising sailor, as many
participants discovered on their way
home!  Our thanks are due to Derek
White who looked after the organisation
and to the Rathmullan House Hotel who
provided an excellent meal and went out
of their way to make us welcome despite
it being one of their busiest periods of
the year. Members from all Regions were
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present though some might admit that
the awful weather which preceded the
event might have influenced the means
of transport used to get there.

This is the season for considering
prospective new members for the Club
and I hope many of you are considering
proposing candidates. The Committee
have drawn up a revised set of guidelines
for  proposers and criteria for
membership, details of which are to
found on the Club website and which I
hope you will find both helpful and
useful. At the risk of being repetitive I
would take this opportunity to remind
you that we welcome applications from
younger people who have developed a
real enthusiasm for and a commitment to
cruising. We do not have standards
which are impossible for young people
to attain, it is not a requirement of
membership to be a boat owner nor is it
a requirement to have crossed oceans or
cruised in exotic locations. In
considering applications the Committee
takes into account the age and
circumstances of the applicant paying
due attention to the constraints imposed
on cruising opportunities by modern life.

In November 2009 the Clyde Cruising
Club celebrates its centenary and next
summer it is organising a celebratory
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Cruise in Company, which the ICC has been invited to join. Any  website and I would suggest that anyone intending to take part
Hundredth birthday is a cause for celebration but this party  should register their interest as soon as possible.

promises to be something else! The Cruise runs from 17th to
30th July and includes parties at Ardfern, Loch Drumbuy
(sunflower raft), Vatersay (beach barbeque) and Kerrera where
a final dinner will be held. Anyone who attended the CCC's
seventy fifth anniversary cruise will realise that this will be an
event not to be missed and I would encourage as many ICC
members as possible to join the party - the weather next
summer can not possibly be as bad as this year! Details of the
programme are on to be found here and of course on the

It's hard to believe that Christmas is almost upon us so I must
take this opportunity of wishing you all the compliments of the
season, fair and free winds and good fun in 2010. I hope to
see many of you at our traditional Christmas functions, at the
AGM or at our Annual Dinner which next year returns to a
completely refurbished and modernised Slieve Donard Hotel in
Newcastle Co Down on 27th March. Have a great time reading
the Annual, reliving last season’s highs and lows and planning
next season’s cruises.

, o
Hon. Secretary’s Report Forthcoming Events
rainne fzeraie 2009
New Members Nov 06  East Region Informal lunch at Stephen’s
The Committee has decided that up to ten new members will be Green Club
accepted in 2010. Proposal and Cruising Experience forms are Nov 30  Latest date for applications for new
available only from the Hon Admissions Officer, Alan Leonard, members
ala'n-leonafd@utwnternet.com, on the ady1ce of thfe loFal flag Dec 04  East Region Annual lunch, National YC
officer. It is necessary to consult the revised “Guidelines for . .
Proposers of candidates for membership”, along with “Qualities Dec 04 West Region Christmas lunch, Strand Hotel,
required for Membership” beforehand. These can be Limerick
downloaded from the Website or from the Hon Secretary, Dec 05 North Region Christmas lunch, RUYC
honsec@irishcruisingclub.com. Completed forms, via the Dec 11  South Region Christmas dinner at KYC

Proposer, have to be received by the Hon. Admission Officer,
Alan Leonard, by 30th November.

2010

AGM and Dinner 2010 Jan 12 Fast Region committee meeting at FMB,
The AGM will be held on Friday 26th February in the Wet Bar of Longboat, Sir John Rogerson’s Quay, Dublin

the Royal Irish Yacht Club, followed by Dinner in the Dining 2 at 1§00' . . '
Room. Reservations for Dinner can be made directly to the RIYC Jan 15  Committee and election meeting, Malahide
on 01-2809452. YC

Jan 29 East Region Informal lunch at Stephen’s
Annual Dinner 2010 Green Club

This year the North Region will host the Annual Dinner, which el Eluinittee meeting and AGHEERIEISENENS

will take place at the newly refurbished Slieve Donard Hotel in Mar 26-27 Annual Cocktail Party and Dinner, Slieve
Newcastle, Co Down on the weekend of 26th/27th March. Final Donard Hotel, Newcastle, Co.Down
preparations are being made for various activities, which will Apr 16  East Region informal lunch at Stephen’s
take place during the day on Saturday. Green Club

Jun 5-7  East Region Rally, Holyhead
Cruises in Company 2010 Jul 18-30 CCC 100 years celebration cruise

There are no plans for an ICC Cruise in Company for 2010 but Aug 4-8 RCC Norway Meet -
we have been invited to join the Clyde Cruising Club on their . T o ,
100 years celebration cruise on 18th - 30th July and also the 28 IElzsltaltheeg]on Mini-Cruise, JrelitCal

Royal Cruising Club’s Norway Meet on 4th - 8th August.
This is the position on November 1st. For the latest information

There will, of course, be various regional rallies around the check the members area of the website.

coast, to which all ICC members are invited. Details will be
posted on the Website.




