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Apparently the summer of 2008 was the worst in Ireland since records
began and I’m sure that those of you who cruised in home waters this year
do not need to be reminded of this  unfortunate fact.  After early promise
in April and May the weather deteriorated into a series of depressions,
which lasted right throughout the rest of the season and certainly had an
influence on many  members’ cruises  and on events organised by the Club
in all regions.

Elsewhere the weather was as always
variable with those cruising in the more
northern waters of Scotland, Scandinavia
and the Baltic faring much better than
those closer to home while those
heading south saw a vast improvement
over the previous year.  I understand
that despite the weather – or perhaps
because of it – our hard pressed and
hard working Hon. Editor Chris Stillman
has received a fascinating collection of
logs for our Annual which we look
forward to receiving in time for
Christmas.

Our major Club event this year was the
Cruise on the Canal du Midi in the south
of France.  This represented a major
departure from anything attempted
before and was an outstanding success.
About one hundred members and friends
in seventeen hire boats meandered in
glorious warm sunshine along 150
kilometres of canal, through 62 locks
and ending up with a memorable final
party in Castelnaudary.  Many impromptu
parties developed along the way and at
times we wondered if our chosen route
was a bit ambitious- we need not have
worried however because the event was
superbly organised and managed by
John Clementson who knew exactly when
to encourage the more wayward to “crack
on”.  Our best thanks our due to John
(and to Connla Magennis who made the
initial arrangements with the hire

company) – everyone had a thoroughly
enjoyable time and we all arrived in
Castelnaudary in time for the party –
just!

By the time you read this I hope that
many of you will have considered
proposing candidates for election to
membership of the Club.  The absolute
deadline for the receipt of applications
this year is Friday 28th November.  There
has been much discussion over the years
about the age profile of the Club and
how younger people could be
encouraged to apply for membership.
We have sometimes been accused of
setting impossible standards for any
young person making his or her way in
work or in family life to attain in this
day and age.  This is simply not the case.
The most important and overriding
criteria for membership of the Club are
an enthusiasm for and a genuine
commitment to cruising combined with
an undertaking to contribute to the life
of the Club.  In considering applications
the committee takes into account the
age and circumstances of the potential
member paying due attention to the
constraints imposed by modern life.  It is
not a requirement of membership to be a
boat owner nor is it a requirement to
have crossed oceans or have cruised in
more exotic and remote parts of the
world – the enthusiasm and commitment
mentioned above can all be developed

close to home – after all we have on our
doorstep in Ireland and Scotland
challenging cruising grounds which are
the envy of the world and which cruising
sailors from all over the world cross
oceans to enjoy.  Remember that the
first objective of the Club is “to provide
a means for yachtsmen having a strong
interest in cruising under sail in Ireland
and elsewhere to associate”.

One of the encouraging developments
recently has been an increase in the
number of events both afloat and ashore
arranged in the regions.  I accept that
they place an additional burden on
regional committee members but they do
give everyone an opportunity to take
part in Club life and to be reminded of
the benefits of membership without
travelling far from home.  Such events,
particularly those afloat, also provide a
visible opportunity to prove that the
Club is alive and active and to make crew
members and guests – particularly
younger ones - aware of the Club and its
ethos.  Such events may well encourage
younger people to consider applying for
membership as their experience
develops.

Looking ahead to next season many of us
are looking forward to the Azores Rally
which is being organised jointly with the
Royal Cruising Club.  There is substantial
interest in the event from members and
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as can be seen elsewhere in the Newsletter preparations are
almost complete.  Our thanks are due to David Whitehead for
all his hard work in setting up this ambitious event and all we
need now is some reasonable weather which will enable us to
get there and back and enjoy convivial company in these
beautiful and friendly islands.  There is no doubt that the fact
that there is an organised rally to the Azores has encouraged
some members who would not otherwise have considered going
there to make the considerable effort required to take part – I
am sure their efforts will be rewarded with a memorable cruise.
For those who may not wish to go as far as the Azores it is
intended to hold an informal rally at Rathmullan on Lough
Swilly in July.  Details of this event will be available later but
it should provide an incentive and a focus for those
circumnavigating Ireland or for those just wishing to visit an
outstandingly beautiful part of our coastline

In conclusion may I take this early opportunity to wish you the
compliments of the season – I hope to see many of you at some
of our traditional Christmas functions or at the Annual Dinner
in Galway and I shall also bring your good wishes to our sister
Clubs at their seasonal gatherings.  I hope you all have a
pleasant winter planning next year’s cruising whether close to
home or further afield and that your Christmas and Boat Show
wish lists all come true.

The John Thompson Trust
Peter Ronaldson, Commodore

Many members will be aware of the Trust fund that was set up
by the late John Thompson’s family following his tragic death
during last year’s ARC.  One of the major fund raising events
organised for the Trust was a ballot for some outstanding
prizes, one of which was a fortnight in the Treasure Beach
Hotel in Barbados including return flights.  Many members of
the ICC responded to my appeal for support for the fund and
the draw took place at a Gala Lunch held in May in the
magnificent surroundings of the Belfast Harbour Commissioners
Offices.  The ballot raised over £25000 and the event was
attended by some 160 guests including HRH The Duke of
Edinburgh, who had a private meeting with the Thompson
family prior to lunch.  To ensure fairness the ballot tickets were
mixed by Prince Philip and Dame Mary Peters and the draw was
made by the transatlantic rower Debra Searle.

