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A Note from The Commodore

Cormac P. McHenry

Another season over, a season during which the weather did not behave
as confidently forecast. Some did well, particularly those who cruised up
to the north of Scotland, the Hebrides and the Northern Isles. Those of us

who were further south fared badly and many crew changes had to be
arranged to cope with the not very cooperative weather. I look forward to
reading about your varied experiences in our Annual, which Hon. Editor
Chris Stillman reports to be well under way with a fine selection of logs,

in time for the usual distribution before Christmas.

The decision to hold a function on the Canal du Midi next
autumn was confirmed at our recent committee meeting
following a very positive recommendation from the team who
spent a week exploring it in September/October. Because of the
limited availability of boats and the size of the mooring places
in various locations it will be a more informal function than the
rallies which we have held on the Shannon. A deposit is being
paid on ten boats so as to obtain the early booking discount
and these will be available to members on a first come basis.
The Canal is ideal for a relaxed cruise, it is well served by
airports and cars can easily be hired by those who would like
extra time either before or after the actual cruise week. I and
all the committee members who explored it thoroughly enjoyed
the canal, the restaurants along it and the variety of wines
available at, by Irish standards, very low prices.Hopefully, there
will still be time after you receive this Newsletter to send in
proposals for new members, before the immovable deadline of
30th November. In considering applications the committee will
be looking for a cruising record which shows that the applicant
is a committed cruising person within the limits of his or her
age and family status.

The size of boat owned or the range of the cruises is not on its
own a deciding factor and I would stress that boat ownership
is not necessary.

At the AGM on 8th February next, I will have completed my
term as Commodore so this is my last note to you. I have
thoroughly enjoyed my time in office and in particular the
opportunity it presented to meet so many of you in the four
regions. I feel our club continues to go from strength to
strength and that we have continued the transition into the
twenty first century with all its technologies in a positive
manner.

I thank you all for your support and encouragement and look
forward to maintaining the friendships I made during my many
years as an officer of the Club.

Hon. Secretary’s Report
Ron Cudmore

New Members:

For 2008, the Club will accept up to twelve new members.
Application forms are available from me, your Flag Officer or on
the Club’s website. Completed application forms have to be
submitted to the Hon. Admissions Officer, Alan Leonard, by 30th
November. The election meeting will be held on the 5th January.
Please note the importance of discussing your candidate with
your Flag Officer before submitting the application.

AGM and Annual Dinner 2008:
The AGM will be held on Friday the 8th February at the National
Yacht Club, Dunlaoghaire.

Annual Dinner 2008:
The Annual Dinner will be on the 8th March at the Marriott
Druid’s Glen in Wicklow.

Database:

The Club’s database is now on the Club’s website,
www.irishcruisingclub.com, thanks to Trojan work by John
Clementson. Please check that the information on you is
correct, as the data had to be inputted manually. If there
are errors or changes, you can input them yourself or else
send me the changes/corrections. As well as your personal
details, please update your information with your MMSI
number, if you have a recent VHF radio with the digital
selective call facility (DSC) and your radio call-sign also.

As I shall have completed five years as Honorary Secretary at the
time of the next AGM, I shall be stepping down from the
Committee at that time. Grainne FitzGerald has volunteered to
take over the role and will go forward for election at the AGM.
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ICC and the America’s Cup

Peter Ronaldson

It would be difficult to imagine a branch of sailing more
divorced from the ideals and ethos of the Irish Cruising Club
than the high tech, professional and commercial world of
America’s Cup racing! What then, you may ask, were eight
members of the Club doing at Port America’s Cup in Valencia a
few days before the start of this year’s series between Alinghi
and Emirates Team New Zealand.
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Peter, Evie and the Auld Mug

The answer lies in the fact that all eight are also members of
the Royal Ulster Yacht Club which presents a Cup in memory of
Sir Thomas Lipton to the Club which wins the right to challenge
for the America’s Cup. The Royal Ulster Cup was first presented
in 1970 which was the first year that multiple challenges were
accepted by the then holders, the New York Yacht Club, and has
been presented to each Challenging Club since. This year about
sixty members of Royal Ulster including the eight ICC members
attended the presentation at a lunch held in the spectacular
surroundings of the Foredeck Club overlooking Port America’s
Cup.

Sir Thomas Lipton, of tea fame, made five challenges for the
America’s Cup through Royal Ulster between 1899 and 1930
and the Club maintains a room in its Clubhouse dedicated to
him which contains many relics and photographs of his
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challenges and also of the modern presentations of the
Memorial Cup. Cruising sailors who visit Bangor Marina in are
most welcome to visit the Club to view the room and of course
make use of the dining and bar facilities as well.

