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COMMODORE’S COMMENTS

Anﬂthtr Summer sailing season 1=
near]y over and already 1am hearing
rumours and reports of some great cruises
by our members. This of course whets my
appetite for Christrmas Eve when as usual
I will confidently look forward 1o
receiving my copy of the Annual

However it also reminds me of the
Apphication Form for membearship which
wi all completed when applying for
membership and on which one of the
questions was “Will you write a Log for
the Annpnal?’. There are over three
handred boars listed in the register of
Members and the Annual wseally cootans
20 o 30 Fogs. This means that only about
ten per cent of members subimit logs for
inclusion in the Annual each vear
Obvicusly not evervone can win & Clab
rephy and not every log will be printed in
the Anmeal, bt T know that the adimor
would much prefer too many logs o (oo
few logs. 8o to those of you who haven't
already started, make o decision now o
bring your log book off the boat this
weekend, write up the log of your cruise
amd sehrml ar,

You can be certain that thers will be
no compettion from the Commadon: (s
vear as, on the way back from Doncgal at
the end of Tuly, 1 bost my bopriast off Toeer
Head and ten days later on the way to the
Wt Const of Scotland, [ lost my bow-
sprit. [ bivve already been wld that (o lose
one might be considered wnfortumate bot
to lose both was downright careless.

Again this summer [ attended and
represented the Club at the Royal
Cruising Club’s Scostish Mect in Loch
Mlelforn, where Anne and 1 and John
Stevenson were made most weloome,
Alakush was there on the retumn journey
from Norway und Wallace Clark attended
by motor car and dressed in his kilt. The
same weekend we lso abtended the Clyde
Cruising Club’s August Muster in Loch

Spelve and agan felt very much at home
with all our Scottish friends,

Om the way to Loch Spelve we
stopped For an Irish Cruising Club
luncheon caft wp an the litle bay in Longa,
just throngh the Passage of the Grey Dogs
[Latthe Cosryvreckan). In this pleasant
interlode we had Adakush and [sobel and
1 Scottish boats and 1 American boat all
fivimg the Club burgee amidst the 9 or 10
R.C.C. bois,

Harking back to the application
form for 1|||3r|||‘.||‘:n||i|:. there is amother
question which has always been answered
in the affirmative, “Will you fly the Clab
burge=7". For those who claim that they
canmot fly a hurgee at the truck 1 would
remind them that the Club stocks and
sells House flags which may be flown
fram thie crossirees.

I was present at the East Coast
Spring Rally held i Portaferry and
thanks to the weather, the rew Marina and
our Vice Commodore, it was a super
weekend with, 1 believe, abour 30 boats
attending. As it transpired, 1 was unpble to
et as Tar as Galway in July, and in August
I was on the West Coast of Scotland, so 1
el met msnesl any al our members Mrom the
West or the South this Summer. | kope o
rectify this before the end of the year.

And now, unal 1 mesr  you all
again. may you have warm winds on a
cold evening, a full moon on a dark night
amad the: road downhill all the way to your
dowr,

Michael McKes
Comrmd ore
Septomber, 9040




Villamoura Marina

Location:

Advour 15 mides from Faro Airport on the Algarve. The Channe into
the Maring 15 dreddged 4 metres with the yacht besin 2t 3.3 and 2
metres in depth. The Marina and sorowading Port i @ private
developmenl i i

Marina:

Telephons: 00-351-893 10500

Fax: 0-251-89310580

E-Mal;  mannavillamoura @ mail telepac.pt

The Marina is hage and there s mesn for over 700 yachts. Fael is
available and all shopping ad restaurant facilities are part of the
Marina Development. There are oo security Eeys o get on b the
Marina Pastocns biit they ase well patrolled by security guasds. In
soanumion with afl large Marinas i ks a long way fromn one side of the
Murtna to the other and it is wsual w asz your Dinghy, Tt is o sofe
Marina under all conditions,

Baatyard:

The hard standing and the wavel Ll are owned by the Maring
Complex, The mavel Lift can 1ift up ko 60 womnes. Maring services
offer o inclsde wwing, hell csoning, waer drainage and lockes
rental. There is dry land storage capacity for 200 boats. All other
services ene Independent Contractars approved of by the Marina
Mangzement, There are mechanics, shipwrights, painters and
fibreglass and sailmakers availablz, The had standing s well
secared and the cands are nesled for sy cors to come im0 the
boatyard. We used the services of Jenay and Phil MoKay o look
after the boal For ws anel fo cirry ot some inapeavement. They fined
2 bow-thmster asl commissioned] n hot waler system fire. We
would srongly recommend them as they were ralinble, reasonable
amit wirked 0 a high standard. Their telepbone numbear is 00-351-
036 673 4603,

Camsts;

