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Commodore’s Letter

By Peter Killen

First, many thanks to all who
elected me Commodore

at our recent AGM. Asl
remarked on that evening, |
am humbled and honoured,
and know | have a very hard
act to follow. David, hugely
supported by Meta, his
wife, has been an extremely
hard working and dynamic
Commodore. Apart from
managing the club in a most
relaxed and efficient way,
he and Meta have been
wonderful ambassadors for
our club.

I must also join David in
paying tribute to Flag officers
Alan Leonard and Peter
Courtney and committee
member, John Daly, who
stepped down at the
AGM. They all contributed
enormously during their time
on the committee, and we
all owe them a big debt of
gratitude.

One of the issues raised
at the AGM was the level of
the Club’s reserves. It was
agreed, firstly, that the annual
subscription be reduced to

€75, commencing January
2015.

It was also noted that the
committee would form a sub
committee to address the
issue of the reserves. Their
brief will be to recommend
the level of reserves required
to meet the long term needs
of the club, and to address
any excess above the required
level. Rear Commodore
Stanton Adair has agreed to
chair this sub committee,
and we hope to have their
interim report by the end of
June next, with a final report
in time for the autumn main
committee meeting.

John Clementson, our
webmaster, is setting up a
forum on the club website,
and | would ask everyone
who has suggestions on how
part of the reserves should be
utilised, to use the forum to
air their ideas. Peter Courtney
has agreed to act as the
facilitator.

The social life of the club,
during the winter months,

continues to be as lively and
enjoyable as ever, with the
regional Christmas lunches,
the pre season lunches and
the AGM (plus ensuing dinner)
all were very well attended.

At the end of March next,
we shall be enjoying our
annual dinner, this year, in the
Lough Erne resort, Enniskillen
Alan Leonard and his team are
hard at work, and | know it will
be a thoroughly enjoyable
weekend. A big thank you is
due to them for all they are
doing.

Planning for the 85th.
Anniversary rally is well
advanced, and Paddy McGlade
and his team are anticipating
areally good week. Entries
are limited to 85 boats, so if
you have not already booked
your boat in, don't delay!

This January, 17 new
members were elected to
the Club. They are all very
welcome and | look forward
to more formally welcoming
them at the new members’
cocktail party, on the Friday

evening, prior to the annual
dinner.

We intend to very activly
promote our club, during
the coming year, with a view
to encouraging enthusastic
racing/cruising sailors to
become members. There are,
| feel, many who have not
considered joining us and
who would make great club
mates.

Finally, | hope to meet
up with many of you at the
annual dinner and hope too
that the good weather of last
summer will be repeated
this year, with blue skies and
gentle winds!

Happy sailing to one and all.

Update 85" Anniversary Rally 5"-13 July 2014

Outline Plan for ICC 85th Anniversary Cruise July 2014 Events are as follows:

DATE
Saturday 5th July:

TIME

16.00 to 17.00

LOCATION

Royal Cork YC, Crosshaven

EVENT

Registration and distribution of skipper
packs incl. tickets
Skippers briefing
Opening Reception followed by Dinner*

17.00to 17.20
19.30 until late

Sunday 6th July:

Royal Cork YC, Crosshaven
Royal Cork YC, Crosshaven

We ask all boats to settle their accounts
and leave the RCYC Marina before 12.00
hrs to facilitate the Cork Week Regatta
then commencing
Islander's Rest Hotel, Sherkinls  BBQ and sea food evening meal and music*
Saturday 12th July: 18.30 to 22.00 **

Sunday 13thJuly:  12.00 to 16.00%*

Eccles Hotel Glengarriff 85th Anniversary Dinner*

Eccles Hotel Glengarriff 85th Anniversary Reception

(a light lunch will be served)

Events marked thus * indicate that drinks are not included but are available.
** Ferry Service will be provide to and from these events. Details at skippers briefing

Front Cover: “Shaking out the reefs” rounding the north end of St Lucia. Shelduck, a Dufour 34 designed by Umberto Felci and owned
1 by Neil Hegerty, on completing the ARC 2013.



Irish Cruising Club - Spring 2014

Secretary’s Report -, i riiawe

Election Committee will have the best
possible chance of being successful.

