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The dust had no sooner settled after the AGM than we were off to the Annual
Dinner in Galway – and what a wonderful event it turned out to be. Superbly
organised by Vice Commodore David Whitehead and his team of members
from the west, more than 260 members and guests enjoyed an outstanding
venue in the Connemara Coast Hotel where the hospitality and welcome were first class. It was particularly
pleasing for me to be able to introduce fifteen of the nineteen new members elected in January at the New
Members’ Cocktail party prior to the Dinner. The weather did its best to spoil things but ICC members are not
put off by mere south westerly gales, rain and mist and the walkers on the Burren and the explorers on Inis Oirr
all had a ball. Unfortunately David was unable to enjoy the fruits of his labour because of illness and we all
wish him a speedy return to full health. Next year’s Dinner will be held three weeks later on the last week end
in March by which time St Patrick will hopefully have turned up the warm side of the stone!

Our thoughts are now turning to the
season ahead – let’s hope the weather for
those cruising in home waters is not as
bad as last year. The Azores Rally, which
we are organising jointly with the RCC,
will be our most ambitious effort yet in
terms of distance and at present it looks
as if more than a dozen boats from each
Club will make the trip which will ensure
good parties when we get there. David
Whitehead has looked after the ICC side of
the organisation of the event over the last
two years and our best thanks are due to
him. For those members unable or
disinclined to make the passage to the
Azores, two home waters rallies are being
held which I hope will be attractive to
those members making a
circumnavigation of Ireland or those who
just want to cruise in beautiful
surroundings and have some fun. The first
at Rathmullan on Lough Swilly on the
18th July will be the first event we have
held in Donegal where I can assure you of
a very warm welcome, while the second
will be at Lawrence Cove, Bantry Bay on
the 8th August where an equally
hospitable event is assured. Full details
are elsewhere in the Newsletter.

At its meeting in March the Committee
decided that up to ten new members
could be elected in January 2010. At
recent meetings the Committee has been

discussing the whole process of applying
for membership and the responsibilities of
everyone involved. These discussions have
been prompted by the fact that a few
members elected in recent years have not
yet shown any great interest in the Club
and, because there is a strictly applied
maximum limit on membership numbers,
may well have kept out applicants who
would have made a more substantial
contribution to Club life. The major
criteria for membership of the Club are an
enthusiasm for and a genuine
commitment to cruising which can be
demonstrated through experience and the
acquisition of skills and competences
commensurate with such factors as age,
circumstances and opportunity. To these
must be added a commitment to
contribute to the life of the Club and it
goes without saying that prospective
members must also be good company both
afloat and ashore as we are, first and
foremost a Club, rather than an
Association. At the risk of repeating
myself I stress that it is not a requirement
of membership to be a boat owner nor is
it a requirement to have crossed oceans or
cruised in remote and exotic places – all
the qualities outlined above can be
developed close to home in the
outstanding cruising waters of Ireland and
her near neighbours.

I am sure that many of you already know
prospective new members or will get to
know some during the coming season
and will consider proposing them for
membership next autumn. Your role as
proposer is the most important in the
whole process and you are the key
person in ensuring that the Club elects
new members who satisfy the criteria
outlined above and so ensure that it
remains an active, vibrant and sociable
organisation well able to fulfil its
objectives. If you are considering
putting forward a prospective member
could I ask you to discuss it with your
local Flag Officer who will be able to
offer advice on the requirements and the
application process. Over the next few
weeks and months it is intended to
publish on the Club Website further
guidance on the process – all in good
time for the “election season” next
Autumn.

In closing may I wish everyone good
cruising during the coming season – I
hope I will see some of you in the Azores
in July – I hope the winds are fair, the
sun shines and the rain stays away and
no matter where you are you enjoy good
sailing, good landfalls, good anchorages,
good food and wine and good fun.

April 2009

A Note from The Commodore
Peter Ronaldson
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Grainne Fitzgerald
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Friday 6th February
2009
The Commodore paid tribute to the 7 members deceased since
the last AGM.

Russell O’Neill, Dermod Ryan, Maurice O’Keeffe, Roger Bourke,
Brian Kenny’ Anthony Browne and Patrick Walsh.

Members then stood in silent tribute to those who have died.

A total of 91 members attended. There were 85 apologies.

Commodore’s Report:
The Commodore reported that this last year has flown by and
reminded us that with the exception of David Tucker, all the
other Officers of the club had just completed their first year.
The first event of the year was the Annual Dinner, which was
held in the Druid’s Glen Hotel and was superbly organised by
Cliff Hilliard and his team. The Fastnet Award was presented to
Sir Robin Knox-Johnston at the cocktail party prior to the
Dinner. The Commodores most abiding memory of 2008 was the
dreadful weather at home; however the spirit of the ICC meant
that although some Rallies were affected by the weather, most
of them were a great success. The highlight, afloat, was the
Canal du Midi cruise, organised by John Clementson and Connla
Magennis.

Over the last year or so both the South and West, and the North
and East Sailing Directions have been completely re-written
and updated by Norman Kean, with the help of Geraldine. The
Club owes both Norman and Geraldine a huge debt of gratitude.
The Commodore also thanked Ed Wheeler, Chairman of ICCPL,
for his business acumen and expertise, which he manages to fit
in between his cruise to Africa, for which he won two RCC
trophies.

The Commodore then thanked Chris Stillman for producing the
Annual, which is the only permanent record of our activities.
This year it was bigger and better then ever despite our
member’s efforts to make it difficult by not following the
instructions. He thanked Bill Rea for the distribution and James
Nixon, the sole adjudicator who had to read 38 logs and many
Dunn’s Ditties in a very short space of time.

The Commodore went on to welcome the 19 new members,
many of whom were at the meeting, to our unique club from
which we all derive so much pleasure and fun.

Looking forward, he reminded us that the David Whitehead’s
organisation of the joint ICC/RCC Azores Rally was well in hand.
There are also plans for a Home Waters Rally for all regions to
Rathmullan, in Donegal on 18th July, which is being organised
by Derek White, as well as an all region rally in Lawrence Cove
on Bere Island, in early August which will be organised by the
Southern Region.

