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Commodore’s Comments

wm, IT'S ALL OVER - o Cruise-in-Company - which was probably the largest ever gathering
of cruising yachts in Irish waters. The sighs of relief, and satisfaction, from Arthur Baker

and the ICC team were audible as far away as Dublin!

We had maore than 160 yachts in all - about

40 from the Mew York Yacht Club and the Cruising Club of America, 40 from the Royal Cruising
Club and the Clyde Cruising Club, and the balance of 80 odd from the ICC.

They were quite a sight at Baltimore, Schull and Bantry,
particulardy in the kevely weather which we had for most of our
eight days, and fee all the parties exeept the opening reception
at the Royal Cork Yacht Club. Mere than 75 sailors
participabed and had b be looked afier,

From the numerous Betters which have flonded in o Arthur
Baker and ;'npclf. [ think: that we can safely say that the Cruiss
was enjoved by most {dare 1 say slI7h of the participants, and

was a well worthwhile endeavour.  Events of this nature do
not run themselwes, and | cannat adequately  praise or thank
Arthiur Baker. Chairman of the Croise Committes, and
Marjorie, for the vast amount of Hme, efttort and thought
expended by them over a period of two years in putting the
show on the road, or rather the sea. Cur small Crulse
Commitiee consisted of Arthur, David Nichalson, Brendan
Bradley, Keith Hunt and myself, and we were atrongly
supported by many other members including Donal
MeClement, Chris Bruen, Komniz Barr and Robert Morchead
(wha helped Arthur and Marjorie with the onerous task of
chedx.ing in the entire fest).

The Royal Cork Yacht Club were most generows in providing
berths at their Marina and all the facilities of their Club to the
visiting vachts, and we are grateful te Admiral Conasr
ODonovan and Commedare Seamus Lantry for their help and
co-operation,

At the other party venues we leaned heavily on our lecal Port
Officers, whe did 2 tremendous job in organising  ferries,
pontoons, dinghy handBing, water, fuel, bnsses, ete. ode,  They
wWere:

Baltimare: Stuart Musgrave, Hugh Kennedy and Dan Cross.
Schull: Berrde Cahill and Liam Kavanagh Bantry: John Gare-
Girimes.

Many thanks 1o them, and to the members of the local Sailing
Clubs who did s0 much to make us welcome, and we cannot
forget the one and anly Joe Woodward whose daily brosdeasts
were a highlight of the weask,

Fimally, | must place on record our gratitude to our sponsors
without whose financial support it would hawve been impassible
fo runt the everit at scceptable cost ta participants, They are:
Jasmessom Irish Whiskey (Irish Distilbers Limibed)

Heimeken Lager (urphy's Breswery)

Audi Cars (OFlaherty Croup)

1 am looking forward to settling back 1o the normal Winter
activities of the Club, and to meeting as many members as
possible at the varions hunches, dinner and meetings. That
Annual Dinmer on the 12th April at Westport, County Maya, is
later tham usual due to dashes with other funections fand Easter),
but should give us the opportunity of a long weckend with
lpnger evenings in a beautiful part of the country.

LIAM D, MC GONAGLE




When did the cruise really hegin ¥/ For
Arthur Baker it was probably "a
nightmare ago’. For me it was when 1
presented the eruising grounds to the
Cruising Club of America, New York
Yacht Club and Clyde Cruising Club
somie months before, For others it was
when they started planning their
Transatlantic vovage from Newport,
Rhwede Tsland, or feeder cruise from the
Clyde, Belfast Lough, South Coast of
England or wherever.

Frickey July 19, Overseas members of
the crudng Teer assembling in Kinsale,

By the late afternoon of Sunday July 21
19596, the majority of participants in the
Cruise had assembled at the Royal Cork
Yacht Club Cresshaven, for the opening
reception. Just to remind everyone that
the gathering was taking place in
Ireland, rain was provided in substantial
quantities throughout the evening.
Commadore Liam MeGonagle
anmaumeed that it was to-be "The Croise
With Mo I'ur_p-u:.sﬁ:'. We all settled into
cruise mude enjoying the good
company amd hospitality.

