Irish Cruising Club

May 2000

hewsletter

Haon. Editor Adrian Stokes, 20 Grand Parade, Cork. Tel 021 277622

COMMODORE’S COMMENTS - SPRING 2000

As T write these my first comments, [
have just finished thumbing through
the annual for the umpieenth time, and
I mever cease to be amazed by the
quality of the cruises featured there.

Four in the Med, three to Arctic
waters, ane transatlantic, another in the
Pacific Islands and two in the Baltic,
as well as many excellent cruises on
the Irish Coast, Scotland. England and
France.

Thers were of course many other fine
creises completed which unfortunately
did not make the pages of the annual. It
is u pity people do not make more use
of the Dunnes ditties, a0 that we have a
further record of the clubs cruzing
activitica. I am afraid 1 was one of the
culprits, but am tryving 10 make up for
it by including some notes for ihis
newsletter.

Incidentally, | recerved a copy of their
newsletter from our good friends, the
RE.C.C. and T most say their crussing
aclivates are AWesome.

I understand that their membership is
guite a bit smaller than ours but they
de of course have a vast vachting
population upon which they can draw
membership.

I was allowed to sit in on the election
meeting chaired by my predecessor
Michael McKee, and was  most
impressed with the mnew election
system that was uwsed. A system of
points awarded for certain desirable
criteria for membership.

It was, in fact, the first time 1 have
seen’ put down in writing a set of
standards wprom which new members
should be judged, and guite rightly it
highlighted a candidate’™s cruising
background and his standards - of
seamanship and navigation. and what
i almost more important is his

cruising aspirations for the future.

I will be proposing to the commities
that these should be muke available 1o
all members.,

Incidentally Club rule 5 (xiv) states
that the eomimittee shall attempt in its
ahzolute discretion to provide for the
enCOUragement af FOUNZEr
membership

There seems to be a feeling among
members thal younger refers to anyone
under fifty. The intention was in fact
that it should be something like half
that age, and suitable candidates have
not been coming forward.

It would be mice o see ¢very area
putting forward at least one candidote
in this category this year, We already
have one in mind for the West.

1 am sure all plans for the coming
season will be will advanced by the
time this newsletter 15 published,

I umderstand a good many will be
joining with the R.C_C. and C.C.A. for
the C.C_C.'s Classic Malts Millenniom
Cruise,

Tt Tooks like 8 lot of fun and T am
delighted to say that it has been
instrumentil in getting me to break my
habit of heading south for the sun.
I ook forward 1o seeing vou there.

Thers are some very impressive
cruizes by members in the pipeline for
the next couple of seasons. Secrecy
prevents me from menticning them in
these notez, Certainly one of them
must be the worst kept secret around.

Good Lok and fair sailing to all of gou.




CrUiSing the PaiS VﬂSCO (The Basque Country)

Having paid brief visits to
this arca while on passage
during previous cruises, it
has always been my intention
to spend more time and visit
several of the harbours on
this  beautiful
which is only 80 miles long

coastline

and has about sixteen

reasonable harbours.

The area is well covered in Rohbin
Brandon's ‘South Biscay Filot”. Some
of these Harbowrs might not be
accessible in heavy onshore weather, but
there are sufficient aliemative harbours
available giving pood security in the
unusaal event of meeting bad weather
during a summer cruise.

The coast has acquired unjustified
notoriety which originates from the
sailing ship days when square rigged
ships that had no engines could not go 1o
windward in heavy weather and were in
fear of getting embayed in strong
westerly weather.

In order to encourage others to visit this
lovely aren [ give hercunder some pen
pictures of places we visited in 1999
after smling down from Isle d'Oleron
where we had left “White Heather"for a
year in 9809,

Bilbaso:-

A large industrial city but has two
marinas in pleasant coastal suburbs, We
had an introduction o the Real Club
Maritimo del Abra. Try 1o get into their
maring and contact the Capitan del
Marina speaks  perfect  Eaglish
(unusualy. Palatal Club - swimming
pool, good restaurants, bars  and
swimming, Easy access to city by Metro

(visit Ciuggenheim Museum). Marina
charge high bt worth ir,

Mundaca:-

Magic fittle harbowr most of which dries
out. Raft up on fore end aft moonngs
with local boats in deep part. Sandy
Estuary. lots of beaches. Houtly trains to
Bilbap {1 houwr) and io Guernica (2{)
mins). Geemica is location of Basque
autemonons  government, Bombed by
Crermans ond Ialisns during the civil
war, (First air attack om g civilian
population). Subject of Proasso’s most
famous peinting. Historic town worth &
wvigit, Do not mind pilot ook which says
o get @ pikod from Bermeo for ficst visit
to Mundeca. Access is easy at high tide
in settled weather following the sketch
in the Pilat book. Mo charge.