I am delighted to be able to tell you that the major prize of a
two week holiday in Barbados was won by ICC member Max
Nicholson and following the event I received the following
letter from John‘s widow Tina: -

“Dear Peter,  

I would like to thank you for all the effort you and Garth Corbett
applied to the Duke of Edinburgh’s visit and the subsequent
ballot that raised so much for the trust.

It was wonderful to know that someone who knew John won the
trip to Barbados and I would like to thank the whole of the Irish
Cruising Club for all their donations and efforts towards the
cause.  It has been greatly appreciated by me and my family, not
to mention the people of Barbados who are surely going to
benefit from the £100,000 that we have collected so far.

John would have been elated and overwhelmed by the generosity
of so many wonderful people and their willingness to give to a
far away place that he loved and died in.

With many, many thanks and love,

Tina Thompson”

Hon. Secretary’s Report
Grainne FitzGerald

New Members
Proposal and Cruising Experience forms, along with Guidance
Notes for Proposers, are available from myself or can be
downloaded from the Website. Completed forms, via the
Proposer, have to be submitted to the Hon. Admission Officer,
Alan Leonard, by 28th November.

AGM and Dinner 2008
The AGM will be held on Friday 6th February at the RStGYC, Dun
Laoghaire in their new “state of the art” meeting room,
followed by Dinner in the Dining Room.

Annual Dinner 2008
This year it is the turn of the West to host the Annual Dinner,
which will take place at The Galway Bay Hotel in Salthill on
Saturday 7th March. Final preparations are being made for
various activities, which will take place during the day on
Saturday.

Cruises in Company
The main event for 2009 is the Azores Rally which takes place
in late July. A detailed progress report is included in this
Newsletter, as well as the website.

We also plan to have a Home Waters Meet in Rathmullen for
all regions on 18th July. It is envisaged that this could be part
of an informal cruise, circumnavigation or even just part of a
week-end away.

Website
John Clementson continues to spend many man hours updating
and improving our website. To date we have well over 400
members who have submitted their e-mail addresses and
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subsequently have access to our website. Not only does the
website have practical information, there are also many
photographs, Members News, General Interest and “Buy & Sell”
pages. The use of e-mail address also gives us the opportunity
to organise impromptu dinners and rallies which it would not
be possible to do if we were relying on “snail mail”. I appreciate
that not everyone has access to a computer and in the case of
these impromptu gathering we will try and make sure that
everyone gets to hear about them. However I feel pretty sure
that there are still a number of members who do have access
to a computer who have not submitted an e-mail address. If

this is the case please contact either myself or John
Clementson. With regards to our Database, as you may be aware
our Handbook 2008 was taken from the Website for the first
time this year and a number of errors occurred for which we
apologise once again. We have done our best to correct these
errors and the updated database will be included in the 2008
Annual. However, I would ask you all to take a moment to
check your own details either on the web or in the Annual and
if there are still mistakes, please either correct them yourself
or contact me and I will do so.

November 2008

The Club's website www.irishcruisingclub.com continues to
expand in scope and interest. It is continuously updated and
contains information that is timely. Remember that the
Newsletter is only published in April and October. So check the
website regularly.

Recent additions to the Member’s news pages show since the
previous Newsletter:

▲ 03 Nov - An RYA NI conference on the Future of Cruising. At
RUYC, Bangor on Sat 24 Jan 09

▲ 02 Nov - 39 pictures from Eleanor Cudmore on the Canal du
Midi

▲ 19 Oct - Your are requested about the Marking of Fishing
Gear

▲ 19 Oct - Check out the ‘New Gallery’ where we are playing
with a new format for photographs. Comments?

▲ 17 Oct - There are some problems with this website. Details
here (Most have now been fixed - 19 Oct)

▲ 17 Oct - Norman Kean announces that the new S&W Sailing
Directions will be available in December. More details

▲ 15 Oct - Carlingford Marina - an unhappy personal
assessment. Read it here.

▲ 11 Oct - Red Diesel arrangements for UK and Irish waters
after 1 Nov 2008 - the facts, and some thoughts... Click
here. Do you have anything to add?

▲ 08 Oct - Eddie Nicholson's blog from the ARC is here
▲ 03 Oct - There are lots of pictures of the Canal du Midi rally

here
▲ 11 Sep - The loss of the training vessel Asgard II 
▲ 10 Sep - An article by David Maxwell on navigating the

Passe du Trouzziard off the Pte du Raz
▲ 13 Jun - An urgent WARNING about contaminated water at

Roundstone - and Kilcolgan. See here
▲ 11 Jun - Proposals for the Registration of Vessels in Ireland,

and
▲ Proposals for the creation of a Special Protection Area for

South Dublin Bay.

From the website you can access all of the old Newsletters and
an increasing number of old Annuals and AGM minutes from
1929 to 1970, - fascinating. You can order club merchandise,
including ensigns and burgees.

You can view extensive photographs of Club events, including
rallies and dinners.

Please log in and check that your details are correct.
Remember that the membership lists as published in the
Annual and Yearbook are taken from the website listing. If it
is not correct on the website, it won’t be correct elsewhere.

East Region Lunch
On April 18 the East Region had a very successful lunch,
organised by Cliff Hilliard, in the St. Stephens Green Club. Forty
indicated that they were coming, but some sixty appeared on
the day! Nonetheless all were fed albeit in two rooms. Tom
Fitzpatrick ably promoted club merchandise, while Guy Johnson
sold copies of the new East and North directions.