The Cruise With No Purpose.

A total of 165 yachts with E32 crew
members regisiered for the cnuse, The
whole contingent didn't quite meet up a1
the ane time with various yachis and
craw members coming and gpoing
throughout the week. There was never
(e less & mighty feet of like minded
m]s, all 1\21r|l.i1|.].|; to have a g.md time.

For my own part 1 had been invited by
Len Curtin 10 sail with kim on Karena, |
found out ai an early stage that he was
three weeks older than me so a degree
of respect was called for. We appeand
te both know parts of the same songs
bt mever all of the verses |

Monday July 22, got under way a hit
like a relav race with those who roared
ot of Creashaven for the 'Table booked
in Mary Anne’s’. Others had almost
cheated by starting off in Kinsale | By
the end of the day the fleet was
scattered from Kinsale 8]
Courtmacsherry, Glandore and
Castletownshend. The wind was o bit on
the nose and it really s o wonder that
we didn't all end vp in Ballycotion,
Later that aight Michelle Smith thrilled
many of us on TV with ong of here
swimiming Olympic Gold Medalks.

Tuesday July 23 part of the cruisng Neat
in Costlehoven.

On Tuesday July 23, dhere was a preat
sight of sail in Courtmacsherry Buy
hetween the Old Head and Seven
Head's, theere was a famr wind and plenty
of drink o the west, Karema miade the
passage frem Courtmac to Glandore
where we met up with Cyril Kilgrew
who must have goi lonely because he
had eruised back into his home port 1
Cynl kindly took me across in his car fo
the south shore of Castlehaven so that |
could 'take an auld snap',

Wednesday July 24, was the day fo head
for the COCA party in Baltmore, but nol
withowt a visit to Barlogue for seme of
us. Lan and I ended up having & linde ba
of Lunch with CCA [riends from
Boston on board Corrpvrecken,

The Commodare in Baltimare,

The sight of the full cruising fleet in
Baltimore was iruly magnificent, the
weather was kind and the sun shone
upon s all evening, 18 was here that the
logistical planning of the cruise really
came into its own and with the able
assistance of Baltimore Railing Club we
were all ferricd guickly ashore.
Commadore Bob Drew of the CCA
hosted o great party at the Baltimors
Harbour Hotel.  (Photo at top of page).




Thursday Jaly 25, suw sunshine smiling
down on Roaring Witer Bay for most of
the day, zadly o bunk of fog and
pssoctated bad visibility humg aroumd
The Fastnet for a photocall. On Karena
we had headed to South Harhour Cape
Clear from where we made the
pilgrimage to MNorth [larkowr which was
looking as beauiful as always, Surfice
te say the pimt of Murphy's had
travelled down very well from Cork.

By the latz afternoon of Friday Tuly 26
and with the sun stll shiming oway, the
whole of Schull wes alive. The harbour
was wirtually full and the large marquee
sited at the Commmumity Schull awaited
the start of the OO Rarbegue.

A greal svening was had by all and the
view oul of the open side of the
marques had 1o be seen o be bhelieved.
It clouded but the weather stayed dry
which was more than could be said for
the cruising folk who were provided
again with ferries into the small hears,

Sty Tuly 27, browght up a bit of 8

breese which really was how it should
have been for rounding the Mizen.
Berehaven and Bere [sland were the
destinations tor quite a few of us, Mary
and Fiona had jomed both Len and | in
Schull, That evening we were the only
vacht in Longhort from where it was
one mile 1o tee prb amd two miles back.

On Sunday July 28, there was a grand
breexe amd a great sail up Bantry Bay to
Gilengarrifl, we fortunately had heen
invited to the CCC raft up where our

Seottish cousins tried to educate our
palates with six Malt Whiskys -

At about D330 on the Monday morndng
a tervible wind rearcd through the leet
for about ten minutes, a number of
wachis had 1o re-anchaor.