Elonxove:-

Beantiful linle harbour nesthng omder
the town built on & cliff face. Great little
restaurant selling large portions of fresh
fish straight from the sed. No charge.

Lequeiti:-

Fite harbour - Fishing and tourist
centre. Mice water front. Go alongside
just inzide South Cuay wall, Convenient
beach. Restawrants. A good place o
prolong vour visit for a few days, No
charge.

Mutrico:-
Mainly a fishing part, again with town

hanging owver harboor, Anchor in
harbour or raft up to local boats on fore

and aft buoys. Allraclive narrow
winding strects. Al facilities. No
chiarge.

Guctaria:-

Marina and buoys in harbour. Marina
full. moor to booys. No charge. Make

pilgrimage 0 stitue of Juan Sebastian
Elcano - the first man to sail around the
world in 1522, a native of Guotaria
Agtroctve town with good restsurants
overlooking harhour and beaches,

San Sebastian:-

Fine posh city. No roomedn little harbsour.
Not a great place with Northerly winds
a5 best anchorage or Mooning off Yacht
Club exposed, Anchoring in lee of Santa
Clare Island involves long dinghy trip
actoss exposed water 1o et to city. Be
sure to check in with Yacht Club
secrefary and gt a pass, or else lackeys
don’t want to know you if using club at
night. Good restaurant = book, Normal

maoing charge.
St Jean de Loz (France ji-

5till in the Basque country. A magical
trendy  tourist  resorl,  Excellem
restaurants and streel entertainment. A
large harbour but | have always got a
berth in the small Marina at Cibowre
convenient to town and beach. A pood
place to see your ‘Pelota’ {a must). The
fastest ball game in the world (Coinness

Book of Recordsy Normal/High
moaring charge.
Tasid Fobzlecald
Mareh 1000
AN APPEAL FRONM THE
HONORARY COMPILER
OF THE SAILING
DIRECTIONS

I would appeal 1o all members who
arg cruising around Ireland to let me
know of any ervars or amendments Lo
the Sailing Directions. We will
probably be re-printing the South and
West Volume soon, and we would
wanl [0 get any comections into the
new version.  You may phone or fax
mee at 023-49610 ar you may c-mail
me 2t johnpeich @eircom. net.




NOTES ON CRUISING TO THE MEDITTERANEAN

ROUTE

You have two options sailing down to the
Mediterranean. You can either day-hop the
whole way or you can do a straight mip
down to Finisterre. 'We opted for the day-
hopping, and the only night we have spem
at sea was from Cork Harbour to Cameret.
We left Cork on the 15th of May in 199§
and we dav-hoppad right down the French
copst o Bayonne, and then along the MNorth
coast of Spain o Galicia, and so on down
the Portugeese Coast o Vilamours, where
we hauled her out. and leht for home on the
Ath of Augest. This was earlier than |
wiiild have lﬂse:L bt 1t WHS hcnusc a0
of the family had come home. and Deirdre
wanted o get back to them. The boal was
mainly crewed by Deirdre and movself,
wlthough we did have vigitors come oul
every now and again. [ can soy, without a
shadow of doubt, thet it was the most
enjovable cruise 1 have ever had, As we
went down the French coast, we started
meeting the same people in all different
ports, and then we would mest them again
in some other poct furiher on. By the tme
we amived down in Galicia, we had come
1o knew eight or nine boats very well, and
it wits a maost social und enjoyable cruise.
The great thing about it wasg that, all the
way down 1o Vilamoura, we were dealing
with real pecple end real towns and
villages. You will see that, once you get
o the Medileranen, vou are dealing
with concrete jungles and the holiday
crovwd.