The Commodore also thanked:

- David Tucker who has served on the committee for seven

years, two as Vice Commodore, two as Rear Commodore and
three as a Committee member. He had been a tower of
strength and will be sadly missed.

- Grainne FitzGerald who has inherited her father’s love for
the club and who has turned out to be a helpful and
efficient Secretary and has the nicest possible way of saying
“Peter, I don’t want to hassle you BUT….”

- Tom Fitzpatrick who had proved to be a very attentive Hon.
Treasurer and the club finances could not be in better
hands.

- Noel Casey, who has edited and produced two outstanding
Newlsletters.

- John Clementson, who burns the midnight oil, resulting in
an outstanding Website.

- Alan Leonard, following successfully in the steps of his two
illustrious predecessors, collection Subs and also acting as
Admissions Officers.

- John Massey who had been looking after the accessories.

- Barbara McHenry, our Archivist.

- Ann Woulfe-Flanagan who organised the trophies

- And lastly but not least, the Commodore thanked Evie for
her patience and support. Without her he would not be
here.

Hon Treasurer’s Report:
Tom Fitzpatrick outlined major change in the club finances in
that the Irish Cruising Club Publications Ltd was no longer able
to meet its commitment in supplying the members annual, and
the printing costs have now to be borne by the Irish Cruising
Club.

It was decided to re-state the October 2007 accounts to include
the annual costs of €16,376. The result of this is that the
deficit for 2007 is now €35,492.

Income for 11 months ending September 2008 is €33,613,
expenditure at €60,964 – includes provision for the 2008
members annual at €21,568 and results in a deficit of €27,341.
Total net assets as at 30 September 2008 are €172,011.

The club should be operating on at least a break even basis and
it is necessary to reduce costs where possible and also increase
income.

The present high deficits arise primarily from the club now
having to pay the cost of the annual and also declining
subscription income arising from the impact of the 95 Rule.
Some of the matters to be considered by the committee this
year might be charging the subscription exempted members for
the annual, review the print costs of the annual and perhaps
move towards email communication for newsletters etc.

The meeting unanimously adopted the accounts on the
proposal of Guy Johnston and seconded by Brendan Bradley.
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Election of Officers for 2009/2010:
The meeting then moved to the election of the Officers and
Committee.

Commodore: Peter Ronaldson 
(North) 2nd Year

Vice-Commodore: David Whitehead 
(West) 1st Year

Rear-Commodore: Clifford Hilliard 
(East) 2nt Year

Rear Commodore: Eleanor Cudmore 
(South) 1st Year

Hon. Secretary: Grainne FitzGerald 
2nd Year

Hon Treasurer: Tom Fitzpatrick 
2nd Year

Election of Committee for 2009/2010:
North John Clementson (4th Year)

Alan Leonard (5th Year)
Connla Magennis (6th Year)
Derek White (6th Year)

South Bill Brady (2nd Year)
Dan Cross (5th Year)
John Daly (4th Year)
Len Curtin (1st Year)

East Bernard Corbally (2nd Year)
Peter Courtney (2snt Year)
Joe Phelan (4th Year)
Robert Fowler (1st Year)

West Peter Fernie (1st Year)
Michael Brogan (1st Year)

April 2009

New members were asked to provide a brief biographical note
and a picture. Not all did so.

Member Proposed by Seconded by

Alex Booth Michael McKee Sandy Taggart

Andrew Bradley Terry Johnson John Tierney

Stuart Brownlow Colin Hayes Neil Kenefick

Peter Bullick John Ley Gregg Taylor

Frank Cassidy Cormac McHenry Noel Casey

Declan Connolly Michael Brogan Fergus Quinlan

Lonan Lardner Donal Brazil Peter Killen

Myles Lindsay Stanton Adair Maurice Flowers

Richard McCaffrey Jack Wolfe Jennifer Guinness

Ralph McCutcheon John Ballagh Alan Bell

Des McDowell Maurice Flowers Gregg Taylor

Olivia Murphy Peter Killen Francis Ennis

Pat Murphy Peter Killen Francis Ennis

Seamus O'Carroll Anthony Gore-Grimes Jack Wolfe

Brian O'Sullivan Paddy O’Sullivan Frank Larkin

Charles Quinn Cormac McHenry Geoff Coad

Bob Stewart Fred Espey James Osborne

Rosemary Stevenson Michael McKee Maeve Bell

Paul Taylor Paddy O’Sullivan Donal Morrissy

Des McDowell
I started my love of the sea with a
home made canoe back in the 60’s
while still at school. My next move
was racing in GP14 in 70’s.

Then going on to race a Ruffian
half tonner in 1976, racing round
the cans in Bangor and offshore
until the mid 80’s.

After early retirement in 1999, I purchased a Beneteau 411 and
cruised the west coast of Scotland the south coast of Ireland. We
then headed for the west coast of France in search of more sun.
I have cruised to Holland and from Norway to Shetland, as well
as many delivery trips from ports on the south coast of England
and have chartered in the Whitsundays. Most recently I have
cruised the West Coast of Spain, Portugal and the Mediterranean.

Declan Connolly
My introduction to sailing began in the early 1980’s, when I
first started sailing on traditional Galway Hookers in Kinvara
and Connemara. Sailing the hookers was hugely enjoyable and
a lot was learned, but it was in 1988 when I got an offer to sail
with Fergus & Kay Quinlan to the Scilly Isles, that I first
realised what could be done on a small cruising yacht. In 1994,
My wife Debbie and I purchased our first boat, a 1968 wooden
Folkboat, in which we cruised the west coast. We then moving
onto a 30ft Falmouth Pilot Ketch, in which we also cruised the
west and east coasts of Ireland, and the Clyde in Scotland, with
our two young children and a dog. Back in those days, we got
some some looks when loading the boat for a cruise, what with
nappies, buggies, dog food etc.

New Members
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In 2005, in a roundabout manner, we managed to find a boat that
was "kind of for sale" in the south of Spain, and between the jigs
and the reels we bought our latest yacht, a Laurent Giles 38, and
sailed her back to Ireland. The following year we took a year out
with our children, then aged 14 and 11, and did a small Atlantic
triangle, with many stops in places such as France, Spain,
Portugal, Madeira, over-wintering in the Canaries and returning to
Ireland via the Azores. A more detailed log of this trip can be
found at www.kinvara.com/khepri. All going well, we hope this
year to head down to north of Spain for a few weeks (- must get
those little osmosis blisters done first though!)