The costing system 15 complizated depending on the time of the
year and the Jength of tine Which vou are taking. There ase various
dizcounts amongst which Irsh Crussang Club members are entitled
o 0 105 discount From the st Seprember b the Hith June {subject
o avalabiliy ),

Urverall:

Secunly aned efficiency hove only been given four stars becanse
there arc no secursly gates mi the Manna Pontoons and you lave
ta fight hasd carly in the season o gel jobs completed before gedting
launched. This has o do with the indeviduad contractors and now the
Marma Comples,

Secugity
Efficieney =44
Facilities =+
Arrese b

Adrizn Stokes

Lagos Marina

Lacution:

Lagos s the miost westerly of the Algarve ports. The erest from
Cage St Vincent i3 spectacular chiff and headland while the coasi i
the castward s lower i!ﬂ'n‘g with numerous inlets and harbowrs.

Maring;

Plewe+351 $2 7702 10

Fax: +351 827702 19

E-mail: marlagos @ meil relepac.

Munina de Lagos is a madern marins witl cver 460 berths, Yachis up
W Men canm be socommodated on fingsr berths. The twriffs are
reasonable amd 100 members may enjoy a diseount of 5% on
presentation of evadence of membership (2.2 vour st of Members
backleth. Attractive rates ara available from 16ik September throwgh 1o
L5th Jone, Fall focilities are avatlable at dse marina with very good
quality washrooms, lumdry, fuel nnd barsirestaurants. The security is
very goed with locked gates 1o the marma and very visible sl aul
sen patrols day and naght, The wutermos: berihs are o be Favonred &
Ihe imermrst can be woisy dise G the mphi Jife. althoagh this iz ot a
magir issue. The marina is very shelizred amd, dlespile being situnted off
a tiver 15 ot Iikely in he swamped doring winter Qoods is e way that
T czcurred i soate of e ione easien fver marings. The main wow
i an the appasite tiver bank and is easly axessed viz the foctbridpe.

Boeatyard - J.A. Pimenta

Phoms: +350 B2 Tha 839

Fax: 4351 81 767 140

A Tully serviced boatyard is sitoated in the conmmercial basin. Rases are
reasonable and most types of work gan be undertakea, However
undercover storage is very limited snd there sne no fucilities For larscr
Buxits,

Auccess:

The port is entered by way of erassing a bar and navigating between
Lo males. Eximnce is sraightforsand bt caation is needed if near to
low water, with deep draft andéor in sireng cashare conditices. Afler
pussing the eomimencial besin o the starbaard hand the marina bolding
penioan [Bm} is to be seen an the same side. Berth there for chec in
and fuel, Access 1o the manna is under a lifling fooe beidge that spans
the river. This is eperated from the maring office, or call on VHF Ch
62, Acoess by band is celatively easy. Fero aarpont 35 about 50 miles o
the #xst. There are plentiful taxis st around 6,500 Peselas fir the hoar
loigg jomey. Alsernatively the more Jeisurely irmi or bus may be taken
from Fare bown centre. The wain stetion im tagcm is might behind 1be
narina. making for o very convenient md ecooomic (approximatzly
1 500 Peseras) manle of trvel

Twwn & Facilithes:

The wown o Eagos is ansient with much of its ariginal walls antact, 1t
sboumds in botels, restaurants and bars to snil every tasie and pocket.
Mzt fypes of shop are available. There is an excellent supermorket oo
the same sick: and within walking distance of the marina, while at leqst
two athers are avaikable on the twa side, Gas, oil and zeneral chardlery
are readily availshle, Interesting trips cam be tnken into the hinterland
using public transpoet oe any ane of the mimerows car hire compenies.

Crverall:

Sequrity ot
Efficiercy RERE
Facilitics tENdE
Ease of Access s

John Crebhin




Almerimar Marina

Location:
Abput 30 miles west of Almeria at 367 41° 48" N - 27 47" 48" Win Las
Entinag bay,

Marima:

Bhone: 00 12 050 407350 :

Fa: 01 34 930 497353 oo
E-Muil: poet.almen @ desibes

Mearly 1100 yachis can be accommodated in berths catering fior hoats up to
Al s, Waser, electricity a T.¥, connestions are available to all boats
{20380V ). Thee depth bn e entrance s 6 mis 2ml the apprach is safe
with resspnshle csution. Call on VHF channed 9 o 27 MHZ band channel
4 b ensure a berth, You will be met at and guided fram the office plerhesd
T o et genesally withoul having to tie up there in advancs.

Fuoel i available ar the pheshesd (op=n 24 bours a0 dmv) and weather
forecasts are possed at the office.

Overall the msnna 1 wall protected from ndverse weather conditions.
Depending on youar pasition in the marins oee can have 3 long walk w the
offiez, but the nearer one & o the bostyard (you can's have it both ways!),
It 3% generally quiet in any postion due 0 lock of discochegoes in ihe
complex.