The Annual General Meeting took place
at the Royal St. George Yacht Club, on 14
February, with 95 members attending.
The draft minutes of the AGM are posted
on the ICC website.

A lively debate on the use of the Club's
financial reserves brought out a range
of views from retaining the existing
reserves to suggesting specific projects
for support. A sub-committee, chaired
by Rear Commodore Stanton Adair, will
consider the issue and bring forward
recommendations. To assist them in
their review, they seek the views of
members, either by entering the debate
on the “"Forum” on the Club website, or
by e-mail to honsec@irishcruisingclub.
com.

There were two changes among Flag
Officers with Peter Killen taking over
from David Tucker as Commodore and
Dan Cross is the new Vice-Commodore,
replacing Alan Leonard. Stuart Musgrave
took over from John Daly on the South
Region Committee.

The meeting approved changes

to Rule 6, to make the process of
membership nomination and election
more straightforward and effective.
This revised process will ensure that
all nominations that go forward to the

The Club's premier Award, the Faulkner
Cup was presented to Sam Davis by
Meta Tucker after the AGM. Sam has

New Member 2014
Paul McSorley

Paul puts his interest in cruising down to a discovery of Wallace Clarke's
"Sailing Round Ireland” in the local library in L'Derry. Various sailing
exploits followed in Australia with a trailer sailer and a young family. On
his return to these shores about 10 years ago he purchased a Westerly
Falcon, Viking Lord in which he has sailed throughout Northern Ireland, the
Hebrides and has had two seasons in Brittany. Paul is a former Commodore
and Secretary of Lough Swilly Yacht Club from where he still sails and
races. Currently Viking Lord is undergoing a major refit in preparation for
an extended cruise to Spain, Portugal and the Azores.

since received further awards from
other clubs and magazines for his
single-handed cruise from Tonga to
Strangford Lough.

On a different note, the use of the Irish
Cruising Club ensign by Irish residents
is subject to a warrant, issued by the
Department of Transport, Tourism

and Sport, which should be renewed
annually. ICC is required to provide
information regarding members,
adresses, yachts, etc. We have almost
all of this on our database, except
registration numbers and tonnage.
Please send me details of your
Registration number, if registered and
an estimate of your tonnage, so that |
can file the return.

Sam Davis receiving the Faulkner
trophy from Meta Tucker
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Heavy weather sailing and
the Jordan Series Drogue

By Sam Davis

There are several methods for handling sailing vessels in heavy weather depending on whether you are

short of sea room, in shallow water or in the open ocean. These methods involve heaving-to, lying a-hull or
trailing other gear in order to limit drift or increase directional stability; so as to prevent pitch-poling and/or
knockdown. Time of deployment will depend on whether or not you are on a vessel with a heavy displacement
with long keel or light displacement and fin keel. The sea state dictates deployment more so than wind

strength.

Itis a fact that in heavy weather, not many yachts survive a pitch-
pole, a capsize or even a bad broach. You seldom hear of the yachts
that don’t make it.

I have detailed below some information on the Jordan Series
Drogue, its deployment and recovery. | used this Drogue on my
passage from Tonga to Port Stanley aboard Suvretta, a Rival 41AC
cutter rigged. Displacement is about 16 t. (36000Lbs)

Until recently | had used most of the other methods, with
exception of the Jordan Series Drogue, which gets its name from
an American academic called Daniel Jordan who in conjunction
with the US Coastguard developed and tested this type of drogue
in the late 1980’s. He did this as a non-profit exercise.

The drogue consists of a series of small cones six inches long, five
inches open at the forward end of the cone and one and a half

3/4" and 5/8" diameter, 2-in-1,
Nylon double braid
MNew England Rope Co.

11/2 0z. Ripstop Dacron diameter
Weight of one cone is 0.5 oz.

3/4" x 015"
Nylon tape
3 strips,

equally spaced

FIGURE 17. Series Drogue Construction

inches or two inches at the after end. Each cone is attached to a
braided line by three sewn-on webbing straps, which are secured
through the braided line at each end. Each cone creates a drag of
around six pounds. | attached the sewn on webbing to the line

by using a small stainless open fid to open up a couple of braid
layers and push the webbing through and then knotting it with an

overhand knot which stops it pulling back through when under
tension.