Guy Johnson promoting the new East and North Directions

www.irishcruisingclub.com
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Notes from the North
Peter Ronaldson, Commodore

There seems to be little difference between winter and summer
these days. Admittedly there is less daylight and it’s a few degrees
cooler now but grey skies and rain, often accompanied by strong
winds seem to have been with us for most of this year. The
weather undoubtedly had an affect on those who chose the
traditional haunts of the Scottish and Irish coasts but had little
affect on those venturing further afield - Northern members were
seen cruising in Iceland, the Faroes Scandinavia, France,
Atlantic Spain and Portugal, West Africa, Madeira, the
Canaries, the Azores, the Mediterranean and the Caribbean.

Undoubtedly one of the most ambitious and unusual cruises being
undertaken by a northern member at the moment is taking Trevor
Lusty, partner Maggie and their dog Oscar on the French Iles du
Soleil Rallye on board their Amel Super Maramu Sea Fever of
Cuan. They originally intended to do the ARC but have been
attracted by the prospect of taking part in a rally which
concentrates more on exploring interesting places and
experiencing different cultures than simply getting from A to B in
time for a Christmas party. They are the only English speaking
crew in the event but report that Oscar has been instrumental in
breaking the ice on so many occasions that he has now been
made the official rally mascot! The rally departed from Madeira
on 18th October and from the Canaries on 24th October. They are
now on their way to Dakar in Senegal (West Africa) and will then
call at the Cape Verde Islands, cross the Atlantic to Salvador in
Brazil, explore the Brazilian coast and sail 600 miles up the
Amazon before finishing the rally in the Amazon delta on April
20th next year. For those interested there is an excellent article
on the rally in the June 2008 Yachting Monthly. It all sounds
absolutely fascinating and we look forward to hearing about their
adventures as they unfold.

Ed Wheeler in Witchcraft completed his fantastic West African
circuit sailing from La Gomera to the Azores and rapidly home to
Strangford Lough via Baltimore and points east. Maurice Flowers
took White Hatter from Bangor to her new home in Calpe on the
Costa Blanca in May and June with fair winds all the way while
John and Ann Clementson took Faustina ll to Norway and among
other things took part in the Cruising Club of America’s Cruise in
Company north of Bergen. John Madden took Bagheera to

Iceland and the Faroes, at the opposite end of the North Atlantic
Andy McCarter in Gwili 3 continued his retirement trip in the sun
round Spain, Portugal and the Canaries while David and Hilary
Park in Alys, George and Lynne Ralston in Insoucience and Evie
and I in Seascape of Down all continued our sojourns in various
parts of the Mediterranean. Connla Magennis in Starfire
continued his exploration of the Galician coast and is once again
wintering in Vigo.

The combined North and East Rally at Peel in the Isle of Man
turned out to be a most enjoyable event excellently organised by
Alan Leonard. A cold, fresh northeasterly prevented some boats
from the Dublin area and Strangford getting there but at least the
sun shone throughout the weekend which helped the atmosphere
no end. Seventeen boats with about eighty people on board
attended and we were all impressed by the harbour development
in Peel which makes it a really attractive place for a rally – or for
a casual visit anytime. Access to the inner harbour through a
lifting gate is available for about two hours either side of HW
allowing vessels to lie afloat permanently and pontoons are
currently being installed which will eliminate the necessity for
rafting up against the quay walls. The rally ended with a convivial
dinner in the local Masonic Hall (actually a converted cinema!) –
another first for an ICC event.

Our Autumn rally at Strangford Sailing Club on Audley’s Roads was
another most successful event thanks to Derek White’s
organisation. Derek managed to select the only sunny Saturday of
the whole summer and more than twenty boats many with family
crews aboard took advantage of the weather and enjoyed an
outstanding steak barbeque prepared by the members of SSC.
Alan Aston’s Old Gaffers Band playing in the background
completed the atmosphere of a memorable night spent in idyllic
surroundings. Evie and I are most grateful to our friend Peter
Bullick who made his Elan 434 El Toro available to us for both
rallies in the continuing absence of Seascape of Down in sunnier
climes.

I also enjoyed a week on board Wheesht with Perry Escott and
Jack Dunlop with whom I used to share ownership of the boat.
We had to endure the only week of hot sunshine on the West
Coast of Scotland this year visiting old haunts and meeting old
friends. We ended up calling at Rathlin, Ballycastle and Glenarm
where we were surprised and delighted to meet up with Marie,
built in 1893, which of course was the first winner of the Faulkner
Cup in 1931 and has given her name to the new Club Cup
presented by Michael McKee. When you step aboard her you really
appreciate the achievements of those who took her all round the
British Isles and across to Scandinavia with very basic equipment
and no engine. We really are softies nowadays! Her present owner,
Roy Ashton, is very proud of her and keeps her in great order –
she is a real credit to him and to those who built her one hundred
and fifteen years ago.

The Northern Members Christmas Lunch will be held in RUYC on
Saturday 6th December at 1300 preceded by a meeting for
members at 1200. Members from other regions are most welcome
to attend if they are in the area. Full details will follow in due
course.

Sailing News
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Notes from the South
David Tucker, Vice Commodore

Sadly the South, like everywhere else, did not escape the ‘summer’
weather of 2008, the net result of which being that many members
just did not get the use of their boats that they had hoped for,
some not even getting their traditional August in West Cork.