Boatyurd:

This is part of the maring complex. It is sitwatad at the furthe walking
poirit froe the maring office (the alternative is 10 oceess either by dinghy
framm the ceher). Capacity for 200 boars, haulour fecilivy for bouts up o 100
toms, water arsl electricily available, shower and toilkes facilities within the
General Rates Mooring

Erimensions mis. OctoberMay PasDay  JuneSept, Pas /Doy

G x 250 300 400
8 x 300 400 R3O
10 x 3,50 S} 1 10H)
12 x 4,00 GH) 1 400
15 % 4.50 HH) 1000
18 x 5.00 1000 A
20 % 5.00 1500 2700
25 5600 .50 3400
3 x 6,50 2,100 4. 200
35X 700 2600 5.0
40w 8,00 3300 6,600
S0 9,00 4600 0200
&0 & 10,00 .60 12.000

Msconnes for Payments in Advance
Owver 30 Days 5% Orver LRO Days
Clver 90 Days 10%  Owver 360 Days

15%
el

hard standing area

{24,000 m2), paanting bay within the arca, power hosing facility, anti-
fouling goods and rellises dino.

Mechanical and electrical repairs are also availabde tor you can do your
AWl

The hard standing surface is non-tanmac and =0 can be dusty in wisdy
westher, Secusity s poid, There are twe good chandlers nearby with goed
stocks. One can essily find a “live - aboard” 1o keep an eye on vour boat
while vou ore away, of the marinearvs aached w0 the complex also
undertake this service privately.

Costs:

These guoted are for 199599 and are subject s 16% VAT

In sxdztion 1o the variaus discounts shown for prepayments i was posinle
n 1998 o stay o the marma Frem Jane to Seplemberfer Laid ap aghoee
rates if ome was leaving ome's boat for the winter, This very generous offes
shoukl he checkad out in advance wo see if it sull applies.

Facilities:

Shopping facilities and restavrants are good. If major shopping & requined
this cn best be dome in the very geod hypermarket, about 200 minies from
Almerimar, which can be easily acosssed by bus of sl

Snmmary:

Lverall we enjoyed cur stay in Almerimar bath ashore and on the mesina
A good test was the fact that we locked forward to resurming to there for il
start of the next leg of our Moditerranesn erip.

Genernl Rates Laid Up Ashore

Dimessions mis.  Price Listall year Travelfing, stranding

Prasiday of |aunching
fix 2.50 Crane 4.500)
5 500 4N 5.0
10 % 3.50 00 7.500
12 % 4.0 &l 11000
15 % 4,50 830 16,000
18 x 5,000 1050 T4, 0D
0% 550 1,250 T3.000
25 % 0,00 1,600 7000
30 x 6,50 2,300 35000
3Fx 700 2600
40 x 8,00 3300
1w BIH) 4,600
Gk 10,00 .00
Driscoumnts for Payments in Advince
Over WDays 5% Ower 180 Days 3%
Creer 90 Days 10 Crver 360 Days 20

Linm Kavanagh

Thinking about sailing around Russia?

Wallwee still has a few copies of his account of his son Mile's voyage
round Russian in 1992 via Eskimo Mell country o the Black Sea.
The rowte was from Coleraine 10 North Cape and the Barents Sea, so
familiar to Gore-Grimes crews - then by the White Sea Canal o Lake
Onega. River Yolga. River Don and Sea of Azoev and Lstanbal. This
uddied up 30 about 5000 mils and encircled today's s1ate of Russia
stripped of her satellites. Suprisingly neary a third of the 3000 miles
of inland waterway was done under sail, It proved possible, with some
wiry Close shiaves umiber bridyes, i camy the ﬁl"r:.' foor wonden stick
Ihe whole way.

S0 far as is known the voyage was a world first for 8 non-Ruossian
vkl and has mot been repeated since,

Milo's fest seems o have given a wseful lend, as many :,lu,c]u:; have
atnoe beem into Lake Onega from St Petersburg and many more ane
heading that way and down to the %algn in 2004,

Ther accomnd, mken from Wild Goose logs and recollections of Galins,
the witty Muscovite yachtswoman and the three Russian men, who
crewed by turng, is full of pratical hints s well as humear, frustration

by @ few awlkward officials as well as moch kisdness by riversiders.
Five percent of Hardback sales and three percent of Paperback sales is
Ening to provide medical supplics w ibe Mary and Martha
Commaunity, Mescow, Milo's family know this as an esteblisment
where every bandage and every kopek counts. Last winler even the
nurzes Ioaked sinrved,

SAILING ROUND RUSSIA

2000 pages, 60 colour pics and Tots of skelches
RRP £16.94 HA, £4.99 Paperhack

Orffer poan free, while stocks last of
Papeiback copees al L850 sterling

Signed Hardback 31 £15.00 sterling

Wrile e Wallsee Clark
115 Kilrea Roud, Upperlonds Co. Derry, BT 46 558
O call 01648 42737, Credii Cards ok




North and East Sailing Directions Hon Secretary’s Notes.

