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Hopefully, by the time vou read this, "Island Life™ will ha an her way from her winter —LRpENET
berth tn oin cur Basque Country Cruise which will be our major event for 2004, 1t is fully
subscribed, 33 yachts and about 150 members and friends will meet fer what we hope
will Ee & most enjoyzble and relaxing event. Over the eight
days only three events are planned, the total distance to be
covered is small and the coastlineg, not as wall known to us as
the Eias, is lovely - providing nurmerous bays for anchoring
and explering and marinas for each of the functions.

For the many others nol caming to Spain, | wish good cruising
rwhatever part of the glabe that may be. | arm net aware that
any cruisas of the Morthwest or Pure Magie style are planned
for this year Jusi as well, because some members were
beginning 1o feel that unless they too sailed rorth or south of
70 deg. they were nat really with iL, Absolutely not. Our Club is
for those whose lime and resources limit what they can
achieve and it is these achievements that we want to read
abaut in this years Anrual | would hope that many, it not all
of you, will respond to rmy urges in the last Newsletter to keep
notes, take phategraphs, submit a log, or at leasl & Dune’
Ditty. You get great enjoyment from reading of cther
member’s explaits - contributa your own!

Much cammities time has beer spent over the wanler on tha
draft revision of the rulas, which will be circulated belore the
end of the year for your input before being proposed for
adoption at the AGM in 2007, This will be a “tidying up”
rev sian and nathing wiltl be proposed which would alterin any
way the ethos of the Club which has evelved ovar the past 6
yEars.

Many menbers may be dismayed that the cormmittee has
limitec the number of naw members who may be elected naxt
year to a maximum of five. This is becauss with the election of
over twerly this year, we exceeded the maximum number
permitted under the rules. To try and maks more room, the
cormmittes urge all members, and in particula- all thase who
have proposed and seconded applicantz over the years, o
consider whether or not those persons are still interestad in
the Club. Peoples interests change over time and we know
that a substantial number of whose names are n o our
membership List have not participatad and have na interest in the Club. If they can be
aoproached and it be suggestad that they consider resigning, more ream could be
ereated for new, active memberz, But it is not intended to draflt any rule that could he
used to sesk resignations, each of you as mambers will be aware of the present level of 1953% gt the Westerm Members Chrstrnas
interast of triends or nominees and would be the best person to raise gertly and Diarer gt Durly MNelly's Restaurant, Co. Clare
sensitively the guestion of their continued membership.

Top: Kevin OFarrell and Cde Bill King share
experiences of their transatiantic pastoges in the

Akove: Ed Wheeler aboard "soilla Verna” - Paps of

| wish yvou all fair winds, qood cruising and gastranemic delights in the seasan just :
1 4 4 ? | : Duirg in the background
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