Sadly all good things come to an end.
Commodores Kit Power RCC. Bob
Drew CCA, Katie Christie OCC, Vice
Commodiore Dooie Isdale NYYC and
Liam MeGonagle assembled in brillian:
sunshine cn the lawns of Bantry Howse
fior the final pasy.

The atmosphere was superk, new
friendships made with sailing and
eruising plans in hand for the fiture.

Unele Joveph producing the name af the
wenct wirthous the Tiding lighe

The Cruise in Company provided many
of us @ memorable week. Our special
thanks to Arthur Baker Chaitman, 1996
Cruise Commiftes, the full committee,
Marjorie, the crew of feah M 1, and
everyone who helped in any way
towards organising and running the
superh cruise.

Kevin Dwyer - Sepiember 1996




MOORINGS.

This year's most successful Cruise-in-Company around West Cork provided a marvellous opportunify b members
anel visitors to explore many of the delightfll harbours in that most delectable part of our coast. The weather for the
mast part was kind and anchoring even for the lange number of boats invalved presented no problems.

It did, howewver, give this scribe cause to reflect dn theidesialnlity of providing many more visitor moorings in a oo
ordinated scheme all arcund our cosst.

The availability of laid moorings in Crookhaven and Lawerenee's Cove brought home the comfort in entering a strange
harbour and being able to pick up a designated buoy perhaps late in the evening at pub time or in poor weather
conditicns, Apart from the peace of mind engendered, the use of space in the harbour is much more economicel.

I feel all members should press the Depariment of the Marine or Bord Failte or the local authorities to provide these
facilities a5 a matter of policy in o similar manner 1o those provided in Scotland by the Highlands and lslands Board.
O a similar matter, | was saddened by the sirong negalive comments from many of the members of ffie Cruise-in-
Company on my hame port of Dunmore Bast, Not many years ago this port was considered an imperative stop on any
east or west-bound cruise and many of the memberss would have happy memaories of this ence-charming and
weleoming village. Wow, thanks to to the uncaring and insensitive development by the Department of the Marin of
the harbour as a fishing harbour to ghe exchasion of all Jeisure intevests, it is shunned by all passing vachts. This traffle
{and valuable tourist business) has instead now transterred to Kilmore Quay which is most welcoming of yachts to its
new marina {again in a fishing harbour).

A proposal now mooted 1o develop a marina in Dunmore East should receive the strong support of all merribers.

Donal Brazil

South Coast News.

Autumn Rally : : ised by the
I'his is plarmed for Saturday, 12th October at East Ferry e 4 a

marina with the kind agreement of Jim Butler. Timing is The C.C.A. have very kindly invited members of the Irish
suggested for 1230hrs, and The Marlogue Tnn is offering Cruising Club to join them on their Cruise-in-Company
which is acheduled to take place in the area around
Penobseot Bay on the Nerth East Coast of Maine, The
main dates for the event are:

lunch at approx. £10; those intending to go are
particularky requested to book in good time direct on tel.
No. 021 8133%0 by no later than noon Thuesday, 10th

Orctober. Sunday, 27th July: North Haven. Opening event. Brunch
at Bill Saltonstall's home at Perry Creek; N44.07.2,
Wist. 520

Christmas Dinner

Wednesday, 30th July: Somes Sound. Cocklails and

- buffet dim t Farnhi Butler's  Yard;
arrangements for the above, which will take place at the NL_:_4;1 ﬁy:..éﬁla;;rr— : ERE i =

Roval Cork YC, Crosshaven, on Friday, oth December,
commencing with drinks at 2000hrs, and dinner at

Donal MeClement has wvery kindly made the

Thursday, 31st July: Fleet separates; There is the option
i of venturing down East towards Roque Island, or
2030hrs, As wsual, # will be for members only, and the remaining ir%he;hdmaslarea_ 1
meal will cost £20. Donal would appreciate it, if when