The Morih and East Sailing Directions have been updated and were published i February of this vear. Thene were 3 considerable
numther of alterations hoth in approeches, pew navigation marks, withdrawn navigotion marks, new marisas and other matters as
much developmant has waken plage since the kst edition. 1 stood inas Honorary Editor becanse the Morth and East Spiling
[Frections had hesn out of print for soae time and someone said that yoo need a scal bastard 10 get things done quickly. I am sure
that is tae Bat T eonld not kave done it without the valunble ssisance from Captain Owen Disgrun, We bope that these directions

will hee of use to members and o ol whio navigae the portion of the Irish Coust o which these Directions apply.

Annual Dinner 2000

The Annnal Dinnes will be held on
Saturday 25th March 2000 pnd gekiils of
the venue etg, will as usual be circulated
wilh the Annual when bookings may he
cormmenced with the Hibzl

Mlernbers are asked 1o return the Danner
Booking Form, with their chegque, o the
Hom, Secietary at the same time as they
book the Hotel. For this year's dinner,
difficullies were cansed in irying 1w
reconcile the bookings, ns o number of
members who wene haoked aisto te hotcl
clad ot book their dinner places undil the
last minutz,

ICC Web Site

A rumber of members have suggested 10
e that the [CC should have ils uwn Web
Site gl [ would like wo find out to what
extent memmbers would use it should one
he estahlished, It swould be confined 10
ICC members and would contain detals
af rallics eto., as well a3 providing a
means nf communicating more goickly
with members than we can oo at presenl.

However, in addition to asking any
member whio feels they woubd be aile
setup such @& site for us (and 4o maintain
i on a regular basis), 1 would hke b
Lo how many  members think  they
woneld actually use such a site, Therefore
1 would ask members who would  have
siel an incerest (o write b me. 1f there
sufficient interest | will bI'iI'lg. the maabter
ap with tee Commirttes,

Nominations for
Membership,
January 2000

Members are reminded that completed
Momination Forms must be reccived by
the Hom. Secretary before Mah November
3 comgpdy with rube 3ivi. Forms have
alieady been sent to members who asked
for them corlier in the yewr and are
ovailable o orhers from the Hono
Secretary.

Changed Telephone
Numbers

Some telephone nambers owlside Dublin
hawetwill e chonged, Would any member
iffecied please advise the Hon. Secretary
in writing of the new number betore 15th
Dctober, by which date the Hon, Editer
requinzs the data base for inclusion in the
14449 Annual.

Christmas Lunch -
East Region

The East region Christmas  Lunch
{members anly, nc g_,uuh] will b leld on
Friday 5rd Decomber at the Notional
Yacht Clubk, Dun Laoghaire. Bouking
formns will as wsoal be circulated by the
Vice Commaodore snme weeks hefore the
event and bookings arz 10 be made with
him, not the Chab,

Clyde Cruising Club
and Classic Malts
Millennium Cruise

Further o the muil shil whach you will all
have peceived from the Clyde Cruising
Club, we hove been asked 1w say thar
anyome wishing for further and muore
dedwiled information sbout this Croise
can nbimn ot by mngie Hugh Moerizon,
the Cruise Co-ordinator, sl 0141
G303639, As you will have zeen from
therr mavitation the Croise will run from
the [6ih 10 the 29th of July, 2IHKL and as
well as ourselves, the Rowal Cruising
Club ond the Cruising Club of Amerca
hive been invited o take part. It sounds
likz & greal pamy!

Network of Visitor
Moorings

A Merwork of Maorings has besn laid in
1993 and 199 around our South asd
West Coastz in 39 locations under the
auspices of the Muorine Institule oad Bord
Faila, The 10C would be merested in the
comments and sugaestions of members
whi have madie wse of these Moorings -
suitability of location, charges (iF any)
made, use (07 msuse) |!_l,- nuu-fiﬁiu'ng
s, gee.
Plegse write oy

Liam 0. McGonagle,

The Tunsey, Ceanchos Bowsl

Baily,

County Dublin,

Talephoe O1-B322823

Members Responsibilities for our Sailing Directions

Durig my recent visil to Kinsale, the importance of local members checking the entries for their sreas i ooe Sailing Directions
wis broughl home oo e,

Arriving late one night | anchored i the designated spot opposite the Kinsale Yocht Club Manisa, to be grested early the nest
muorning by the Harbour Masters Launch reguesting payment of harbous dues. [ expressed surpriss, because thens 35 no menbion of
dues in the lates: edition of the South & West, and 1 was told tha i was the Irish wachiznen who expressed sarpose at the charge,
which has been kevied for some years. Clearly, those using our Dirsctions would have expected 1o have been advised that an
anelsoring cliarge is made

Further, the Hlarbour Master was not happy that his telephone nomber was given for those eeeking berths in the Muring, ws be has
na responsibality for the muring berths.