North Area Rallies
Ed Wheeler

Whit Rally to Quoile YC

The spring rally for the north and east regions took place on the
weekend of 23rd - 25th May, organised by Derek White. It was
held again at the Quoile in Strangford Lough and 24 boats
turned up, accompanied by close to 80 members and guests. The
pontoon managed to accommodate all comers and the usual
first-class hospitality was extended by the members and wives of
Quoile YC. The Commodore flew his flag on Peter Bullick’s Elan
434 Impression El Torro. A not inconsiderable number attended
the Buck’s Fizz reception on the flagship on Saturday, causing
the boot-top to disappear without trace. The subsequent
barbeque in the Club included memorable steaks from formerly
contented local cattle!. The weather picked up during the
evening and Sunday’s walk in Delamont Park and al fresco brunch
were well attended. All present complimented QYC for a splendid
weekend. Derek was especially thanked for the clement weather.

Rathmullan Rally

|

RathmullanRally

Derek White once again drew the short straw for the
organisation of the Lough Swilly Rally at Rathmullan on 18th
July. This time, he mistimed the weather, the best of which
turned up on 16th and 17th. However, this provided several of
those arriving eastabout round Malin Head with the
opportunity to visit Inishtrahull on the way in near-perfect
conditions. Over 25 boats were present and a good dinner at
Rathmullan House Hotel was attended by 108 members and
guests. The pontoon at Rathmullan provided a rather uneasy
berth, disturbed by wake from passing craft and the facilities
are limited, to say the least. No berthing price concessions
were made to the Club for bringing such a large number of
high-rolling big spenders to the town. However, none of this
prevented the making of high wassail on the numerous on-
board parties over what was a most enjoyable weekend. Boats
leaving on the Sunday had an invigorating beat out of the
Lough in fresh northwesterly winds and good passages were
made to the eastward and home.

\/,
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Notes from the South

Eleanor Cudmore, Rear Commodore South

It might have been a miserable summer here in the south again
but it didn’t curtail our south region members. Five Cork boats
went to the Azores and just two came back again. Saoirse and
Yoshi, with Yoshi making it back in good time to join us in
Bere Island for our August Rally. Those who stayed in home
waters got mixed weather, a good June and a wet and windy
July and August. Lucky the ones who got away!

Southern Members voyaging in  Summer 2009; far and near
are detailed below by Dan Cross.

Local events organised included the Southern Summer Rally in
the Bera Penninsula; described below by Bill Brady and the
End of Season Raft-Up in East Ferry, described by John Daly.

Cdr Walsh receives an ICC burgeee from the Commodore and
Eleanor Cudmore looks on

This year it was the turn of the South Region to host the Autumn
General Committee meeting. It was held in the wonderful
surroundings of the Naval Service Base at Haulbowline, right in
the middle of Cork harbour. The meeting commenced at On
November 1st at 11.00 and afterwards committee member’s
partners joined us for lunch in the Wardroom. After lunch Lt.
Commander Aodh McGinn, Staff Officer Operations, gave us a
tour of the Naval Base before sending us on board the David F
for a short trip around the harbour and the Naval Basin. That
evening the southern members were invited to dinner, again in
the Wardroom, so they could meet the committee members from
the north, east and west regions. They must be very impressed
by the committee as 106 turned up for dinner which developed
into a lively affair with plenty of banter coming from the floor
during the Commodore’s speech. In true Irish Cruising Club
fashion we drank the Navy out of red wine! After a very good
dinner Lt. Commander McGinn gave us a very interesting talk on
some of the latest functions of the Naval Service. Commodore,
Peter Ronaldson presented an Irish Cruising Club burgee to
Commander Steve Walsh, OC Shore Operations, standing in for



Irish Cruising Club

newsletter

AA
—

‘A R

Commodore presents a trans-Oceanic pennant to Neil Prenderville

the Naval Service Yacht Squadron Captain, as an appreciation
for their hospitality. He also presented a Transoceanic pennant
to Neil Prendeville who has just completed two trans Atlantic
crossings. Peter said he was delighted to come to Cork and to
see so many at the Dinner and he hoped he would see as many
of our southern members and their partners again in Kinsale
Yacht Club on Friday 11th December when he and Evie would
attend our Christmas Dinner.

