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A Note from The Commodore

Peter Ronaldson

As I write these Notes I am deeply conscious of the responsibility you have placed
on me as Commodore of one of the best known and most respected Cruising
organisations on the planet. The Club has attained this position thanks to the hard
work and dedication of my predecessors each of whom made their distinctive
contribution to the development of the Club and its reputation — none more so than
my immediate predecessor Cormac McHenry who spent eighteen successive years as
a Club Officer - thirteen as Honorary Secretary, one as Rear Commodore, one as Vice

Commodore and three as Commodore and
who ensured that I inherited a Club in
sound health. I can only say thank you
to him and that I, supported and
assisted of course by Evie, will do my
very best to uphold the standards and
reputation of the Club during my time in
office. In my first year I may not be able
to sail to each of the regions but I can
assure you that Evie and I will attend as
many events throughout the Island as
we can.

I was only just in office when the Annual
Dinner weeke nd was upon us and what a
wonderful  occasion it was. The
omganisation by CLff Hilliard and his team
from the East together with a superb
venwe and the presence of our guests
including Sir Robin Knox-Johnston, who
received the Club’s Fastnet Award
combingl to provide a happy and
enjoyable atmosphere. The Dinner also
provided an opportunity to introduce two
new Club publications to members -
Hilary Keatinge's wonderful History of the
Club from 1979 to 2004 and the
outstanding new edition of the East and
North Coast Sailing Directions, edited - or
mo re accurately completely rewritten - by
Norman Kean. To me these two books
e ncompass the very essence of the Club -
recording the diverse and enjoyable
activitis of its equally diverse
membership and providing information
which enables those who cruise on our
coasts to do so safely and securely. Our
best thanks are due to all involved in the
preparation and publication of these fine
volumes.

Apart from our cruise
on the Canal du Midi
in September there
will be no
“international” Club
events this year. We
are saving  our
energies for the
Azores next year! |
There will of course
be many locally
o rganised events
both  afloat and
ashore during the
year and each of the
regional Flag Officers and Committee
members are working hard to ensure that
an enjoyable time is had by all - full
details appear elsewhere in the
newsletter. Keep in contact with the Club
through your local Flag Officer and let
them know what you think of Club events
- good or bad - it is only through good
communication to and from the Officers
that we will end up running events that
you really want.

Seascape of Down will be spending
another year in the Med and will be
cruising from her base in Alicante Marina,
Spain. If any members are in Alicante
when we happen to be there we'd love to
see you and share the delights of a very
Spanish city with you. Otherwise if you
see “Seascape” anywhere around the
Balearics give us a call and we can get
together for nooners, sundowners or a
bite afloat or ashore - we'd love to meet
other members out there.

Sir Robin Knox Johnson receives
the Fastnet Trophy from the Commodore

Finally may I wish everyone in the Club
fair winds for the coming season -
whether you are crossing oceans,
exploring the creeks and headlands of the
coast close to home sailing to high
latitudes or sailing in the sun, whether
you sail from marina to marina and from
restaurant to restaurant, or whether you
crave a quiet and remote anchorage with
only the company of the local wildlife and
the smell of cooking from your own galley
you are all part of the great cruising
community and we all look forward to
reading and hearing about your voyages
great and small in the Annual at
Christmas. Remember that a good and
enjoyable cruise can take place anywhere
so long as it is undertaken by people who
love and appreciate the life of cruising
(mostly) under sail. Good Cruising in
2008.
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Sailing News

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
held on Friday 8th February 2008 at

THE NATIONAL YACHT CLUB, DUN LAOGHAIRE
Present: Cormac McHenry, Commodore

David Tucker, Vice Commodore

David Whitehead, Rear Commodore

Connla Magennis, Rear Commodore

Ron Cudmore, Hon Secretary

Tom Fitzpatrick, Acting Hon Treasurer

Committee: Peter Ronaldson, John Clementson, Alan Leonard,
James Nixon, Derek White, Eleanor Cudmore, Dan Cross, John
Daly, Grainne FitzGerald, Clifford Hilliard and Brian Kenny.

A total of 99 members attended. There were 70 apologies.

The Commodore opened the meeting by asking the Hon.
Secretary to read the list of apologies, followed by the minutes
of the Annual General Meeting held on 23rd February 2007.
These were then approved by the meeting and signed by the
Commodore.

The Hon. Secretary read out the names of 12 members
deceased since the last AGM. They were:

Tom C(lifford, Alastair Eves, Brian Hegarty, Heather King, Jim
Macken, James Mulhern, Jeremiah O0'Sullivan, Ralph Spence,
Andrew Stott, Pat Tisdall, Declan Tyrrell, Michael Whelan.

At the request of the Commodore, members stood in silence in
tribute to those who have died.

At the request of the Commodore, the Hon. Secretary then read
out the list of new members elected in January. They are:

Ricky Butler, Patrick DArcy, Patrick Dorgan, Hugh Gibson,
Michael Horgan, Stephen Hyde, Val Moran, Michael Park, Ivan
Sutton.

The Commodore next asked the Acting Hon. Treasurer to report
on the Club’s accounts. The Hon. Treasurer said that total
receipts were approximately €35,000 with the deficit at just
under €19,000. This was due to the high cost of Printing and
Postage, the ICC History Book and the Website. Total net
assets of the Club were just short of €216,000.

Total receipts for ICC Publications Ltd. Were €48,000 with a
deficit of €3000. Direct costs were €42,000 and indirect costs
were €9,000.

The Commodore thanked the Acting Hon. Treasurer for an
excellent presentation and asked the meeting to adopt the
accounts. The meeting unanimously adopted the accounts on
the proposal of Brendan Bradley and seconding by James
Nixon

The meeting then moved to the election of the Officers and
Committee.