Wednesday, 6th August: All regroup at Flander's Bay;

E ; : M40, WhRDES for Raft-up for Commodore's Cocktail
whether ar not vou would be interested in using a coach Party

booking with him (te] no. 021-831161), you could adwvise

service from the City Hall. If sufficient interest is shown,
Friday, 8th August: Closing Picnic at lsland in area of Isle

it could probably be arranged as in previous vears at a
au Haut.

cost of approx. £5 per person. Also, The Grand is offering

B & B at £13 per person sharing for that night. Bookings Saturday, 22nd August: Down east group at Mistake
should be made ditect (el Nia 021 832270, [sland Harhour; Nd4_ Z8.7, WhF.32.5. Midcoast group at
Morgan Bay, N.E. of Blue Hill; N44.26.5, WaE, 200,

Flease note that anyone inferesied in participating should
contact Arthur Baker.




SAILING
CD-ROMS

COMPUTERS

DIRECTIONS
and the INTERNET

The Publications Sub Committee are very consciows of the
rate of development of electronic aids to navigation and
anticipate thal within a few vears there will he a
requircment tu pulblish sailing directions in CEerom form.
Already it is suggestad that oue Amendments should be
made available free of charge on e Inlesnel.

To keep abreast and ahead of these developmants, the sih
committes needs to be strengthened by having a member
work with it who is interested and knowledgeable in this
area and whe can develop the: compuker saftware and
techniques required. The idea is that the sub commilles
would invest in the necessary suftware hardware Lo
enable the development work be dome =0 that when the
time came the transition to clectromie publication oculd be
amoothly achieved.

Any membier who has an interest and expertise in this
area is asked o contact the Hon Secretary,

— T
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Fulluwing the oulgolng Commodore's Lumekh in the
Mational Yacht Club pricr to the Annual General
| Bfeetings in March, two of his presentation classes with

Wallace Clark's name on them found their way Lo

Belfast, Wallace alecady has a paic. 1F amy claivis 1o
e boer prlasses, please apply to Arthur Chre at Beltast
01232 Falall-

COMMTSSIONERS |

CF IRISH LIGHTS
BTLIMART BOFOY

At the beginning of the season a new wave potumted
sound signal was added to the Bulman buoy to replac:
the "old fashioned® biell which had been there for many
YEArs. Problems are arising due lo alleged "noise
pollution” and consideration 5 belog given to removing
the sound signal. The Commissloners would like our
views on whether or mot the sound signal in this lvcation
i& a real aid to navigasion, or whether [y words) it 35 just
a "nice thing to have®.

NOTICE
FROM THE TREASURER.

Members are reminded (palitely) that it 15 not the

policy of the Club to issue reminders to individuals
whose subscriptions are in arrears due to the cost
irvolved.
Subscriptions [£25) are due on 18t January yearly and
those who are in arrears for 1596 might pleass pestore
thalr good name by oow forwarding a femitbanoe o
the Hon. Treasurer - O P Brazil, “Killacd”, Jolevs Hill,
Waterford.
A large number of members now pay by Cradil Card,
which greatly lightens the work of collection, Any
member whoe has not done soamd would like to
arranyge pavment by this method should ask the Hon
Trewsurer for the approprizte form.
D. I, Brazil
Hon Treasurer

WEST COAST NEWS

An enjovable dinmer was held in Killary on 15t week in
June. The rally was well attended, only one boat
turned up, Jardath Cunnares as it wag blowing a gale.
A good Hme and music was had by all. Tk is hoped to
have the next Club dinner in November and all
Western members will be notitied. 1t wis & very busy
surnmer for the Westerm boats and Tomy Tober cruised
to the Clyde, Tarlath Conmare wend on the 5L Palrick
to the Baltic. Diavid Fitzgerald cruised back from Spain
and as did FaddyWalsh, Daniel Morrissey raced in
Foumd Ireland race and James Cahill joined in the
Cruise in Company. Jarlath Cunnane is vecy busy at
prresent with the South Arias Project to the Antarbic.