Finally, I and a number of others, were deapged wp and down with the tde, te holding there being very poor, [ fzel local members
should have brought thuse points g the atention of be Hon, Compiler so fhat they cold have been corrected before the last edition
was pubilished. 1 suspect the repson this was not done was hecause we tend 10 ignore the eniées for our own back yand, but, the
axtremely high stmdard of accwiacy for which sor Directions are known cnn only be mantsined of we all will keep putting time
aind effort into checking them and advising the Hon Complers of changes requined. Haon, Secretary

Cormac MeHenry




Murphy’s Law

his year, everyihing on the bont broke down i some fime or

anpdher. The previous year 1 had day-hopped from Cameret o
Villamwwarn, ard nnthing went wpang, This vear, my Ceirek 727
Autematic Filat brake down twice on me. The first fime was when [
Inumched the boat in Villamours, and it was nor working. Sa 1 seal it
hack to Cetrek oo have it repoired. T was retumed oo their ageats n
Gibraltar, Electromed, which is run by a very plensant English-man
who gat it geing in ro time. 1 then continued for shoar GO0 miles
until we were in Andrait in Majorca, when we were |jni|'g the
posshpe aoross b Thizae Again [ waos lucky to find on excellent
engineer in Bob Dews in Ihiza He ook the Cetrek gway, puc it on has
bench, amd retumed it b us in three days time, and i7 has worked
perlectly ever simce. He is of the opinion that it shoald give me many
I pisirs,

The torward heads with the Rahy Blake hroke down taice.
Eveniually [ found that the exil pipe which had been thers since 1970
wis completely caked np, Once [ replaced the exit pipe, 1 hod o
mere difficulties. 1 have an exczlbant shoaver and the pamp Far the
waste water, which |2 aacked aut by a gehscd parmp, seimed up on me.
I managed bogel o new jabsos im Pulma, and it is pow nmning ezl

‘The pressare switch an my fresh wates pump went, and 1 went
] shop chandlery in Alicante, mnd ko ard behald, [hu:':' had the
VY [ e swilcly, which | Cigted, 2o it is working well noa

I lsad twor mnoee serious difficalties: The first weas that T was 25
miless out on my way o Formestera from the mainland, Moreina,
when at night e, & sheet of heavy plasic mesuring appros, 10 sq
metres rapped fsclf arcund the propelles. §had fo be wacd back 1o
Mareira by the Spanish Lifeboar Avuthanties whi were mast efficient,
anl presented with a bafl for £220000 whick, in the circumstances,
I supposc, Wi not too hod.

The second terwous thing thar bappened w ome was that o
feible: oil-pipe sttached o the hydranle gea-box broke, wml aypin
1 had no altermntive bt o be towed back o port.

We noticed in Villomwoura that there was g swallow going it
the apen aft end af the boom. We wers advised by people theee that
thiss was quite 8 comman place for swallews o aild their oest. We

covered 31 up with o large mg o stop ony morc bisds going in there,
amil everylling went all right for the next 2%, months uneil 1 was

showing Joe Woatward what s simple matter sinple-line reafing was,
anid Iljl.'h'l Jamamed sold and 1 did ol Keow whal wos woong, 5o we
ook dowi the sail. asd when we neal anchored, T managed ta get a
gond look ot 1. and maide it was a hugs amaunt of hay, strow, and
gur, which voa cam see on the sceampanying pholograph,

Al these things kepd me bousy but for e last moath,
everyihing hns gone smoothly, and 1 do believe that | have warked
my way out of all these difffeudtes. T am mow leaving her in
Formentern for the Winter, aisd 1 iend 10 keep here thene ol nexe
year, This i an island which [and my famaly arc having a lowe atfar
with,

Adnian

Who really
runs the

Above: High Kennedy, Cormae MceHerry,
Keate Crove Cermnes and dokm Crore Grimes,
Killarmey {905,

Left: Marjorie Batey, Barbara McHenry and
Joar Nicherdeon, Killaraey 1905




Western Seaboard
Report

Rally

We held our summes rally in Kilush Cresk
Marina on Saturday, Gth June, on the long
weokend, Twelve members and their crews
took part. and seven members sent their
aperlogies, On the evening of Saturday, we
had an informol dinmer o the Kilmsh
Creek Lodge, where the atmosphere was
comyivial wnd the Tare excellent, Members,
crew and guests numbered about 30 in all,
and after dinner, we had speeches, slories,
bamer and song. and the party remained in
the Lodge into the small howrs of Sunday
mMOming.

