
A Note from The Commodore
Cormac P. McHenry

Another cruising season is rapidly approaching and the predictions are for
a long, hot, summer. Let’s hope they are right and that the climate changes
do not bring too much in the way of wind with them. At the beginning of
your cruising, start thinking about your log for the Annual. 
Last year’s edition was the biggest yet
with excellent material though some
contributions might have been tightened
up. The Editor would like to include even
more logs but to do so logs will have to be
shorter and you are the best person to edit
your own. With advances in digital
photography and in printing allowing
photos to be printed on almost every page
your camera should be high on your
stowage list. Don’t feel that because your
cruise is in an area which has been written
about before your log would not be of
interest. Areas don’t remain static and it is
your cruise, with your crew, the weather
you experienced and how you coped with
it, the people you met ashore and afloat
which makes your cruise unique and which
you can present in your own style.

An objective of our Club is to provide up to
date sailing directions. This requires the
continuing supply to our editor/compiler
of up to date information on the latest
changes which occur around our coasts.
Irish Lights keep us up to date with
changes in buoyage etc., but Granuaile
does not and cannot nose into many of the
smaller inlets and harbours which are such
a delight for us to use. It is the latest
information on those places which is so
valuable and which makes our sailing
directions so interesting to have. 

I am never sure whether our Annual Dinner
finishes off the last year or starts the new.
As I write our 2007 event has just taken
place- organised to the last detail by Vice
Commodore David Tucker and the south
region team. An outstanding success
which their efforts richly deserved.
Numbers were the highest for a number of
years at over 300. A break with tradition
was to hold it adjacent to the principal
city of the region. Your committee were a
little concerned that that would tempt
members to go home rather than stay in
the hotel, thus breaking the long weekend
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and its atmosphere which have become a
feature of the event. The majority stayed
and right from dinner on Friday night to
breakfast on Sunday there was a vibrancy
and a buzz for the whole weekend, which
bodes well for the 2008 Dinner which the
East Region will be holding in a hotel near
Dublin. 

We have no Autumn event planned for this
year. Your committee felt that Shannon/
Erne cruises should be given a rest and
instead are exploring the possibility of a
cruise on the Canal du Midi in 2008. 

At our committee meeting it was
determined in accord with our rules, that
up to twelve new members may be elected
next January. As I said at the Dinner it is

not necessary for prospective candidates
to have battled with pack ice or gales
around Cape Horn before they have the
prospect of being elected. The younger
applicant, struggling to balance the
pressures of family, of work and of finances
to fit in a fortnight’s cruise, but who can
show that he or she has become an addict
to cruising with no hope of cure, is a very
likely candidate. So, during your cruising,
keep an eye out for such potential
members, remembering that if they are
successful in being elected you as
proposers and seconders will be expected
to guide them through their initial years
until they have absorbed the ethos and
traditions of our Club. 

Enjoy a long, safe and memorable season.

The Fastnet Trophy
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AGM
Friday 23rd February 2007
at Howth Yacht Club, Dublin
A total of 89 members attended.
There were 72 apologies. The
Commodore opened the meeting by
asking the Hon. Secretary to read
the list of apologies, followed by the
minutes of the Annual General
Meeting held on 10th February
2006. These were then approved by
the meeting and signed by the
Commodore.
At the request of the Commodore, the Hon.
Secretary read out the names of 12
members deceased since the last AGM.
They were: Brendan Cassidy, Elizabeth
England, Bob Gilmore, Cyril Kilgrew, John
Moore, Anthony Morton, Robert Morehead,
Robin O’Donoghue, Adrian O’Donovan,
Kevin O’Farrell, Mungo Park and Marshall
Pritchard.

At the request of the Commodore, members
stood in silence in tribute to those who
have died. 

At the request of the Commodore, the Hon.
Secretary then read out the list of new
members elected in January. They were:
Derek Jones, Flor Long, Nick Musgrave and
Tony Weston.

The Commodore welcomed the new
members and looked forward to their active
participation in the Club. 

The Commodore next asked the Hon.
Treasurer to report on the Club’s accounts.
The Hon. Treasurer said that total receipts
were approximately C40,000 with the
surplus at just under C14,000. All
functions in 2006 had been self-financing.
The depreciation figure was higher in 2006
because of the Fastnet Award and the new
cabinet for the Club’s memorabilia in
Howth Yacht Club. The general
administration expenses were also higher
due to the cost of recording all of the
Club’s minutes on microfilm and
expenditure on the Club’s website. Total
net assets of the Club were just short of
C235,000. Total receipts for ICC
Publications Ltd. were C45,000 with a
surplus of C4,000. Direct Costs were
C36,000 and indirect costs were C4,000.
The Commodore thanked the Hon. Treasurer
for the work he had done during the year
and asked the meeting to adopt the
accounts. The meeting unanimously

adopted the accounts on the proposal of
Donal McClement and seconding by Jack
Wolfe. 

The meeting then moved to the election of
the Officers and Committee. In accordance
with Rule 8 (ii), the following officers were
proposed and seconded by Brian Hegarty
and James Nixon respectively and were
duly elected: Commodore: Cormac McHenry
(East) 3rd Year; Vice Commodore: David
Tucker (South) 1st Year; Rear Commodore:
David Whitehead (West) 2nd Year; Rear
Commodore: Connla Magennis (North) 1st
Year; Hon. Secretary: Ronald Cudmore 5th
Year; Hon. Treasurer: Myles Kirby 2nd Year.

In accordance with Rule 10 (iii), the
following members were proposed and
seconded for the Committee by Peter
Ronaldson and Arthur Baker respectively.