I hiave been asked to comvey your views on this as quickly
as poagible so I would ask members, particularly those
frum Kinsale and Cork, and any others wha have entered
Kinsale in condifions of limitwed visibility, & contact me
within ten days of receiving this newsletter.

Cormac P MeHanry
Him Secretary

CHRISTMAS CARDS

A few packs remain fram last vear's design, aveilable
from the Hon Secretary al £7.60 for 26 carde and
envalopes
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Crusing News

MR INGE AND MAKIMAL

The 154 have been active in promoting and encouraging
the progress of meorings and marinas. IFis plessing to
miste that a number of west coast locations should have
wisitors moorings Installed In time. For the the 97 Season.
These will be sitnilar in tppe to the o familiar Scottish
scheme, In some nther locations, for example Crookhaven
and Baltimore, the local commurity have reacked to
pressure and provided taclites

Clur South Esstern comer has been long neglectsd in the
development of dedicated yachting facilites, howeser the
154 have been active in encouraging and promoting te
schemes,

Dunmore Last’s Waterford Harbour 5.C. will be
prococding b put in @ marina during #6797, This will
have been achieved wia the strenous efforts of the
Warprford Harbour 5. and the enlightaned atitude of
the Waterford Coamty Manager, Meanwhile in Kilmone
Chaay local Basiness and Wesxdord County Council have
cocperated o take advantage of the Department of the
Marine's complete renovation of the harbour, A superh
new marit oty is imstallod swith evevthing fitked 1o
the highest standards, Do visit. watch the cross tdel

RADIC LICEMSING

The Global Marne Dasteess and Sabery System [GMWMDES)
iz due Lo become fully active 1 February 1999, nut so far
away, The 15A are keoping & chosa eye on developments
and in particular the Leensing issues invalved.

While the average local inshore sallor will initally be
affectad very little the lmplications for visiturs ta some
continental countries and for longer distance wovagers ane
much greater. On a global basis VHF clannel 16 will
ceake b be the fully watched distross calling channel,
Alomg with VHF medium and high frequency distress
working will all berveme susomated. In abl cases this only
“puaraniteed” method of pnnouncing distress will be via
the fitting of “Digital Sebective Calling™ (DSC) equipryent.
The wmpheations are two fold, Firstly vou are likely Lo
el ba I.JIJ}' e VHE e:Jui.FImEnI: which will inl‘n:gra,l‘e
with positlon fAnding equipment. Secondly vou will need
the knowledge and hence the ficence to operate in this
new envimment

HIGH SPEETD FERERIES

Cancern s growang over the advent of large coaft which
can travel at high speed. A recent conwvention of
navigators discussed the fmplications of craft such ay the
“HS85" which hes been introduced on the Irish Sea.
Clearly when the Collision regulations were written there
was na thaught of the possibility of ‘such speeds baing
attained by large ships. [t is self avident that the
regulations relating to the lighting, sound signals and
congested waters need urgent overhaul 1t 5 & chilling
thought that competitive commercial piddanres may
cause these nautical behemoths o be navigated at speads
in exoess of =safe watch keeping limits in waters which we
sihires with them, The 15A intend fo keep a watching brief
on this issue and to contrbute o suggestions o the MO
tor wreerhanl of the Repulations,

CTRUNSING SEMTRA

Followring o the swccess of this year’s seminar, we intend
runming angther on dth Febraare 19497 at Howth Yacht
Club. The theme is to e “Cridsing from Tradition to
Fechnoligy:, Wi promise a sparkling line up of speakers.
Make a diary note nowe, Details will follow.