The Poruguess Coast was new to us, and
we flew down there with the Portuguese
Mortherlies, There are regsonable ports
bt avery 30 or 40 miles, except for the
last hop arcund the corner which is B
miles from Sines o Lagos. [ am glad that
we went to Milamoara, becaose of the
MecKays and getting these jobs done, but it
would have been better to have continned
o aato the Mediterranean and put her up in
some place like Almerimar so that we
would have had a bettar start for the
follwing year.  Unfortunately, as 1 said.
we had to get home early in Angust. Om
wop of all this, we never really enjoyed
night sailing. Frem WVillamoora to
Gibraltar was very pleasant, and it was the
first time [ had come across unny-nets,
They are massive and, | believe, would
stop a small coaster. Gibraltar T really
enjoyed, bl from there up to Formentern
wis not my type of croising, because of the
places we were going to, like Costa del Sol
and Costza Brava. The Balearics are all
right, but Formentera, in my blased
opinion. is something special,  Anyway,
the Stokes Family have a love affair with
it, and we are staying there all next year
and maybe longer. Around Palma is awful.

CREW CHANGES

This put us under mare pressure for Two
vears than anvthing else.  If wou are
coming down the French coast, ven temd
o estimate that you will be in, say, La
Rochedle, by o certain date, and that your
family. or whoever, will fly in there to
meet youn, 06 never works, You always
find that you are behind time, and that you
are under desperate pressure (o gel down
there on time. This heppened all through
1998 and toa worse extent in 1999,

I think that is why 1 am so glad to be
stationary in Formentera for the whole
year. Tam afraid my answer to anyone this
vear, 15 that if they are coming out to the
boat, they will have to ring up the week
before o find out whese we are, and they
have 1o make it from there. This is no
problem in France, as they can gel retum
flights to Paris and TGY's will bning them
anywhere in two hours.  In Spain, they
have to fly into either Madrid or Santiago,
and bus oc car hire from there on. The
Mediterranean is the worst, because the
larger airports are fairly choc-a-bloc with
(AL ETES

CHARTS

Don’t go overboard in buying chars.
Obviously vou need overall charts, but
only in comain places do vou need detailesd
charts. You must have the up-to-date Pilat
ook, amid you need detailed charts for the
rocky parts atound Brittany down as far as
La Rochelle. From there on down io
Cialicia, long-distance chirts and the Pilot
book are good enough. From Galicia
onwards, vou only need long-distance
charts, though vou might wanl ene for
Gibraltar. In the Mediterronean, it is the
same, and Imray long-distance charts are
quite good enough.

BOW THRUSTERS

I found that we used Marinas almost every
night. In very few places is it even
possible to anchor.  Certainly, the Piloo
book | hwd was telling me all about the
marvellous anchorages in the Moribhan,
but in practice, the place was full up of
moorings, and there 15 no place w0 anchor
You are forced on to Mannas, and 1 don't
need o rell you how unmanceaveable
these long-keeled boats are. I fitted & 4-
HP bowthruster made by Sleipner, and it is
ahsolutely marvellous, If it is that you will
just be by yoarselves, it will make life
very much easier and sater tor vou. [ have
fitted it where the two forward bunks
meet, It s not the ideal place for i, as it is
too close to the water-ling, and it would be
bester if it was hack a few feet to give il

more depth,  Whilst 1t does affect its
efficiency, it has always been adequate for
anything I have wonted to do. [ have
never had to use it in anger, e.g., against a
stiong lde, of @ very strong wind, and [ do
ot believe that it would work in those
conditions, wo matter where it was placed.
However, for getting in and reversing out
of all these bow-on Marinas, it is very
good. Thad it fitted by 2 couple of talented
arristeurs called Phil and Jenny McKay in
Wilamoura, They did an excellent job, and
T found them very reasonable. They also
did other jobs for me, and if you want 1w
know more about them, [ will let vou
oo,

AWNING

If you intend to he around the
Mediterranean between the middle of July
and the Middle of September, a sun
awning is essential. [ had a super one
made by 1 & F Velas in Vilamoura, They
did an excellent job, but it was expensive.
It cost IRETOD which 1 suppose is about
STGESSD, Tt is a sizesble awning with
side drops, and I am glad T got jt, The
other item that you will need 1o keep you
cool is # wind-chute for the forward hatch.