Lonan Lardner
I am married to Maura. I started sailing at the age of 17 with
the Glenans in Baltimore, West Cork. Since then sailing has
been very influential in my life i.e. the friends I have and the
people I have met. I raced Enterprises in Malahide during the
eighties with Maura when our children were small. Following a
spell in England (and Banbury Sailing Club) we returned to
Dublin, where we bought our first cruising boat, a SHE 33
“Freedom” which we kept in Howth. Over the following years
we sailed in the Irish Sea. We also cruised to West Cork
occasionaly. We moved to Tramore in 2000 and recently
acquired a Jeanneau 37, which is based in Crosshaven. I have

cruised to the UK and France, however our main cruising
ground is West Cork/Kerry. We plan to cruise further in the
future as work and time allow.

Myles Lindsay
I have always lived in Bangor on the shores of Belfast Lough
and it is therefore not surprising that I started cruising to the
Clyde and the Isle of Mann. It did not take long however before
I was exploring the West Coast of
Scotland and the Outer Hebrides.

I have also cruised the Irish Coast
the South Coast of England and the
Isles of Scilly as well as the Rias in
North West Spain. In addition to
cruising I have raced both inshore
and offshore on yachts including
"Juno", "Indecision" and "Eagle"
and have been Sailing Secretary and
Rear Commodore of the Royal Ulster Yacht Club. I was a
Lifeboat helmsman for over 24 years and my wife Brenda is the
local RNLI fund raising secretary.

Charles Quinn
Originally from Portaferry in Co Down, I learned my sailing
racing GP14's, Heron's and Flying 15's in Strangford Lough. My
father gave me early responsibility while in charge of our 36
foot family Motor cruiser called "Catherine Creegan". We had
some memorable family trips to the Isle of Man and up and
down the east coast of Ireland. While working in London I

taught sailing for Sunsail at weekends in Emsworth.

In 2004, my wife Bridgette and I purchased an Island Packet
29 called "Quinta Essentia" from Holland. We have cruised with
our family around most of the coast line of Ireland. We are now
living in Galway and look forward to writing about our family
cruising experiences in future ICC publications.

Peter Bullick
I have messed about in boats from an early age, sailing on my
father’s Glen in the early 1950's and worked with Jimmy Laird's
rowing boats in Bangor Bay. I have power boat raced, holding
a UIM licence for five years and then crewed on many sail
racing boats, including a 1977 Irish Admirals Cup yacht. I have
raced around the Fastnet and round Ireland on two occasions
and also raced in the Solent, Tarbert, West Highland Week,
Dublin Bay, Cork and Belfast Lough. I had joint ownership in
three boats and now own an Elan 434 Impression. "El-Torro". I
have cruised the West Coast of Scotland, East & South Coast of
Ireland and Isle of Man on many occasions. Plans for the future
are to cruise further afield.

Richard McCaffrey
I started cruising from Clontarf in
1981 with my wife, first in a Sea
King 24 and later a Westerly
Griffon. Since 1990 I’ve sailed a 36’
Westerly Solway based in Howth.

My cruising is mostly close to
home; north to the Hebrides and
Orkney, or south to Cornwall and
the Isles of Scilly, the Channel
Islands and Brittany. I’ve been through the Caledonian and
Crinan canals. West Cork is also a favourite & we sailed around
Ireland in 1984 -an adventure those days. By chartering I‘ve
been able to extend my cruising to the Galician Rias, the Greek
islands and Croatia.

Membership Cards
John Clementson
This year members will receive a membership card together
with their 2009 Yearbook. This will be a one-off issue – i.e.,
it will not renewed annually. The Committee thought that
members might find a card useful to help identify themselves
as a bona fide member of the club when visiting other clubs,
especially abroad.

Members’ names have been shorn of most prefixes,
decorations and initials leaving only (in most cases) a
forename and a surname. If any member is unhappy with the
abbreviated description given to him/her, the card should be
returned to John Clementson who will arrange for an amended
version to be provided.

New Members
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Notes from the North; April
2009
Peter Ronaldson, Commodore

Pride of place among the recent achievements of Northern
members must once again go to Trevor Lusty, partner Maggie
and dog Oscar aboard their Amel Super Maramu Sea Fever of
Cuan, who started the French Iles du Soleil Rallye in Madeira
last October and sailed to the Canaries, Dakar (Senegal), the
Cape Verdes and across the Atlantic to Salvador in Brazil. They
crossed the equator on 12th December making appropriate
offerings to King Neptune and eventually arrived in Salvador,
Brazil, on 18th December. Unfortunately Salvador city turned
out to be somewhat of a security nightmare with several rally
sailors being beaten and robbed so they left and spent
Christmas at the beautiful Ilha Itaparica about ten miles away
and even there were not immune from the attention of
criminals. They eventually decide to leave the Rally at Salvador
and head south towards Rio de Janeiro leaving the Amazon for
another day and have since visited the Ilhas Abrolhos, have
enjoyed Carnival in Rio where security was once more a
problem, and hoped to be in Buenos Aires during March. Their
log should make interesting reading in the Annual when they
eventually return!

The winter season of Cruising dinners and log competitions in
local clubs has as always involved many members of ICC
whether as judges, competitors or simply diners. RUYC’s
competition was judged by Michael Buckley who awarded the
Club’s major prize, the Longship Trophy to Ed Wheeler for his
graphic account of his epic cruise to West Africa. Ed had
already won the ICC Faulkner Cup for this cruise and he was also
honoured by the Royal Cruising Club which deservedly awarded
him its prestigious Cruising Club Bowl and its Goldsmith
Exploration Award. I think Ed might have something slightly
less ambitious planned for this season! At RNIYC the
competition was judged by George Hawthorn and the major
trophy, the Workman Cup, was awarded to Irene Aston who is
of course the wife of ICC member and Old Gaffer leader Alan,
for a wonderful account of a four or five nation cruise round
the Irish Sea while Evie Ronaldson’s account of cruising in the
Balearics won the Kirk Bradley Cup for the best written log.