On Suvretta | used a drogue of 120 cones which effectively created
a drag factor of about 720 pounds or more. Loading at the cleats/
attachment points would be many tons and shock loading much
more. From experience | would now add an additional 15 cones,
bearing in mind that in extreme conditions not enough cones
(drag) will allow a knockdown or pitch pole and too many will tend
to hold the stern down and allow even more heavy water to board.

From the outer part of the drogue | used 27 feet of long link 10mm
chain, then a long line with 90 cones affixed followed by another
line of similar length with 35 more cones at the after end. Then

a lead line of 200 feet; which is attached to a bridle. My bridle

is made up of two legs each of 20 feet. This gave me 300 ft or
more of clear line astern before the line of cones began; this in
conjunction with the chain weight kept all my cones deep enough
and below breaking seas allowing a steady drag.

The bridle must be attached to massively reinforced cleats or
shackled to some other very strong points port and starboard and
with added chafing protection as necessary. This is important as
the shock loading can be many tons and should a cleat pull out
when under strain then recovery from a dangerous situation would
be difficult.
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My drogue is therefore comprised of;
1. The Bridle. (2 legs of 20 ft heavy line)
2. The lead line of 200 feet.

3. The forward drogue line of 200 feet with 45 cones at the
after end. This takes up half of the line.

4. An after drogue line of 200 feet with 90 cones.
5. Aweighted chain, 27 feet of long link 10mm.

There is little information available about on how to stow or
deploy a drogue of this nature as not many people have used
them. As | had sailed up the Patagonian coast | had taken to storing
long mooring warps (100M +) in plastic woven bags similar to

coal sacks. My method of deploying the drogue was derived from
this and it does not seem to be written up anywhere in the sailing
literature. | bagged the components separately so that they could
be stowed in separate locations. Each bag was marked and each
bag line was marked separately so as to be able to attach the
forward end of a bag line to the after line of the next bag. | put the
forward end of the line in the bag first and then just stuffed the
bag with the rest. In this way | had several bags each with the two
lines protruding out two meters or so before | secured it with a
cable tie, ensuring that enough line came out of the bags to ensure
a good attachment to the next line.

| sailed with it made up, with the bridle attached and the legs lead
aft of the vane gear and coming over the top of the push pit on
the port side and cable ties keeping it in place. The bridle was also
secured to the after part of the vane gear with cable ties to keep it
away from all moving parts.

In the cockpit | connected all the bagged components and secured
them at the after end of the cockpit. Then when | decided the
Series Drogue should be deployed | just readied the bags and
began throwing them over board in sequence; starting with the
chain and finishing with the lead line.

When you begin throwing the bags overboard, the drogue deploys

Is this a record?

Is this a record ? Douglas Mellon (elect 1947 ) and James Nixon
(elect 1971). Two members with 110 years of membership between
them. Photographed last summer in Kirkcudbright during Meander’s

Scottish cruise

on its own as the tension increases breaking the cable ties and the
bags just blow away in the wind. The drag starts immediately and
then you prepare yourself for the cockpit filling. This is inevitable.
At this stage | would crouch down in front of the binnacle and
wedge myself in.

| found that Suvretta was doing up to 6 and 7 knots at times when
the drogue was deployed and down to 2 knots and less when the
wind decreased to 40 knots.

Some fin keel yachts use the drogue in open ocean/deep water to
maintain directional stability in 45 to 50 knots of wind. There is,
however no substitute for a long keel and at times on Suvretta |
would liked to have the comfort and security of a full keel.

Some people say that the Series Drogue can be deployed slowly
to the amount of drag you require. | have no idea how this could
be done safely and doubt that it can be. Others have suggested a
heavily constructed spool system in the cockpit. | doubt that this
would be practical. .