ICC members present in Valencia were Stanton Adair, Maurice
Flowers, Lynn Johnston, Michael McKee, Ian Morrow, Evie and
Peter Ronaldson and Gregg Taylor. While all were impressed
and fascinated by the surroundings, the atmosphere, the
wealth and all the trappings of a mammoth international event
I can't see any of them letting down their cruising background
and jumping ship.
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Southern Summer Rally

On Saturday 11th August we had a most enjoyable raft up in
Horseshoe Harbour, which is on the west side of the entrance
to Baltimore Harbour on Sherkin Island.

The day was overcast, not raining for a change and a bit on the
cool side. Nigel and Heleen Lindsay-Fynn in their (just out of
it’s wrapping ) magnificent Hallberg-Rassy 62" manoeuvred into
the small harbour ahead of time and so, were well anchored
when the fleet arrived and provided a good “wall” for other
boats to moor alongside on both sides. We had fourteen boats
in all and there was plenty to talk about and discuss especially
the new 62. It was very nice to have the company of two former
Commodores, Hugh Kennedy and David Nicholson, while the
furthest travelled yacht being Cadenza with Robert Fowler and
crew aboard from Dublin. Local boats, Yoshi, Carrigdhoun and
Saoirse who had had lively trips across Biscay from Galicia
were also present.

At around 17.00 we had the difficult voyage to the Sherkin
pontoon belonging to the Islanders Rest. In the hotel that
evening 80 people had a really good buffet, wine also was good,
and in the bar later more nautical matters were discussed.

A good outing, great venue and our thanks to Bill Brady for
getting it all together.

Autumn raft-up

The Autumn raft up took place on Saturday 13 th October just
north of East Ferry within Cork Harbour. In all eight boats with
a total of sixty one people enjoyed the flat calm warm weather
which was particularly good for that time of year. John Petch
with his crew on his boat Seadrifter travelled the furthest
arriving from Kinsale. John’s enthusiasm is very much
appreciated. Our thanks to Marilyn Kenworthy on her boat Flica
for acting as anchor boat with the fleet rotating nicely and
without drama in the tide. As always it is the mingling of
people from one boat to another that makes these very social
occasions such an important date in the calendar. Some carried
on the day with dinner in the Royal Cork YC while others rushed
to their TV's to watch the England / France semi-final. Yes,
another very successful ICC event.

David Tucker, Vice Commodore
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New Members 2007

Tony Weston

Tony started sailing in
1988 and bought his first
yacht, an Albin Ballad, in
1990.

On the water since
childhood, canoeing,
skiing or motor cruising,
Tony now owns a Sun
Odyssey 35" and has
clocked up some 5000 NM
around Ireland, Scotland
and the South of England

since March 2004

Tony was raised in the North West but has made Donaghadee
his home since moving there in 1988. His interests are sailing,
cooking, and socialising and he and Gina enjoy skiing during
the winter.

Nick Musgrave

Being the youngest of
four I was a toddler when
I started to sail with my
older brother, Stuart, in
an International Twelve.
Initially I was terrified
but soon began to love
sailing and inherited the
dinghy from him at the
age of seven.

My cruising life started as
a teenager with the late
George and Muriel Keneﬁck and their children on Hi Brazil and
L'Exocet. They were magic times with cruises to West Cork,
South of England and Brittany. For the last few years I have
crewed on Colin Hayes's Najad 52 Saoirse visiting Brittany and
the north coast of Spain. Next year I hope to cruise the South
West coast of France and the Baltic.

Flor Long

In my teenage years water, skiing, then Enterprises and Flying
Fifteens was the start of my sailing career. My cruising started
in the 70’s. I cruised Irish waters, south coast of England,
Channel Islands, Scotland, Brittany and then the Med for a few
seasons under the wise guidance of Dr Maurice 0" Keeffe.

In the late 70's I married Brenda, who worked with British
Airways. We both travelled the world in comfort. However, the
call of the sea was never far away.

I bought a Laser and competed both winter and summer. By the
80’s Dr Maurice had introduced me to Miss Demena, a 60’s
vintage classic yacht from the pen of John Alden. When Dr.
Maurice retired from active sailing Sandy Hyland joined me as
a co-owner.
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Miss Demena has
voyaged extensively ever
since. The Azores stand
out in my memory where
we visited six of the
islands. More recently we
visited fourteen of the
Baltic countries. Three
months of most enjoyable
sailing.

This year we were the
honoured guests of
Alfredo Lagos of Vigo. He showed us little corners of Galicia
that few people ever see, a marvellous event, which was
particularly enjoyed by Brenda and my sailing daughter
Caroline. Long may she crew for me!