In accordance with Rule 9, the following officers were
proposed by Cormac McHenry and seconded by Ron Cudmore,
and all were duly elected:

e

Commodore: Peter Ronaldson (North) 1st Year
Vice-Commodore: David Tucker (South) 2nd Year
Rear-Commodore: Clifford Hilliard (East) 1st Year
Rear Commodore: Brian Kenny (West) 1st Year
Hon. Secretary: Grainne FitzGerald 1st Year

Hon Treasurer: Tom Fitzpatrick 1st Year

|

In accordance with Rule 11, the following members were
proposed and seconded for the committee by Cormac McHenry
and Ron Cudmore respectively.

North

John Clementson (3rd Year), Alan Leonard (4th Year), Connla
Magennis (5nd Year), Derek White (5th Year)

South

Bill Brady (1st Year), Eleanor Cudmore (5th Year), Dan Cross
(4th Year), John Daly (3rd Year)

East

Bernard Corbally (1st Year), Peter Courtney (1st Year), Joe
Phelan (3rd Year)

West
David Whitehead (5rd Year)

Amendments to the Club Rules.
James Nixon presented the amendments.

(1) That the first sentence of Rule 4 (v) be amended by
substituting “The flag of past Commodores shall be the Club
burgee in the form of a broad pennant with swallowtail with a
broad white vertical stripe upon the hoist the width of which
stripe shall be equal to one sixth of the length of the fly.”

(2)That the second sentence of Rule 17 (ii) be amended by
substituting the word “report on” for the word “certify”.

The amendments were unanimously accepted.

On the proposal of Cormac McHenry and seconding of Tom
Fitzpatrick, Roche 0’Callaghan & Co. was duly reappointed as
Accountant by the meeting.

AOB:

Michael McKee considered, that with the increasing number of
yachts over 40 and 50 feet, owners of the smaller yachts
should be actively encouraged to submit logs. This was
unanimously agreed.

The Outgoing Commodore then took the floor to thank the
seven Commodores, Flags and Committee members with whom
he has served over the past 18 years on the Committee. He
went on to thank the following for their assistance over the
past year:

- His wife Barbara, who is a rock of sense, and who took
numerous phone calls while he wandered over the seas and
tried to keep him on the straight and narrow.



- Ron Cudmore for his contribution as Hon. Secretary, and who
tried to keep him on the straight and narrow.

- John Clementson for the enormous amount of work he has
put into the Website. He went on to encourage members to
show that it was worthwhile work by using it.

- Chris Stillman for his work on he Annual, which is regarded
as the best by far of those produced by our sister clubs.

- Tom Fitzpatrick, who replaced Myles Kirby as Hon Treasurer
when he had to stand down abruptly for personal reasons.
During his short period in office he has already initiated many
changes.

- Norman Kean as Hon. Editor of the Sailing Directions and the
big changes he has made to the new edition of the N & E
Sailing Directions which are on their way to the printers.

- Hilary Keatinge for all the work she has put into the new
book, which should be ready for the Annual Dinner.

He went on to say that he feels he in handing over the Club
in excellent condition and that we have made the transition
into the 21st century well, demonstrated by use of latest

techniques by Chris Stillman, Norman Kean and John
Clementson.

He is now handing over with full confidence to Peter
Ronaldson. The future of the club is in a safe pair of hands. He
then presented the new Commodore with the Commodore’s pin
and a Commodore’s burgee.

The in-coming Commodore then addressed the meeting:

He has been a member for 41 years and was proud to be
nominated as Commodore. Together with Evie, he is looking
forward to his time as Commodore and he will do his best to
uphold the standards of the Club. He felt his feet were not
large enough and he will have trouble filling Cormac’s shoes.

He said that Cormac McHenry had been on the Committee for
18 years, 13 as Hon Secretary, two as a Flag Officer and three
as Commodore and it will be hard to follow him. He wished
Cormac many good years of sailing on Island Life.

The Commodore thanked Brendan O'Callaghan who is standing
down as Hon Subscriptions Treasurer and said we would be
looking for someone to replace him. As there was no further
business, the Commodore brought the meeting to a close.

Azores 2009, Joint
Meet with RCC

We are now calling for expressions of
interest and any people ( ICC Member or
RCC and ICC Member based in Ireland)
who are contemplating attending this
Meet should email David Whitehead in
line with the form on page 9. A final
entry form (requiring payment of the
boat booking fee) will be included
either in the Autumn newsletter or with
the Annual. So far we have had serious
indications of interest from 20 yachts
(13 RCC and 7 ICC) which is enough to
make the rally a viable proposition. At
this stage we feel 30 boats is probably
the maximum number we can handle.

The dates have been agreed with RCC
and the meet will take place between
18th and 29th July 2009.

The yachts will leave from UK and
Ireland (and Spain and Portugal where
some members of both clubs keep their
boats) and will arrive in Ponta Delgada
in time for the Royal Cruising Club Party
on Saturday 18th July. A second Marina
has now been opened in Ponta Delgada
with over 400 berths. Boats will have a
day or two in Ponta Delgada to
complete maintenance, re-provision and
execute crew changes. There are air
services into and out of Ponta Delgada
as SATA - the Azores airline- flies to
Ponta Delgada from Dublin, London,
Porto, Lisbon and Faro and also has an
extensive inter island service with
another major hub in Terciera. SATA

also flies to the Azores from Boston,
Toronto and Montreal

The yachts will meet up again at in Vila
do Porto on the island of Santa Maria
located about 50 miles south east of
Ponta Delgada. A new Marina with 110
berths is being developed here and will
be usable in 2009 although shore side
facilities will probably not be fully
completed. There will be a very
informal gathering on the afternoon
and evening of 215t July with drinks,
canapés and tapas and perhaps a
barbecue. This will be organized by the
participating yachts and we are not at
this stage planning to arrange any third
party catering.

The Fleet will then disperse so that
yachts can visit other locations in the
Azores according to their own plans over
the next week. The yachts will gather
together again at Angra de Heroismo
Marina in Terciera for the final Irish
Cruising Club party  which will take
place on 29th July. We have arranged
to book the Terrace Bar and Restaurant
of the Marina for this event. All the
events will be casual - no jackets and
ties will be required!

Terciera is in the central group of the
Azores and has good air connections
through the airport at Lajes. After the
event at Angra the fleet will disperse
and vachts will then follow their own
plans.