Un Sunday, teeling a little delicate,
exacerbated by force 7 NE winds, we all
elected 1o go by ferry o Scattery lsland.
Lecal Historian, George Harren, an
authority on the history and archaeology of
the island, led a walk-abour and imparted
fascinating information on this umigue
place. St Senan, a local early Chrstian
spint Foundad @ senlement there which was
followed by remarkably intznse Christian
actvities nght up o the 18h cenry. He
told us of the traditton that if you carry a
sinall stone from the grave of 5L Senan on
uny sea vovage, your journey will be safe,
Since the rally, some of our members
refisse 1o go sailing without carrving theis
little stone embedded in their wet gear!

New Marina at Cahirciveen,

Co. Kerry
Amrangements for the development of a )

berth marina at Cahirciveen, Co. Kerry are
well advanced, with documents for ats
construction going out to tender at the time
of writing. The Project Manager is Riona
Sayers, who tells me the Marina will be
ready by June 2000, Grant aaded by Boed
Fiilte and with local funding, the project
will cpst £]1 5m and will be underwritten
by Kerry County Council for 10 vears,

Riona says that it is intended o lease
A0 of the berths amd already 25 have been
leased. Further defails are available from
Raoma at:

Cahirciveen Manina,

O1d Barracks,

Cahirciveen, Cio, Kermy.

Telephone (66-0473214

or (87-2604311

There will be o hoist. o maintenance shed
and lay-up facilities, and, of course, the
uapal oilets and showers. This Marina, in
scenic surroundings, 15 only o stone's
throw from the town centre. and will be a
waleome sddition to the western seaboard,
Paddy (' Sullivan

The Jeanie Johnston Progresses

For many of you who went to visit the Jeanie Johnston during our annual dinner
at Hotel Europe, I paid a visit recently to the shipyard and the boat is very much
om schedule and 15 set 10 be launched in JTanuary 20000 Sea trials are planned for
February and March and the large send oft 15 being aranged rom Fenit, with the
President, Mary MeAleese, as Guest of Homour, and the organisers are hoping for
u flotille of boats for the send off. She is due o be in New York on the 4th July
tir join in the Independence Day celebrations. Watch this space for further details
and informarion, Chris Bruen

Annual Subscriptions

There are still over B0 Annual Subscriptions tfor 1999 outstanding despite the
continual barrage of reminders published in the Newsletter and the many letters
sent by the Treasurer and myself. | am sure thot many members who paid in lue
1998 or early 1999 in response o the Treasurer’s reminders thought they were
paying for 99 but i fact they were paying for 98 because no Credit Card
collection was made in that year. There are also guitc a pumber of members who
have pard nothing since early 1998 and who can be in no doult about their
position!

I have written individually to all those members whose subscriptions for
1994 are outstanding so hopefully there will be a few names to read out at the nexi
AG M.

Onee again may | remind members that the only method of payment
currently acceptable is by cheque or bank draft drewn in favour of the Irish
Cruising Club, There are no arrangements for payment by credit card or standing
order. Current subscription rates are:

Ordinaiy member TR£40

Semi-Senior member 1RE£20 G claimed)
Senior member Exempt (if claimed)
Junior member IR £24

Peter Bonaldson (Subscription Treasurer}
72 Whinney Hill

Haolywood

Co. Diown BT18 OHG




Northern Area Notes: Autumn 1999

The summer of ninety nine proved to be infinitely heter than
last yeoar from the weather poand of view with the West Coast
of Seotland providing some of the best for o change. George
and Sheelagh MeCann in "Devucalion” vepont that they werejin
Swornoway on the hottest day recorded there this cenmury!

As always Northern members have ranged far and wads
and once again the most aotable croise | bave heard of so far
ok Clab members to the coast of Greenland - or (o be mone
precise almaost to the coast. Brian Black on “Caelan” having
sailed there by the scenic rowe taking in St. Kilda, the Farces,
and the East and North coasts of Ieeland found his way
blocked by 1YL ice when just two miles from the Greenland
coast, He quickly tomed his disappointment into an
opportumey and spent a wonderful time explonng the Hom of
Iceland which was absolutely magnificent according to Brian.
His homeward passage was spent hard on the wind and the
sting in the il came with a gale off Donegal which forced
him inte Ratheullan and a further gale i the Nocth Channel
which made [celand seem guite calm by comparison,
Altogether Brinn was away for & weeks and covered over
3000 miles - he is looking forward o a leisurely cruise in
AW ATTTIER I'.':If'l'll'.“.s next :."c‘ar.