Recovering the series drogue is a very strenuous, wet and time-
consuming operation. On the approach to Port Stanley | began to
take my drogue in with windspeeds of 35 to 40 knots and by the
time | had finished ten hours later it was only down to 25 knots.
The seas were still quite high. | became constantly drenched tying
rolling hitches as far outboard as possible and then winching in
about six feet of line at a time. | had no alternative. | was tracking
to miss the entrance to Stanley Harbour by 16 miles to the south
and this would have been a disaster. | was almost out of diesel
because | had used it to charge batteries due to my wind charger
failing a few days after leaving Tonga. The present sea and wind
conditions would not allow me to make a course change to port by
the 15 degrees which was needed and we were just over 60 miles
to the entrance. (the longer | waited and the closer | got to Port
Stanley the more of a course change to port | would need to make
to reach the entrance ;this was the problem | was faced with) If |
missed Port Stanley the only option was to head on to South Africa.
Under normal circumstances | would recommend waiting until the
winds were below 20 knots.

The Jordan series drogue was invaluable in the extreme wind and
wave conditions | experienced. | am pleased that | had it available.
If | can provide a more detailed description or explanation of the
series drogue please let me know.

Bibliography:

Jordan, D.1., "Investigation of The Use of Drogues To Improve The
Safety of Sailing Yachts”, U.S. Coast Guard Report No.

CG-D-20-87, May 1987, http://www.jordanseriesdrogue.com/pdf/
droguecoastguardreport.pdf

Heavy Weather Sailing - Making a Series Drogue
by David Lynn
http://www.nineofcups.com/Articles/Seriesdrogue.pdf
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Classic Cruising Book review

By James Nixon

This slim volume appeared just after the end of the Second

1 World War, and rationing was still present. This was
At t he TI I Ie r probably the cause of the meagre 218 pages, including
lain W Rutherford an index, and the title page indicates that it was printed

: : : : to "Book Production War Economy Standard”. The

First published in 1945 by Blackie & Son, Ltd., monochrome illustrations are typical of that time, and
Glasgow Blackies have inserted some that are unconnected with the
text, possibly to act as ‘page fillers'.

— S— : I
by ! The book opens in the early 1920’s with the author’s early
sailing on the Gareloch in a modified canoe. The first cruise
was in his father's Gareloch OD ‘Galatea’ in the Firth of
. Clyde. This is a class in which many school and university
students competed in the annual Mudhook YC event. They
| are 24ft OA and part-decked. He comments: “Every cruise
Vi e - should teach one something, and so we learnt that small
D e tents are not much fun on the West Coast of Scotland in a
STV | spell of wet weather”. Plus ¢a change...
L'UN W RUTHER‘FORD | Laterhe sailed on several borrowed ‘gaffers’ and describes
A . ‘| vividly many anchorages, and challenges, that ICC members
| will recognise.

However, Rutherford is probably best known for his intrepid
cruises in "Suilven”, a converted and unconventional 6
metre, which he bought for £90 in 1933. Originally "Sheila”,

At the Tiller’ has been a favourite of mine from

childhood. | shared a bedroom with my brother
Winkie, and this little cruising classic was one
of the first to introduce us to cruising in small
boats. We had already started to sail in dinghies,
and the Mull of Kintyre was clearly visible

from our room. The west coast of Scotland
predominates in this book which helped to
inspire in us an enthusiasm for cruising that
persists to this day. “SUILVEN " IN THE CRINAN CANAL
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*SULLVEN ™

IN VILLAGE HAY, 5T, KILDA

he re-named her after the distinctive mountain of that name
on the Sutherland coast in NW Scotland. She was designed
by Starling Burgess, with very short overhangs, and built by
Herreshoff in Bristol, Rhode Island. Her unusual appearance
was exaggerated further by a lofty spar with an in-built
bend, like the 30 square metres of the day.

The proud new owner quickly started to cruise afar. As

she was still in racing condition the accommodation was
spartan, with sitting headroom in the tiny cabin, and an
unreliable outboard motor attached to a bracket on one
side. The first cruise was fast, and extensive, to the Outer
Hebrides. This was followed by a long week-end in brisk
weather to Belfast Lough, and to a chilly welcome at RUYC.
Not, we hope, likely today. At that time it was standard
practice to tow the dinghy astern, but after the inevitable
problems of broken tow ropes and sinkings, he found a tiny
pram that fitted on deck aft of the mast.