The organisers have made contact with
Carla Silva Cooke who is responsible for
International Relations and Promotions

of the Marinas in The Azores. Carla has
advised that she will hold berths for us (
25 -30 berths for yachts 10-15m) at
Ponta Delgada, Vila do Porto and Angra
do Heroismo marinas for our events.
She is also arranging the booking of the
facilities at the Marina in Angra de
Heroismo for the ICC closing party.

RCC and ICC organizers will visit to
finalise arrangements later this year and
Mike Gill of RCC who is visiting the
Azores this summer has kindly agreed to
report back on the state of facilities as
he finds them (things do not always
proceed as advertised in the Azores !).

It is proposed to award a
commemorative plaque and Rally flag
to each attending yacht and a prize will
be presented for the yacht making the
longest or most interesting voyage to
attend the Meet. We will also arrange for
tee shirts and polo shirts to be available
for purchase by participants and crew
name badges with the Meet Logo will be
supplied to participants.

A budget has not yet been finalized but
there will be a fee for each boat ( most
likely in the range £ 100 / € 150) and a
fee per crew member in the same region
to pay for the organization, catered
events and memorabilia. Boats will have
to pay their own marina charges but we
will try to agree a block booking charge
which should attract a discount and a
might make for simpler check out
procedure when leaving each marina.

A further update will be provided in the
Autumn Newsletter.
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Hot Buttered Rum

Dan Cross

“For those (and they seem to be more numerous than they
ought to be) who do not know about hot buttered rum, here is
how to make this first-rate stuff. There is a technique, as in all
things, which must be rigidly adhered to for full and satisfying
results. First the rum must be hot, piping hot, and kept hot.
You cannot heat it indefinitely on a stove or the goodness will
go. Nor can you warm up your glass by adding hot water, for
then it loses its essential strength. You must therefore have a
bain-marie, which is a boiling hot water bath, in which to keep
your rum immersed. To the rum add butter- do not skimp it- the
size of an egg for half a pint, and stir vigorously. As your glass
cools, the butter will solidify, which detracts form its full value,
so keep it hot and drink it quickly. There is nothing in my
experience to touch this drink for exhaustion or cold. And as a
soporific- well, you may keep all your barbiturates and patent
pills. It is strictly a harbour drink, and its use at sea should be
confined to occasions when an extra physical effort is required
from an exhausted crew for the safety of the ship, and should
be issued sparingly and under supervision”,

I came across the above in a book called Sea Peace, written by
Lord Stanley of Alderley. He served this up to four Belgian
visitors while in Ostend. He was cruising in 1939 on board his
31 ton ketch Our Boy. He had several boats, this one he sailed
for one year just before war broke out, she was damaged
beyond repair. I presume he bought a new bain-marie!

Fleet Movements Record
David Whitehead

All candidates for membership of the ICC said, in their
application for membership, that they would write logs of their
cruises for the Annual. As we are all aware this is honoured
more in the breach than in the fulfillment and a perusal of our
Annuals over a decade or so will quickly reveal that some 90%

of the content of the
Annual is submitted
by 10% of the
membership - even
taking into account
the Dunn'’s Ditties.

The editor of the
Annual has assured

FLEET MOVEMENTS RECORD

Help needed with Sailing Directions
- wannabe Hydrographers, apply
below

Norman Kean, Sailing Directions Editor

There are fewer than 800 copies left of the 2006 edition of the
South & West Coasts Sailing Directions. This is good news
because it reflects the fact that over 2000 copies have sold in
two years and all those people now have the latest available
information on the coast. It's also very gratifying and it proves
that pilot books aren't going out of fashion at all. However it
also means that another new edition will have to be prepared
in time for the Christmas rush.

We had originally hoped to have three seasons to do a really
thorough re-survey of the whole coast. That became two, and
now it's only one. So we're putting out a call for help. Real,
serious, go-out-there-and-look help. What-a-terrific-idea-for-a-
cruise help. We need people to get in their boats and go and
live up to the statement on the title pages: “Compiled by the
Members of the Irish Cruising Club”,

The areas with the biggest gaps are Donegal, Mayo, Sligo and
Galway. But since Cork and Kerry have much the heaviest
traffic, that’s where we'll be concentrating with Xanadu this
summer. In general, the coast from Carnsore Point to Cape Clear
is well and comprehensively up-to-date already, but good sea-
level digital photographs of transit lines, dangers and harbour
entrances everywhere are most welcome. The Shannon estuary
and the coast of County Clare need to be looked at as well, but
Connemara has immense scope for exploration. If the East and
North coasts could turn up 30 new harbours and anchorages,
imagine how many are hiding out there on the west.

If this sounds like a good idea to you, give us a call on 023
46891 or contact sailxanadu@gmail.com and tell us when and
where you'd like to go exploring.

Actual cruise and areas
VISItEd. e,

the committee that
to date no log
submitted to him has
failed to be
published. However it
1s clear that there is a
lot of cruising being
carrid out by
members that is not
reported or recorded
and members are
strongly urged to
submit logs their logs
for publication.

Some members may feel that their cruises are too modest to
merit a log but they should not let the fact that a cruise is
neither trans oceanic or heroic deter them from sending in a log
- in this context also an initiative is in hand to provide
encouragement for skippers of smaller yachts to submit logs of
their cruises ( however modest).

In addition, so as to allow members to demonstrate that they
are active we are instituting a very simple proceedure to record
the basic facts of members cruising activity which can be
submitted whether or not a log is sent in (and it should not be
seen as a reason not to submit a log or a Dunns Ditty).

At the end of the season the Fleet Movements Form ( specimen
below) will appear in the Autumn Newsletter. Members can fill
it in and send it to the Editor, Annual who will publish them in
a section in the Annual and thus provide a fuller record of
cruising by ICC Members.

This way we hope many more people will be able to show they
are active members of the club without overburdening the
Annual and it will also add to the resource of information on
cruising areas accessible to the club and members. For example
it would allow the Compiler of the Sailing Directions to identify
people who may have up to date knowledge of harbours and
anchorages or for members to contact people who have recently
visited places of interest to them.