WATER HEATER

[ faned & Calorifier, and 1 removed the old
geezer from the forward heads, This is
one of the bast things | ever did, because
we now use the shower there instead of
going ashore. IF you are fitting ome, it is
esgential (o have an emersion heater fited,
You do oot have to worry too much about
water, hecanse it is on every manna, Once
vou get inie the Meditersanean, you
should not dnnk any of the water out of
your tank. Most boats use bortbed water
for drinking and for tea,

We have a wp-luading frdge which is
only just all right, but we have a small
Waco deep freezer. It is mainly used for
keeping ice which, once vouw get as far as
Galicia, can be purchased in most shops.
Surprisingly enough, we found oo jce in
Brittany or down as far as La Rochelle.
We would alse put in the odd chicken or
some meat if we were keeping it for some
days.

GENERATOR

We have a small petrol penerator for
emergencies. We have hardly ever used i,
and | wiould not spend money on one,

Continued page 4




From page 3
PAINTING AND YARNISHING

When the boat was in Vilamoura, 1
had the hull painted. It was very
cheap, because of course they have
the heat there, and do not have to pul
it under cover to paint them. 1 found
that my varnish work 1s gelling worse
and worse because of the sun, but
that is a problem we have to face,

WHERE TO WINTE

I have already spoken guite highly of
Vilamoura, b is very easy 1o get ot
through Faro. Another place that is
well spoken off and reasonable is
Almerimar. | am wintering this year
in Formenters in a nice little yard,
but I am nut coavinced that [ did the
right thing. It is very inaccessihle in
the Winter. Anyway, keep in touch
and [ will let vou know more.

AUTOMATIC PILOT

When 1 bought the boat, there was o
Cetrek 727 on board, and I fitted a

wind vane from those people in
Falmouth (second-hand). The
Automatic Pilot (Cetrek) worked so
wall that [ never used the wind-vane,
and it was an awful owisence on the

back of the boat, 1 eventually
removed it,{ and am dependent
eatirely on the Cetrck. On short

joueneys, T did not feel it was worth
having the wind vane. T know il
would  be  differsnt  if 1 was
considering crossing the Atlantic or
even going to the Avores,

COST OF LIVING

The sad fact is that, in a wowrist aren,
nothing is cheap. France, North of
Spain and Pormugal were very cheap.
but this dogs not apply Lo the
Mediterranean.  You would be far
betier off with Sterling,  Diesel is
dear, drink is very, very cheap, bt
dining out is not what you would
expect frim the other parts of Spain.

NCHORS

I purchased a Delta Anchor and when
we came [0 Bayona the Marina was

full 3¢ we put oul the Delta. We
dragged three times aml eventually
put out our Dasford and oo worked
well. T have since had considerahle
experience in the sandy snchorages
of Formentera and | have found the
Delta excellent, 1 notice all the new

metor boats and  yachis in  the
Mediterrapean have Deltas, T have
pever had aay Iock with COR

Anchors but | have greai failh in
Bruce and Danfords. Mo anchor is
perfect in all conditions.

LAUNDERETTE

The Freach Ports  all  have
launderettes often attached to Super
Markets. [t was a shock o find no
launderettes or laundries in the North
or West of Spain or the West Coast of
Portugal. The two larze Marings on
the Algarve are well serviced and as
are all the main Mediterrancan Ports
cither by way of lauwndry or self
service launderetres.

Adrian Stolles

ICC Shannon Cruise 1999

sdeways,

Above: TOC Shannon Cruise October 1999, Brendan and Famela
Bradley with Leo Cosway at the wheel. group under the hradge