In the New Year we will hold Spring Lunches in Carrigaline
Court Hotel on the first Wednesday of February, March and
April. These have been a great success for the last couple of
years. It is a good chance to meet folk you only see in the
summer months. They really shorten the winter.

Southern Rallies 2009
Bill Brady

On Saturday, 8th August we had our Summer Rally. This year for
a change the committee decided to leave the Baltimore area
and go around the Mizen and have a Raft-Up in Dunboy Bay
near Castletownbere.

Part of the plan was also to be close to Lawrence Cove, on
Bere Island, the marina facilities and services, and ferries to
and from the mainland.

This year and due mainly to the venue, boats were able to
arrive a day or two early into the area and gather at the marina.
On the evening before, Flag, Eleanor and Brian Cudmore
hosted a wonderful drinks party on Ann Again with the (just
about) assistance of a very over laden adjoining pontoon!

Although this year the summer weather was very poor, we were
blessed with wonderful weather for the raft up throughout the
afternoon and evening.

We were joined for the raft up only, by past Commodore Arthur
Baker and Hugo du Plessis who were collected from the nearby
shore by dinghy and returned later.
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At about 1730 hours all boats headed for Lawrence Cove where
Phil Harrington had berths available for all.

We eventually made our way via ‘the Caravan’ to Cattapilla Café
at 2000 hours for a very pleasant meal where 56 sat down to a
most enjoyable evening. Before returning to the marina some
paid a visit to “Dessies” for further refreshments and chat. A
very pleasant day and evening was had by all. A very good
omen for something similar in 2010!

Summer, Dunboy Bay

Ann Again: Brian and Eleanor Cudmore.

Yoshi: Dan and Jill Cross. (Straight from the Azores)
Carrigdoun: Bill Walsh.

Stardancer: Pat and Ann Lyons.

Belladonna: Ray Lovett.

Wave Dancer: ~ John Daly.

Sabrone: Paddy McGlade.

Silver Shadow: David and Joan Nicholson.

Southern Breeze: Stuart Brownlow.

Colin Hayes on Saoirse also planned in joining us strait from the
Azores also but had an electrical problem so went directly to Cork.

We also for the very first time had a Caravan: David 0’"Morchoe.

Southern End of Season Raft Up
John Daly

Whereas last year the weather prevented us from having our end of
season Raft-up, this year the wind speed indicator read a full 1 knot
and so in perfect sunny conditions on Saturday 26th September,
eight boats rafted together at the north east corner of Great Island
in Cork Harbour, adjacent to East Ferry. Marilyn Kenworhty in
Flica kindly acted as anchor boat and as usual lunches and chat and
boat hopping got into full swing. The mix of members is what the
Irish Cruising Club is all about and it was great to see former
Olympic helmsman Somers Payne and his wife Eithne on board Ann
Again. Three of our new members, Stuart Brownlow, Hugh Gibson
and Lonan Lardner were there. At one stage we thought Yoshi
(Dan Cross) was going for a Guinness Book of Records entry for the
most people on and in a sailing boat, such was his hospitality.



Southern Members Cruising

Dan Cross

The following are where some southern members yachts cruised
to in 2009 and members who did some of the voyages with
them.

The Azores Rally:

Shellduck; Neil Hegarty: Galicia, Portugal, Azores and back to
Portugal with Paul Hegarty and others.

Saoirse; Colin Hayes: Galicia, Azores and back to Cork with
Donal McClement, Stuart Brownlow, Val Moran, Nick Musgrave
on board

Taoirse; Richard Cudmore: Galicia, Azores and Portugal with
Michael Ahern, Cliff Hilliard, John Cudmore, Tony and others
from Cudmore family

A Lady; Stephen Hyde: West coast of Ireland, Galicia, Azores,
Portugal. Maderia, Lanzarote with Hugh Gibson, Pat Lyons,
Dermot Lovett

Yoshi; Dan Cross: Galicia, Portugal Azores and back to Cork with
Stuart Musgrave, Bill Brady, Brian and Eleanor Cudmore, and
Gerry Donovan on board.

Paddy O’Sullivan and Ann Kenny chartered and sailed from
Portugal to the Azores.