Members are kindly requested to support this initiative.



Cautionary Tales of Bureaucracy

ComReg relocates and loses data

Your call sign and MMSI number - are they really available to
the Coast Guard?

Based on the personal experiences, you might like to check
that the data on your licence is correct and readily available
to the Coast Guard.

The background: In Q2.2007 I contacted ComReg, the then
authority for Marine Radio Affairs to request early issue of the
licence renewal as the boat was departing for warmer climes.
There were inordinate delays and eventually it was admitted
that they had ‘lost’ all my data. Having then sent copies to
them, it was admitted that they had assigned my call sign to
a trawler and my MMSI to another yacht !!

I was told that they updated their database by deleting the
data and re-building from the new information coming in with
the renewal applications as this was the most accurate method
I

Agreement was reached that I would accept a new (easier to
remember) call sign - also easier to re-programme my EPIRB
(for which they paid) rather that all the ‘kit" the trawler would
carry. Iretained my MMSI. A new licence was issued in June
2007.

Checking with Valentia in August 2007, I was surprised that
the new/revised data was not on the database that they were
using.

I am told that in Q3/Q4.2007 the responsibility for Marine
Radio Affairs was transferred to the Dept of Transport.

In March 2008, I again checked with the Coast Guard asking
them to put in my call sign and MMSI and to tell me what they
had. It appears that they are working off 2 databases - the
MMSI/ITU and an EPIRB one. You can imagine my surprise as
to the findings -

* My old (pre June 2007) call sign was assigned to the
trawler.
* My new (post June 2007) call sign did not appear on

any database being used by the Coast Guard.

A New Club Award, the “Marie” Trophy

Peter Ronaldson, Commodore

David Tucker, Vice-commodore

* My MMSI number was correctly assigned to me

* My old (pre June 2007) EPIRB call signal was still
assigned to me.

* My new EPIRB call sign was not listed.

On contacting ComReg, I was told that I should contact the
Department of Transport. The Dept of Transport initially
directed me to the Coast Guard, who in turn gave me name
and contact back in the Maritime Radio Affairs Unit,
Department of Transport, 5th Floor, Leeson Lane. Dublin 2. 01
6782366, 087 2419815.

They have confirmed in writing that my data is all on their
database, and that “Steps are presently being taken to ensure
that this data is made available to the Irish coast guard”

When the question was posed as to how the Coast Guard could
direct rescue services as to what they were looking for when
databases were apparently inconsistent, it was suggested
that the databases could be perused as the rescue services
were enroute to the position. I suggest an inadequate
solution. It was made clear to me that bureaucratic politics
are at work.

I am aware that Tom McSweeney of RTE Seascapes is going to
look into this, but would suggest that you might care to check
before you sail off into the bright blue yonder.

Marine Insurance

We all know that invariably one of the terms of our Marine
policies is that the name of the boat must also be on the
tender. To me, this makes little sense insofar as a quick
perusal of tenders tied up ashore immediately identifies those
boats that are almost certainly unoccupied.

I have taken this up with my insurers and they have agreed
that I can put my registered number on the tender instead.
Possibly, a call sign or sail number may also suffice.

Worth thinking about and/or talking to your insurer.

Club History

Ed Wheeler, Chairman,

Those of you who were present at the AGM will have heard Michael McKee's
comments about the fine quality of our Annual and outstanding cruises
described in it by members. He also commented that as boat size and
sophistication

increased and more leisure time became available fewer members with
smaller boats and maybe less time submitted logs because they felt they
had little chance of winning a trophy. Members with smaller boats will be
glad to hear that

Michael has followed up his words with action and has generously donated
a new trophy to the Club specifically to be awarded for the best log of a
cruise carried out in a sailing yacht up to thirty feet overall.

The new award will be called the “Marie” Trophy after the boat which was
the first winner of the Faulkner Cup in 1931 and which Michael owned and
sailed with enthusiasm for a time in the sixties. The trophy will be
awarded for the first time this year so I hope as many members as possible
who make cruises which wouldqualify for it will take a renewed interest in
writing a log and submitting it for this years Annual. The Club is most
grateful to Michael for this most thoughtful and appropriate gesture.

Irish Cruising Club Publications

The Club history from its’ 50th anniversary in
1979 to its’ 75tN in 2004 has been written by
Hilary Keatinge, Members who attended the
annual dinner in March received a copy, and most
have also been distributed
manually in the North, South
and West regions, but not yet,
(April 2008) distributed to
members in the East region.

The book is free of charge to
members and to skippers who
attencd the 75th
Anniversary cruise in 2004.
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Notes from the North

Peter Ronaldson, Commodore

Cruising seems to becoming an all the year round sport nowadays
with relatively easy access available to places like the Caribbean
and the Canaries. Many Northern members have enjoyed cruising
in warm waters over the past few months but pride of place must
go to Ed Wheeler who has taken Witchcraft on a fantastic trip to
West Africa before sailing back to La Gomera for the rest of the
winter. John Clementson was lucky to be aboard for some of the
trip and we look forward to reading about their exploits in the
Annual. Witchcraft is now moored alongside Andy McCarter's Gwili
3 which is also wintering in La Gomera prior to continuing her
retirement voyage in the sun. Maurice and Margaret Butler and
Patrick and Mary Knatchbull were among those who savoured the
delights of the BVIs although not always with typical Caribbean
weather. At the other end of the World Connla and Geraldine
Magennis took the opportunity to visit Antarctica before it melts!

Looking forward to this season we have decided to revive the
Spring shore based meeting. This is a great opportunity for
members to gather and have a bit of crack before the season afloat
starts and was held in RUYC, Bangor, on 10th April. The joint
North and East Coast rally to Peel in the Isle of Man at the end of
May is attracting a lot of interest from both regions and we are
hoping, weather permitting, to build on the success of last year's
event in Gigha. Those wishing to attend should return their
details to Alan Leonard as soon as possible. The meeting in RUYC
will also consider organising an autumn rally if there is demand for
one.