Juhn Crdshin
Chairman Crusing Commites 54

CARIBBEAN MEET

It is planned to have an ICC Meet/Party
around the time of the CCA Winter Cruise
in St Martin for 1CC members whao will be
out there at that me. Would any member
who expects to be cruising in that arsa in
the second half of March 1997 and who
would be likely to take part, please contact
Brendan Bradley at Dublin 284 5074 ar
write to him at Belvedere, Harbour Road,
Dalkey Co Crablin

Of course, any member who is aking part
in the OCA Cruise and who can press- |

gang his or her American hosts to divert to
our Meet, would be most welcome!




Notice to Mariners

RE: DUNMORE EAST
HARBOUR, GO WATERFORD.

The Cepartment of the Marine wishes to advise that work has
commeanced on refurbishing the fender system on the Wast and South Piers at Dunmore East
Harbour, Co. Watarford. Access (o pars of these piers will be prohibited for a pariod of approxi-
mately two monthe. Mardners are advised to approach the harbour with caution as divers will be
in oparation during tha refurbishing works

A Jurthar Marins MNotice will be issued whean this work has been comploted.

Thormas Carroll, Secretary, Departrment of tfe Marine, Dublin 2.
11 September, 1996.

RE: KILMORE QUAY. CO WATERFORD.

A8 a reault of harbour devalopmeant work being carmied out at Kilmore Quay, all intending wsans
of tha harbour are advised that they ahould proceed with extreme caution due to restricted
depth at the harbouwur entrance and its approacheas.

A further Marine Motice will e Issued when this work has been completed.

Thomas Carroll, Sacratary, Departmeant of the Marine, Dulblin 2.
1 Auguat, 19896,

EASTCOAST WHIT RALLY - PWLLHELI - Ist JUNE1996

With gale winds from the South, nine vachts made the passage to the marina at PWLLHELL on the north
side of Cardigan Bay, berths were readily available on arrival fur: ALAKUSH, ELYSIUM, RIONNAG,
CARANJA, EROLUY, MARIE CLARE, MARGARET FRANCES, HYLASIA & SANDY WAYS. While one of
the round the world entrants NUCLEAR ELECTRIC was on public display for the weekend, her skipper
being a local club member, the star of our Rally was undoubtly Brendan Bradleys new Ovyster MARGARET
FRANCES having made the passage to dun Laoghaine from Spain the previous week,

Ihe Pwliheli Sailing Club now resides in a bar which is part of the marina building. Erected in front of the
bar a small marquee just about held its ties for our barbeque which was attended by 32 persons from our
boats and local members from the sailing club. Plans for a new clubhouse are on display and work is to
cominence this summer and promises tobe a fine facility right next door to the marina building,

On Sunday six of the participants, EROUY, MARGARET FRAMNCES, ELYSIUM, RIONNAG, SANDY WAYS
&MARIE CLARE enjoved a pleaseant sail around to Port Dinllaen {as photoggraphed in recent annuals by
W M. Nixon) for the night and another fresh reach across the Irish Sea on Monday in winds gusting 45
knots concluded an enjoyable weskend.




Morthern Area News

Many of the Northern members
centered the summer cruising on the
South Coast Rally. The enormous
success due to the effort of Rear
Commaodore, Arthur Baker and his
team made this a memorable
experience.

The Rally provided a springbcard
for seme to cruise further afield.
Adrian Spense travelled South to
Britanny for the Traditional Boat
Rally and Michael McKee took
“Isobel” up the West and Morth
Coasts to complete a circum-
navigation of Ireland.

Michael Mckee had already helped
Barry Bramwell to take his Oyster 47
te the Canaries and not satisfied
with this Michael joined Brian
Hegarty to sail "Oleander” from
Curfu tu her winter guarters in
Sibari, ltaly.

Scandanaiva was the goal for David
Parks "Alys and Rov Waters
"Milamdy'.

David had an extensive cruise
vigiting Morway, Sweden and
Denmark.

A wvery well organised and
competantly executed cruise was
carried out by Row in his Nicholson
a2 "Milandy™

Sailing from Belfast to Scotland and
eventually to Peterhead. From there
he crossed the MNorth Sea to
Denmark visiting many anchorages
before roturning homue.