Dravid Park ook “Alys” round Great Briin from
Strangford in 7 weeks calling everywhene from the Orkneys
to Triire and Gweek in Cornwall while Ann Bunting and John
Clementson in “Fausting 11" circurnnavigsted Ireland north
about oo their way from Bangor to Brittany where they
enjoyed great cruising before taking in the otal eclipse on
their way home. Roy Waters in his newly acguired Oyster 39
“Sundowner of Beaulieu” enjoyed what he calls a leisurely
34, week Circumnavigation of Ireland in which he covered
well over 100K miles, Peter RByan took "Micu™ [ the
Maditermnean where he intends 1o hase her for some time.
Adrian Spence in “Meadeap” headed for the Orkneys but
somehow found himself in France - his log should make
interesting reading - while the South West of Ireland proved

much oo hospitable for several members who succumbed 1o
its pleasures  rather than sail mght rownd  [reland.
“Ballyclaire”, “"Carna”, “Fidem HI™ and “Scotch Mist" were
among those there while Scotland as always was popular with
amangst athers “Big Boos”, "Deucalion™, “Moomstream',
“Realta”, “Tandara” and “'Wheesht” cruising there. The
Commodore in “lsobel” visaed Donegal and the Wese of
Seotland representing the Club at RCC and COC meers

U a sadder note we were all saddened at the passing of
Bill Cuffe-Smith at the end of Junc. In recent years Bill had
adopted the north as his bome and he made e fine croise from
Swangford i s beloved “Leemarn of Howth®, He was a
popular member of Ballvholme., Royal Ulster and Ringhaddy
Cruising Club where he will ke sadly missed. Mony members
will have enjoved his company at the Dinner in Killarey and
itis hard to beheve he 1s no longer with us,

In several recent notes I have refermed to the opening of
Ballycastle marinw. I can now report that it is fully aperational
{only a few weeks later than intended} and many members
have used it, They ane unanimous in their praise of the facility
which is most strategically placed right on the Morth East
corner of the island, It has already proved its value to many
cruising vachtzmen from all over the British Izles.

Looking forward, the annoal out of town Commilles
Meeting is in the Nomh this vear and it s hoped that as many
MNorthern members as possible will join the Committes for
drinks and lunch on Saturday 2md Oxteber, Looking further
forward, there will be o large Nothern contingent on the
Shannon Bally from 15 to 17 October, and looking even
further ahead, it has been decided 10 hold a MNonhemn
Christmas Dinner for members instead of the usual Auiumn
meeting. Thiz will probably be held on 10 December and
promises to be at least on a par with its Eastern and Southern
counterparts. Normhern  membsers will receive full deesils
nearer the tme
Peter Ronaldson

I.C.C. Summer Outing 1999 “‘Sclape on Cape”

This yeur's function held on Cape Clear was fkest enjovable and
memeeable for many reasoms, Seme members made it a weekend
cruise (pub crawl) whilst others attended on Saturday Tth Angust
and thankfully, the weather was kind, The fun, food and crade was
excellent and 86 members ¢ guests attended and
we received 11 apologees, ranging from
domestic commitments o cruising arcund
Ireland. cruising o Fersey, partaking in the
Fastnet and ane gong to the Scilly Isles for the
Eelipse!

Beiause of the unfortunate weather
conditions earlier in the week, the Cape Clear
Regatla was cancelled and Mary € Driscoll
asked if we woald mind raffling ten spot prizes
in aid of the local B.N.L.L While some of our
“Oolden  Girls™  seld  tckeis, we were
entertainad by none other tham our retived
“chel” now turned comedian, Ger O“Flynn,
hilnrouz jokes. Many members
commented on hoow mics it was to be mgether
on an Tsland For a weekend, As mentioned w

with

the function, we will be holding an open forum lor members zarly
in the Mew Year, where vou will be invited to make suggestions as
o whiat yow would like For the futurs,

Chris Bruen




Waxwing Continued

Waxwing 1% it good shape after a fairly
extensive re-fit and interior nefurbishment

We are gbowt half way throagh s
circumpavigation of Mew Zealnnd's Norh
Island having reached the Marlborough
Sounds, afler a rough encugh four day
passage down fhe wesl coast,

This 15 o wonderful crimsing area with
several sounds 1o explore. each wath several
bays and coves in which w aschor for ibe
night. We will probably not bother with the
mare well koown Queen Cliarlene Sound as,
from whese we are. ot the head of the food-
like Peborus soumd, 1% 8t day sail.

We plan 1o spend another month bere
and then head back across Cook Serait and up
the East const 10 our New Zealand base s

Gulf Horbour, near Aucklad. We want o
leck imto Mapier, Ciishorne, Tauranga and the
Mercury [slands en route and expect 0 ke
uboul ten daye ; weather permitting. The
swmmer s drawing slowly toa closes here and,
ke the weather i3 great st the momend. it is
a lntle vnsettled and gales ond things are
becoming more frequent.

We shall probably do some local
cruising in Auckland’s Hauraki Gulf in April
and prepare for the nexl cogan crossing [
s yed exactly whene we will head). We must
leave Mew Zealand by mid-May or we will
sk the weather window that epens April and
My for boats beading noeth for the tropscs.