The following year he sailed to Norway over three weeks,
and his description of the North Sea crossing in such a boat
is memorable. This was followed in 1935 by a cruise from
the Clyde to St Kilda and back in just over a week, including
transit of the Crinan Canal, towed by a horse. After much
debate the islanders had been evacuated in 1930, many
being housed at Loch Aline on the Sound of Mull. During the
following summers some returned for a few weeks, and the
crew of “Suilven” met several that year. Rutherford visited
them in their new houses on the mainland on later cruises.

He returned to St Kilda in 1936, and, again, some St Kildans
were in residence. He joined a sheep hunting expedition on
Boreray, and went seal-hunting on Soay. They were piloted
through the narrow passage between Soay and Hirta (St
Kilda) in calm weather, and may be the only yacht ever to
have done so. It was another amazingly long cruise in only a
fortnight.

The following chapters concern a circumnavigation of
Ireland in 1937 in 33 days. The extracts from his log are
evocative, especially for ICC members. They had anchored
in Clifden Bay in the mistaken belief that the railway was
still operating, and would have made crew changes easier.
However the line had been closed by the Great Southern
Railway Company two years earlier.

The description of their departure from the anchorage in a
rising gale is recommended reading for anyone cruising on
that coast. Under trysail and storm jib "Suilven” beat out
and, when they passed Turbot Island, they noticed a curragh
coping splendidly in awful conditions. Reaching open
water they wondered..."whether she would perform the
impossible as we watched the breaking crest bearing down
on us —up, up, we would climb, heeling over increasingly
as we left the trough, until as we breasted the summit we
would be flattened down with the full force of the gale on
our sails.” All this in a slightly modified racing boat with
neither lifelines nor self-draining cockpit. This beautifully
written piece continues until they gain some shelter in the
lee of Innish Boffin (sic), and into the natural harbour. He
mentions that the “two beacons ashore give a leading line
which takes one alarmingly close to these rocks”. That has
not changed.

After being blown ashore in the dinghy they realised that
they would have been unable to row back aboard against
the gale. The skipper and crew Andrew Blaikie shared a bed
in a house with “a kitchen with a peat fire —in heaven”. The
next day they headed for Achill Sound. Following a fishing
boat through the swing bridge, the elegant curved mast
came against telephone wires, which were not mentioned in
the Admiralty Pilot. One wire broke but the second held the
boat, with her sails filling beautifully. The ebb had started
and they decided to throw a line ashore to the “jostling
mass of men, women and children” that had gathered to
watch. They heaved with a will. It... “was too much for the
wretched wire, which gave up the unequal strain” and they
passed through and anchored. After an altercation with two
difficult inebriates, a more friendly man took them to his
house for whiskey, and he hoped the mast was none the
worse. Evidently local politics influenced this fracas.

In continuing heavy weather they struggled northwards and
on to Arran in the Firth of Clyde. This is a fascinating account
demonstrating the problems of cruising along our West
coast in such a vessel at that time. They were stoical sailors,
typical of the period.

Almost as an aside, Rutherford describes joining the crew
of ‘Trenchemer”, a newly-built steel yawl, designed by Olin
Stephens. The trial sail and subsequent participation in
the 1935 Fastnet Race is described, but one feels reading
this that Rutherford'’s love was still of cruising in smaller
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“PLEIADES ™ AT ANCHOR IN LOCH ALINE

boats. ‘Trenchemer” at 72ft OA was the largest steel yacht
built in Britain up to that time. She had been commissioned
by WDM Bell of the whisky dynasty, and a famous ivory
hunter (amassing a fortune from this). Many innovations
were introduced including a Kenyon electronic log, which
encouraged some to sail too “free” and not on the wind.
They came second in class to ‘Stormy Weather’, a celebrated
Stephens yawl. Back in Plymouth the usual jollification took
place, during which Rutherford met Weston Martyr, the
well-known author of ‘'The Southseaman’, as well as of other
sailing titles.