Be that as it may, most are hardy souls and so far no ‘For Sale’
signs have appeared dangling from pulpits. Indeed, quite a
number ventured abroad and elsewhere in this newsletter you will
find a listing, to the best of our knowledge, of who went where.
If you’re not listed – apologies, but tell us next year.

This is a good way for members to know the trips undertaken and
also those planned – you are encouraged to fill in the information
on the website or advise your local committee.

Since our Spring Newsletter, we concluded our monthly Winter
lunches which were a success with an average of 40 and these will
start again in February. Same venue of the Carrigaline Court Hotel
on the first Wednesday of the month at 12:30 – this is for all
members and partners.

Maeve Bell; Bill Brady; John Daly

Our next outing was the by now traditional Raft Up based on
Baltimore on 9th August, with weather leaving a lot to be desired

only 5 boats turned out, of Bill Walsh, Pat Lyons, Gerry Donovan,
John Daly and Pat D’Arcy The gathering was within the harbour at
the Ilen river. However, by the evening the sun came through and
37 sat down for a pleasant evening and meal in the Islanders rest
in Sherkin, including Adrian and Maeve Bell.

The South Region Committee are wondering if this has now ‘run
its course’ in the present format and are looking at a change
maybe based on Lawrence Cove. This might also be attractive to
members from the West. More later.

The End of season Raft Up in East Ferry was also dogged by bad
weather with strong gales forecast, so a decision was taken to
abandon. The numbers who had indicated an interest in going was
very low and so, coupled with the shortening days, it was decided
to abandon it for the year. Once more the Committee are reviewing
with a change to an earlier date with a different venue for 2009.

Early November sees the next Sea Survival course and it is very
rewarding to see members from the four corners coming to do it.
I have four names for the next course, so need just eight more –
it is well worth doing and very beneficial.

On November 14th we had our Southern Members meeting in
Kinsale followed by Dinner and a presentation by Kevin Dwyer on
the photographing and by Norman Kean on the compilation of the
12th edition of the South and West Sailing Directions, described
elsewhere. This will be a totally revised Directions, in the format
of the new East and North, and is surely a Christmas stocking filler
– it will be available before Christmas.

The 2009 year concludes with our Annual Christmas Dinner in
Royal Cork Yacht Club on the 12th December at which we will be
delighted to see all members and their partners.

Finally, I know that many members are regular visitors to the Club
website and I encourage everybody to log on and see the vast
amount of information about your Club which is now available –
even old Annuals and Minutes of old meetings – fascinating.

Enjoy your winter planning for next season – the weather can
only improve!
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Name Boat Cruised 2008
Bohane Liam Ocean Sapphire West Cork
Bryans Paul Odysseus Isles of Scilly + Brittany
Coleman Michael Stella Maris Baltic
Cross Dan Yoshi West Cork
Crowley Peter Sparetime Cardiff & West Coast
Cudmore Brian & Ann Ann Again Baltic & St Petersburg
Cudmore Richard Toirse Galicia
Cudmore Peter Oneiro West Cork
Curtain Andrew Pilgrim Soul Baltic
Curtin Len Chain Greece
Daly John Wave Dancer South Brittany & Scillies
Donovan Gerry L'Avenir West Cork + Tallin
Dorgan Patrick Verdi 111 Scotland
Godkin John Godot Brittany
Hayes Colin Saoirse South Brittany & Galicia
Hegarty Neil Shelduck Galicia
Hyde Stephen Lady A Dingle & Cowes
Kavanagh Liam Voyageuse Menorca
Kean Norman Xanadu Cork + Kerry coasts
Kenefick Neil Imagine Corfu + Ionian

Name Boat Cruised 2008
Kenworthy Marilyn Flica Brittany
Long Flor Miss Demena Spain
Lovett Dermod Lonehort North Coast Spain
Lovett Ray Belladonna Galicia
Lyons Jim Rezy French Canals
Lyons Pat Stardancer Brittany
McAuliffe Phillip Scotland
McCarthy Francis Atlantic Islander Sardinia
McGlade Paddy Sabrone Scillies & Brittany
Musgrave Stuart Tillygreig Brittany
Nicholson David & Eddi Mollihawk's Shadow Baltic to Canaries & ARC
O'Brien James Imagine West Coast
Prendeville Neil Mary P ARC & Trinidad
Rohan John Volare South Brittany & Galicia
Stokes Adrian Dom Perignon Ibiza & Formentera
Stokes Mandy Clipper Galicia
Tucker David Intrigue Portugal
Tyrrell Aidan Portugal
Walsh Edna & Bill North Spain + West Cork
Woodward Joe & Mary Moshulu 111 Galicia

Southern members activities Summer 2008:
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Notes from the East Coast     
John Bourke 

East Region’s link up with the Northern Region in the Isle of
Man in May was greatly enjoyed. Unfortunately some of those
trying to attend from the Dublin area had strong headwinds
and did not get there. 

The Commodore’s Party Peel IOM

There are some photos of the event in the ICC website, showing
that a good time was had by all in Peel Harbour. The trend
towards cruises in company continued, with a RStGYC rally on
the south coast of England in which 12 yachts participated
including four ICC members’ yachts. Concerto (Brian Craig),
Misty (Trevor Wood), Voyager (Brian MacManus) and
Muscadet (Ivan Sutton). Brian McManus reports that they
visited Falmouth, then the Helford River and hooked onto
visitor buoys there, to be immediately hailed by Shane
O’Loughlin(ICC) who organised dinner at the Port Navas Yacht
Club. Onwards to Fowey, then Plymouth and on 23rd June, set
sail for Salcombe Their final destination was Dartmouth on the
24th, including a tour of Dartmouth Naval College which
despite its onerous security requirements is a must see item.