Left: David MNichaokson on walch




NEWS FROM THE IRISH SAILING ASSCOCIATION

Aguaculture

The past few menths have seen the 154
becoming invalved i a considersble amount of
work to ensure that certain aguaculture
operntions do nod interfens with the nutur ight
1o enjoy our traditional sadling watess, The 15A
has @ stabed policy on mguaculiune. Suoply pal,
it declares that we expect 0 enjoy quiet
freadom of navigatiom around our coasts, in
natural havens, estuaries and inland waterazys,
Wi alee acknowledge thw sights of Heensed
muaculunsls W use the ardss and Facilizies
licenssd to them and acknowledpe that they
miy expect recreational sailoes o respect thear
legitimacy. In baurn we expect that such
nperutions will not crente 8 danger o navigation
or despoil te watess asd shoe i thelr viclnity.
It is mnclersiancdable that passions may nim high
oq such fesues, with twoe sides o every
arm,:rncnl:' Hoaever it is of the urrpLil::lril,'m stgs
that the public kave the right 1o raise ohjections
or make ary ohservalon comoeming potential
muacuiture ur\:rilliﬂns. Therefore it is
Imporant that notlces that appear in bocal
neswspapess and in Garda scstions ase chiserved,
and where mecsssary repored, Usually 28 days
are allowed  for making  objectons  or
observations, If there is reasomable couse o
object then this can be undentaken by the 154
After the “Decisdion in Principle” has been
given, a further 30 days are allowed for lodging
gn appeal. However this is an expensive and
unnecessary process if the imitial homewsark
was undenaken at the applicarion stage.

Demal Brazil has kindly agreed o act os the 10C
link witl the I5A and be would welcome your
ahservations and comments.

Safety

The 54 & continoing s deive W improve
standards of safety on lhe water by a oumber of
inirintives.

* The weekend of 15th & 16th April is
“Iatkonal Safe Boating Weekend” when the
154 wall be running 10 safery conrses in
clubs around the country. Thess coursss ane
availahbe bo all. The L5A Safety Course
certificate will be awaried for attendance.
This cenificate 15 linked o the ECHO
scherne and a free course place is availsbbe
b gach BCHO ceriificate holder. The cours:
is aimed ar giving essential safety practice
guidance, It is not just for bepinners many
expersenced sailors bave been susprised a1
hoy mich new informatiom they have
acquirad! Please book throogh the 15A
o {32800 239,

*  The 154 s mking all chubs 1o have Club
Safety Officers enrolled in - their stmcbane
for the begisning of the summer sailing
saason. The C50 will be responsible for
advising metnbers on all maness of safiey,
s far ns they apply 1o club and individual
sailing related sctvites, on asd off the
water. This will be a rewarding job very
much suited to experienced saikors, so we
biope to see many 1CC membess in the
vobuteer force!

* The RNLI have initiared o very valuahls
e service "Hen Cheok”. This mves any
sailar the oppomuity 1o bave their sofety
eguiprnent and beat chacked out with
recommEndalions a5 W any sdditions,
replacements etc, thar may beneeded. The
15A expects i work closely with the “Sea
Check” personnel 10 encourage a high
wandard of sea safery.

VHF Digital Selective Calling

As part of the GMDES nerwork, YVHF DSC has
been [l'lﬂl.'u ab all comst racdio stalpons Dmow
Trish Coast CGuerd) since 1959, Channel 700 s
the dedicated DSC chanmel amd & most pot be
used for any other purpose. Whale tse Manme
Radio Survey (ffice hos produced o WHF DSC

syllabus, the condinons for wackdng and
examining and the cost of acouisition have not
been comducive b a high uptake, This is mos
regrettahle, os the VHF DSC service is a key
part of the macitine distness petworke The 154 4
m urgent consultaton with the Department of
the Muarine 0 ensurne that the mdio certification
reghime B construcied imosuch a way that the
recrealionil boating sechors n.'r,.|||.1n:|1'v_'||L-s e

recognised and properly cstered for in the future.

Jet Skis and Fast Power Can

We'hile bee s Manisser for e Marme, D 3ichoel
Woods, T, receved mumerws subornssioms
reparcling the impact om the general erwironment of
et ki (Personad Water Crafi PWET) and fast
perwer cmfi (FPC)L As 2 mesah 2 ™ Acton Groap on
Small Powered Recreatbonsl Crafl {Including
PWICs) " was st up 0o shucy the problems arising
amd o make recommendations, Clayton Love I 14
the independent Chairman appointsd by the
MWlingsier: The 15A hos been represented o every one
o the numenous eessions held v dute, The work of
the Girougr s now drawang very closs w a
conglusion. T may  be  expected  thm
mevarmendaons will eranale reganling a pmge
of congrals inchuding those on: -

Definition of FPC and PWC Zoning Spoed
mesrichons Safery  egquipment  Compelency
centificutes. Identification Insmnes Penaltics

The final vepon shoukd be widely cinculaied and the
L5 il ke available for comsuliaticn.