Elsewhere:

Verdi III; Pat Dorgan: Clyde and Inner Hebrides

Ann Again; Brian and Eleanor Cudmore: Cork and Kerry
Tillygreig; Stuart Musgrave: South Brittany

Intrigue; David Tucker: West coast of Portugal and Galicia
Flica; Marilyn Kenworthy Isles of Scilly and Brittany with Paul
Bryans

Adrigole; Jeffery O'Riordan Crosshaven and Glengariff

Chain; Len Curtin cruised The Ionian islands and mainland
Greece

K-Sera; Geoff Coad cruised to Dingle

Splash dance; Grattan Roberts: Isles of Scilly and south
Brittany

Rey; Jim Lyons: Canals of Netherlands and Germany, Limburg to
Lubbock

Clipper; Mandy Stokes: Galicia

Sabrina; Paddy McGlade: Circumnavigated Ireland and visited 7
Islands.

Star dancer; Pat Lyons: cruised West Cork

Lady Kate; Donal Walsh: cruised the Baltic visiting Sweden,
Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Germany and The
Netherlands.

Royal Tara; Clayton Love: Cruised Malta, Sicily, Sardinia,
Corsica, Elba, Italy, Croatia, Corfu and the Ionian with many
members.

Eleanda; Nigel Lindsay-Fynn ; cruised from San Tropez to Capri
via Corsica. Keith Hunt was with him for some time.

Mary P. Cruised back from the Caribbean via the Azores to
Kinsale.
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Mooring buoy

Brian Cudmore

On arriving into Schull Harbour on a wet and windy miserable
evening we headed over to the visitor moorings. They were all
occupied. We didn't feel like putting down an anchor in that
weather so we went in search of a vacant mooring. This is a
photo, reproduced here with kind permission of the owner, of
the mooring we picked up. We phoned the number and the
owner told us he wouldn’t be using it in the near future and we
were welcome to use it. He asked what size yacht we had and
when told said it would hold us well. He told us he gets calls
from yachts from various parts of Europe even up to November.
He has never come back to his mooring and found it occupied.
He now has offers of moorings in return in places from France
and Spain up to Scotland. We thought it was very clever and
kindly thing to do. Thank you Mr. H.

Notes from the East Coast

John Bourke

Starting in home waters I was most interested in Seamus
0'Carroll’s six week cruise in Leda from Howth round to
Caherciveen and back. One of his many stops was in
Dungarvan where not many of us venture these days. He tried
to anchor in the pool outside the harbour but there was no
holding on what appeared to be a rocky bottom, and a strong
tide made for a sleepless night with the engine running. He
believes that there was a warning of this in previous editions
of the sailing directions. Perhaps, he feels, it is still worth a
mention. John Delap had a quiet season in the elegant and
beautifully restored Sceolaing, visiting the rally at Quoile YC
in Strangford Lough and the Glandore Classic Regatta during
his stay in West Cork.
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The Royal St George continued their series of cruises in
company, this time to Scotland; Dick Lovegrove sailing in
Rupert, Trevor Woods in Misty and Brian McManus in
Voyager. Other members present were Michael Knatchbull,
David Freeman, Bill Riordan, Gillian Fletcher and John
Crebbin. They dined with the fleet in Bangor and Oban and
then dispersed to the endless delights which Scotland offers in
fair weather, of which they happily had a reasonable helping.

John Crebbin also explored further south in Alannah in
particular the Aven and Belon rivers of South Brittany, which
he says are not to be missed, which I also explored decades
ago, and would concur, particularly if one likes oysters! Noel
Casey in Kish also visited South Brittany on his way to
Honderrabia, Zumaia and Bilbao in the North of Spain, over
a six week cruise, along the track of the 2006 ICC Rally. He also
sailed with friends in the south of France where winds were
light and in a charter boat in Croatia where he found a fresh
Bora by way of contrast. Peter Cullen in Koala visited South
Brittany also and is overwintering in Rochefort

Dick and Pat Watson took Ursula to the Scillies and endured
some wind and rain. However the new moorings at New
Grimsby helped to make it a very pleasant visit all the same.
On the way back they visited Padstow where they would
commend Rick Stein’s seafood restaurant and a walk to
Wadebridge along the Camel Trail. Philip Bourke in Fiacra
also visited the Scillies on the way to Brittany, but forced by
continuing bad weather, has since decided to winter in Brest.
Frank Cassidy in Ocean Blue went to the Menai Straits and
later to La Rochelle for a couple of months. Nicholas Healy
intended a similar route, leaving Howth in a Hanse 37 for the
Scillies and France. Well south of the Tuskar however he ran
into 40 knots gusting with big seas. A crewman was thrown
across the cabin hitting his head as he fell, compounded by the
contents of the saucepan locker flying after him! later
discovering three broken ribs. Putting into Newlyn, they cut
their losses and headed for West Cork and Calves Week. It has
not been the easiest year in home waters.