Life in Vilamoura

Even before | pet oat of bed 1 ean tell thar s
going to be another hot day in the heautiful
Portugiese Alparve. Breakfast in the cockpit
is all the actvity needed to make the swel
glands work overtime and, with growing
apprehension, 1 remind myself that | promised
o spend the day sanding the bull of 2 yacht in
preparation for re-painting,

It's a large yacht, the work hot and dirty
bt it could be worse, 1 el myself. Ir's sl
anly April and the temperature probably woen’t
exceed 30 deprees Celsivs, just wabt ‘il
August and 45 degrees of shfling relentless
hear!

Mot that 1'm complaining, vou
anderstand. [ Jove this life and the comer of
the wairld oor :.-:n;:'hr |;1|rr|.'l'|l|}' hias her keal
immersed in

Wilamoura, t's a place most cruising
people ave zn opinion on, We were warmed i
the: sirongest geoms 1o avoid the marina if at afl
possible, but curinsity browght ws i foe o mghi
ar two before heading for the Med - that was
eighteen months age and we've stll not
regretted oar decision to stoy for a while.

Gone 1x most of 1he officiabdom that
used 1o be Porupal's hollmark, the paperwork
15 simpler, the charges bower and the people
mare welcoming,

The maring ftself 12 full of contrasts -
large gleaming motoe yachis owned by
Portugal's rich ond famons it comfortably
side by side witly beng distznce sailing yachts.
actively competed racing yachts and working
feshing boats.

Likewise, the mestauranis, cafe bars and
shops coter 1o oll tastes md pockets, On o
Raturday evening the marina is bumming with
live music, streel enterliuners, people exling,
sirolling or just walching others ¢njoying
themselvee By contrast, Sunday mornings are
4 haven of peace and quied when you can hear

the fish swecking ar the weed around your
neighbour's boat.

The sailing here is excellenl oo,
Muornings are psoally fat calm, an ideal time
to mkor through the breakwater to find that
perlect anchorage for hench, then by abour 2
pm. an offshore breeze develops which can
blow up o Iorce five or six witly the sea saill
tairly flat After several bours of exhilarating
sailing, the evenings are usually calm again,
althamagh we have o remind ourselves tha this
is the Adantic and when a weather system
mioves i i can have sharp lesth,

W do alinke work in Vilamoura, which
kewps us active and helps ooy e berthing fees
- oot a cheap item for a fifty sx foot soiling
yacht. Having huilt *(lasis’ oorselves, we find
wz i furm o bancds o most jobs bese, and it
makes a pleassnt change to be selving cther
peaple’s problems for a change!

Chyz regalar activity  here is. of course,
anli-foulimng., Everyone seems 0 hold a
different opinion about this essenial wem,
even down to which is the most eftective
colour, bul we wene all a Lt nooplussed at
the request of one owner this week. He had
beought tns own anti-fool paint from Holland
{a false economy since il is generally cheaper
hered and four large packers of extra strong
chilli powider. Following his msimctions (the
custemer always knows best!), we mixed two
packets o each of the 2.3 litre tins of
Intemational Cruiser Superior and appliad it o
hus bodl. The chilli pewder armed the red into
& bright pink and made the paint a litle patchy,
bt the owner sweard that it makes dhe paint
more effechive, Or al beast, that's what he'd
heard. ..

Discussing this later in e bar, we were
eve mese surprised 1o hear that this is
apparently common practice in Amecica, bat
not s0 effective as adding antibiotics to the

Hunt Goes West

Keith Hunt recently visited Peer and Sosan
Gray on their Found World trip and 100k
this photograph whilst with them,

paint. A Scotsman living bere was given this
lip some  vears ago by an Amesican docter
friend. so he went o the local Phormacy te
by the requined anwant af antibiobic to add to
his own ast-foul paint. Tgnecing the rather
strange expression from the other side of the
counter, he czlmly anooanced that five boxes
iy bot be enpaghe and he could be back later
for s e

Before throwing the cmpty antibiotic
contarners away, he read the information sheet
which accompanied them. The reason for the
strange expression became clear when be resd
that he had bought five boxes of the
recomimended treatment for Swphilis and
declored the guantity (o be insufficient for his
needs. To compound this, he bad passed the tip
onsr st of his sailing friends, so the pear
Phormacist 10 Vilamowrn must have been
womdering just what was causing  this
epidemic of Syphilis o bis own,

Bizarre &5 this ofl sounds, T am assured
that the addition of antibiotics to the paint can
domble the immersion time, il is so effective. |
still have my douhts about the chilli powder
though. ..

Yilamoura is like this, 2 fund of
useful 71 knowledze and huge fun o be a pan
of. If you are cruising in this part of the world,
dom't s it and pass by, come and see far
yoarself You'll either like 1t or ool bul o least
it will be your own viewpoint, oot o third
Inaand, curdazed one.

Jlenny and Phil McKay ineemd 1o siay in
Vilamoura unkil early spring 20001, although
itchy foet may take them away befors then,
Already a six week cruise to the Azares is
being planned for summer 19949, ind anyone
who knowes them would not be surprised to see
them continue westwiards