Information about forthcoming cruises is hard to come by but I
can report that John and Ann Clementson are taking Faustina Il
to Norway where they will be joining the CCA Cruise in Company
north of Bergen. Maurice Flowers is planning to take White Hatter
to the Mediterranean at the end of May and I believe that Trevor
Lusty is planning to take part in the ARC in his new Amel Super
Maramu Sea Fever of Cuan. The west coast of Scotland, the south
west of Ireland and Brittany will as usual attract most northern
members who will all be hoping for better weather than last year
and looking even further ahead there will be a strong northern
presence on the Canal du Midi cruise in September with half of the
sixteen boats booked so far being skippered by northern members.
Next year’s cruise to the Azores is also attracting more than its fair
of interest by northerners.

The tendency for new boats in the fleet to be bigger and more
sophisticated than their predecessors is as much present here as
in other regions. Trevor Lusty has replaced his Malo 38 with a 53
foot Amel Super Maramu while Sam Moore has bought a Hallberg-
Rassy 46 in Holland, replacing his Najad 44 after one boatless year.
No doubt news of other new additions to the fleet will emerge from
the woodwork as the season unfolds and we look forward to seeing
them at Club events.

Unfortunately I must finish on a sad note by mentioning the
passing of Russell O'Neill, one of the longest serving members of
the Club from the North who joined in 1964 at the age of twenty
one. Russell died on the day after his sixty fifth birthday having
fought a long fight against cancer with astonishing bravery and
good humour. He was a larger than life character, with a huge
circle of friends who enjoyed his sense of fun and likeable
mischievousness both afloat and ashore. He was an outstanding
seaman and was intensely proud of his membership of the Irish
Cruising Club which he supported loyally throughout his long
membership. Those of us who were at his Service of Thanksgiving
will never forget the tributes paid to him by his lifelong friends Ed
Wheeler and Walter Love - and neither will the Rector who
conducted the Service in a totally sensitive and appropriate
manner.

N e,
Notes from the South

David Tucker, Vice-commodore

And so we have arrived at the Spring Newsletter and are (or at
least, should be) into the completion of the winter's work on the
boat and pressing the yard to get it back into the water.
Particularly with the additional hour - you can see how late I am
in getting this written .....

Since the last Club Newsletter, the Southern Members have been
involved (and immersed - see later) in a variety of mainly shore
based activities.

The first activity post the November Newsletter was the partaking
by 12 hardy souls in the Sea Survival Course at the Maritime
College. This was hugely successful and satisfying and most
importantly gave all the experience (which we hope will never be
needed in ‘anger’) of leaving ones vessel, launching the liferaft
and taking to it. All passed with flying colours.

The one common consensus of all participants was that everybody
who “go down to the sea in small boats” should undertake it.

Better than trying to ‘work it out’ on a dirty night on a lee shore
1

We had a very well attended meeting of Southern Members (43)
in November availing of the Royal Cork YC facilities. The meeting
was followed by an excellent dinner and chat. December saw a very
very enjoyable Annual Christmas Dinner, this time in Kinsale YC
where 67 participated. We were pleased that outgoing Commodore
Cormac McHenry and Barbara were able to join us. For a change
from the traditional Christmas fare, the chef proposed a 7 course
tasting menu which seemed to work well.

January was a quiet month as navels etc were contemplated,
however, February kicked of quickly with the first of our three
(February, March, April) lunches. Our inaugural one saw 29
partaking, followed by 37 members in March, and here is a
picture from the April lunch

I

Bill Brady, Peter Cudmore, Chris Bruen, Ray Lovett, Kevin
Dwyer, Jill Cross

These appear to create a nice forum to meet and chat and I
believe that we will run them again in 2009.

And thus to sailing. Many plans appear to be afoot, not just to
our traditional, and Club founding, ground of West Cork but also
to points much much farther afield both north and south.

As a Club we will meet again in early August in Baltimore for our
rally, and we sincerely hope that members from other regions will
make a point of joining us for the lunch time Raft up and/or a
social evening meal. Our last planned function will be an end-of-
season Raft up in East Ferry in October which should be
adequately protected even if there are the equinoctial gales.

Safe sailing-and fair winds to all.



Notes from the East

John P Bourke

A few weeks ago I atended a Cruising Meeting at the Royal St
George YC in Dunlaoghaire. At the meeting no less than three
potential cruises in company were proposed, the first this year to
the South of England, the second to the Carribean in early 2009
and the third to the Baltic in June 2009. The Club, RSGYC, has
organised similar cruises from time to time in the past, but the
emergence of an annual program is fairly recent. This is replicated
in many other clubs. With so many more cruising boats now afloat
and comparatively few places to visit on the East Coast, this trend
must be good. It allows sailors with less offshore experience to go
to sea and to learn with greater confidence and in greater safety.
Desk courses, sailing books and round the buoys racing though all
good in themselves, cannot substitute for time at sea. For the old
salts as well, an extra social option is thereby added.

The meeting was well attended and many ICC members, including
Brian McManus and Michael Buckley on Voyager, Robert Fowler on
Cadenza, Trevor Wood and Michael Knatchbull on Misty, Brian
Craig on Concerto, Sean Barnes on Cu Two and Peter Courtney on
Jaberwock .

Our own ICC East Coast get together will link up with the Northern
Region in Peel, Isle of Man from the 24th to the 26th of May.
Moving further south, Brendan Bradley and Ivor Cherry will bring
Afar to Brittany and the North of Spain where they will overwinter,
in prime position to sail to the Azores for the ICC rally in 2009.
Going in the opposite direction is Pure Magic and those more
recent high latitude adventurers, Peter Killen and Joe Phelan.
Having been to the Antarctic in 2006 Peter in his own words, took
it easy in 2007 but now intends to complete the ultimate up and
down voyage by sailing to Spitzbergen or equivalent. We must all
hope that he will again share his experiences this coming winter,
as his visual images and commentary are as good as it gets.
Already in the Mediterranean, Terry Johnson will continue to
explore the Turkish coastline on Nyabo. Margaret and I look
forward to being on board again in September. Cliff Hilliard is
contemplating a charter there in or about the same time. If others
do the same, another meet of the ICC Med. Chapter could happen.
In the meantime Ann Woulfe Flanagan and Bernard Corbally’s
Boewulf is laid up in Preveza whence she will sail south from the
Ionian to the Peleponese. Alan McGettigan’s Wolfhound is lying in
Gibralter and she will enter the Med. this year aiming to finish the
season in Malta. Michael Horgan and I are among the campaign
crews. Nigel Lindsay-Fynn beautiful new Eleanda will also sail to
the Med. from the South of England, aiming at the big annual
regatta at St Tropez.