Members Area of Irish Cruising
Club Website

The website is for your use. The Web Editor and Committee will
use it to communicate with you about the club's activities and
those of other organisations that may be of interest to you. It
will be kept up-to-date as often as is practical with a heavy
sailing season!

You are most welcome to make your own contributions at
any time.

We need information, anecdotes, ‘For Sale” or ‘Wanted’ notices,
navigational warnings, nautical hints, recommended reading,
notice of your cruising plans, even really good jokes - and so
on, all together with some photographs, especially
photographs where possible.

The written word and photographs can be sent to the Web
Editor by email at webeditor@irishcruisingclub.com. Send
photographs in 'jpeg' or 'tif' format if possible. Please reduce
them to about 20-25KB - but not much smaller than that as
detail gets lost.

For photographs to be printed in the Newsletter or Annual, a
higher resolution is needed and the size suitable for printing
on paper will generally be ten times as large as the same
picture published on the web site.

Many email clients will “optimise” pictures by default, for
sending by email to a low resolution only suitable for onscreen
display. When sending pictures by email, please adjust your
mail attachment settings to send full size. Mobile phone
pictures tend to be of very low resolution and rather blurry, but
if it's an interesting shot, send it anyway. Please always
indicate WHO is on the photograph and WHERE and when, it
was taken.

Prints of photographs (which will be scanned and returned if
requested) can also be sent by post to John Clementson, ICC
WebEditor
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Azores 2009

Connla Magennis, Rear Commodore

This joint meet with the RCC and is in its early planning
stages, but we expect it to take place over the last two
weeks of July 2009, around the central group of Islands -
venues yet to be decided.

The harbours are not large and an indication of possible
numbers would be useful. Please email David Whitehead at
david@glebekinvara.com if you think that you might want
to join the Meet. If you are a member of both the ICC and
the RCC, register your interest with the RCC if you are based
in the UK and with David if you are based in Ireland.

Keep up with this and other club events and relevant nautical
matters, at the Club’s website: www.irishcruisingclub.com

Arquipetago Dos Acoms
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Club Rally to the Canal du Midi
- September 2008

Connla Magennis

The club is planning to hold a rally on the Canal du Midi from
22nd Sep - 29th Sep 2008. To this end the club has pre-booked
ten boats (6 berths in 3 cabins, at prices from €1510 - €1990)
of a good standard to match the itinerary outlined below, These
will be allocated to members on a first-come-first-served basis.
They will be cheaper than those booked later. A deposit will be
required to confirm the booking.

The Canal du Midi is a 300 year old canal that has matured into
its setting in the most pleasant way. It is twisty and lined with

plane trees and often offers vistas across the vineyards of the
Minervois region to the Pyrenees. The nearest airport is
Carcassonne to which Ryanair currently fly three times a week
from Dublin. The recommended itinerary is a one-way voyage
from Castelnaudary to Port Cassafiéres. This is a distance of 157
kms, takes in 64 locks (all controlled by lock keepers) and is
estimated to require 35 hours of motoring through the
wonderful countryside. The itinerary goes through Carcassonne
with its amazing fortress, the delightful village of Le Somail,
Beziers with it's hilltop cathedral and its run of nine locks - and
many other delights.

Further details are on the members section of the website
under Club News and for more information, contact Connla
Magennis, tel. +44 (0) 28 41772237

Calendar of Events

2007 2008

3rd November Committee meeting in Tralee 11th - 20th January London Boat Show

9th November Meeting of South Region members at ~ 5th January Committee and election of new
RCYC members meetings

1st December South Region Christmas dinner at  8th February Committee meeting and AGM at the
KYC National Yacht Club

7th December East Region Christmas lunch at the  7th March Committee meeting at Marriott
RStGYC Druid’s Glen, Wicklow

8th December North Region Christmas lunch at  8th March Annual Dinner at Marriott Druid’s
RUYC Glen, Wicklow

Revised: 9/9/07




CCA cruise to Bergen and
Sognefjord, 2008

John Clementson

The CCA are planning a cruise in company between Bergen and
Sognefjord in July 2008 (exact dates TBC).

The rally had been planned to take place in the Lofoten Islands
in Northern Norway, but these plans have now been 'moderated'
to the more easily accessible destination.
¥
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Galdhoepiggen

As the ICC has no summer rally of its own in 2008, I have a
notion (by no means yet confirmed!) to take Faustina II to the
CCA rally and they have told me that we, and any others from
the ICC who might care to go, would be made very welcome.
The rally seems to me to be an ideal reason for going to Norway
and spending some time exploring the region.