Further South, Brendan Bradley and Ivor Cherry in Afar VI
alternated in the Rias of Galicia and then down the Portuguese
coast to Ayamonte where she now will overwinter. Tom Cooke,
Leo Conway and Eric Hill joined them at various stages. To the
north on the other hand as is his wont, went Paddy Barry in
Ar Seachran. This was for him a mild run to the inner
Hebrides, Orkney and Shetland and across the Artic circle to
Tromso in northern Norway. Coming back he took in Lofoten
and the Hurtigrute coastal waterway, surely among the most
stunning places on the planet. He comments that having set
out in early May, they were a month too early as Summer only
arrives in Norway in late June. He does not expand but you can
derive or imagine some fairly severe implications. Going west
for a change from Arctic Circles went Peter Killen in Pure
Magic. He joined the ICC rally in the Azores, narrowly missing
a semi-submerged container in poor weather. They could only
see the tip of it, covered in weed and barnacles. The oceans are
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alas, littered with these remnants of commerce and they are
dangerous and hard to spot. They did then enjoy a splendid
three weeks in the Azores and have since sailed back to Lagos
where the boat will overwinter.

There was a good deal of activity in the Mediteranean. John
Marrow continued his exploration of Corsica and Sardinia in
Price of Tides and was joined variously by Peter Killen, Joe
Phelan and Bill Walsh. Paul Clandillon also explored more of
the south of France including a jazz festival in the lovely island
of Porquerolles. He also visited an improved Port St Louis du
Rhone where boats assemble with masts on deck for the trip
northwards to Bordeaux or the north coast via the French
canals. He and Pat however drove to Cherbourg instead to catch
the ferry home and Cest Formidable has been left to
overwinter in the south.

Alan McGettigan continued his odessey in Wolfhound, starting
in Malta and proceeding via Sicily and Italy to Montenegro,
Croatia and finally Corfu. CLiff Hilliard and I were again happy
to be part of Alan’s battalions. On the way we experienced
some of the more remarkable thunderstorms I have seen. We
felt as if we were in the centre of a large fireworks display, and
on mature reflection, we were.

Further east, Bernard Corbally brought Beowulf via the
Peleponese and the north coast of Crete to Marmaris in
Turkey where he was joined by Ann Woulfe-Flanagan and
others for a cruise along the coast to Kas. Also lying in
Marmaris was Terry Johnson’s Nyabo which did a number of
trips including an RYS cruise in company starting in Bodrum
which we were pleased to join. This involved some parties
mixed with gentle pottering along that unspoiled coast, and
included a guided tour of the ancient city of Knidos. It was the
leading commercial port of the area until about the fifth
century. One of the six boats in the rally was Eleanda, which
Nigel Lindsay-Fynn had sailed 2,400 miles from the south of
France for the occasion. Others came and went but he was on
board continuously.

Concluding in home waters again with a mini-cruise of my own
in Hobo Six, to Carlingford and Strangford. I was last in
Strangford in the early 60’s with Tom Sheppard in Greylag of
Arklow, which he and Judy still own. I had half forgotten what
a lovely place it is. The tides are not too formidable if taken as
directed; the new marina at Portaferry is excellent.

East Region Rally August 2009

The 2009 edition of the Ireland’s Eye-Malahide event was
again a great success with increased numbers - 17 boats and
76 people at the barbeque in MYC.

The weather once more conspired to force cancellation of the
raft-up at Ireland’s Eye. The cold front duly went through and
the sun came out, but the westerly breeze was just too strong
and from the wrong angle for comfortable anchoring.



The consensus, however, was to try again next year, as the
island is great fun for kids and might also keep the adults out
of the pub in the afternoon!

The club’s new caterers made sure that everyone was well fed
at a reasonable price (reduced from last year) and also cooked
everyone’s steak, which speeded up the process. The welcome
was great and the craic was mighty!

The Ireland’s Eye-Malahide format is designed to be cheap, easy
to get to and completely informal. The idea is to create a family
friendly event that appeals to younger members and to
prospective members. It shows that the ICC is not just about
formal dinners and trans-oceanic voyages.

The ICC is for people who enjoy messing around in cruising
boats and socialising with like-minded individuals.