Recently in Turkey Michael O'Flaherty and Brian Smullen’s new
motor yacht was launched. After sea trials she will be shipped to
America to complete her fit-out, subsequently going north to
Camden, Maine. All being well she will then serve as mother ship
to Cuilaun for the Opera House Cup in Nantucket and the Classic
Boat Regatta in Newport RI.

Bill and Hilary Keatinge having in Dutch waters, are
contemplating the sale of their much traveled Rafiki. Hilary
certainly deserves a short respite after an extensive cruising
decade added to the labours which have produced the updated
Club history.

There has been some talk recently of the interest and fun to be had
in smaller boats on shorter expeditions as opposed to the great
ocean voyages now being undertaken by so many of our members.
I particularly enjoyed reading about and discussing with Dave
Whitehead, his gunk-holing experiences in and around Galway last
year in Foam. Barbara Watson, who now lives in Florida also sailed
with Terry Johnson on Nyabo last year when she participated in
the CCA's Autumn cruise in Turkey. In 2008 she tells me that by
contrast she intends to “small boat potter” down the Florida Keys.
No doubt we will be reading about it in the Annual.

Notes from the West

David Whitehead

Attempts to hold a Western Region Christmas event in Galway
foundered on the rocks of apathy but Frank Larkin organized a very
enjoyable and well attended lunch for members in the Shannon
area at the Clarion Hotel in Limerick on 7th December. The Guests
of Honour were Roger Bourke - the club’s senior member (joined
1940 )- and Ger O'Rourke, the first Irish winner of the RORC
Fastnet Trophy as the owner of the overall winner of the Fastnet
race 2007. Our thanks to Frank for setting up this memorable
occasion.

Rear Commodore West Brian Kenny has provided an update on the
marina at Knightstown -Valentia. The access jetty is complete and
ready for the access gantry to the floating breakwaters. These are
not yet on site. They will form the outer “walls” of the
development and also the entrance breakwater off the South West
corner.

The Valentia Lifeboat which presently uses a swinging mooring,
400 metres offshore will move to the marina, which will reduce
emergency the response time. The Ferry from Renard point on the
mainland to Knightstown will also use the new marina. Its existing
slipway is within the new development. There is a possibility of
additional berths.

There is also News from Kilrush marina. An extension to the marina
here is entering the planning stages but hard news is unlikely to
be available for at least twelve months.

In Galway a 25 berth Marina has been developed within the Dun
Aengus Dock - which is accessible for two hours before HW Galway
until HW. There are 5 visitor pontoons which can accommodate
vessels up to 20M LOA at a daily charge of Eur 1.50/ m. The marina
is set to be open in April.

Michael Craughwell continues his cruise, departing Puerto Colon in
Teneriffe on 1 December 2008 Orchestra made a passage of 15 ?
days to Barbados with a crew of five. The weather on route was
generally fine with the usual squally showers. Family members
joined for Christmas and New Year and since then Orchestra has
continued cruising calling at Martinque, Tortola, Joost van Dyke,
Virgin Gorda, St John, St.Thomas, St. Martin, Antigua and Barbuda.
They are currently in English Harbour.

Michael now intends cruising the Islands of Guadeloupe, The
Saintes ,Marie Galante and Dominica before returning to Jolly
Harbour in Antigua where they will sit out hurricane season.

After launching at Vigo in mid May, Peter and Moira Haden aboard
Papageno, plan to cruise the Rias Baixas, Galicia, until September
with several friends. During June the company will be Flor Long
and Sandy Hyland aboard Miss Demena. In July they will be joined
by RCC Commodore Anthony and Monique Browne, on Quiver and
Alan and Angela Rountree in Tallulah. August will bring OCC
Commodore Martin and Vivien Thomas,in their beautiful 8 Metre CR
Charm of Rhu.

Gary Mac Mahon and Justin McDonagh, with some Limerick friends,
are regrouping for a week-long spring cruise. It is over ten years
since this cruising cohort sailed together usually messing about
among the west coast islands of Ireland and Scotland. They now
plan to take the newly built schooner Amelia from Caligari on a
cruise along Sardinia’s west coast. Gary joined the schooner last
year for her maiden voyage from Falmouth to Lisbon and was quick
accept her owners’ generous offer to rejoin in 200808.

Amelia, designed by Ed Burnett, is a big ( 78 ft), custom built,
cruising schooner, combining the lines of apres-war “gentleman’s
yacht” with the comfort, space and equipment of a modern yacht.
It looks like the Limerick lads have combined the elements that
should make for an interesting spring cruise.
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Nine new members were elected in

January 2008, and they were asked to

provide a brief account of their activities and a
photo.

They are: Ricky Butler, Patrick D'Arcy, Patrick Dorgan,
Hugh Gibson, Michael Horgan, Stephen Hyde, Val
Moran, Michael Park, Ivan Sutton

Patrick Dorgan

Patrik Dorgan has been
sailing his early teens, in
dinghies, on the original
Asgard before she fell to
pieces, and later on various
cruiser  racers,  until,
exhausted by the demands
of his crew on an X-332, he
saw sense, and went i’
cruising. He has cruised
extensively in his Hallberg Rassy 42F, from the Baltic to the
Canaries, transatlantic with the ARC, in the Carribean, to
Cuba, (ICC Annual 2007) the U.S.A., and back home again.
Such racing as he is still allowed is done on Elsie an 1896 Fife

designed Cork Habour 0.D.