b FLrevhn,
o B e

HALLBERG - RASSY 1992

Extensively
including Monitor Wind Vane Steering,
Generaor, Cuier Stay, Burglar Alarm,
Radar, GPS; Ploiter, Navtex and lots of
ather instruments. Besutiful appearance
with teak decks und coashroof, new canopy
o und interior e-upholsteeed. Stg.£135,000
gl View ashore in DunLaoghaire. For more
details; Tel: +353-1-2863261 /2800679
Email: corbullybi@eircomnet & w{@iolie

equipped  for  cruising,

ey




Among the three sisters and look at the Hook

This year the Annunl Dinner was held in the
Historse City of Waerford, where for many
veurs, shipping played such a large part, what
with the wondesrful navigahls watere provided
by the Suir, Wore and the Bamows,

With raditios the cocktail party welooming
our new Members was held at Faithlegg Houss
Haotel, Pussage Enst side of Winerford, on the
Friday evening. Cwver one hondred and eighty
Members and Guwests anended. showing how
popular this event has become ond turning aur
Amrmad Dinner inte o weekend event,

Crolf, Hill Walking and a visit to Hook Head
Lighthouse was amranped amd after meeting
cdlvers a1 the receplion of the Tower Hosel. a
proup of us hesded off o visit the Hook. The
first pant of our inum;::\_.- ok ue e I:'a“.m_:c
East, whese we relaxed in the beantitul
aumdhine on ibat Ssturday moming, while
awiting the arrival of the ferry ta Bollvhack on
the Wexfard side of the eshaory,

Then It was on through Doscannon and 1o
Hook Hesd:, Not hawing  wisited Hook
Lighthouse before, T was surprised o sge how

far Sowth Hook Head extends and is guite flat,
snd therefiore [ ihink, making it difficult 1o he
ﬂh:mnrl!:d SEH, Thl‘:“ghl‘i‘nj_l‘).‘: was hoilr in the
12th Contury asd is nine busdred vears old,
meoenlly beimg chasified a3 Heritage Cenlre,
which is hoped o be completed m Aprl ar
early Mo

We were greebed by the Vice Commodore, wha
antrosisced us 10 Tucks Tweedy, the Lighthouss
keeper aned Billy Colfer, a local Hisrozian, who
brought us around the lighthouse. He explained
thee thmae covierns 10 us, ome ghava the other, tha
ground floor cavern being the store far the
coal, which when mixed with limestone,
bummed white and bence originsied the lerm
“Limelight”, Jast inside the main entrance,
there was an opendag o tbe left, which was
beligved te be the entrunce to a chapel,
evidence of which appears on the owside of the
Tower. We were taken up the parrow clreular
stoirs, which i built im0 the three metne thick
walls of the Hghthouse in an anti-clockwise
direction, completing awer 360 degrees by the
time v reach the top. The second cavern was
the living area for the monks, who first tended
the lighthouse for centuries. Part of Uus cavemn

The National Yacht Club

The National Yacht Club is located inside the East Pier of Dun Laoghaire Harbour
and has recently installed floaring pontoons giving good shelter und shore access
at all stages of the vide. Lifting facilives for repairs are also available by
arrangement, Members of the LOC.C, are most welcoms to berth alongside when
ntaking pissage on the Insh Sen. The new pontoons have water and clectricity
tecilities amd diesel is also available. The ovemnight charge for a 307-15" vessel
¢£12. It is advisable to check with the Boathouse office first (channel 37 or
telephone 01 - 284 1483) o ensure that 3 berth is avadlable, The showers, bar and
dindng facilities are avallable 1 visitors and the club is a short walk to the town
cenire mnd DART station for aecess to Dublin city.

wak bofted or a ceiling was provided for
comifiort. The top cavern was the sleeping area,
wese evidence of small bedroom Lype roams
verre gibuated off the main cavern and indesed &
toilet was niso pravided, with 1 sheft for weaese,
running down inside the wall and out to the
sca

O top we entered the light itself, which is
flonted in a bath of mercory and rotates
clockwise with three large lenses, piving the
abservar from sea, the charcteristics of light to
denate which lighthouse one is viewing. This
masl informative and enjoyoble wor then
comcheded

We et and beaded for New Ross, where 5
number of us visited the I'.Iunl;lrc\d]r Famins
Ship, which is in 4 very complets siste asd is
oped o b launched and ready for the sea by
thi: end of the yesr.