—-

Those on the 2006 Basque Cruise will remember Alvaro the very
helpful manager of the marina in Bilbao, who came with his
wife and twin sons (great seamen!) at the invitation of
Grainne FitzGerald.
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Notes from the West

Peter Fernie

As I look across Galway Bay from Tawin Island, the new
moorings laid by the Harbour Company especially for the Volvo
Ocean Race stopover are finally all untenanted. Barely five
months ago there was not a vacant one. The Volvo Event took
us all by surprise. The weather was uncanny - it stopped
raining the day they arrived and started again, the day they
left.

Donal Morrissey brought Rebound back for the event and
based her in the small new harbour marina, using the time also
to do some refitting. Following the Volvo she headed back to
Brittany with some of the co-owners Jim Gealish and Barry
Heskin before Donal, Peter Fernie and others cruised gently
from La Rochelle to the Vilaine river finally ending up for the
winter in Arzal.

Tony Clarke humbly apologises but has forsaken the white
things and put his faith in 600 HP of Targa 31. In the course
of two days following the end of the Volvo he had breakfast in
Inisheer, lunch in Inishmaan, and preprandial drinks in
Roundstone. The following day saw breakfast in Days Hotel in
Inishbofin before afternoon tea in Caherciveen. Whilst he
confesses that he misses the sailing, he sees more of the coast
and enjoys the cruising nevertheless, despite the fuel bill! Next
year plans are afoot for Brittany and northern Spain together
with Bryan Scanlon.

Fergus and Kay Quinlan in Pylades are progressing with their
“Origins” Cruise around the world. Leaving Kinvara
coincidentally on the same day the Volvo extravaganza moved
on, they had a rough passage down the west coast of Ireland
before being pooped spectacularly off the Blaskets. The end of
June saw them in La Coruna. In mid July they met up with
Declan Connolly and crew who had sailed down from Kinvara
to La Coruna. By the end of September they were about to
depart from Porto Santo with already 2000+ miles completed.
As of the 28 October they are in the Canary Islands. You can
follow their exploits on http://www.pylades.net/

David Whitehead sailed Joyster from Galway docks on 12th
July to attend the Rathmullan rally ably crewed by Peter
Fernie and John Bourke. After being held up by a gale in
Galway Docks for a couple of days they had a grand sail
stopping at Inishboffin, Ballyglass (Broadhaven), Aranmore
and Tory Island on the way. The boat then stayed in Fahan
Creek marina for a couple of weeks before continuing on to the
Clyde with a family crew augmented by John Ley and Peter
Owens stopping at Port Salon and Rathlin Island.

Brendan Travers reports some gentle cruising, accompanied by
some hill-walking (also gentle!) in May and June. Starting from
Crosshaven, he spent 4 days in Glandore, a week in
Baltimore, a week in Crookhaven, a few days in Derrynane
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Joyster at Tory
and then about five weeks in Dingle, on anchor at top of the
bay up from the marina, from where he explored Ventry,
Knightstown and the Caherciveen River. He arrived in Kilrush
Creek Marina in early July with the intention of continuing up
to Galway for the Volvo Event and then cruising the Connemara
coast. But in the light of the unsettled weather and poor long-
term forecast for July and August Seoidin remained in Kilrush
for about six weeks doing some sailing in the Shannon Estuary
before going up to Askeaton for an early lift-out. He is hoping
to return to the West Coast of Scotland and Hebrides in 2010
and his long term wish list is to winter in Scotland and perhaps
look at Holland and Denmark in 2011.

Gary McMahon runs wooden boat building workshops in
Oldcourt, Skibbereen, which might be of interest to ICC
members. The current focus of the workshops is the refit of
Conor 0’Briens ketch Ilen. The Ilen was built by the Fisheries
School in Baltimore in the mid-1920s, and when she was
launched in 1926, 0'Brien and two Cadogan brothers from Cape
Clear Island sailed her to the Falkland Islands, where she was
delivered to the Falkland Island company for inter-island
trading. There is some interesting detail about the project at
http://www.bigboatbuild.com

Following on from the success of the Volvo, the RIAI in
conjunction with the Galway Harbour Board ran an
international competition to design a  building which
incorporates a public stage, exhibition area, retail space,
marina facilities, tourist information kiosk, and commercial
offices for the centre pier of the harbour. This is the pier,
which is normally covered in a mountain of scrap iron. The
building had to reflect Galway’s importance as a maritime and
cultural city and offer a clear image and potential branding for
the ‘City of the Tribes” There were over 100 entries and the
winners of the €10000 prize were the Swedish architects JM -
Konrad Milton and Carl Jagnefdlt. The judges described the
winning submission as creating “a compelling architectural
image with a linear building along the northern edge of the
pier which then rises vertically to form a tall thin tower at the
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point where it meets the sea. The fact that the stage is
powered hydraulically from a pool on the top level of the tower
adds to the delight of this scheme. ” It is not entirely clear if
there is actually a plan to build the building and it has been
suggested locally that this competition might become an
annual event!