In the earlier part of the season Peter
and Evelyn Konaldson in a boat lent
v a friend did an extensive cruise
theough the slands of the Cardbean.
Grorge Balston and William Escort
had their vessels on the West Coast
of Scotland and Dhickie Gomes took
part in the Round Britain and
Treland race onee more.

The committes meet in the Royal
Llster Yacht Club on October 26th
and it is hoped that northern
memboers will '[:_1ir| them for lunch
socialising and exchange of ideas.
There will be an Autumn meeting
for northern members, the date and
venue has yet to be arranged,

“Waxwing” in the Caribbean

Having spent five months cruizing up and down the Lesward islands
betwaen St Lucia and Grenada, we lakd up Waxwing on the hard at Power
Bpats excellent yard in Chaguaramas, near Porf of Spain, Trinidad, for Jura
and Jubky while wa returned heme 1o Ireland for 3 much needed rest from
this stressful existence, We really enjoyed our time there catching up with
the happanings and we learmed with pleasure that a number of 1CC yachis
are planning frans - Allantics - Brendan Bradbey in his new “Shalini” in
particutar, Ha must be well on his way by now and wea wish him and his
companions every enjoyment and success,

Untartunataly we will have moved on to Panama by the time they reach the
Caribbean, Meanwhile we shall be exploring the cruising grounds on
Venezuela's northem coast and its off-shore islands following more or less
in the wake of “White Shadow” (1994 Annual) and then on to the ABCs
(Aruba, Bonair and Curaca), We may visil the Sanblas islands in the new
VEar a5 wa are near Fanama,

Tne broad plan is to oo through e canal inomid Febroary and then spend
some time on the western sida of Panama where we are told, thare are
some lovely izlands just a little way off shore. we may also go north a littke
o Costa Rica which is reputed to be safe welcoming and quite beautiful.

We staved in Trinldad for August having some work done to Waxwing -
antifouling and some new slorage places plus a new fridge. Al of them
wauld be quite unnecessary at home bul wa have found that living abroad
fer an extended period calls for one or two "comfort features” over and
above the morm and especlally so i this hot, humid climate.

Of coursa a bigger, better fridge means more electricity used and in the
absance of a local branch of the ESB, we installed solar pannels, Weonderful
things - put in abowt 35 amp hrs plug each day and that takes care of the
fridge! Little wind except for an haur or twvo in the mid-aftermoon so our
Ampair |s not doing much work at present, However, we expect greatar
things from it as “winter’ 2213 in in November and the winds grow stronger
and more consistent, However, we helieve that the water is just as warm
and the days just as sunny. Ah its a hard life,

Hugao du Plessis presently has “Samharcin® (no one here adds “an Lar™)
baszed in Chaguaramas and we enjoyed many a chal with him. Hugoe “does
the weatner” on the moming YHF net and is & highly respected meamber of
the yachling community here. We believe he is off to explore some of the
fivers on the Venezuelan east coast and | hope he sends im a report. Mot
msany other - if indeed any - ICC members have done that

We have had several frands and some family membars stay with us from
time to time. The company and the chat aboul home happenings mean a kol
1o us as does the mail bag they bring with them. Wa are hoping to organise
things te get a copy of the 1996 Annual shortly after Christmas so we can
calch up with member crulses. Our favourite island was Grenada. Whila the
waler was not as clear as further wp the island chain - its just amazing in the
Granadines - Grenada remindad us a little of South West Ireland. lovely
people, good services, reasonable prices, a nice pace of life and rainl
Geatting water is often a tedious business and can be expansgive. Our
splendid rain-catching system can fill our tanks (108 gals) in a half hour or
=0 - but then, when it ralins in Grenada, it really reins. Mo rain in Venazuala
in thiz area at this time of the vear but, forfunately, mains waler is plentiful,
good and free so we keep topped up easily enough.

Your sincerely
Pedar & Susan Gray