It looks as if there will be a strong Northern contingent taking
part in the Azores Rally. John & Ann Clementson, Faustina ll,
Ian Morrow Genesis, Terry Anderson Rosemary of Cuan, Alan
Leonard, Ariadne have all signed up for the trip and several
other members have indicated a possible interest. Full details
of events, timing and costs have been sent to those who have
shown an interest and are also to be found elsewhere in this
newsletter. Judging by the number of enquiries I have had
about the home waters rally in Rathmullan on 18th July it is
going to be a huge success – so long as the weather co-
operates. Details are on the application form to be returned to
Derek White by 19th June at the latest. Even if the weather is
bad I think it will still be a great party!

The joint North and East Rally at the Quoile Yacht Club in
Strangford Lough from the 23rd to 25th May will be an ideal
opportunity to start the season off in beautiful surroundings and
convivial company. The hospitality of QYC is legendary and we
have enjoyed it on several occasions over the years so if you
intend to be part of the fun please complete the form to be found
on the website and send it to Derek White as soon as possible.

A Meeting for Northern members followed by a Fitting Out
Lunch will be held at Newtownards Sailing Club at the north
end of Strangford Lough on Saturday 25th April. We have been
specially invited to the Club by the Commodore and Committee
and while it is somewhat of a break from tradition I can assure
you that all the traditional requirements of the Cruising Club
for a successful and enjoyable event will be available in
delightful rural surroundings. The meeting will start at noon
and will be followed by lunch at 1300 to which spouses,
partners and other significant people are of course invited. Full
details complete with chart will be sent to Northern Members.

Notes from the South
Eleanor Cudmore, Rear Commodore South

It’s time to come out of hibernation. The days are getting longer
and more conducive to preparing our boats for the coming
season’s cruising. In the back of our minds though is the
niggling thought ‘What will the weather be like?’ Well surely it
cannot be as bad as last year. Six boats from the South will go
to the Azores for the joint ICC/RCC Rally in July. Dan Cross’
Yoshi; Colin Hayes’ Saoirse; Neil Hegarty’s Shelduck; Stephan
Hyde’s A Lady and Richard Cudmore’s new Jeanneau 42 Toirse II.
Neil Prendeville, who did the ARC 2008, will join them there on
his homeward journey from the Caribbean in Mary P. The rest of
us will be spread over European waters from the Baltic Sea to
the Eastern Mediterranean, Scotland and our own wonderful
coast line. For those of you thinking of circumnavigating Ireland
there is a Home Waters Rally in Lough Swilly, Donegal on 18th
July. Bring your Yearbook with you so you can recognise boats
and have easy contact with members. Nearer to home, we have
as always in August a raft up in West Cork. This year on
suggestion of many of you, we are going to round the Mizzen.
On Saturday the 8th August we will gather in Bere Island. We
will raft up in Dunboy Bay for lunch and return to Lawrence’s
Cove that evening where a dinner has been arranged. You are
also welcome by foot/car, our members are always happy to
have extra guests on board. You can go onto the island by ferry
to meet us or can be picked up at Castletownberehaven quay.
Bill Brady will be the organiser and you will need to book in
with him. More details nearer the time. End of Season Raft Up
will be held at East Ferry on the 28th September. Let’s hope we
have better luck with the weather this year! The Autumn General
Committee meeting will be held in the South on October 31st in
the Naval Base at Haulbowline. Southern members and partners
are invited to join us that evening for Dinner in the Wardroom.
It is an opportunity to meet the committee members from the
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other regions and we hope very many of will come. We are
postponing the Members Only meeting and dinner until after
Christmas. Last but not least for 2009 we have the Christmas
Dinner which this year will be held in Kinsale Yacht Club on
13th December at which we will be delighted to see all members
and partners.A Personal Survival Techniques was held in NMCI
on Thursday 2nd April. On 4th April in the RCYC there was a
supper and talk. “The Moody Legacy” by David Moody. The last
of our Spring Lunches in Carrigaline Court Hotel was on
Wednesday April 1st. Despite the snow 40 came to the previous
lunch. With this glorious weather now it hard to imagine snow
but for the March 4th lunch the place was white. Wishing you
all a wonderful season’s cruising.

Twizzle-yard system

Adrian Stokes

The Twizzle-yard is a downwind sailing system for the trade wind
sailing. Its advantages are that the downwind rolling are yawing
are greatly reduced, it can be carried in strong winds and
steering is made much easier. It consists of two staysails boomed
out from the forestay, the booms of which are not connected to
the mast but are joined together at the inner end. To keep the
booms from coming back and hitting the mast a strop is
connected from the V, where the booms meet, forward to the
stem. A jib halliard from the masthead goes to the V and this
stops the boom dropping to the deck [like a topping lift]. It is
completed with a sheet rope to each staysail. The booms now
float 2 metres above the deck and the whole system of yards and
sails pivot bodily around the forestay. Because the sails are so
far forward steering is very easy with lines to the tiller.

Pictures and further details can be found at
http://www.simetric.co.uk/twizzle_rig/setting.htm

It was invented by Hugh Barkla a British marine engineer in the
1970’s. It is described by John Vigor in his book “The Seaworthy
Offshore Sailboat “ [ISBN 0-07-134328-8] where he states that
the major problem is in describing it to anyone so I hope my
description makes you want to know more. He used it with his
Aries wind vane to steer downwind thousands of miles without
attention. He gives technical details of how the hinge joining
the booms are made and other details as to its use.

If anyone is interested in it I can put you in touch Tony Irving,
who used it on a cruise from Falmouth to the Azores. I expect
that there are ICC members who have used it.

We in the South take our committee duties very seriously. Dan
Cross, Jill Cross, Eleanor Cudmore, Eileen Brady, Meta Tucker,
David Tucker, Bill Brady doing a reconnoitre for the August
Muster on Bere Island. 

Eleanor Cudmore Presents an Atlantic pennant to Ed Nicholson

Waiting for the Ferry

Joe Woodward has had many years experience of cruising in the Galicia area.  He also speaks fluent Spanish.  He says that he
would be delighted to meet up with any members who go cruising in the region this year and will do his best to help them if
they have boat problems or simply need local advice.  His mobile telephone number whilst there is +34 63 723 9744.  Look out
for Joe and Mary on board their yacht Moshulu III.