There are unconfirmed reports that David Fitzgerald, formerly
of this parish was to be found whitewater rafting on Ganga Ma
(the Ganges) in Northern India last month but whether this
counts as a legitimate Western Wandering or even a nautical
one we leave to the reader.

Brian Scanlon has finally forsaken racing and now identifies as
a cruising man only. He took delivery of an X 42 earlier this this
and spent a dispiriting August cruising the Irish coast. He is
planning for next year already and will be heading off to
northern Spain.

Andy McCarter reports that Gwili 3 remained in la Gomera
during 2009 during which time they managed at least two
circumnavigations of the Island, a couple of shopping trips to
neighbouring Tenerife and an antifouling/anode changing
session in Santa Cruz. During part of the summer he and Paddy
helped a fellow retiree, John Harkin from Lough Swilly Yacht
Club to bring his new Dufour 42, Santana south from Fahan to
Lagos in the Algarve. The start of the trip coincided with the
Volvo Galway event which they thoroughly enjoyed. They
departed with the racers and continued to Audierne in
Brittany via the Scilly Isles. They were fortunate with weather
& enjoyed an early summer exploration of Brittany and then
cut the Biscay corner across to Santander in Spain. Returning
home they attended the ICC Northern and Eastern Regions’
Rally in Rathmullan.

Paddy, John & Andy at Concarneau

They joined Santana again at La Coruna and spent three very
pleasant weeks retracing the voyage of 2007, through Galicia
and down the Atlantic coast of Portugal arriving in Lagos at
the end of August where they met Cormac McHenry recently
arrived from the Azores Rally.

Don't forget the annual Christmas lunch is being arranged in
Limerick on the 4th December at 1200 for 1230 by Frank
Larkin - bookings in please by mid November at the latest
LarkinF@shannon-dev.ie.




Kilmore Quay Boat Club
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Ivan Sutton, has recently retired as Commodore of Kilmore
Quay Boat Club having been in office for eight years. Surely
this is a record for a Commodore to be in office!

Kilmore Quay marina is well known to members awaiting the
tide at the Tuskar, while its boat club is less well known, having
forty members but no premises. It organises some five races per
year with typically ten to twelve boats turning out in a pursuit
format, where all individually start from 18 footers to 37
footers start at staggered intervals up to forty minutes apart
with a view to all finishing together.

Ivan is a well known artist in oils and lives in the Lodge,
Kilmore Quay, where he welcomes ICC members to call, when
the flag is flying.
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Members News

Mike Balmforth received the honour of election to the
Fellowship of the Royal Institute of Navigation and was
presented with his scroll by Prince Phillip in London on July
15th 2009.

Advancing years prompt two members to sell:

Hugo Du Plessis is selling his 23 ft motor sailer Crimson
Rambler 3 and may be selling his home in Bantry also, as he
contemplates moving to the UK.

He can be contacted at fibreglassboats@fsmail.com

Wallace Clarke is selling AGIVEY, a 32 ft centre cockpit Colvic
Ketch, with good inventory for £10,000. Phone 028 79642737

Jack Woulfe, Wallace Clarke

Club Merchandise
Clothing can be obtained from 'World Leisurewear'.
http://www.worldleisurewear.com/irishcruisingclub/

Flags
Flags can be ordered directly from the ‘Ensign Flag &
Regalia Co’.

This can be done on their website at www.ensignflags.com

RCC Norway Meet 2010

4th-8th August 2010, organised by David Lomax, RCC

The Norway Meet will start in Skudeneshavn on 4th August
2010 with a quayside reception in the old town where we are
promised reserved berthing and the use of the sailing
clubhouse and all facilities.
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Other events will include a beach BBQ, jazz and a candle lit
dinner in a converted warehouse and, if the weather is settled,
an excursion to the island of Utsira (of forecast fame). The
fleet will then be free to continue cruising the islands and
fjords to a winter berth in Norway or return to home waters.