North: 
John Clementson (2nd Year) 
Alan Leonard (3rd Year) 
James Nixon (7th Year) 
Derek White (4th Year) 
South: 
Eleanor Cudmore (4th Year) 
Dan Cross (3rd Year) 
John Daly (2nd Year) 
Dermod Lovett (2nd Year) 
East: 
Grainne FitzGerald (5th Year) 
Clifford Hilliard (2nd Year) 
Joe Phelan (2nd Year) 
West:
Brian Kenny (2nd Year) 
All were duly elected. 

The Commodore explained that the East
and West regions had reduced the number
of members being put forward for the
Committee by one each, in anticipation of
the new Club Rules being adopted, as the
size of the Committee was too large to
work efficiently. He hoped that, through
natural wastage, the number of members
put forward by the South and North regions
in future years would be reduced to three
each. 

On the proposal of Tom Fitzpatrick and
seconding of Connla Magennis, Roche
O’Callaghan & Co. was duly reappointed as
Accountant by the meeting. 

The Commodore then asked the Vice
Commodore to take the floor to deal with
any queries on the new Club rules. The Vice
Commodore informed the meeting that the
task of rewriting the rules ended out to be
a much larger job than originally expected.
It had started with a review of the ethos of
the Club and ended up with the new set of

rules. He thanked the many members who
had responded to the initial draft rules sent
out last November, which led to the
revisions that were circulated with the
notice of the AGM. He especially thanked
Maurice Butler and David Beattie for the
legal expertise that they provided in
drafting the new rules. A considerable
discussion followed on the Club flags and
the Vice Commodore indicated that a sub-
committee would be set up to examine
further the rules on flags and any other
amendments to the rules that may be
required. Michael McKee enquired as to the
purpose for Temporary Members and the
Commodore explained that it was to deal
with situations such as when members of
sister clubs who were cruising in Irish
waters for extended periods wanted to
become members of the Club. Michael also
asked why the Club had stopped the custom
at the AGM of reading out the names of
members who were in default on their
subscriptions. The Commodore said that
what is now done is that members who
have not paid by 15th March are removed
from the membership at the next
Committee meeting. The Commodore then
asked for the rules to be adopted and they
were unanimously supported by the
members after being proposed and
seconded by Donal McClement and Brendan
Bradley respectively. The Commodore then
asked the Hon. Secretary to read a letter
from Jonathan Virden, which he thought
captured the ethos of the Club. The main
points of the letter were that Jonathan
supported all the amendments to the rules,
thought that it was important for the Club
“to revise and update its constitution from
time to time”, and that though he was
eligible for senior membership he was
“quite happy to continue to subscribe to
one of the best of all sailing organisations.”

The Commodore then took the floor to
thank the following: 
▲ former Commodore Arthur Baker, who

has given many years of service to the
Club in various capacities and who was
now stepping down from the
Committee.

▲ Gary MacMahon, who was stepping
down from the Committee, for the work
he had done on raising the standard of
the Newsletter.

▲ Noel Casey who has volunteered to take
on the role of Hon. Editor Newsletter.

▲ James Nixon for all the work he has
done on the Committee.

▲ John Clementson for taking on the task
of developing a new modular website
and putting the database on it.

▲ Maurice Butler, David Beattie, John
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Gore Grimes and others for their
contribution to the new Club rules.

▲ Grainne FitzGerald for the excellent job
she did on the Basque cruise assisted
by Cliff Hilliard.

▲ The Flag Officers for their support and
assistance during the year.

▲ The Hon. Secretary for the considerable
amount of work he has done for the
Club and for the Commodore.

▲ The Hon. Treasurer for taking control of
the accounts.

▲ Barbara McHenry, Hon. Archivist, for
her considered support and tolerance!

▲ Bill Rea, who has looked after the Club
trophies and distribution of the
Annual.

▲ Ann Woulfe-Flanagan, who has agreed
to take over responsibility for the
trophies from Bill Rea.

▲ Chris Stillman, Hon. Editor Annual, for
the quality of the Annual. He
suggested that the editorial pen may
need to be wielded to prevent the size
of the Annual from getting any larger
and to maintain the quality.

▲ Ed Wheeler, who is stepping down from
the Committee to take over the role of
Chairman of ICC Publications Ltd. In
his new capacity, he will be an
exofficio member of the Committee.

▲ David Park for organising the Fastnet
Award, a superb trophy.

The Commodore discussed the following:
▲ The question of how to reciprocate the

hospitality of clubs such as the Real
Club Maritimo del Abra in Bilbao,
which gave a tremendous welcome to
the participants on the Basque cruise.

▲ The next big event would not be until
the Azores cruise in 2009 with the RCC,
as there has been too big a demand on
the time of Committee members and
others for recent events. The Azores
cruise would probably be in July but a
definite date has not yet been set.
Rather than go straight to the Azores,
there might be initial get-togethers in
Spain or Portugal. Peter Gray has
offered to assist in organising this
event.

▲ Clyde Cruising Club will be having their
centenary cruise-in-company in 2010
and the ICC will be supporting this
major event.

▲ As the autumn rally on the Shannon
has been played out, the Committee is
considering having a mini-rally this
autumn on the Canal du Midi in France
to try the concept. The Hon. Secretary
has already done some preliminary
investigating and now someone has to
be nominated to develop the event.

▲ Hilary Keatinge has been working on
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A new Club Website
by John Clementson, WebEditor

By the time that you read this the
Club will either have, or be very
close to having, a new website. The
picture is a draft version of the
Home Page. 
The new site will offer a greater flexibility
in terms of what we can do with it. All
sections of it will be able to accept not
only text but photographs and links to
other pages, attachments and other
websites. It will be easier for your hard-
pressed webeditor to use and will enable
him to offer the membership more
interesting looking news and articles. It
will also be easier for the membership to
offer content – either original material or
suggestions for links to other places. 