Also Peter and Moira Haden, Yacht Papageno, will be exploring the rias of western Galicia from May to September, based mainly
at Cangas in Ria Vigo.

They are hoping to meet any ICC members in the area, to share a few glasses of Alberino.



200704ICCNewsletter:Layout 1  12/04/2007  10:48  Page 3

Notes from the East
John Bourke

I remember being in New Zealand on a business trip in the early
90’s. At that time their economy was in serious difficulties with
deficits and other structural problems. They did later tackle
their situation in dramatic fashion, using the same zeal and
imagination as they display on the rugby field, and they
emerged as a small but strong economy later in the decade.

This column is not about economics. My point is that the
marinas I saw there, and there are many of them, were still full
of fine yachts. It is said that one in three of the citizens of
Auckland own a boat. Anyway since they had them and could
not at the time easily part with them, they just kept on sailing.
The nearby waters and their splendid cruising grounds up and
down the coast were liberally sprinkled with sails. The
connection with our current circumstance is clear, suggesting
that we continue to enjoy what we have in our own delightful
cruising grounds on both sides of the Irish Sea, round our coast
and in other places close by, north and south. New sails and
upgrades can come later.

I must firstly record the achievements of Adrian Lee on Lee
Overlay. When one buys the Fastnet Race winner Chieftain as he
did, one does take a big chance on ongoing success. However
Adrian has succeeded brilliantly with a good result in the
Middle Sea Race in the Mediteranean followed by a first overall
in the new classic 600 mile race in the Carribean. Ireland thus
continues to have one of the leading boats of the offshore
racing world.

Closer to home the trend is towards cruises in company. The
Royal St George YC will go north to Scotland with Brian
McManus’s Voyager, Trevor Wood’s Misty and others in the core
fleet. Also the Dunlaoghaire National Yacht Club plan a mini
meet in Concarneau in early July, with some 11 expressions of
intent. Do enquire if you would like to join in either event.
Another more modest example is that the Shipman fleet is
proposing a short foray to Anglesea in place of their usual
Saturday battle around the Bay. Let others follow, small or large
and fit to go to sea.

Numbers are a bit down I understand for the Club gathering in
the Azores but some, myself included, still hope to be there.

In the Mediteranean Beowulf with Ann Woulfe-Flanagan and
Bernard Corbally will progress East round the Peleponese and
on to Marmaris in Turkey, where hopefully they will meet up
with Terry Johnson’s Nyabo. Alan McGettigan’s Wolfhound will
sail from Malta via Sicily to Croatia. In 2008 some thirty
people including many ICC members joined in his epic
campaign and some will return for further punishment!. Nigel
Lindsay-Finn’s Eleanora is still in those waters. Brendan
Bradley’s Afar V1’ will be on her way down the Portuguese
Coast while ex-Commodore Cormac McHenry having wintered in
Gomera, can start from further south.

Further still away, Michael Bourke having enjoyed setting a
record for the sail round Lamu Island in Kenya, has with others
had built a 40 foot dhow Kitugani’ in traditional mode, but with

an engine and a western style heads!. He recently sailed this
larger craft round the island, but was just outside his own
record. There is some early talk of a voyage down the coast to
Zanzibar which is being encouraged. Elsewhere is a picture of
Fred & Eileen Espey in those waters, relaxing last February
beside a dhow, owned by their daughter.

Others I have spoken to are understandably a little uncertain
as to their cruising plans for this year. I will therefore leave a
wider listing of East Coast voyages for the Autumn edition of
the Newsletter, when they will actually have taken place.

After the great success of Cliff Hilliard’s initiative, there will be
another informal lunch in Dublin on Friday 24th April in the St
Stephens Green Club in central Dublin. The East Region Annual
Lunch, always a sell-out, will be in the National Yacht Club on
December 4th. Last year’s raft-up was a great success despite
the weather, and this year it will be repeated at Ireland’s Eye,
barbeque included. Put it in the diary for August 29th and
bring friends and family. A gentle sunny day is guaranteed.

Notes from the West
Peter Fernie

Western Members enjoyed a Christmas Lunch in the Hilton Hotel
in Limerick on 5th December 2008. Some 34 people attended
including former Commodore David FitzGerald who travelled from
Dublin to attend, a good selection of members from the Region
and a number of guests. There were some wonderfully anecdotal
and mercifully brief speeches, the lunch was excellent and the
wine flowed like the ebb tide. Once again our thanks go to Frank
Larkin for organising the event. At the AGM David Whitehead was
elected Vice Commodore and Peter Fernie and Dr Michael Brogan
were elected to serve on the Committee. The annual Dinner
Weekend was hosted by the Western Region and was held at the
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Connemara Coast Hotel some miles to the west of Galway. The
event was a resounding success with one of the larger
attendances of recent years. An excursion to Inis Oirr attracted
a disappointingly small number of hardy travellers whose
optimism in the face of some fairly brisk weather conditions
appears to have been well rewarded. As a footnote we all know
that when you get to sea the weather is rarely as awful as it
looks from the shore, and the Aran Islands generally seem to
experience somewhat better weather than the Galway Bay lee
shore. A walk around Black Head together with a picnic lunch,
organised and led by Donal Morrissy was very well attended – so
much so that some people had to be turned away- again the
weather was less than kind but the enjoyment level was reported
to be high. A few people braved the elements at Barna Golf Club
( although we gather that the full 18 hole were not essayed) and
Aodhan FitzGerald and Vera Quinlan took a small party on a tour
of the fine facilities of The Marine Institute at Rinville – followed
by a light repast at Moran’s of the Weir. Two hundred and sixty
five people sat down to a dinner and were regaled by witty
speeches from our Commodore and Henry Clay – Rear Commodore
of the RCC and an excellent Grace said by Peter Haden. The Vice
Commodore would like to thank all the members whose efforts
contributed to a successful event especially Peter Haden – who
organised the Hotel, Peter Fernie who managed the Dinner, Donal
Morrissy for the Burren Walk, Aodhan FitzGerald and Vera Quinlan
for the Marine Institute and Tom Foote and Olaf Tyaransen for
general support and humour on the registration desk With regret
we report the sad news of the passing of Seamus Salmon. Seamus
crossed the bar on 25th March after a short illness. He leaves
behind his loving wife Claire and baby daughter Rebecca. Seamus
joined our club in 2000, and was a worthy member, spending
every weekend sailing the west coast in his yacht Saoirse. He was
awarded the Atlantic trophy in 2007 for his entertaining account
of his cruise to the Caribbean and back. In the same year he was
also awarded the Aran Islands Trophy. Our sympathy goes out to
Claire, Rebecca and all his family, he will be sadly missed but
remembered for his love of life, his goodness, and the enjoyment
he brought to all who had the good fortune to know him.