This Anmuz] Dinner was held In the Towes
Hotel, whee, ns nsual we enjoved a delicious
meal, adequate liguld refreshunent, trenmendous
compaiy and moscal enlertainmend, which
Tad must peple an their fest dancing the night
awny! Onr distinguished Guest Speaker was
Commander Bl Kinp of “Galway Blacer”
fanw: wlwo ably proposed the west to the Club,
a U young age of ninety!!

Muny thanks o zli chose who mssisied in
mnning such a swecessful event and in
partbcutar. the Vice Commodorne, Terry Jahason,
for all his hard work aned preparation.

Chriz Bres,

ANNUAL
SUBSCRIPTTONS 2000

The
Subseriptions seems 0 be warking reasonahly

new  system for collecting  Annual
well and there were very ew defauliers names
mead out ab the AGRM, and the vast mpjocty of
members prid promptly when they recefved
their reminders. At the time of wiring.
however, about 4 subs remain unpaid, amd 1
waolld welcome pavment befare we all go off
CRuISing for the Summes amd befare i s
necessary 10 Further
recnanclers ele. For those of you with very had
memaries [ would remind you that the cumment
subscription is £50,00 for Crdinary Members
amd E2500 for semi-Senior and  Junior
1 look forward o recsiving the

wasle money  on

mermbers

cutstanding subs as soom a5 possible

Ferer Rovaldion
Hew Bubacriphion Tridsats,




John Petch in

Navember 1 delivered &
trawler yachi to Lishon and after
a good passage with force five to
seven behind ws all the way, we
tied up in a dock just under the
new  hridge on @ Satorday
afternoon. I then did the wsual
round of Maritime Police, Civil
Police, Alfendega and Harbour
guthorities. We trooped
office to office and each required
all our particulars in triplicate in
the usual Poriuguese fashion,

[ furnished them with a list of some
guns belonging 16 the American

Last

from

owner, which were on bowrd, and
they decided after a af
consultation that they would have

lot

tor be stored in the airport and that
the
Cuostoms and a police escorl Lo take

we would have to go with
them to their place of storage.

So a police landrover appeared, and

officers and two
policemen, and Tom amnd mwvself,
and the guns, set off for the airport,

It was so0on ohvious to me that the

two  Cusioms

pelice driver was only & stand in

Lisbon

und was one of the worse dravers |
have evar travelled with.

When we pol onto the molorway he
kept turning found to talk to the
customs-men in the back and (wice
veered into thie fast lane and rode a
passing lady driver onto the
cenlral reservation. [ think It was

¥ |,1

only our blue flashing lights that
protected us from seriows harm.

We deposited the guns, obiained
receipts. and set off for home. One
of the officers  then
announced  he late for an
appointment with his wife and
asked the driver 1o switch on his

Customs

Was

siren and step on it After a hit of
searching the driver spotted a little
black box om the dashboard with
aboul sin switches on it. He then
discovered he could chose to be a
fire engine or a heart ambulance or
a palive car at will. As we came 1o
the the
switched on the lowdesr one and o
BMW just in fromt of ws ohviopsly
had a guilty conscience. as he ook
off at the rate of konots, "Go on

turn onko motorway, he

catch him”™ shouted the
man, egged on by the others, all of
them shrieking with laughter.

The other drivers on the motorway
did not pull over as | expected, but
all cut in 1o try and impede us and

allow the BMW 1o escape.

LU R ek ]

Qur driver put his hoot down and
gigzagped i oand oot of the traffic
and the customs man, who by chis
time was hysterical with laughter.
tried all the sirens in turn. Tom and
I were clinging on for dear life and
thought our last howr had come.
Eventually we arrived back at the
broar stiff drink
recover our shattered nerves, we
both agreed that crossing the Ray of
Biscay in a gale was child's play
ride

and Ower a 8]

compared with a B

Portuguese police car.