All Membership Data on
Website 
One major change that everyone should
note is that the Club’s data base will soon
reside exclusively and securely on the
website. The Hon Sec will remain
responsible for it but there will be no
other list maintained. If your data is not
correct on the website, then it isn’t
correct anywhere else. Those with the
Internet will be able to access the full

content of the data base (including yacht
details) and individuals will be able (and
indeed expected) to amend their own
data as and when a change is required.
Those without the Internet should send
in amendments to the Hon Sec as usual.
The database will be used by the Hon Sec
to communicate by email to all those
with email addresses and by letter to
those without, and regional officers will
likewise be able to contact their own
regional membership. 

The method of access to the new site will
be slightly different from the present
system (to improve security) and we will
send details of this to all members who
have email addresses in good time. 

Some of the new site’s content will use
the portable document or ‘pdf’ format
which is viewable on all types of
computers and allows for much faster
downloading. To that end, any member
who is on the Internet is strongly
encouraged to download the free ‘Adobe
Reader’. Go to www.adobe.com and
follow the instructions to “Download
Adobe Reader”. It will take a few minutes
to download but it is worth it. It perhaps
goes without saying that broadband
access to the Internet is highly
recommend to those that have not
already got it. Broadband revolutionises
the Internet – and of course will greatly
speed downloading your favourite site,
vis: www.irishcruisingclub.com. 

Please get into the habit of visiting the
Club’s website frequently. Use it to keep
in touch with the club’s activities and to
share your sailing experiences with fellow
members. Over the coming months
several new features will appear on the
site that I believe will improve the
benefits that you obtain from the club
and I hope that the new website will
meet our needs for many years to come.
See you there … !

the history of the Club and sent out a
questionnaire to members, 50 of whom
responded. The Commodore was now
requesting that members download the
questionnaire from the website and
send the completed form to Hilary
before the Annual Dinner.

▲ Willy Ker has been nominated to
receive the Fastnet Award this year. He
is a single-handed sailor, sails a
Contessa 32 and has taken his boat
both to the Arctic and the Antarctic.
His profile is on the website.

▲ The Club is in very good financial
health and a decision needs to be

made on how to make proper use of the
surplus funds. 

As there was no further business, the
Commodore brought the meeting to a
close. 5 The Commodore then asked his
wife, Barbara, to present the Club’s prizes
and awards, which had, as usual, been
organised by Bill Rea. Afterwards, he
thanked the adjudicator, Mike Balmforth,
for the excellent job in nominating the
award winners and in presenting them to
the meeting. No Transoceanic pennants
were awarded for 2006.
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To the Editor, ICC Newsletter. 
Willy Ker
26th March 07

Willy Ker with the Fastnet Award

May I say how delighted and humbled I was, to be presented with
the Fastnet Award at the Annual Dinner. Humbled; because I was
following on Jarlath Cunane and Paddy Barry’s outstanding
achievement in Northabout – a very hard act to follow! In fact;
the Fastnet Rock has a particular resonance for both me and my
son, Alan. I started Ocean Racing in 1948 as a young crew-
member and the ‘pinnacle’ was to complete the Fastnet Race.
Since then, we have rounded the Rock a time or two, leaving the
mark to Port. Later, in the two handed ‘Round Britain and Ireland
Race’, leaving her to Starb’d of course. Now, as I cruise most years

Sailing News
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single-handed north to Iceland or Greenland, I like to stop off for
a glass or two in Schull or, maybe, Bantry and the selfsteering
gear on Assent has become thoroughly confused. I shall have to
very careful, next time, if I decide to aim for Croookhaven. I fear
that Assent would come off second best in any encounter with the
Rock! Although I was not permitted to look after, admire and
polish the wonderful piece for a year (which actually is a relief),
I would like to express my gratitude to the Commodore, Officers
and Members of the Irish Cruising Club and send my best wishes
for the future.

Ocean Youth Trust Ireland
Alan Leonard

One possible recipient for the Club to support, which the
Committee is considering, is the Ocean Youth Trust Ireland.
(formerly the Ocean Youth Club) You can read about them on their
website www.oyti.org. 

They operate the Lord Rank, a 70 foot Oyster, and the Four Sisters,
a 56 foot Ohlund. 

The Lord Rank will be cruising round Ireland from 9th July to 20th
August. Weather permitting, her itinerary will be as follows: 

Derry, 15/16 July Fenit 7/8 August
Killybegs, 22/23 July Cobh 13/14 August
Achill 28/29 July Waterford 16/17 August
Galway 2/3 August Dublin 19/20 August
She will also be in Dublin on numerous occasions throughout the
rest of the season. Regardless of any decision about funding, the
Trust would be keen to forge links with interested parties throught
Ireland, so, if she is in your area, feel free to make yourself known
to her Skipper and see for yourself, the work of the Trust, in
getting young people afloat.

Battle for Green/Red Diesel (Marked Gas Oil)
As reported by the Inland Waterways Association of Ireland www.iwai.ie

“It looks like the battle to retain Green Diesel usage beyond the end of 2006 has been lost – see official
EU document.

http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/com/2006/com2006_0743en01.pdf 

The current situation is that in the UK (obviously including NI), the derogation on the use of Red Diesel
in private leisure craft officially ended on 31 Dec 2006. However, HM Revenue & Customs have not as yet
figured out how to manage the transition and the word is that the use of “Red” diesel will continue until
the transition process has been defined. There is as yet no indication how long that will take. We are
attempting to contact the relevant people in HM Customs and Exise. We know they they are well aware of
the general situation relating to private boating but we want to be sure that they understand the special
circumstances of our waterways, waterways, specially the cross-border bit. 