At the time of writing Michael Craughwell who was awarded the
Aran Islands trophy this year is still cruising in the Caribbean
but we hope to see him back in Galway for the Volvo Race
stopover. In respect of the latter we understand that rumours
about the stopover being transferred to Cork are unfounded –
although it is true that the preparation of the site for the
tented Village have fallen behind schedule. The somewhat
hyperbolic 3D fly through animation of the Docks
Transformation has been removed from the website and we are
promised a more modest arrangement. A full programme of
events is planned from the anticipated arrival from the 22 May
until the final departure on 6 June. A boat show and in-port
racing weekend is planned for the Bank holiday . More
information is available from www.letsdoitgalway.com. It could
surprise the Jeremiahs and be the saving of tourism in the West
this year. We hope a few members may visit Galway for the
occasion.

Pity about the musician, at Annual Dinner
I have had some unenviable tasks under the exigencies of sailing
over the years but never one as demanding as “letting go”, as the
current parlance has it, an enthusiastic musician at the Annual
Dinner.

The initial meetings of the Western organising Committee had
mused on the desirability or not of musical diversion at the
Annual Dinner. Despite the naysayers, a low-key presence was
agreed upon and a musician was hired to play at the reception,
during the dinner and afterwards, to perhaps stimulate an
authentic Western seisiún.

Not having been present at the early discussions, I had genteel
visions of a guitarist or perhaps a harpist - I was not prepared for
a lot of electronics, enormous speakers on tall poles, and an
accordion. 

All was not well even before the starter was served – grumblings
from tables nearest to the musical corner indicated that within a
5 metre radius, conversation was impossible – whilst those at the
other end of the room were unaware that there was even a
musician. The Western Committee’s general unfamiliarity with
staging musical extravaganzas had caused us to neglect the
sound absorbing properties of curtains, carpets and people.

I was asked to mediate. The volume could not be lowered anymore
– “Sure, these speakers could fill the Carnegie Hall”, I was
alarmingly informed. I had an horrific vision of senior members
lying prostrate, clutching at their ears as glassware imploded on
the proximate tables.

“Maybe you could go have a cup of tea or something until the
dinner is over and then start up again?” was the mild compromise
requested.

After the meal was no better – complaints were even more
vociferous - again I went to the musical corner. The tables within
a 5-meter radius had been cleared as by some mysterious plague.
An ad hoc Committee decision ruled that as we had paid the piper
what he had requested, he could go home and have an early
night. I was tasked with giving him the bullet. I did not want to
hurt his professional sensibilities. It wasn’t his fault. Musicians
are notoriously temperamental.

He, on the other hand, was clearly getting into the swing of
things and was enjoying himself immensely. I explained my
position, blamed myself and the rest of the Committee, blamed
the hotel furnishings and that it was nothing to do with the
music but maybe he could wind up the performance. I had waited
politely whilst he had finished a refrain and to be truthful my ears
were beginning to hurt also.

“I think that there are some people who are enjoying the music”
he said pointing at a still occupied table about 8 meters away. I
explained that whilst that was entirely possible, I had been
inundated with requests for him to stop and had received few (in
fact none) plaudits for the music thus far.

“Please can you sort of wind up now” had to be my feeble
ultimatum. “Go enjoy the free bar”

Sailing News
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“I’ll just finish the section” he countered.

“ Please stop - NOW ” I asked in desperation. I could see myself
having to pull the mains plug out of the socket. Finally I think
we understood one another.

Blessed silence apart from the usual hubbub of the ICC at play.

PS I had no further contact with the musician all evening but
subsequently received a report that at 0300 he was happily
ensconced in the musical corner and feeling no pain. So I suppose
it turned out well after all.

Anon

Update on the Azores Rally

David Whitehead Vice Commodore

The organisers are now making a FINAL
CALL for entries to the Azores meet with the Royal Cruising
Club. This has been sent by email to everybody who has already
expressed any interest in participating. If you plan on
attending and have not sent an entry form please do so by the
end of April at latest. The entry form is on the ICC website and
those of you who wish to join the Rally, but have not returned
the form to David Whitehead already, you can print it out from
the website and send it to him in hard copy by snail mail – or
forward it to him by email. David has so far received completed
forms from ten ICC owners, who say their yachts will definitely
participate and one who is still in the probable category. Paul
Heiney of the RCC understands that the RCC have a similar
number of definite entries so it now looks like about 20 yachts
and crews will participate. It is requested that people planning
to attend and have sent in entry forms, but who have not
ordered polo shirts and would like to have some, to please send
David their order by the end of April. As mentioned one polo
shirt will be covered by the boat entry fee – but David will still
need to know what size, sex and colour is required. Boat entry
fees will not be called for until all the admin costs have been
finalised and we know more accurately how many boats they
will be spread over. This will probably not be before the end of
May. The boat entry fee will cover a commemorative plaque for
each boat participating, a gift of Azorean produce, a rally flag
for each boat and some token awards to meritorious voyagers
and some administration costs. The fee is expected to be in the
region of €100-150 per boat. Arrangements for the various
events are well advanced if not already completed. The
participants will pay their own meal and drink costs at the time
of each event and these will be in the order of €30 per person
per event. As a result of health issues, the Vice Commodore
regrets that he will not be in a position to sail Joyster to the
Azores for the Rally but will continue to administer the ICC end
of the event and still hopes to join participants out in the
islands one way or another. Those planning to attend, to have
guests join or leave in the Azores or make crew changes there
should note that TAP and SATA should now have their summer
timetables up and running so now is not too soon to make
travel arrangements. There are very few direct flights from

Ireland but that there are connections through a variety of
locations such as London, Manchester, Porto, Lisbon, Faro,
Madeira, and with other airlines from other continental cities
(such as Lufthansa Fankfurt and KLM from Amsterdam etc).
With a bit of persistence you should now be able to make travel
arrangements for crew changes etc.. As the time approaches
owners are again reminded that many standard yacht insurance
policies do not cover cruises to the Azores and they should
ensure to arrange cover to meet their needs.