Sognefjord is the second longest fjord in the world (203 miles
long) and is beautiful. Well worth seeing. There is more about
the fjord at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sognefjord

If any members think that they may be interested in attending
(and perhaps having a mini ICC Cruise in Company as well) will
they please let me know and I will keep them informed of the
planning details as I learn them.
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Marked (green/red) Diesel

Situation
Norman Keane

As members are no doubt aware both Ireland and the UK (along
with Belgium) have been ordered by the European Commission to
discontinue the derogation on rebated diesel fuel for leisure craft.
It means (from 2009) a rise in costs but more seriously a potential
availability crisis, since white diesel is unobtainable on quaysides.
At a best estimate the number of marina and quayside outlets
would diminish from sixty-odd to about six or seven in the whole
of Ireland. This has clear safety implications and will ultimately
put lives at risk. Writing on behalf of Irish Cruising Club
Publications Ltd, I have been lobbying the Department of Finance
in Dublin to allow yachts to continue to purchase green diesel and
simply to pay the extra tax, which is what the EC directive literally
requires. In August the British Revenue published a discussion
document, which (to my satisfaction) identified this as their
preferred option, and also robustly confirmed their acceptance of
the principle that the leisure sailor should be able to sail when and
where he or she pleases (that was very nice to read). The
document is available at www.revenue.gov.uk under
“consultations”. Public submissions were accepted up to the end
of October, and (of course) I made one in support of the preferred
option. Meanwhile I have recommended to the Irish authorities
that they should follow the British example. I have also spoken to
Harry Hermon and Tony Wright at the ISA to recruit their support
for the campaign. The officials in the Dept. of Finance dealing with
the matter are John Burke and Eric Gargan.

Keep up with this and other club events and relevant nautical
matters, at the Club’s website www.irishcruisingclub.com

Annual Dinner 2008

The 2008 Dinner will be held in the Marriott Druid’s Glen Hotel and
Country Club, Newtownmountkennedy, Co Wicklow on 8th March.
The price of the week-end package is €230 pps for Friday and
Saturday nights, including dinner on Friday. Please note that room
reservations must be made with the Hotel by 4 January 2008.

Full details of the programme and booking forms for the
weekend will be inserted in the ICC Annual, which will be
distributed in December. In the meantime, if you would like to
reserve accommodation in Druid’s Glen, please call 01 287 0847
or e-mail mhrs.dubgs.reservations@marriotthotels.com
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A Change of Scene for Rafiki

Hilary Keatinge

Rafiki among friends at a KNZ&RV rally in Rotterdam

For over nine years we have lived a-board Rafiki for five
months or more of the year in the Mediterranean and we have
greatly enjoyed the sociability, history and of course the
climate, of our swallows’ style existence. But it is time to see
if we can adapt to northern European conditions again and
explore new cruising grounds; it is also time to think about
what boat and where.

Our season in Dutch waters has been a ‘coming home’, having
lived in the country for eleven years; the social side was great
fun, with friends and family coming to find us in ports and
harbours throughout the country and we took part in two
KNZ&RV rallies (we have been members since 1979); there were
works of art to revisit and discover in many corners of The Low
Countries from Maastricht to the Waddenzee, and then we come
to the weather - well, least said...

On the waterways, there are ever more boats, more marinas and
the standard of both is higher (and longer and bigger
respectively) than ever. Prices in marinas, both private and
municipal are a fraction of many in UK and Ireland. The
traditional fleets of charter boats - the clippers and the tjalks
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and even the square-riggers are very popular, but more
organised, the racing fleets of traditional lemsteraaks and
schutjes are rigged with fine new sails and are almost
professionally crewed, in contrast the IMS is virtually defunct
and IOR and other rules have diminishing fleets. Most serious
racing takes place from the North Sea ports though keel boat
racing fleets generally are in decline.

We met few if any semi-live a-boards like ourselves; there was
not an Irish ensign in sight and indeed few foreign boats
except for German and the odd Belgian.