In RoI the Revenue Commissioners are still pursuing a case to continue the derogation and made a
submission as recently as December 14th. They believe a response from the commission is still some weeks
away. We have offered to assist them in any way we can. The RoI Revenue folks have not yet considered
what the transition arrangements might be, if needed.”
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National Maritime College of Ireland 
David Tucker, Vice Commodore,
vice@irishcruisingclub.com 

Sea Survival Course 
Ninety seven members and partners, in Cork for the 2007 Annual
Dinner, visited the National Maritime College of Ireland (NMCI)
and saw the wonderful facilities there, rated one of the best
facilities of its kind in the world. 

Get it Upright 

Three of our members, Dan Cross, Brian and Eleanor Cudmore, did
a Personal Survival Techniques Course there recently. It was an
educating and enlightening experience and they highly
recommend it. 

It is a one day course from 08.30 -17.30. The morning session
covers the theory aspects of Sea Survival with very good visual
aids and the afternoon session covers the practical side in the
pool utilising waves, thunder, lightening and rain. 

They learned how to deal with cold water shock and conserve

April 2007
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heat; how, if more than one ends up in the water, to ‘swim’ and
keep together for greater visibility for rescuers; how to inflate and
get into a life raft from the water and if it inflates upside down
(Murphy’s Law) the technique of righting it without getting
trapped underneath. They saw what survival equipment is in a life
raft and were shown how to operate it.

Stormy Pool 

What they learned in the morning theory sessions was put to the
test in simulated Force 10 conditions, a dark, wet, thundery night
with just lightening and a torch for illumination. It is a fairly
strenuous course but one of the group was aged 78 and didn’t find
it any more difficult than the rest. 

Finally, back in the classroom, they had a multiple choice exam
and a week later received certificates in Proficiency in Personal
Survival Techniques, a prerequisite requirement for the
Yachtmasters Offshore Certificate. 

The course runs once a month and individual bookings (C165)
should be made via NMCI Admin or the website www.nmci.ie.

It would appear that there are a sufficient number of ICC members
interested in partaking in this course, and so Saturday 17th
November 2007 has been tentatively booked as a group booking
(12 places). Please contact the Vice Commodore soonest if you
are interested, preferably by email. 

The NMCI also offer Yachtmaster Courses – Offshore and Ocean.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Year Month Date Event

2007 May 26th North Region Rally, Gigha 

June 2nd East Region Rally to Arklow 

August 11th South Region rally in
Baltimore/Sherkin 

Sept/Oct (TBC) Autumn rally on the 
Canal du Midi, France 

October 13th South Region rally
to East Ferry 

November 3rd Committee meeting in Tralee 

November 9th Meeting of South Region
members at RCYC 

December 1st South Region Christmas
dinner at KYC 

Year Month Date Event

December 7th East Region Christmas lunch
at the RStGYC 

December 8th North Region Christmas
lunch at RUYC

2008 January 5th Committee and election of
new members meetings 

February 8th Committee meeting and AGM
at the National Yacht Club 

March 7th Committee meeting at
Marriott Druid’s Glen,
Wicklow 

March 8th Annual Dinner at Marriott
Druid’s Glen, Wicklow 

Revised: 28/2/07
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The Basque Cruise in Company
by Ann Clementson 

By Thursday 21st June 2006 most of the fleet of 29
boats had gathered in the marina at Hondaribbia, which
is in NE Spain, the Basque country, and adjacent to
Hendaye in France across the estuary. The excellent new
marina has water and electricity on its pontoons and
there is plenty of room for manoeuvring. The sun shone
as we drank Rioja on the Commodore’s boat Island Life.
The cruise had started as we meant it to continue! The
noise level increased as bottles emptied. We caught up
with friends and made new ones. Later, the crowd
dispersed, some to eat on board whilst others bravely
made their way into the town, about a mile distant, to
find some local food. 
Friday started dull and wet. At 1230 the skippers ‘booked in’ and
collected a very nice document bag, and nametags that could be
read easily without the need for specs! The little cafe? at the
marina gates did good business at lunchtime and well into the
afternoon. Later on many of us wandered around and explored the
old town. It perches on a hilltop and is girdled by enormous walls.
It is full of atmosphere. A huge battle-scarred castle looms over it
– it is now a Parador where some of David Fitzgerald’s friends
stayed. In the narrow streets nearby, the glassed-in balconies of
houses almost touch overhead, making the streets even darker
and more mysterious. The glazing in the balconies is absolutely
essential in the local rainy climate. Everyone here carries an
umbrella!! In the evening some of us again walked the mile or so
to the restaurant for the opening dinner of the rally, but some
people had ordered taxis – plural. It turned out that there was
only one taxi in the town, which caused an unseemly rush!
However everyone eventually arrived at the restaurant Almeda
where after a small delay in getting a drink we had a wonderful
meal of many courses. We sat at big tables which mixed the crews
well so that we all met people we hadn’t previously known – a
great idea. 

Saturday was a lovely morning. Joan Nicholson recommended the
beach for a swim, so a group went off to try it. The sea was
actually quite warm and very refreshing and the beach was
immaculately clean. Some boats sailed about 7 miles over to the
bay at St Jean de Luz in France for lunch and then booked into
Hendaye for the night. It is a nice friendly place and the marinero
welcomed the influx of the Irish warmly. The pontoons have water
and power, though the visitor’s jetty is very difficult to jump onto.
There is a good selection of restaurants nearby. 

Sunday was market day in the square at Hendaye – it had all sorts
of lovely fruit and vegetables, bread, spices, olives, meat,
chickens, cooked food and clothing for sale. We left Hendaye, in
thunder and lightning, to motor west to Zumaia for the second leg
of the Rally. It was a horrid trip with heavy rain and lumpy seas.
We found a new marina pontoon waiting for us – sadly it had no
power and water. It wasn’t an evening for going out and so most
folk ate on board. 