Michael Horgan
Michael started sailing in
the 1960’s, crewing on a
friend's Water Wag. Since
then he has owned and
sailed competitively a 420
dinghy, two Flying Fifteens
and a Ron Holland
Shamrock. A past Chairman
of ISORA, he sailed the
Shamrock in offshore Irish
Sea and Round Ireland
races and cruised the south and southwest coasts.

In recent years he has cruised areas as diverse as West Coast
USA, Baltic Sea circumnavigation, Gota canal to Gothenberg,
Brittany, ICC Basque Rally 2006, Atlantic Spain and Portugal
and most recently, Lisbon to Gibraltar. Michael is a part
owner, with Alan McGettigan, of Wolfhound a Ron Holland
Swan 43 presently berthed in Gibraltar.

Stephen Hyde

I was very nearly born on a (1905) 30 foot Gunther Sloop,
timber yacht called Bunty, which still gives me a keen
interest in anything timber that floats. Bob Geldof’s father
sailed on this yacht with my father John Hyde in the good old

days in Crosshaven. In 1963 my father bought another timber
yacht called Cruachan - an 1896 Loch Fyne Skiff, 26 foot
long and weighing 8 tons, which. I still have this yacht and
she is in very good condition.

I had a very keen interest in racing with J24’s, 1720’s, G.K.
24's and a host of others in-between and we still race
Cruachan in classic boat regattas. My first real cruise was
with my father and others on Cruachan to West Cork,
Glengarrif and Parknasilla Hotel in Sneem in 1969 - an ICC.
cruise in company. Since then I have cruised with my wife
Aileen in such places as, Tahiti (French Polynesian Islands),
Greece, Croatia, the Caribbean and , of course, all around
Ireland, Scotland, England, the Channel Islands and North
Coast of France.

Val Moran

I Had a Hobie Cat in
Australia in the 70's .When
I arrived in Cork in 1979 I
co owned a Rival 32 for a
number of years before
buying my present boat a
Sattwa-Jeanneau 40 DS
I've sailed in Scotland
,Scillies., England, France,
Sweden and Spain.

Michael Park

I have cruised extensively with my family during my teens and
my twenties to Norway, Scotland, Northern France and
Northern Spain aboard my father’s yachts Cruiskeen and Alys.
Also, I did a notable passages on Tor with the late Barry
Bramwell from Croatia back to Strangford Lough .

I have not been able to cruise so much in recent years,due to
domestic considerations, but owned and raced three GP14s
over this period. Last March I bought a Beneteau Oceanis 40
and did a twelve-day cruise to the Hebrides in July.

Ivan Sutton

Ivan Sutton lives in Kilmore Quay, Wexford and has a
Seastream 34 ketch, based in Kilmore Quay, which he
and Mary extensively cruise in Ireland, southern England
and France. Typically he is away continuously for 6 or 7
weeks usually from early June. lvan is a well known
marine artist and presently Commodore of K.Q.B.C,
which has no premises, but ICC members are welcome
to visit him at “The Lodge”, Kilmore Quay, when the flag
is flying!

Ricky Butler, Patrick D’Arcy and Hugh Gibson did
not provide profiles.



" ARC 2007 - Tragic accident

Paul Bryans

Paul Bryans was navigator on AVOCET, John Thompson ‘s
Oyster 41, for the 2007 ARC. Twelve days out when almost
1,000 miles from the nearest land on a northerly route and
far from most other competitors, John fell in the cockpit
suffering severe head injuries.

AVOCET was running with only the mainsail up and two reefs,
in 25 knots. The waves/swell were about 3 or 4 metres but
from various angles so the boat was being thrown about
rather unpredictably. John was sitting on the port cockpit
coaming with his feet on the seats and lost his footing when
AVOCET rolled to starboard on a large wave. He fell very
heavily into the cockpit and face down over the main sheet
and into the cockpit seat side and/or base of the main
starboard genoa winch. He grabbed the main sheet, which
had gone slack as the boom came back almost to the centre
line (the preventer appears to have failed), and rolled over
onto his back under the sheet. The sail then filled and the
sheet snapped taught pulling his head backwards onto the
self tailer of the same winch. He was unconscious and
obviously very seriously injured.

A Mayday call to MRCC Falmouth provided medical advice and
MRCC Fort de France (Martinique) located a cruise ship,
Costa Mediterranea, with two doctors, some 300 miles away,
which diverted and picked up John, and his son Dan, at
dawn the next

morning. This was a very difficult and dangerous along-side
manoeuvre as, by then, it was blowing 30 knots and too
rough for a RIB to be used for the transfer. John was landed
in Barbados two days later and taken to the main hospital
for the Eastern Caribbean, which has a neurosurgeon and full
facilities. Sadly by that time his condition proved inoperable
and he died four days later.

In a separate incident Jarlet Cunnan’s Northabout assisted a
French yacht in difficulties.

East and North Sailing Directions

The new 11th edition of the
East and North Coast Sailing
Directions, by Norman Kean,

have just been published.
Members may purchase
them from regional

stockholding members (see
back of yearbook for details)

priced €30 or £20, depending
on location, plus postage if

necessary.

Norman Kean [editor]
presenting a copy of the new
edition of the East and North
Sailing directions to Capt.
Harry McClenahan on board the
Irish Lights vessel Granuaile.

The book features 90 of Kevin
Dwyer's  stunning  aerial
photographs, 30 of which are
previously unpublished, and

160 sea-level photographs to
illustrate transits, harbour
entrances and dangers. The
plans (now 96 in number) have
been redesigned, redrawn and
clarified, many with new survey
information. The text has been
substantially rewritten. One
hundred and sixty-one ports,
harbours and anchorages are
described, 30 of them for the
first time, most notably
including the port of Newry,
now back in action after 34
years. The design and layout
of the book have been
crafted with the aim of
having plans, photographs
and text for each place on
the same or facing pages,
for ease of use on board.

“#% Irish Cruising Club

Communicating
with you by Email

A majority of ICC members now
access to the Internet - and
have email addressees.