Rafiki, like the old lady she is, being twenty years old this
year, needed some parts replaced (very smart new heads!) and
repaired, and apart from our spring commissioning in Breskens,
which was a shambles (not like the Dutch at all), we found
good professional help when needed. She is now out of the
water under the care of Harry (Shipshape in Muiderzand) who
looked after our boats twenty years ago, and back at land base,
after a successful season, her owners are considering their
options.
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Notes from the North

Connla Magennis, Rear Commodore

The highlight of the season was, undoubtedly, the Gigha Rally
on Saturday 26th May 2007. This was superbly organised by
Derek White. He even arranged for the southerly winds that
blew prior to the event, to do an about turn giving the yachts
a F5/6 northerly for the trip home!. A total of 17 yachts from
Belfast Lough and Strangford Lough attended and were joined,
from Scotland, by Capercaillie (John Clow), Jomora (Alex
Robertson), Siolta (Bill McKean), and Ultimate (Ronnie
Sharpe) and by Ann Again (Eleanor & Brian Cudmore), all the
way from Cork as part of their early season Irish Sea cruise.
Lorna Andrew, Administrator, of the Gigha Community Trust,
gave a presentation on the progress of the island since the
islanders purchased it in 2002. This was followed by a
magnificent buffet supper for 87 people, laid on in the Village
Hall by the Gigha Hotel. Thank you very much, Derek.

Poor weather at home seemed to put a dampener on many
members this season. However, mention must be made of
Wallace Clark’s cruise in Agivey to the Western Isles. He is the
North’s most senior member and you can all read his log in the
next Journal. In the Med, David Park in Alys had glorious
weather for his cruise up the east side of Corsica, over to Elba
and back to his base in Sardinia. I also enjoyed good weather
on the Atlantic coast of Spain, pottering on Starfire in and out
of the rias and taking a month to cover 310 nm. In complete
contrast, Ed Wheeler, having sailed to Madeira, is now en route
to West Africa.

On Saturday 8th September 2007, a mini rally was held in
Warrenpoint Town Dock. This is a new facility for mussel boats
but available for leisure craft from mid-June to mid-Sept. Seven
yachts attended and 25 members and friends dined in the Duke
Restaurant that evening, with the party continuing on board
into Sunday morning

Starting in June from Tory Island, heading east and south to
Carnsore Point, Norman Kean sailed Xanadu, checking out
every harbour, anchorage and bolthole in the preparation of the
completely new edition of the North & East Coasts Directions.
Norman arques that if Xanadu, at 54ft LOA with a 6ft draught,
can go into a place; then details should be in the book. He and
his wife, Geraldine, have put in an enormous amount of effort
into this project and they do so with such enthusiasm. It was
a pleasure to join them in Newry for a trip down the Canal,
passing through the recently installed, electrically powered
gates at Victoria Locks and on to Warrenpoint. They also met
up with ICC members Maeve & Adrian Bell and James Nixon who
assisted them with local knowledge. I look forward to seeing
the published result of their labours in 2008.

The Northern Christmas Lunch will be held in RUYC on Saturday
8th December at 13.00 hrs, preceded by a meeting for members
at 12.00 hrs. If anyone from another Region wishes to join us,
he/she will be most welcome. Please contact me in advance.
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Notes from the South
David Tucker, Vice Commodore

As the evenings start to draw in, another cruising season, at
least in these climes, comes to a close with boats being hauled
(or winterised in the berths).

In the South we have had a relatively busy year starting as the
hosts for the 2007 Dinner where more than 300 sat down to dine.

August saw us again in West Cork and based out of Baltimore
for our by now Annual Raft Up and Dinner and an excellent day
was had by all - and extended by those who stayed over !!

October 13th saw the final sea-borne get together with a raft-up
near East Ferry. It was well attended but not so many for Dinner
in the evening - the Rugby World Cup had nothing to do with it.

West Cork was once again a favoured cruising ground for many
members despite the somewhat erratic weather. There were
other longer/further away cruises and these included -

A Colin Hayes took Saoirse of Cork to Galicia with a romping
trip home.

A Yoshi gave Dan Cross a similar ‘quick’ trip north, having
started his trip in Majorca.

A Dermod Lovett brought Lonehort home from Portugal and
then back to the South Coast of England where she is
“tucked” up for the winter.

A Brian and Eleanor Cudmore took Ann Again north for the
Northern Area Rally to Gigha, then onto the Isle of Man
before turning north again as far as Stornaway. Finally
home in time for the October league.

A Richard Cudmore’s Toirse; Joe and Mary Woodward's
Moshulu IIT; Mandy Stokes’s Clipper and Flor Long with Miss
Demena all ‘did" Galicia and are wintering in Vigo

A Neil Kenefick took Imagine from Sardinia to Corfu. Joxer
0’Brien was also on board.

A Stuart Musgrave on Tillygreig sailed from Baltimore to Cork
to La Trinite. Then starting from there did the Biscay
Triangle - to Torquay to La Coruna and back to La Trinite,
where the boat is for the winter. Stuart’s was the only boat
to do the 3 legs.