We were up early on Monday for an 8.15 start to our trip inland
to the Rioja wine region. When we eventually got away we had an
interesting journey southwards in two coaches through green-
wooded mountainous country, and then on through fields of

golden grain and eventually to the vineyards – about 3 hours
travelling, tho’ the time passed quickly. We arrived at the town of
La Guardia. One coach load went to look at the town whilst the
other stayed to learn about the wine in the Villa St Lucia. We
drove to the villa up an avenue of clipped olive trees. It’s a sort
of museum of wine where they simulated the sights and sounds of
winemaking. We all enjoyed the smell tests where you pulled a
lever and then had to guess the smell. What fun! The groups then
changed places. It was fiesta in the town, beginning with a
special Mass in the wonderful old church. Then some young bulls
were loosed to run along the main street where they were teased,
and avoided, by teams of the local lads, smartly turned out in
various costumes. We got caught in the middle of all this! After
we had admired the beautiful gateway in the church we were
wandering back to the coach when we suddenly realised that we
were shut in with the bulls! We managed to get a barrier opened
just in time and stayed to watch the fun for a while.

Back at the Villa St Lucia – we were able to taste some wines (four
young reds and one white) which raised the noise level
considerably (no spitting out for us). We were able to buy wine at
the villa and carried it back to the boats in the coaches. We ate
lunch in a magnificent white marquee. It was an excellent multi-
coursed feast, accompanied by two of the wines we had tasted.
The whole visit had been splendidly organised by David Nicholson.
After lunch one coach returned to Zumaia but the other stayed on
to allow people to watch a World Cup football match in a bar.
Others wandered around the town and many members were seen
on the dodgem cars – what fun! (It must be reported that the
Commodore showed a very mean steelyeyed streak when behind
the wheel!) We were quite late back in Zumaia that evening. 

On Tuesday it was wet yet again! Ron and Anne Cudmore
recommended a lovely walk up overlooking the town of Zumaia
where we could see the sea on one side and the town on the
other. We all lunched in the restaurant Marina Berni only a short
distance from the boats (hallelujah!). This was yet another
wonderful food-athon. Afterwards Anne Cudmore tried to raise
some support for a kayak trip up the river (it’s that frontier thing)
but there were no takers.. That evening singing rang out over the
marina as the Cork contingent found its voice. 

On Wednesday (27th June) the fleet split up somewhat. Some
yachts (Island Life, Starfire, Faustina II, Concerto, Twayblade,
and one or two others) moved off to Bermeo – and some of those
squeezed into the tiny inner harbour. There was no electricity or
water, but there was also no charge to use the small pontoons.
More are being installed and they will have all the amenities.
Bermeo is a big fishing port and the sea is not very clean, though
the harbour is full of character. It’s an interesting place – a
working town with few concessions to tourism, but none the
worse for that. Tall multi-coloured buildings cling to the steep
hillsides. A few boats went into San Sebastian (ensuring that their
courtesy flag was the Basque version!) 

Most of the fleet met up again on Thursday, this time in Bilbao
after having motored there in grey, wet and windless conditions.
We met up in the marina in the southern most part of the harbour
belonging to the Real Club Maritimo del Abra. This is a great
marina with electricity, water, trolleys, two swimming pools and
wonderful showers. In charge was Alvarez, – a tall, competent,
charming (the word ‘gorgeous’ was used by at least one lady!),
helpful – and English speaking. He was tireless in sorting out all
our problems. 

The Basque Cruise
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Next morning at 1000 most of us joined the coaches that took us
to the Guggenheim Museum. The excellent guide on the bus was
full of enthusiasm about the regeneration work being done on the
riverbanks en route to the city. The museum is amazing place –
an artistic endeavour in itself. The exterior is made of titanium
sheets and there are no right angles. As we arrived it seemed to
be floating on a cloud, an effect caused by a machine (another
work of art) that creates a fine mist. The guide talked a lot about
the building and its interior before we were given a two-hour tour
of the exhibition itself. The exhibition on show, Russo, was good.
It encompassed Russian art from the 11th century until today.

We all made our own way back to the marina and the obvious way
was by using the excellent Metro. Some stopped near the marina
to visit and to walk over the Transporter bridge from which there
is a fine view across the harbour and south to the city. The local
people are rightly very proud of the bridge. 

The final dinner of the rally was held that evening in the
magnificent RCMA yacht club building. During the pre-prandial
drinks session some members were heard to complain that the
drinks were too large – a most uncommon complaint in the ICC!
We then sat down to an enormous multi-course feast with all the
wine one could drink – and more perhaps. The meal was clearly
well enjoyed and the noise level was high! Later the club

commodores exchanged speeches and gifts, and thanks were
expressed to all those concerned with the rally. 

Then the entertainment began! All home grown in Ireland. What
a talented bunch of members we have. Margaret Casey played the
violin with verve and élan, accompanied by Brendan O’Callaghan
from Brandon Rose. Eddie Rea treated us to a cruise with the
Calabar, Freda Hayes took us to Argentina, and Mary O’Keefe to
Tralee, while James O’Sullivan had us in fits with his stories. We
also joined in the ‘Holy Grail’ and ‘The Fields of Athenry’ – without
which no Cruising Club ‘hooly’ would be complete. The evening
ended at 4am – and so did the Rally 

The next day, Friday 29th June, the sun returned from its holiday.
We all recovered in our own way though many enjoyed the sun at
the swimming pool. Over the next day or so the yachts dispersed,
some to go home, some to continue their voyage along the
Atlantic coasts north or south – but all with crews that will
remember a great cruise (despite the continuing grey weather),
beautifully organised. Our thanks to Grainne FitzGerald and her
excellent team of helpers. She did a marvellous job, always
helpful, pleasant and calm.

Everything seemed to go exactly according to plan. We all
thoroughly enjoyed it. It was a very stylish affair in the true spirit
of the ICC. 