Former Commodore Cormac McHenry is enjoying his new found
freedom in his aptly named Island Life, which he sailed from
Rota, Bay of Cadiz, to Lagos, Portugal, for tender loving care
in the yard there, hull polishing, teak cleaning, etc. Then down
to Porto Santo and on to Madeira. He was delayed there by
weather, eventually on to the Canaries starting with Graciosa,
on to Lanzarote, to Gran Canaria and to San Sebastian on La
Gomera, where she is berthed for the winter with Gwili3,
(Andy McCarter). All of these voyages were singlehanded!

An interesting aspect to the season was the number of
extensive cruises undertaken by our members, not necessarily
in terms of vast ocean crossings but rather of the number of
ports and places visited. Paul Butler’s cruised in Muglins, over
nearly two months sailing from Dun Laoghaire to the
Northwest Spain, down the coast of Portugal and on to the
Spainish Mediterranean, visiting some 35 ports and coveringa
distance of 1741 miles

Sean MacCormack in Marie Claire II came back from the Med.

taking the classic route through France, via the Rhone and
Saone Rivers, a number of canals involving a total of 192 locks,
and on to the river Seine and Paris for some days. They then
sailed across the north of France, to Cornwall and the Scillies en
route to Howth, taking four and a half months in all.

Not quite as long but in the same vein, C’est Formidable (Paul
Clandillon) left Malta and over a few weeks visited 18 ports in
Sicily, Sardinia, Italy and France, covering 847NM before
returning to Malta.

Cliff Hilliard did something similar, but in sections He started
with a trip on the Canal du Midi, then crewed for part of
Wolfhound’s (Alan McGettigan) voyage, then cruised with Ron
and Richard Cudmore on Toirse in NW Spain and finally sailed
on a chartered yacht in Turkey; a splendid variety.

Which brings me to Wolfhound, which Alan McGettigan, aided
by 27 friends, sailed from Gibraltar to the Balearics, on to
Sardinia, down to Tunisia and finally to Malta over a period of
11 weeks. I was fortunate to be with him on passage from
Menorca to Sardinia, when he opened a pristine admiralty
chart from the ICC library housed in the Royal Irish Yacht Club.
To my amazement it appeared to have been last used by Peter
Guinness in 1956 and he must then have given it to the library.
His track was still there in neat and seamanlike pencil. It gave
us an exciting sense of history in reliving his voyage, some 52
years later. Well done Alan and Peter.

I take the opportunity to digress and remind members that the
ICC library is still there and still yours and available, downstairs
in the Royal Irish Yacht Club in Dun Laoghaire. Please use it,
books and charts alike, and also the facility kindly made
available to us to lunch or dine in the Club. Just ring and book.

Bill and Hilary Keatinge did not put sail on Rafiki after her
many years of voyaging, but did sail otherwise in Africa and the
South of France. David and Grainne Fitzgerald joined Chris
Currie in Ajay for a fortnight in Scotland while Trevor Woods
and Michael Knatchbull also went north in Misty following the
George Cruise in Company, and later joined Brendan Bradley in
Afar VI in Spain.

Tom Fitzpatrick cruised from La Rochelle to Bayona in a new
Dufour 50 following which, seeking contrast and overall
balance; he did a Round Ireland in a First 36.7, blasting round
in 4.5 days. Later Tom may tell us which was better.

The East Region raft-up and barbecue took place on Saturday
23 August with a raft-up off of Howth and dinner in Malahide

My own newest experience was a circumnavigation of Lamu Island
in Kenya with brother Michael and a local boatman in a small
dhow; very exciting; very hot. In the absence of others we have
claimed a record! Later I joined Wolfhound in Sardinia and
Corsica and later in the year, Margaret and I joined Terry Johnson
on Nyabo, to assist in his further exploration of the south Turkish
coast. In between I took Hobo Six to Calves Week in West Cork,
with an unsatisfactory experience in Dunmore East.

After the usual pleasant night in Kilmore Quay, we decided to



        

put in to Dunmore East, which had always provided such a
delightful stopover in earlier decades. I had heard that yachts
might find a greater welcome than has recently been spoken of.
It was a glorious sunny Sunday and the fine reconstructed
harbour was largely empty. We enquired from Waterford Sailing
Club and on advice tied comfortably on to some workboats in
the SW corner. The Club could not have been more welcoming
and we lunched on their balcony while watching all kinds of
weekend sailing activity in the cove on the other side of the
Club from the harbour and off the Club moorings. Later
however, other workboats came in around us. We came to no
harm and slept well, but were left in no doubt but that we were
not really welcome and that the Club in advising us, could
hardly have been aware of the true situation. We left it at that
and departed early. What a pity in one of the most lovely places
on Ireland’s coastline. There does now appear to be room for a
substantial visitor pontoon without disturbance to anyone, and
all would hopefully benefit from it. Here’s hoping and our
fullest thanks to WSC for their kindness.