A Nigel and Heleen Lindsay-Fynn’s new Hallberg-Rassy 62
Eleanda was the centre piece for the Raft up in Horseshoe
Harbour in August, having arrived from Sweden via Scotland
and the West Coast of Ireland enroute to the South Coast.

A David and Eddie Nicholson have also joined the ranks of
new boats with Mollihawk’s Shadow a Najad 44 and have
only recently brought it home. Flor Long was part of the
crew on the trip. We wish the Lindsay-Fynns and the
Nicholsons many happy years.

A David Tucker with Intrigue cruised the Portuguese coast
and is now ashore in Lagos.

A Neil Prendiville’s Mary P was seen in Lagos but at the time
of writing is in La Gomera prior to joining the ARC.

A ’
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A Paul Bryans is also doing the ARC and we wish both he and
Neil enjoyable and safe passages.

Apologies to those cruises that I've omitted.

November 9th was our Southern Annual Members Meeting at
RCYC followed by Dinner.

Our Christmas Dinner will be in KYC on the 1st December when
spouses/partners are more than welcome to join us.

By the time you read these notes, 12 intrepid souls will have
undertaken a Sea Survival Course at the National Maritime
College - many of you saw the facilities, not to mention the
pool where the course takes place, over the Annual Dinner
weekend in February 2007.

We have also been considering the post Christmas/pre-season
period and have organised a casual drop-in lunch for just 3
months - first Wednesday in February/March/April at 12:30 -
at the Carrigaline Court Hotel. No need to pre-book - just turn
up AND please DO so for a chat — we will have a private
room. And bring your better half. Just €10 for plate/glass of
wine or mineral /coffee. It goes without saying that we will be
delighted to see any members of the Club who might be in the
area on any of those dates.

And so I close by thanking my committee for their time,
commitment and input over the year and wishing you all a
happy winter of reminiscing on the season past and passage
planning for 2008.

Notes from the East Coast

John Bourke

As reported in the Spring Newsletter, Peter Bunting, Bud Bryce,
Brian Hegarty and I, had planned an early cruise in the Greek
Islands of the Northern Sporades. Our adventures have been
submitted to the Editor of this year's Annual, but there are some
aspects which are of interest in the meantime. We traveled in
early May, taking the inaugural flight direct from Dublin to
Skiathos where our chartered Oceanis 45 lay. It was new, this
being her first charter. The sun shone throughout, with gentle
breezes and a perfect temperature for a bunch of Celts coming out
of winter. The harbours and tavernas were pleased to see such
early arrivals and there was plenty of space everywhere. The
eastern Mediterranean can get hot and crowded later on and an
early start can have much merit on many fronts.

Cuilaun enjoyed some excellent cruising in the Caribbean with
variously Michael O'Flaherty, Brian Smullen and Bill Riordan on
board. She competed again in the Antigua Classic Regatta,
winning the Prix d'Elegance and the single handed race without
so much as a scratch to her glorious finish. What a relief. Then
she sailed North again to her home waters in Maine for the
summer season.

As planned, Terry Johnson brought Nyabo from Western Greece to
Turkey. Margaret and I were fortunate enough to have been
invited to join him there in late October for a cruise in company
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with our friends from the Cruising Club of America. This will allow
the next edition of the Newsletter to include a contrast of what
it is like to sail in early and late in the Mediterranean.

With perfect timing, Nigel and Helen Lindsay-Flynn sailed into
Horseshoe Bay, in west Cork, to join the South Coast Summer raft-
up on 11th August. They had just sailed 1600 miles in their new
and even larger Hallberg Rassy, Eleanda, which they collected
from Sweden in June. Along with Keith Hunt, their daughter
Miranda and nephew Roly, they spent six days in Norway then on
to the Orkneys, Cape Wrath and Skye before pausing at Ardfern for
three weeks. Despite some bad weather they continued down the
West Coast of Ireland arriving in Baltimore the evening before, a
fine voyage to start the career of a very beautiful yacht.

The incidence of cruising in company both under sail and
inland continues to gain momentum. Dick Lovegrove and
Michael Buckley, were some of our members present on the
Canal du Midi in France organised by the RSGYC in September.

I did a similar trip on the rivers and canals of Burgundy with
another bunch of food and wine loving worthies and if the RSGYC
had as good a time as we did, such trips will really catch on.

Of course it was mooted at the AGM in February 2007, that a
rally in that location is planned for Autumn 2008 and is
detailed elsewhere in this Newsletter.

Notes from the West

David Whitehead, Rear Commodore

This season was somewhat topsy-turvy for western members (and
probably for many others) as a beautiful warm ,dry spring with
light and variable winds gave way to a wet, windy and rather cool
summer which in turn ran into a fine autumn. So the people who
took their cruising time early and late benefited while those
stuck with the school holiday period were unlucky with the
weather if they planned to cruise in home waters.