April 2007
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The Club’s Flags and Burgees
The Club’s rules approved at the AGM included new criteria for the club’s flags and burgees. Some of the descriptions previously
included were incorrect or had been ignored when the flags were made. The new descriptions have now been translated into drawings
which should be used by our flag makers when producing new stock. The drawing of the Fastnet LH has been revised to make it more
closely resemble the real thing. It is accepted that when converted to flags, the Fastnet LH image will be less well defined than
shown on the drawings. The ‘templates’ for the flags etc are as follows: 

Club burgee (ratio 2:1)
Red = R:193, G:23, B:8

Club ensign (ratio 2:1)
Green = R:0, G:96, B:64
Orange = R:215, G:22
Blue = R:2, G:5, B:60  

Commodore’s burgee
(Ratio 3:2)

Vice Commodore’s burgee
(Ratio 3:2)

Rear Commodore’s burgee
(Ratio 3:2)

Former Commodore
(Ratio 3:2)

Former Vice Commodore
(Ratio 3:2)

Former Rear Commodore
(Ratio 3:2)

ICC House Flag (Ratio 3:2)

Trans-Oceanic Pennant
(Ratio 10:1)
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Notes from the North
James Nixon

The ICC winter has been fairly quiet here, in contrast to some wild
and stormy weather. The Club Annual appeared as always in time
for Christmas. The Northern Members activities featured
prominently and congratulations to the recipients of the various
Challenge Cups, especially new “scribes” Harold & Vivienne Boyle,
John Madden and Ian Stevenson. We expect all members to send
some item to the Annual, so please get writing, composing or
photographing for 2007. 

The Northern Committee met on two occasions: to deliberate on
local issues and to assess all candidates for Club membership. We
are delighted that Tony Weston and Derek Jones from the North
were later elected, and we look forward to their participation in
Club activity.

The Club Rules have undergone a lengthy revision and the new
form was accepted at the recent AGM in Howth. The Regional
subcommittees are now properly constituted and will report to the
Committee, with what we fervently hope are short and succinct
minutes. The new Northern “Flag” is Connla Magennis and I wish
him well as Rear Commodore. He comes to the post with great
experience in racing, cruising and administration of our sport. 

The Northern Members Winter Meeting was held in Royal Ulster
Yacht Club on Saturday 2nd December 2006, and amongst other
items we agreed that we wish Peter Ronaldson to be the next
“Northern” Commodore to succeed Cormac McHenry at the AGM in
2008. Peter has his hands full as Vice Commodore of RUYC at
present, and particularly with that Club’s involvement with the
2007 America’s Cup in Valencia. We hope running the ICC will be
a dawdle in comparison!

The Northern Christmas Luncheon after the Meeting was a lively
affair with 82 members and guests present, including Commodore
Cormac and Archivist Barbara. Their social duties at this time are
onerous, with all four Regions vying for their attendance. 

National Maritime College tour

After lunch there was debate regarding the most senior attendees.
After further research I can declare that former Commodore
Michael McKee was most senior, being a member since 1962. Also-
rans included Hugh Kennedy (1963, another former Commodore
and Honorary member) and J Russell O’Neill (1964). It was good
to see Maura Pritchard at the lunch. She was elected in 1966, the

same year as her recently-deceased husband Marshall. Peter
Ronaldson (1967) completes an impressive group of very
experienced cruising people. 

Good sailing to you all in 2007 and I hope we’ll see you at Gigha
in May when Derek White has organised our Rally. 

Notes from the South 
David Tucker, Vice Commodore 

South Region Christmas Dinner 2006: 
The South Region held their 2006 Christmas Dinner at the Royal
Cork Yacht Club on Sat 8th December. This was a very successful
event with over eighty people sitting down to a dinner. It was
delightful to see so many familiar and some unfamiliar faces
enjoying the friendship of the evening. We were delighted to
welcome the Commodore who presented Hugh Mockler, Admiral of
the RCYC with a copy of our Annual. Hugh in turn presented the
Commodore with a copy of ‘A History Of the Royal Cork Yacht Club’,
which for those who have not seen this book, will find it a
stunning publication. We would like to thank the Royal Cork for
making us so very welcome 

Annual Dinner 2007, Excursions: 
Cobh Heritage Centre and Midleton Distillery: 
Sixteen went and found Cobh Heritage Centre fascinating and very
well documented about the plight of the Irish in the convict ships
and later in the famine ships and then the equally sad but more
comfortable emigration in the steam liner. It was from Cobh that
the ill fated Titanic left. After the melancholy of Cobh, it was
onward to Midleton where at the Old Midleton Distillery they were
guided through the history and production of Irish whiskey ending
with a tasting of the Uisce Beatha. 

National Maritime College:
The excursion to the National Maritime College of Ireland proved
very popular on the Saturday of the AGM, with 97 people visiting
the College, where they were shown the very many areas and
diversities all related to the training of seagoing professionals. In
getting the visit underway, Lt. Com. Brian Fitzgerald of the Naval
service gave an illuminating brief address on the history and
coming together of the College. To get the benefit of seeing all
the facilities, the group was broken into four parties, each with
its own staff leader. Then it was off to the pool where with waves,
wind, rain, lightning and darkness we were shown the type of
exercises that take place in these conditions. From there it was off
to see the many other areas of the college including electronics,
chartwork, engines of all different types, radio communications,
fire drill, life boats, etc. etc. The culmination and highlight of the
tour was on to the simulators where, with its 360° projection
facility from the fully working bridge very real conditions were
experienced, with some members ‘driving’ the ship. Dare we report
that one august member succeeded in t-boning one of our naval
vessels, having narrowly missed an iceberg, with tremendous
reality !! After a really enjoyable lunch in what is a wonderful
facility the group returned to the hotel for the evening activities. 