GPS Jamming
Noel Casey

As reported in http://www.ofcom.org.uk/static/subscribe/
select_list.htm it is not always safe to assume that the
ubiquitous GPS system will be available. In a few years the
European Gallileo system will be operating, but we will all
probably need new receivers then.

The Ministry of Defence conduct occasional tests on military
systems which may result in some loss of service to civilian users
of the Global Positioning System (GPS) including in-car
navigation devices and networks which rely on GPS signals.
Ofcom seeks to provide citizens and consumers with information
about possible interruptions to these services via these email
updates giving advanced notification of these tests. It must be
emphasised that this notification process only warns of future
jamming excercises that are brought to the notice of Ofcom and
may not cover all jamming exercises. It cannot be assumed that
any loss of service is due to jamming exercises.

You can be warned of these planned service losses by signing
up for email notification at http://www.ofcom.org.uk/static/
subscribe/gpsjamming.htm

Green Diesel - Payment of
Mineral Oil Tax on Diesel
Noel Casey

From 1st November 2008, diesel used for “private pleasure
navigation” in the Republic of Ireland is subject to mineral oil
tax at the same rate as applies to auto diesel (currently
€368.05 per 1,000 litre), instead of the reduced rate that
applies to marked gas oil (currently €47.36 per 1,000 litre).

“Private pleasure navigation” means use for navigation in a
craft for any purpose that is not commercial, and includes
use in any craft that is hired out for such purposes. It does not,
however, include the transportation of passengers on cruises
and other recreational voyages where the craft is operated and
crewed by a commercial operator.

This Guide is relevant to all owners of diesel-propelled craft
that are used for private pleasure navigation.

Download guide and payment forms at http://www.revenue.ie/
en/tax/excise/leaflets/mineral-oil-tax-on-heavy-oil.pdf
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Chris Stillman

The procedures for preparing and printing the Annual have been
updated to combat increasing costs, and it is essential that the
Notes for Contributors and the Notes from the Editor, printed in
the first few pages of the Annual be followed.

The quality of our Annual is due, in no small measure, to the
number and quality of the logs and ditties which are submitted.
Members have risen superbly to the challenge in recent years and
the results have been much applauded. However there is an
editorial down-side and submissions which do not meet the
requirements may have to be rejected.

It is essential that the LOGS AND DITTIES BE SUBMITTED ON
DISCS, either CD or USB stick, using any software format e.g rtf,
Word 95/97, Word 2003, pdf, odf, odt etc, that is commonplace
and accompanied by two typed, double spaced, copies, as
requested in the Notes.

THE LENGTH OF LOGS AND DITTIES should be kept within the
limits indicated: Logs should be 3000 to 5000 words, though a
log for a major extended cruise of up to 7000 to 10,000 words may
be accepted. Logs which exceed these limits will be heavily edited.

To keep logs as short as possible, material such as restaurant
details and pilotage notes, will be removed and placed in the club
website archive. (Members may wish to list such features
separately). Gastronomic cruises, whilst no doubt a delight to the
crews concerned, will be strongly edited. Ditties should generally
be 200-500 words in length, (though exceptional longer items
may be accepted). Preferably they should be anecdotal, and a
photograph would be welcome. They need not refer to a specific
cruise; other items, such as a few lines on holiday cruises made
on sea or inland waters with commercial companies, could be
useful to other members when planning holidays.

THE PRESENTATION of Logs and Ditties in the Annual adheres to
very specific conventions. In writing your logs and ditties, please
observe the following conventions:

Use ITALICS for the names of boats; DO NOT USE ITALICS for place-
names. Please be consistent and accurate in the spelling of place-
names.

DIRECTIONS should be given as words: north, south, northeast,
southwest, north-northeast, west-southwest etc; not capital
letters: N, S, NE, NNE etc.

CLOCK TIMES should be on the 24-hour clock as 0600, not 0600 hrs

COMPASS BEARINGS wind speeds and directions should be given
as in this example:
“We departed at 0630, sailing 235° true, in a northwest force 4,
bound for 54° 30' North 06 °13' West.”

BOAT SPEEDS should be given in KNOTS, not kn or knt

DISTANCES at sea should be recorded as MILES, not nm, NM, m.

All contributions are edited to these conventions; if they are
ignored by contributors, the time required to edit the logs and
ditties becomes excessively long, and may well result in rejection
of the log.

PHOTOGRAPHS are much appreciated; about one per 800 words,
to illustrate the boat, the people and shore features. Most will be
printed in full colour. Photos may be as produced by a digital
camera and should be of a size to reproduce in print at A5 size

Please be sure to include a caption with names of people arranged
in correct order and if possible submit your photographs as both
prints and on disc.

MAPS or TRACK CHARTS for Irish waters are not necessary, other
than to illustrate particular features . For non-Irish waters, simple
charts are highly desirable and should be as 'unfussy' as possible.
If you can base yours on Garmin Mapsource or C-MAP electronic
charts, or Google maps, it would be appreciated.

Please accompany your charts with a TYPED LIST OF PLACE
NAMES, spelled accurately.

The production of a standard outline chart based on modern
digital images for any cruising area, which may be sent to
contributors on request, is being investigated.

These rules and regulations may seem fussy and prescriptive, but
they are necessary if we are to continue to produce rapidly an
Annual of which the Club can be proud, at a price we can afford.
Please do not let this put you off from submitting you logs; the
Annual has always been our sole record of Member's Cruises and
provided both useful information and entertainment to us all. Let
it continue to do so.