The following day they gave us a
bill for £6 and apologised profusely
of the
they

the cost
but
overtime!!

far Irip to the

airport. were all om

Committee and Officers 2000-2001

Commodora

Vice Commodore
Rear Commodore
Rear Commodore
Hon. secretary
Hon. treasurer

East

B. Bradley
B.Connor
PKillen
W.B.Lyster

David HB FitzGerald ist year
Terence Johnson 2nd year
Chris J Bruen 2nd year
Peter Honaldson 1st year
Carmac P McHenry 1ith year
Donal P Brazil 8th year
South West North
A. Baker J. Cunnane R, Bamr
D.McClement B.Lynch H.Kannedy
G.Sheridan D.Park
WA Curtain J.Mixon
M.McKee

(e official)




NORTHERN AREA NOTES

The first ever Christmas Dinner for
Morthern Members in Strangford Lough
YC's palatial pew clubhouse was a
resounding  success with arcund 70
members and goests present. | have no
douhit that this will now become an annoal
event which will proved to be as popular
as the Esst and Souh Coast gatherings.
The Wnght Salver was presented af the
dinner w Brian Black for his fascinating
cruise to Greenland {almost!) and lecland.,
and we were all delighted when he
subsequently waon the Club’s premier
award, the Faulkncr Cup, for this Craise,

of  Morthem
in the RNIY'C
Thursday, 2h
be followed by
dinner for members and poariness,  Full
detanls will be circulated 1o MNorthemn
members nearer the tme, bul among
things to be discussed will be the location

The Spring mecting
Members will be held
Clubhouse ar 19300 on
April, and will as usual

and timing of a local rally in the late
Spring or early Summer.

The Clyde Cruising Club Millennium
Scottish Malts Cruise is proving to be a
magnetic attraction for some reason or
oiher this vear with many rorthern areas,
even the gin drinkers, planning tn attend,
but by far the most ambitious cruise
starting Irom Northern walers this vear
will take Jobn and Ann Clemenison in

their Bowman 40 “Faugstina 11" South
from Bangor to take part in the ARC from
Girand L':aua.fm__tn 5t Lucia and from there
tor Venezuela, back through the Caribbean
o the East Coast of the USA and bome
via the Azores.

As alwoys, members of the ICC have
been plaving promiment parts in the local
Cluh with  immediate  past
Commodose, Michsel McKee, taking the

sLeEne

Vice Commodore’s Flag in Royal Ulster,
amd Derek MeCleave sucoeeding John
Ballagh as Commedore at Royal Nogth,
Sevetal Members of the Cruising Club
even found themselves in New Zealand
for the Royal Ulster Lipton Trophy
presentabion at the America’s Cup.

As most members will already know, Ed
Wheeler is now responsible for the Morth
and East Coast Sailing Ddrections, and he
it always secking informaotion on ony
aspect which is relevant to safe pilotage
and pleasant cruizing. He can he
contacted at 1-3256643 (code from
MNaorthern Ireland 03531}

Fatir vimd and goodd saiting in 1003
Feter Ronatdion
Rear Commodont

Burgee Transfer (Decal)

David Tucker has suggested that
the members might be interested
in |1zw1|'|5 a transfer of the
Burgee of the Irish Cruising
Club on their stern.  If members
are interested in Diavid
Tucker has undertaken 1o have »
transfer {Decal) made up if the
interest is there. Barbara would

this,

stock it with  her  other
accessories.  Please. let either
Barbara McGonagle., Adrian

Stokes or David Tucker know, |
understand that they would cost
approximately £12.00,

Election of new
members January 2001

Al the recent Coana llee 'Hn.-sel;:lng. ik
was declded in accardance with Rule
S0} that up 10 11 new members might
be clected #s wsual. Members may
obtain Momination Forms from the
Honorary Secretary after September
this vear. They must be completed
and returned to him with supporting
letters by 30th Movember. Members
arc reminded to consult their Ruole
Books  concerning  eligitality 1o
propose, and the form of supporling
letters suggested.

Charts of Sweden and the Baltic
An almest complete copy of chaits of
Sweden and the Baltic are avallable
from Jennifer Cuinness, These have
kindly been donated by Bemie Cahall.
Please contact Jenniter Guinness.

Maurice Rutler
Gritham Crisp
Ann Doberty
Martin Dooney
Feter Haden

Johin Malone

Duvid Tuckes

Andy McCarter

Alizon Balmfonh

Miseve Cotter-Mumphy

Patrick Gallagher

Seamps Salmon

New Members Elected January 2000

Scotland
Bangor

Cark

Dablin
Weatport
Cork

Banry
Ballyvawghan
Donegal

Clork

ﬁnnck. Co Muya
Kinsale