Afar VI (Brenda Bradley) dried out in Kinvara

Brendan Bradley was an early season visitor to Kinvara, Co.
Galway, where he enjoyed a weekend of gorgeous weather and
ecxiited much local curiosity and interest as his Moody 47 must
be the largest vessel to visit the little harbour (and dry out
alongside) in many years.
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Brian Kenny reported having had a very poor season as due to his
boat being refurbished he didn't get her afloat until late August.
Tam o' Shanter is now moored at the end of his garden in
Portmagee and Brian believes she has not looked as well since
1975 or so. As she was repainted with Awlgrip by Rosbrin
Boatyard and he says the finish is superb and strongly
recommends Helmut and Erica and their yard. His sailing was
confined to a delivery trip from Jersey to Fenit, and another from
Cherbourg to Jersey, which was a tougher trip.

Michael Craughwell on the other hand seems to have had a super
season. His cruise started this year at the end of April in
Marmaris, Turkey where we had spent the last two winters

He was joined on the first part of the cruise by Michelle Mulhaire
and Eilish Egan who brought their instruments and were a big hit
at all the marinas especially with the Turks as Orchestra port
hopped up along the coast calling to Simi (Greece) Bodrum,
Kusadasi, Cesme and Levos (Greece).

Then they passed through the Dardanelles to Atakoy marina in
Istanbul where John and Trish Cunningham(ICC) joined ship. After
various shoreside (and apparently some airborne) adventures they
continued up through the Bosphorus and looked into the Black
Sea, then headed back across the Sea of Marmara, through the
Dardanelles, stopping off at Carnakkle from where they visited
Troy, Gallipoli and the war graves (a very moving experience).

In the Ageaen they stopped off at Ikaria, Mikinos, Siros, Kea, and
into Athens Piraus (Zea marina), continued on through the
Corinth canal visiting Trizokia, Nidri through the Lefkas canal
ending the first part of the cruise in Corfu. In July Orchestra left
for Palma through the Messina straights up to Lipari, a Donal
Morrisey recommendation. Lipari is a little gem and should not be
missed by anyone cruising in that area. From there they went on
to San Pedro on the SW side of Sardinia, and, after a lumpy
thrash, arrived at Marina Alboran in Palma where the racing fleet
competing in the Kings Cup included the Galway boat Patches.

Orchestra spent the most of August pottering about Mallorca
and finishing preparations for the Atlantic crossing and will
leave around 1st of Nov for Tenerife- staying there for most of
the month. After a break for Christmas and the New Year with
the families Michael plans to continue with Orchestra on to the
Caribbean.

In mid June Donal Morrissy and Jim Grealish took Rebound from
Albufeira, where she had been based in 2006, to Portimao for
antifouling. They found the yard there very good, but expensive.
Donal was joined by friends and set off for Galicia, leaving
Rebound in Bayona for Barry Heskin and family who explored the
Rias, Vigo, Pontevedra and Arosa, leaving the boat in August at
Vilagarcia from where, at the end of September Donal and others
took her to Sada. Jim and Evelyn Grealish lifted her out in Sada
on 22nd October.

The deep depression that flooded much of England, got in the
way of Peter Haden's passage to Galicia, on board Papageno,
proving most uncomfortable. But for the next ten weeks, the sun
shone as Peter and Moira enjoyed exploring deep into the Rias
Altas and Rias Baixos. Onora Lynch came out from Galway for a
week, and later Joe Dundon from Limerick arrived for the
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Bayona-Finisterre Rally organised by Alfredo Lagos. Flor Long's
boat Miss Demena from Kinsale was also on the rally, as well as
RYS, CCA, RCC, OCC and Spanish yachts. On the first day of the
rally, at the wonderful Monte Real Club De Yates, a most welcome
visitor was Commodore Cormac McHenry who just happened to
be passing through on his way south. With good sailing weather
all summer, the consumption of local Alberino wines exceeded
that of diesel. Papageno is now hauled out in Vigo at what Peter
describes as a most reasonable price.

Foam alongside Inchigoill pier - Lough Corrib

Duncan Whitehead also spent a week cruising Lough Corrib
aboard Foam and visited Cong, Castle Kirk, Oughterard,
Inchagoill, Kilbeg, and Lisloughry in mainly roughish weather.