Brian Smullen reports that Cuilaun in August as usual did the
Wooden Boat race in Eggamoggin Reach where sadly after an
extremely good start managed to foul another boat and had to
retire. However nothing daunted they then made a very foggy
passage to Nantucket for the Opera House Cup which was
sailed in a good breeze and was happy to finish 5th in class
and because our sails were not Dacron and therefore termed as
“Space Age” by the powers that be, we were thrown in with
modern boats. Nevertheless it was a great day in which 60
boats started and 45 finished. Some of the all time greats were
there Eleanora, Ticonderoga, Dorade, - 6 of the America's cup
12 meter's and amazingly the cup was won by a Dragon of
1950's vintage. After this we cruised over to Edgartown on
Martha's Vinyard which used to be a nice quiet anchorage but
since the sand bar at the far end of the lagoon was breeched
in a storm, a 6 knot tide rages through it twice a day which
makes berthing a somewhat hazardous operation!!!! From here
we cruised to Newport to enjoy the pleasures of the New York
Yacht Club's Harbor Court and avail of their moorings. The
Classic boat regatta in which we had planned to race turned
out to be a damp squib with no wind whatever and racing was
abandoned that day. Due to pressure of time we had to leave
the next day and of course that was a terrific sailing day and I
hear they had a wonderful race. We had a great reach up
Buzzards Bay and got to the Cape Cod Canal just as the tide
turned in our favour, however when we got to the far end of
the canal the wind headed and we had an uncomfortable beat
during the night with lots of dramatic lightening flashes and
torrential downpours of rain. Nonetheless we made it across the
Gulf of Maine with only one tack and arrived back at our base
in Camden on the following evening tired and wet but very
pleased with ourselves.

Cuilaun is now in bed in Camden and is not going gallivanting
around the Caribbean this year as she has become a dignified
old lady and needs her rest!

Notes from the West
David Whitehead

As might have been anticipated a call for reports of cruising
activity by western members has been honoured largely in the
breach. Given that the “summer” of 2008 has to have been one
of the more unenticing ones for raising enthusiasm for cruising to
the pitch of actual activity, the dearth of accounts for the
newsletter came not as a great surprise. At the end of summer
time, when the clock was put back, in Galway the reaction of most
of us was “good riddance”.

Nevertheless the hardy Fergus Quinlan took Pylades around
Ireland – Fergus’s sixth circumnavigation. I am sure he would be
the first to admit that was not actually the original plan but
–hey! - a cruise is a cruise isn’t it.

Aodhan Fitzgerald was clearly not cruising when he won the
Round Ireland race with a Galway crew in a chartered boat - but
it was another circumnavigation , and a fast and tough one at
that. Well done Aodhan!

Michael Craughwell has ranged far afield aboard “The
Orchestra”. He fitted out in Marmaris in Turkey, sailed around
the coast of western Anatolia and up the Dardanelles and
Bosphorus to Istanbul, looked into the Black Sea and then
sailed the length of the Mediterranean and down to the
Canaries. From there he completed in the 2007 ARC and spent
the winter cruising in the Caribbean and finally laid up in
Antigua.

Michael is off to Antigua early next month when he plans to head
for the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico the Dominican Republic and
Cuba then make his way to the Turks and Caicos, Bermuda
Azores and arriving in La Rochelle in late April. He hopes to
make it to Galway for the Volvo Ocean Race and then he will
backtrack to the Azores to join the ICC rally on his way to join
the Blue Water Rally World Cruise 2009 which starts in Gibraltar
in October. Whew!

Donal Morrissy had an eventful summer aboard Rebound which
he had laid up in Sada (Galicia). After extensive cruising around
the Biscay shore he headed back towards Ireland where, just
north of Belle Isle, Rebound spoke to Asgard II on the evening
of the day she sank – Rebound must have been the last Irish boat
to see her. Rebound arrived back in Galway where she will also
be preparing for the Azores Rally which Donal hopes to join.

Brendan Travers spent all of May and first half of June in Kinsale
living on Seoidin in the KYC Marina and building a new deck and
wheelhouse on a friend's fishing boat. Very satisfying, but as it
turned out he missed out on the best cruising weather of the
Summer. He spent two weeks waiting, in vain, in Kilmore Quay for
conditions to run down to the Scilly Isles or over to Wales but
eventually went West for six weeks for a mix of sailing and
walking around West Cork. Brendan says he was happy enough
with the season as it turned out. Brendan says he is seriously
thinking about relocating to South of France for a few years!

Sailing News – All Regions
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The Galway Lotophagi made their annual pilgrimage to the
Greek Islands in the spring – as usual candid reports of their
activities are suppressed and we must await revelations from
Peter Fernie.

Your scribe had a fabulous sail with Ed. Wheeler aboard
Witchcraft of Howth; making a passage from Ponta Delgada
to Baltimore in the fast time of eight days and seven hours.
Witchcraft called in to Courtmasherry – where we were
wonderfully entertained by Norman and Geraldine Kean, Helvick
and Howth on her way home to Strangford Lough.

Michael Brogan has completely refitted MacDuach – which
came out this year as a Ketch, just in time for Crinniu na mBád
in Kinvara (organized by Michael). Those who subscribe to
Classic Boat will already be aware that the September and
October issues are devoted to the Irish scene. MacDuach and
Joyster met up in Inis Oirr in September, where we found an
uneasy berth alongside the pier. Pylades was also seen.

A number of ICC members including Western Members Jarlath
Cunane and Gary MacMahon were centrally involved in the
production of the superb new book Traditional Boats of
Ireland – History, Folklore and Construction) (ISBN -
13:9781905172399)– every member should have a copy of this
standard setting volume.