The officers of the Club,
especially in your own Region,
are keen to keep you fully
informed of club’s activities and
it is increasingly obvious that
the most effective and cost-free
way of doing this is to send you
an email.

Accordingly if you have an email
address (preferably, but not
necessarily, your own), where
you can be contacted and have
not yet put the address on the
club’s website database, then

please do it soon. Alternatively
you can let your Region’s officer
know the details and he will
arrange for the email address to
be added to the database for
you. Name of Skipper
Please help us to keep you
informed.

Presenly (April 2008) three
members have boats for sale
listed and there are other items
of interest in the member’s area
of the website:
www.irishcruisingclub.com.

You can update your profile to
incluk your
including call sign, MMSI
number and even upload a
photograph of it!

Name of Boat ...........
Boat LOA .................
Likely Number of crew attending at:-
Ponta Delgada ..........
Vila de Porto ............
Angra de Heroismo ....
I am/ am not ( strike out as applicable) prepared to
act as a host yacht at Vila de Porto

Contact details tel. .....

yacht details, faX.._ .........................

If you are contemplating the Azores meet in 2009, please
email the information below to David Whitehead

Please supply the following information to David
Whitehead ( email david@glebekinvara.com)

if you are considering participating in the Meet:-
I am Definitely/ Probably/Possibly ( cross out
inapplicable) intending to participate.
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Personal Survival Course
— aka. Sea Survival Course

David Tucker, Vice-commodore

As will be read elsewhere, 12 members participated in this
Course last November. The considered opinion of all those
who participated on the day was that they wouldn’t have
missed it and that all of us who sail should ‘do’ it. This is
also the view of participants who have taken the same
course but in different groups to whom I have spoken.
And so, the Club will organise another course for sometime
in November 2008, provided that we can ‘field” the requisite
number of 12 persons - the liferaft size they use. So far, I
have 4 on my list.

The course is an all day one - start 08:30 and finish about
18:00. It consists of a morning covering the theory aspects
followed by an afternoon of the practical aspects. The latter
includes donning a lifejacket; donning and using an
immersion suit/dry suit; entering the water safely;
swimming while wearing a lifejacket; righting and entering
an inverted liferaft; operating survival craft equipment and
location devices; etc

The course is approved by the Marine Safety Directorate of
the Dept. of Transport. And, you get a certificate at the end.

I hope that the foregoing sparks an interest and look
forward to hearing from you so that I can fill the numbers
and book the course.

I need to do this before the end of May, so go for it.

Green Diesel
Victory

Norman Kean

I have just received some
excellent news in a letter from
Brian Cowen's office. The diesel
issue is to be addressed in the
Finance Bill, and we can go
right on using green diesel in
this jurisdiction after the
November 2008 deadline, with
the obligation to account for
our own purchases each year
and pay the extra tax (at a rate
of 32.069 cents per litre) direct
to the Government by March 1
of the following year. This
common-sense decision should
be welcomed with a great sigh
of relief all round.

There is a slight sting in the
tail, in so far as that the
decision is described as a
“temporary measure to address
the problem of availability of
auto-diesel at filling points for
boats”. If white diesel becomes
widely available on quaysides

(not

likely) or if we don’t play fair
and pay our dues (more
likely?), “the issue will need to
be revisited.”

I dont know how much
influene we had over the
decisim, but the rationale
behind it is said to be the
availability issue, which was
the main argument we made,
and it sort of sounds like they
took us quite seriously. I think
we must now encourage Club
members, all readers of the
Sailing Directions, and leisure
sailors in general, to be
completely honest on this
score. We are being trusted to
pay the tax due, and if we don't
pay it, we may lose what is (by
a Government Department’s
standards) a pretty remarkable
concession Not many taxes
operate on the honesty-baox
principle. If we lose that,
cruising Ireland will be
extremely difficult.

Calendar of Events

2008

14th November

South Region Members Meeting +

Dinner - Kinsale YC

2nd April South Region Lunch - Carrigaline
Court Hotel
10th April North Region Members meeting & 12th December South Region Christmas Dinner -
Dinner including partners - Royal Royal Cork YC
Ulster YC 12th December East Region Christmas Lunch - Howth
18th April East Region Lunch - St Stephen’s Ye
Green Club 2009

24th - 26th May Combined North and East regions 9th January

rally to the Isle of Man

Election Committee Meeting and
Dinner including partners - Howth YC

9th August South region Raft-Up - West Cork 6th February Committee Meeting - Royal St George
22nd - 29th Sept  Canal du Midi rally \C
4th October South region, End-of-Season Raft Up 6th February AGM and Dinner - Royal St George YC
- East Ferry 6th March Spring Committee Meeting - Galway
18th October Autumn Committee Meeting - Royal Bay Hotel
Ulster YC 7th March Annual Dinner in Galway Bay Hotel

Azores Meet with RCC
Revised: 20/03/08

North Region Lunch - Royal Ulster YC 19th -29th July




Chris Stillman

Annual: Call for logs,

Members intending to submit logs for publication
should get their material to Chris Stillman before 15th
October next. Full details of the procedure is in the
Annual. Fair winds.

Joe and Mary Woodward receiving the Waterford Cup
from Barbara McHenry

Joe and Mary Woodward, in MOSHULU III again are
going to Gallitia from June to September. Joe will
be delighted to meet members there. Joe’s Spanish
Mobile is 0034 637239744
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Joe FitzGerald, Michael McKee, Jennifer Guinness Nigel and Heleen Lindsay-Fynn and Barbara McHenry with the
Perry Greer Bowl

Peter Ronaldson and Cormac MCHenry with Past commodores Barbara McHenry, Jarlath Cunnane, Paddy Barry and Cormac
burgee McHenry

Grainne FitzGerald Wallace Clark, Di Gleadhill and Jack Wolfe

Send news and photographs of gatherings to: editer@irishoruisingclub.com
Irish Cruising Club Website: www.irishcruisingclub.com
Hon. Editor Noel Casey: 087 258 1805