Skudeneshavn is near Stavanger and Haugesund, with budget
air connections from the UK. It has 2 B&Bs, excellent
restaurants and is linked to Stavanger by a reqular ferry service.
It is possible to charter a yacht locally and explore the many
interesting anchorages in the surrounding bay of islands.

ICC members interested in taking part in the RCC's 2010 Norway
Meet should get in touch with me, David Lomax at Lower
Blackaton Farm, Widecombe-in-the-Moor, Devon, TQ13 7UB,
Tel: 01364 621369 or dlomax@dircon.co.uk.

Visitor Moorings Update 2009

Further details are available on the website

Donegal

Visitor Moorings recently held at Moville, Culdaff, Portsalon,
Downings, Arranmore, Portnoo/Inishkeel and Teelin will be
disabled this Winter due to lack of money to maintain them.
Brian Cullen, Senior Engineer at Donegal County Council has
reassured us that when feasible they can be retrieved.

Mayo

Kieran Lynn, Senior Engineer of Mayo County Council hopes to
have visitor moorings deployed at Clare Island (6), Inishturk
(6), Kilcummin (6), Elly Bay (6), Blacksod (6), Ballyglass (8),
Achill, Achillbeg, Inishbiggle (7), Rosmoney, Clew Bay (4). This
is subject to funding. Currently, the moorings are present and
are being inspected annually.

Galway

Kevin Finn, Galway County Council confirmed that visitor
moorings in Leenane, Fahy Bay, Clifden, Roundstone, Kilronan,
Sruthan, Kikieran and Maumeen are inspected annually. The
locations of all yacht moorings/ reports on the 250 Piers,
Harbours and Landing Places in county Galway are included
also (60no.) on www.galwaycoco.ie

Clare

Tom Tiernan, Senior Engineer, Clare County Council reported
that there are visitor moorings in Carrigaholt and Labasheeda.
All eight moorings have been renewed in Carrigaholt.

Kerry
Kevin Boyle of Kerry County Council confirmed that visitor
moorings are maintained and inspected on an annual basis.
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Visitor Moorings are present in Smerwick, Ventry, Kells,
Knightstown, Portmagee, Derrynane and Sneem.

Cork

The moorings were checked in 2009 and Castletownbere,
Lawrence Cove, Adrigole (5), Trafrask (1), Glengariff,
Crookhaven, Schull, Glandore and Ballycotton are still in the
same location. Repairs were made in the Winter of 2008,/2009.
Billy Horgan of Cork County Council confirmed this.

Waterford

Ken Walsh, Dungarvan Area Engineer confirmed that there are
eight buoys in Helvic, Waterford. Chains and shackles were
replaced in 2008 and the post weight of these moorings is 15
tonne. An implied maintenance period of 5 years is currently
being reviewed.

100 years of the
Clyde Cruising Club

The Clyde Cruising Club celebrates its Centenary on November
10th 2009. A summer event in the year long Centenary
celebrations is a Cruise in Company, which ICC members are
invited to participate in.

The Centenary Cruise will sail along the unique and dramatic
West Coast of Scotland visiting ports and anchorages
traditionally associated with CCC.

The event programme is:

Sunday 18th July ~ Ardfern Yacht Centre
Registration & Barbeque

Monday 19th July
Tuesday 20th July

Ardfern to Tobermory

Loch Drumbuy Muster &

“Sunflower Raft”
Sunday 25th July Vatersay, Barra Beach Barbeque

Friday 30th July Isle of Kerrera Closing Dinner

Full details are on www.clyde.org
Mail: centenarycruise@clyde.org
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Picture Gallery

Azores Rally, July 2009

All of these pictures are online in a public gallery at http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/irishcruisingclub where there are six albums
available for perusal. Many more photos are accessible by logging into the members’ area of the Club website,
http://www.irishcruisingclub.com/members-pages-/index.php

Anne Kenny and Paddy OSullrvan who were awarded the ICC
prize for a meritorious voyage to Azores July 2009

John Clementson refreshes his mural

Azores - a green archipelago Donal McClement outsrde Peters Bar in Horta
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Picture Gallery
Azores Rally, July 2009
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Spectators watch the local dancing at the RCC opening reception in Ponta Delaga
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Commodore with Nigel Wollen, Secretary RCC and Carlos, Azores - green volcanic isles
President of the Azores Port Authority

Send news and photographs of gatherings to: editor@irishcruisingclub.com
Irish Cruising Club Website: www.irishcruisingclub.com
Hon. Editor Noel Casey: 087 258 1805
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