Sailing News – All Regions
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Notes from the East Coast 
Spring 2007
John P Bourke

For a few, the 2007 has already commenced. Cuilaun having sailed
down from Maine, Michael O’Flaherty and Brian Smullen cruised on
her in the islands north of Grenada. This is most fortunate for
myself and some other old Cuilaun hands who have been given
her for the Antigua Classic Regatta in late April. Cuilaun will thus
attempt to regain the trophy she won in 2005. She does not
however, expect to again grace the cover of the Club Annual. That
is a once in a lifetime honour. The main aim of those on board
will be to return this beautiful yacht unaltered. 

In May, the youthful foursome of Brian Hegarty, Peter Bunting,
Bud Bryce and I have chartered a boat in the Greek Islands of the
Northern Sporades. Despite parting with his legendary Oleander of
Howth, happily Brian thus will continue his long exploration of
Mediterranean waters. There can be few if any who know and have
logged them more comprehensively. 

Bernard Corbally and Ann Woulfe-Flanagan will also continue their
adventures in the Eastern Med in Beowulf as will Terry Johnson,
who hopes to winter Nyabo in Turkey having cruised from Levkas
in Eastern Greece. Other Med sailors Bill and Hilary Keatinge have
had Rafiki transported over land to Holland, and will carry on
from there in more Northern waters, as will Pat and Brenda
Brannigan in bringing their new Nordwest 420 home from Sweden.
Alan McGettigan will sail Wolfhound round from the North of
Spain to Lisbon, while others like Brian McManus in Voyager
having been to the rally in Spain last year, will amble quietly
down to Brittany. I was particularly struck by one proposed cruise
in Irish waters by Brendan Bradley and Ivor Cherry in Afar V1.
They plan a circumnavigation as many do, but lasting over several
months as opposed to weeks; what a delightful prospect. 

The trend towards “Cruises in Company” continues. Examples are
the Celtic Group who had 23 boats on their trips around the Irish
Sea last year, and when last heard already had 14 entries for this
June, finishing up in Dun Laoghaire in time for regatta week in
mid July. Many of the waterfront Clubs are running events, to
Conway, Kilmore Quay, Carlingford and other farther flung places.
The Classic Malts Cruise tempted 8 boats from Dun Laoghaire in
2006, and is repeated in mid July. A trip on the canals of
Burgundy in September is muted. All this is most exciting and
worth encouraging, both for hardened veterans and for others
setting out to discover the delights of our splendid pastime. 

In the early 60’s, a painting of the famous, and one time royal
yacht, Bloodhound, under sail against the background of the
Fastnet Rock, came on the market. Jack Kelly-Rogers, renowned
aviator and ICC member, thought that the Club should have it.
John Player & Sons were persuaded to present it, which they duly
did at the annual dinner in Cork. Most members were grateful, but
others thought that sponsorship by a tobacco company was not
ideal. There was a certain amount, I am reliably told, of wine
fuelled argument and even an unsuccessful swing or two. In due
course order was restored and we kept the picture. It hangs today
in the Royal Irish In Dunlaoghaire opposite the library, where our
own library also is kept. It is a fine picture and worth a visit to
view and enjoy a sense of ownership.

Notes from the Western Region
David Whitehead, Rear Commodore 

The West Region Christmas dinner was held at the Merriman Hotel
in Kinvara on 9th December last and was attended by over sixty
members and guests – the latter included three of the Club’s four
Blue Water Medal winners including Honorary member Cdr. Bill
King , now in his 98th year. By all accounts it was a successful
and enjoyable evening. Jarlath Cunnane, Paddy Barry and nearly
all of the crew of Northabout attended as guests of the club and
finally got their hands on the Fastnet Award. 

2007 looks like being a busy season for Western members with a
lot of cruising plans being developed. 

Michael Craughwell reports being up to his oxters working on a
complete re-fit of his Jongert 20s which he bought Oct 2005 in
Marmaris Turkey. All going well he should be out by mid April and
bound for Istanbul and, if time permits, into the Black Sea for a
while. Then he plans to head west through the Greek Islands, to
Sicily, Sardinia, Menorca, Palma and on to the Spanish coast
finishing in Sotogrande sometime in Aug. Then in Oct he will
spend a few weeks getting ready for an Atlantic crossing taking in
Madiera, Tenerife, Cape Verdes and aiming to be in Barbados for
Christmas. John Cunningham reports he plans to spend three
weeks with Michael in the Med. in May after which he plans to join
him again in November for the transatlantic. 

Donal Morrissey with his co owners Barry Heskin and Jim Grealish
are going down soon to Rebound, their Mayflower 48 ketch, to
take her from Albufeira, in The Algarve, where she wintered, on a
short jaunt up the Guadalquivir to see the cigarette makers of
Seville. Later Donal will deliver her to Galicia where the boys and
their families intend to explore the Rias of Galicia during the
school holidays.

Peter Haden, aboard Papageno, plans on departing Ballyvaughan
in early June for the north coast of Galicia and then to slowly work
his way west and south to Bayona visiting as many of the lesser
known anchorages and harbours as possible. In August he is
signed up for the bi-annual “IX Rally Bayona-Finisterre” and later
will return home after a diversion to Falmouth and The Isles of
Scilly. 

Peter Haden chats with Paddy Barry 

The Galway Lotophagi with ICC members Fernie, O’Toole and
Tyaransen amongst others, will be cruising in early May around the
Ionian Islands in Greece, hopefully after a leisurely passage up the
Gulf of Corinth from Pireus. The have transited the Gulf in past
years but have never had time to give it sufficient attention. This
year Lepanto, Galaxidi and Missolonghi beckon. The pre-cruise

April 2007
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meetings indicated that this might be something of a literary epic
with various mentions of Cervantes, GK Chesterton, Durrell and
Homer being actively spoofed about. O’Toole has now access to
two cine cameras – he grandly talks of “second units” and covets
a proper clapper board. Apparently their plans also call for a
transit of the Corinth canal and visits to Zakynthos, Ithaca and
Cephalonia. This year they are to be joined by Peter Tattersall from
the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club. 