Western Members should mark in their diaries that the Western
Region Christmas lunch will be held in Limerick on Friday 5th
December. Frank Larkin will advise details nearer the date.

Western Members who were cruising this “summer” are
reminded of the request that they send in a Fleet Movements
Report as described in the Spring Newsletter.

Eleanor and Brian Cudmore in
St. Petersburg
Eleanor Cudmore

I hope that members reading our log of Ann Again’s recent
visit to St. Petersburg this summer will not be put off by our
reserved description of the bureaucracy we encountered. I
share this e-mail just received from the OCC Port Officer,
Vladimir Ivanskiv our contact and now friend there. He was
invaluable help to us and very embarrassed by the situation. He
could not himself understand or get an explanation for the
unprecedented change in regulations.

St.Petersburg is a truly spectacular city to visit. No matter how
many books you read or pictures you see you cannot be
prepared for the immensity and grandeur of this magnificent
city on water…but there are easier ways to get there!

Dear Eleanor and Brian,

I do hope the rest of your trip to the Baltic Sea was not as
stressful as that to St.Petersburg.

Soon after you left we received an official reaction from the
Moscow authorities which changed the regulations concerning

foreign yachts back to normal. You appeared to be the most
unlucky of this year visitors to St.Petersburg.

Although I could not change the situation myself I still feel sorry
for all your troubles. After having seen the real situation at the
Ferry terminal I discussed the matter with the Baltic Section of
the Cruising Association and we put the info on the CA website.
I also wrote some articles for the local sailing magazine
describing the situation. Step by step we seemed to have
convinced the local authorities to change the attitude towards
water tourism so there is some hope that the next season will be
more successful.

Now as the sailing season is well behind I can seat quietly in my
home office looking through the photos taken during the passed
sailing season.

It is pretty cold in St.Petersburg at the moment, we are
expecting our first snow some time in the first half of November.

How is life in your part of the world?

With regards to you both, Sally and Fr. Riordan,

Vladimir

South and West Coast Sailing
Directions
Norman Kean

The 12th edition South and West Coasts Sailing Directions was
sent to printers in October. The new book has 170 aerial
photographs (60 new), 210 sea level photographs and 152
plans (50 new and the rest clarified and improved). For
comparison, the 11th edition had 135 aerials, 7 sea level and
130 plans. However, since the layout and design have been
optimised to reduce the bulk of the book, it is 320 pages in
length versus 312 for the previous edition and 344 for the
10th. The aim has also been to have (as far as possible) plan,
photographs and text for each place on the same or facing
pages. The general style is very similar to the recent E&N
directions.

The text has been brought up to date in respect of navigational
aids, facilities and shoreside amenities. Where some of the old
traditional transits were no longer clear (or were never good)
and where GPS is now manifestly the pilotage technique of
choice and the safest option, we have provided safe clearing
latitudes and/or longitudes instead, and waypoints, candidly
labelled as such, have been provided for many harbours.
However we have also maintained the policy of encouraging
cruising sailors, while making prudent use of the latest
technology, to continue to look where they are going and relate
to their surroundings. Many of the good transits have been
photographed. However because of the limited time available
for the revision, and the prevailing velocity and humidity of the
atmosphere this "summer", it was a bit of a challenge, to say
the least, and we have few sea level photographs on the west
coast north of Tralee. Vital contributions were gratefully
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received from a number of members, notably Paddy Barry and
Jarlath Cunnane.

There are relatively few major changes around the coast.
Harbour works are in progress at Inishmore and Inishmaan in
the Aran Islands, there are new pontoons at Galway and Sligo,
and a 200-berth marina is going in at Knightstown, Valentia.
Mayo CC continues to establish buoys and beacons with great
enthusiasm, and the Irish Lights are starting to make some real
progress in getting local navaids brought up to scratch. A new
opening bridge (with no overhead cables) is being built across
Achill Sound.

Kevin Dwyer was blessed with sunshine for a flight up the west
coast in August, and his new photographs are stunning.

The book should be on the shelves by the first week in
December, in time for Christmas. We are expecting further
competition in the form of the "South of Ireland Cruising
Companion" from Wiley Nautical, advertised as coming out in
January (see www.amazon.co.uk). I was asked in 2007 to write
this book, but declined. The author is Bob Wilcox, who is based
in England - I met him by coincidence, in Castletownbere this
summer. This is his first book. Kilmore Quay to Kilrush, not
comprehensive, much tourist-guide content but an impressive
book just the same. Print run of 6000 copies which will last
long enough to see it well out of date - maybe 10 years.
Nevertheless it is bound to take some of our market. Ed and I
have been discussing some marketing strategies to deal with
the threat, and we are confident that we can retain our
leadership position.

Azores Rally Update
David Whitehead, Rear Commodore

It is intended that this joint Rally with the Royal Cruising Club
will be organized on a minimalist basis and that participants
should not expect the “Full Monty” type of Rally that the ICC
have run in recent years with many organised events and thus
a tight timetable for attending yachts to meet. We have planned
the Rally to entice members to commit to the long passages
involved in visiting the Azores as those of us who have made
this effort have found the Azores experience most rewarding.

We have received 17 expressions of interest by ICC members
and understand that RCC have received a similar number of
expressions of interest and so we certainly have enough
participants to commit to the Rally.