Forthcoming Events for your
Diary
This is from the website. For latest information consult the website

2009
Apr 23 East Region informal lunch at the Stephen's Green

Hibernian Club.

Apr 25 North Region Fitting-Out lunch
May 23-25 North/East Regions Spring Rally at Quoile YC

Jun 24-27 Strangford Lough Race Week

Jul 18-29 Azores Meet with RCC

Jul 18 Home waters meet at Rathmullan for all regions

Aug 08 South Region West Cork Muster at Lawrence
Cove, Bere Island

Aug 29 East Region Raft Up and Muster in Malahide

Sep 12-13 North Region Rally at Glenarm (venue to be
confirmed)

Sep 26 South Region End-of-Season Raft Up - East Ferry

Dec 04 East Region Annual Lunch, National Yacht Club
Dec 11 South Region Christmas dinner at KYC

2010
Mar 26-27 Annual Cocktail Party and Dinner, Slieve Donard

Hotel, Newcastle, Co.Down

Jul 18-30 CCC 100 years celebration cruise
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Visits to the South Rock lights

John Clementson

This Spring a seamark well-known to many ICC sailors
disappeared. The red painted lightship ‘Gannet’ (or, more properly,
‘light float’), which with its predecessors has been guarding the
South Rocks off the coast of County Down for 132 years, was
replaced by a large Superbuoy.

South Rock lights, photo Geraldine Herrigan

This event has particular resonance for Ann and I, as, on the
coast right opposite the lightship, we have a cottage, which she
has been going to since the early war years when they were
evacuated there from Belfast. Ann remembers going out to the
lightship in the supply launch ‘Paddy’ in the days when the
lightship was manned. Water from the cottage well would be
channelled down to barrels and these would be hauled up onto
the lightship – as on many occasions were young Ann and her
friends. She well remembers the skipper’s cabin and its bunk that
had a heavy green curtain hung on a brass rail for privacy. The
seven keepers on duty at any one time filled their time by making
clothes brushes, rope mats and ships in bottles, all of which could
be purchased. The vessel has of course long since been
unmanned.

Given half decent weather, we can see the ship about 3 miles off
shore lying to the tide with its light flashing red (3) 30s by night
and day. On a couple of occasions I have taken grandchildren out
to it in a RIB. We never boarded it of course, but we got near
enough to hear one of its four diesel engine generators that ran
24/7 maintaining the power supply. It is sad to have it gone. No
longer will we be able to see at a glance which way the tide is
running.

A lightship was established on this site in 1877 once it was
finally accepted that the South Rock lighthouse had been built in
the wrong place. The lighthouse is about 1½ miles off shore –
unfortunately the rocks stretch out another half mile or so and,
even after it was completed and began to operate in 1797, many
ships continued to be wrecked on the North and South Rocks.

The lighthouse had been designed and built by Thomas Rogers
who built several others around Ireland. The fact that the building

is still there and essentially in excellent condition speaks for
itself. It is claimed to be the oldest wave-washed lighthouse in
the world. It is 60 feet high with the first 20 feet being solid.
The sea rises well up that section at high water. The granite
stones at the base (some brought from Newry) are scarfed into
the living rock so that hardly a crack shows, though this degree
of perfection was only achieved after some remedial work in
1801. The sea has no chance of undermining this structure.
There are then three more levels. The lowest one, reached by
metal ladder past the wooden structure that housed the outside
loo, was originally for the storage of coal and water, whilst the
upper levels were where the keeper lived, with the kitchen
below and the living room at the top. Interestingly for the first
23 years the keeper had his family with him, food and supplies
being brought out from the small harbour which is inshore of
the lighthouse (and where we have our cottage). The other
cottages near ours are the original keepers’ cottages, now
sympathetically but much modernised.

It was for some time a yearly ritual that I took the
grandchildren out to land on the pebbly beach at the
lighthouse at low water. This was not just a trip there and back.
There was another motive. Some years ago a ship carrying
copper ore (?) was wrecked nearby. The cargo spread all around
and was moulded by the sea so that now, if you look carefully
among the pebbles around the South Rock lighthouse, it is still
possible to find really beautiful emerald green stones that can
be made into necklaces and other ornaments. They now have a
certain rarity value as they become harder to find but over the
years we have found many dozens of them.

We had a stroke of good fortune a few years ago when our visit
in the RIB coincided with a visit by some men in a launch who
had brought a ladder with them. As we arrived the ladder was
propped against the door to the lighthouse, 20 feet above us.
We could not resist the rather risky climb up but it was worth
it. There is of course a heavy layer of bird droppings everywhere
and the smell is intense! I don’t recall much about the lower
level which is lit only by the door space, but in the upper levels
there are still built-in shelves and cupboards and, in a stone sill
of a window that faces out to sea, a hollow had been chipped
out to create a basin. A sea view while you wash (or wash up
presumably). It was also possible for us to climb the stairs to
the top and exterior of the building where, until it was stolen
in 1972, there had been a lantern that originally contained 10
reflectors that cast an oil light that could (when they were well
maintained) be seen some 12 miles distant.

Now the grandchildren are at university and trips to the
lighthouse don’t have the same sense of adventure. The
lighthouse will remain but we will just have to come to terms
with the loss of ‘our’ lightship and the arrival of the modern
Superbuoy, that will no doubt be all things to all sailors - and
be cheaper to operate. We will still see Red Fl (3) 30s, but it
won’t be quite the same...

You can find a more detailed history of the lighthouse on the CIL
website at http://www.cil.ie/sh615x4036.html
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Peter Ronaldson, Cliff Hilliard, Evie Ronaldson, Brian McManus,
Ronan Beirne and Chris Stillman

Barbara McHenry, Evie Ronaldson and Tom Cooke

David and Grainne Fitzgerald John Banim and Ronan Beirne

Peter Killen Barry Keane Chris Stillman and Alan McGettigan

Shane McLoughlin and Sean Barnes Ed Wheeler and Tom Fitzpatrick Alan Rountree and Johnny Rooney

Send news and photographs of gatherings to: editor@irishcruisingclub.com
Irish Cruising Club Website: www.irishcruisingclub.com

Hon. Editor Noel Casey: 087 258 1805

East Coast Lunches, 2008

Picture Gallery April 2009