Tom Foote and Jack McCann are planning to bring Picnic back to
Galway from Almerimar leaving in April. 

Andy McCarter wintered Gwili 3 is in drydock in Ardossan to be
relaunched in late April or early May. He overcame the Irish winter
blues by taking two weeks vacation in Cuba in mid January where
he chartered a 47’ Oceanis out of Cienfuegos on the South West
coast. A marvelous time was had with beautiful weather in truly
the most pristine and unspoiled waters he has ever had the
pleasure to sail in. Lack of shops made normal food and supplies
scarce but the local fishermen saw to it that they didn’t go hungry.
Each evening they came alongside and offered fresh lobster, shrimp
and snapper (freshly caught using snorkel and spear-gun) which
once selected they barbequed and served “sur la plancha” at the
incredible cost of around a euro a head. Andy reports Cuba is
unique and truly amazing. It is like being thrown back 50 years but
if home comforts and fast efficient service are requirements then
it’s probably not for you. The local people were tremendously
friendly and welcoming in every instance. In the ten days charter
they didn’t come across one other yacht and at nighttime the clear
sky and total darkness was something to experience and which
they will never forget. Andy says he hopes to return but suspects
he saw it in a pristine state for the last time. Vera Quinlan and
Peter Owens spent much of the winter of 2004/5 in Cuba and were
similarly impressed. (A pity he didn’t take any photos !! Ed.) 

Northabout crew – Jarlath inspects the trophy – Paddy cringes.

Aodhan Fitzgerald is hoping to charter a boat in France to do
some relaxed cruising around la Rochelle and the islands with the
family, and will probably do some exploring off our own west coast
later in the season. 

Brendan Travers has a busy season ahead starting with a delivery
cruise of a friend’s boat from Nieuwport to Kinsale, then delivering
(by land) his son’s quarter-tonner to and from Cowes for the World
Championships, finishing up with an eight week cruise of Irish Sea,
Isle of Man and Clyde Estuary, wintering in Scotland or else finishing
up with a completion of the Round Ireland circuit next season. 

Brian Kenny repors that Tam O Shanter is in Rossbrin Boatyard West
Cork being awlgripped, and having all the tired woodwork replaced.
He is moving her to a new berth on the Portmagee Channel between
Valentia Island and the mainland where she will be moored 50
metres offshore from his new waterfront house. (We are looking
forward to the housewarming party Brian-Ed.). Brian is looking
forward to cruising in the new area after ten years based in Fenit.
This year he hopes to cruise the English Channel , Isles of Scilly and
Brittany as well as exploring his new locality. Tom Clifford late of
The Kerries Tralee has sadly passed away. He retained his Nicholson-
35 until the end despite deteriorating health. He was a tough sailor
who specialised in cooking in atrocious conditions would himself
eat like a trencherman whatever the conditions. His passing is the
end of an era in Tralee sailing. 

Duncan Whitehead plans an expedition to explore the upper
reaches of Lough Corrib aboard the lifting keel Cat Ketch Foam.
Your scribe, (his father) plans to deliver Foam to the Corrib in
conjunction with participating in the Annual Cong to Galway Rally
run by the Corrib Rowing Club in June. After recovering Foam from
the lake David hopes to make a very slow circuit of Ireland aboard
Joyster which was laid up in Askeaton in anticipation of her first
season in home waters. 

Duncan Whitehead’s Foam at Kinvara

Frank Larkin’s reports he has no cruising plans as yet as his main
source of cruising over the last 10 years has dried up – two good
friends who had yachts based in the Med for many years have sold
and not replaced them which Frank considers very inconsiderate.
(Will Frank now have to consider buying his own boat ? – Ed.)

Olaf Tyaransen advises that Galway Harbour Board are expecting to
submit detailed planning for the new harbour development in April
or May – this plan is rumored (hoped?) to include better facilities
for yachts in some portion of the New Dock or Dun Aengus Dock. 

Jarlath Cunnane reports that work will be starting soon on
dredging Inishbofin harbour and will continue throughout the
summer. The dredging operation will be done with a suction
dredger and the dredged material will be pumped ashore via a
floating pipeline. Mariners are advised to anchor well clear of the
dredging operations. When complete, the inner harbour will
provide a more secure, deeper anchorage for visitors. In addition
to the dredging works, a new slipway will be constructed at the
west side of the old pier, and the old pier will be resurfaced.

Best wishes to all Members for a great cruising summer!

Sailing News – All Regions
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Irish Cruising Club
newsletter

Irish Cruising Club’s 
Annual Dinner in Cork
Photographs by John Clementson

Meta Tucker, Clayton Love and Marjorie Baker

Sheila-May Sharp, Brian Smullen and Joyce Robertson

Willy Ker and Barbara McHenry

Anita Little and Cliff Hilliard

Sheena Jolley and David O’Morchoe

Christopher Thornhill with Bob Drew

Annual Dinner
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Willy Ker, Cdr Michael Coleman and James Nixon

Cdr Michael Coleman and Cormac McHenry

Willy Ker

Bob Drew, Barbara McGonagle and Arthur Baker

Brian Cudmore, Helena Courtney, Brian Craig and Eleanor

David Park and Ann Clementson
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April 2007

Send news and photographs of gatherings to: editor@irishcruisingclub.com
Irish Cruising Club Website: www.irishcruisingclub.com

Hon. Editor Noel Casey: 087 258 1805
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