There will thus be only two shore side events, an RCC kick off
in Ponta Delgada and an ICC closing event in Angra do
Heroismo at the end of the Rally.

The RCC functions will take place in San Miguel on 17th and
18th July. Their plans are as follows

Friday 17th July, Drinks party of the quayside.

Saturday 18th July 10:30, Two coaches (50 people each) leave
the marina with English speaking guides for a trip to the

volcano at Furnas. After the return to marina there will be
another 20min coach ride to Santa Barbara on the north coast
to the 'White Horse' restaurant. A night of good, plentiful
eating and drinking from a fixed price menu - each table paying
for extra wine is planned.

We have confirmed with Azores Marina organisation that they
will hold 30 -35 berths for us at Ponta Delgada for 3 nights
17/18/19th July 2009. There is a new marina here with 400
berths just to the west of the old marina, sharing official
offices/ fuel berth with the old marina.

Ed Wheeler spent a few days in Santa Maria and following his
experience, we plan to have a raft-up at anchor in Bahia San
Lourenco on the afternoon of 21st July. We have asked owners
of the larger yachts to volunteer to be host boats which will
involve them being center boat of a raft (of 4/5 yachts) and to
carry wine and ice from Ponta Delgada to the event. This is
intended to be highly informal and completely DIY.

30-35 berths will be held for us at the Marina of Vila de Porto
in Santa Maria where 230 berths and now complete for the
night of 21st July and the fall back in case of unsuitable
conditions in Bahia san Lourenco is to have the party aboard
the yachts in the Marina.

At the Marina of Angra do Heroismo on Terciera, 30-35 berths
will be held for us for the nights of 28/29th July and the ICC
party will take place in Angra on the night of 29th July.

The final arrangements for this are still in hand, but there will
be a cocktail party followed by a fixed price dinner with each
table paying for its own wine. This will be either at the Marina
Restaurant and bar or at the Pousada in the town. There will be
no organised events between 21st and 29th July so
participants will be able to visit other locations in the Azores
at their own discretion.

We are organizing a Rally Logo, and Flag, a plaque for each
yacht attending and the Rally design will be supplied to Jimmy
Markey who will produce (a limited range of) rally polo shirts
on request.

There should be sufficient time for a yacht visit some other
islands in the Central group or get out to Flores and/or Corvo
and return to the Central group in time for the closing party. At
this stage it looks like there will be a fee of €100 - 150 per
boat and an amount per person to cover the costs of the events
(probably in the same order of magnitude). Boats will of course
pay their own berthing fees at the marinas.

The current rates for berthing in the Azores marinas are:-

LOA10-12m €9.69/day 

LOA12-15m €14.68/day 

LOA15-18m €20.31/day

Shore power and water are available and included in the berth
price. Multihulls are charged at a 50% higher daily rate.

Fuel is available at Ponta Delgada and Angra do Heroismo.
Other services such as towing, laundry, showers, ironing,
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Internet access etc are available at reasonable charges. There
are excellent supermarkets (Modelo/Pingo Doce) within easy
taxi reach of the marinas in San Miguel at Parque Atlantico and
also in Tercieira in Angra do Heroismo. Mobile phone
networks are excellent throughout the Islands and car rental
facilities are also available.

This is now a 'last and final call' for expressions of interest, but
we recognize that there is bound to be a last minute
participant or two, and a probably a couple of withdrawals.

We wait till well into the New Year before sending out the
booking forms and they will be available also on the website.
Firm prices for everything will not be available until April. An
email reminder will be sent to everyone who has expressed
interest, detailing any changes to the timetable. Developments

will be available as always on the website.

A meeting of participating ICC skippers will be held at the time
of the Annual Dinner in Galway in March 7th 2009, when the
final plans, prices and arrangements will be mostly available.

As regards passage planning, Ed Wheeler and I returned from
Ponta Delgada in June 2008 in Witchcraft (35 ft LOA) to
Baltimore in 8.5 days with a normal mixture of weather and
following winds. In 2005 Joyster (35 ft LOA ) took 11 days
from Ponta Delgada to La Coruna mostly with headwinds and
with 36 hours hove to in heavy weather. Participants in boats
in the 35-40 ft LOA range should probably allow at least 10
days for the passage out to San Miguel and a similar period for
return from Terciera to Ireland.

Sailing News

Picture Gallery

Canal du MidiPicture Gallery

At the foot of the fight of seven locks near Beziers Mandy Stokes with John Clementson

The canal bridges were beautifully designed Sue Gibson, Bill Brady and Marilyn Kenworthy
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Picture Gallery

Canal du MidiPicture Gallery

Bill Brady, Brian Cudmore and Derek White How many will this boat take 'til it sinks…?

John Clapham takes the strain John Clementson on the bridge watches the fleet go thro’

David and Marie Whitehead at La Cite, Carcassonne Ronnie Barr drives the ladies and John Clapham over the
aquaduct near Beziers
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Naeroyfjord Tom Fitzpatrick sells ICC merchandise

Jennifer Guinness & Ann Clementson at Josterdalsbreen

Faustina II in Bergen Vagen with the Bryggen in the
background

Send news and photographs of gatherings to: editor@irishcruisingclub.com
Irish Cruising Club Website: www.irishcruisingclub.com

Hon. Editor Noel Casey: 087 258 1805

November 2008

Faustina II in Norway

Ann Woulfe-Flanagan shows ICC brooch

Susan and Peter Gray

East Coast Lunch April 2008