David Whitehead did not launch Joyster this season but spent an
enjoyable long weekend aboard Scilla Verna with James Nixon,
Maurice and Rick Butler at the RCC Scottish rally in Lough Tarbert,
Jura. Several other ICC members were in attendance and a good
time was had by all. Other activities included participating in the
125th Cong to Galway race on Lough Corrib ( the longest inland
waters race in these islands) aboard the 22ft centerboarder Foam.

Seamus Salmon in Saoirse has completed his Atlantic circuit.

Work has now been completed on Parkmore Quay where handrails
have been fitted to the steps.

Brian Kenny reports that planning permission has been granted
for a proposed marina development at Knightstown, Valentia
Island in Co. Kerry.

Finally the Western Region have proposed that the Gull Salver,
which a non-member may be awarded , is to be presented to Ger
O'Rourke of Chieftain for his outstanding result in this years
Fastnet race.

Chieftan in 2006
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A Winter's Study

Noel Casey
Sailing Directions: East and North & South
and West

Corrections to the Sailing Directions are available on the
websitehttp://www.irishcruisingclub.com/publications/
index.php and are current as of June 2007.

Now is the time to download this nine page document and
apply the corrections to your copy.

Weather Forecasts online

As winter approaches perhaps it is time to study an interesting
topic to us all and how to use it while cruising. It is of course
the weather and its determination that has been revolutionised

over the past decade.

The popularity of internet cafes makes for the availability of
detailed weather information anywhere on land and SSB radio
or satellite phone make it possible offshore.

In general it is best to try the web site of local official
metrological office first rather than advertisement driven
commercial websites, which may not be as up to date as
desirable.

Thus in Ireland; http://www.met.ie/forecasts/sea-area.asp
while in UK we have the Shipping Forecast at:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/coast/shipping/index.shtml
and Inshore Water of UK at;
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/coast/inshore/

while in France; http://www.meteo.fr/e_index.html

Do it Yourself Forecasting

o T b st chrame o

| ‘Westwind.ch - 6000 Weather Links for Europe |

[ Weahﬂpﬂmler | Area:| Search Help News |
|
Current Forecast orecast Forecast
Weather | Models 048h |} 0.72h mmud Mod. Special
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THEYRCh
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UMPL fem
More...

Markus Pfister - mail20072westwind.ch
Last modified: 21. Sepiember 2006

Dane

The amount of weather data on the Internet is amazing. Almost
everyone canreach it and choose the information that is
needed. Numerous weather charts are direct output by
computer models without much interpretation.

So you can start your own weather forecast where every
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professional meteorologist does with the raw data from the

internet.

However, the vast diversity of available weather data holds the
risk of completely loosing the overview about what is relevant
and what isn't. It can be very confusing, with hundreds of
weather sites containing only a bit of information. If you have
to create your forecast on the basis of these fragments by
surfing from one site to another, across various complicated or
non-informative indices and header pages, the advantage of
the internet as a weather data source against the conventional
media tends towards zero.

Cutting through the information overload is possible. A very
useful resource is http://www.westwind.ch/, which is a Swiss
website maintained by a professional meteorologist. This
aggregrates “6000 Weather Links for Europe” and presents
current conditions and forecasts from various reliable agencies
for two day, three day and up to ten day forecasts in static and
animated charts.
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Baaufort Windspsad

A favourite of mine is the link to theyr.net, which is the
Icelandic  weather service http://www.westwind.ch/
?name=xthe and it opens links to Europe UK (including
Ireland), France, Spain, Italy and elsewhere. It can animate a
chart similar to the above to show the position every six hours.

As well as the animated charts, it is possible to download the
same charts that are receivable as weather faxes. This is a
valuable link if you are in an overseas internet café and can’t
speak the local language as everything is in pictures.
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Picture Gallery

In the Maam Valley Joe and Mary Woodward entertain Moira on Moshulu III at
MRYC Bayona

Moira Haden cooling off with pontoon hose at San Adrian RCC Barbecue (and mldge fest’ ) Lough Tarbert, Jura

Scilla Verna (James Nixon) anchored in Lough Tarbert, Jura Geraldine Magenms Chris Stillman; Ann Clementson; Joe
Phelan; at Western Dinner Ballyseede
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Dav1d and Grainne FltzGeraZd at Western Dinner Ballyseede Helen Stillman; John Clementson at Western Dinner
Ballyseede

Anne Kenny, John Daly; Fi Dwyer at Western Dinner
Ballyseede

John Daly, Fi Dwyer; Derek White; Brian Kenny Rebound in La Corunna
at Western Dinner Ballyseede

Send news and photographs of gatherings to: editor@irishcruisingclub.com
Irish Cruising Club Website: www.irishcruisingclub.com
Hon. Editor Noel Casey: 087 258 1805
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