The first part of At the Tiller' ends with the sale of ‘Suilven’
and purchase in 1937 of 'Pleiades’, a classic 8 metre
designed by Anker in 1926. She had lovely lines similar to
the Dragon class, by the same designer. Her conversion to
a cruising yacht was supervised by Arthur Robb, who was
later to become a highly respected designer. Among many
additions were a Britehot charcoal stove and a Baby Blake
WC. WC facilities were not mentioned aboard ‘Suilven'.

He describes cruises on the West coast of Scotland in 1937,
and to Orkney the next year. The lessons learnt included
that an 8 metre could be handled by a “weak crew” and

the "desirability of a reliable inboard engine”. He had been
trying to manage by towing ‘Pleiades’ from the dinghy
powered by an outboard engine.

Sadly this marks the end of a very readable first part; there
are no more sailing extracts. Rutherford joined the RNVSR
(Supplementary Reserve) in 1937 and in the second part, in
the same readable style, he describes his war experiences.
His first command was of a Peterhead drifter which he
re-named 'Suilven’, to the pleasure of the crew-men of
fishermen who were familiar with the landmark mountain
of that name. They were based on patrol in the Firth of Tay,
with its fearsome bar. As the risk of invasion increased they
were moved north to Montrose.

In 1941 he was sent for training in fast motor boats, and
eventually commanded ML 239, a Fairmile B Class 112ft
OA. He took her over from the builders on the Hamble.
Stationed in Stornoway, he describes this as a very happy
time. His wife was able to join him with their new-born
daughter. The various exercises and abortive U-boat hunts
were interspersed with enjoyment. Surprisingly he gained
respect for the seaworthiness of the MLs, despite his sailing
background. This little book ends with his regret that space
did not allow mention of his service in MGB's MTB's and
corvettes.

lain Rutherford wrote very little else that Winkie and | have
been able to trace. He was elected a member of the RCC

in 1936, and was awarded the Founder’s Cup that year.

He received its premier trophy, the Challenge Cup, for the
round Ireland voyage the following year. He may have
resigned at this stage, but was no longer a member after the
war.

He was also a member of the CCC and received the Coats
Cup in 1934 for the best cruise of the season, the trip to
Norway. In the CCC Annualin 1954 he wrote "Random
Recollections” about crewing on the Cowes to Corunna Race
on the 36ft OA 'Kay".

An article by him appeared in the Yachting World Annual of
1964, concerning a voyage in 1961 to Rockall in ‘Aeolian’,

a 40 ft OA Robert Clark yawl. Lloyds indicates that he was
living in Rhu on the Gareloch in 1964, and then in Tarbert,
Argyll, on Loch Fyne in 1970. His last boat seems to have
been the MFV "Rockall’. We now know from the Mudhook YC
records that he became a member of that distinguished club
in 1951, and died in 1977.

There was a ghastly coincidence in 1965. His daughter
Fiona was drowned when ‘Trenchemer’, now owned by
Bobby Somerset, was wrecked approaching Rhodes harbour.
(Somerset had won the Fastnet Race in 1929 and 1930
when owner of the celebrated ‘Jolie Brise’). Fiona had been
offered a berth on the boat from Egypt. She wired her father
to ask if it was safe to accept, and he is reported as saying
that he would have had reservations if it had been any other
skipper or vessel. Annabelle’s friend Caroline Gibbs, and
Bobby Somerset also died..

My thanks are due to ICC (and RCC) members Christopher
Thornhill, Sandy Taggart and Winkie for help in unearthing
these details.

On a happier note 'Suilven’ has been restored and re-named
with the original name 'Sheila’. She is still sailing in the West
Country

| hope some ICC members will find a copy of this gem, and
enjoy it, as | have many times.

(AbeBooks www.abebooks.co.uk have various copies for
sale to suit all pockets -Ed)
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A tidal conundrum

by Norman Kean

The Routen wheel in Strangford Narrows

Consider Mulroy Bay. A four-square-mile
inland lake of seawater, connected to

the sea by a channel five miles long, with
three sets of narrows. Each set of narrows
delays and attenuates the tide, so that
while the spring range at the entrance is
3.5 metres, the range in the Broad Water
is only a metre, and the high water occurs
two and a quarter hours later.

All logical enough. One might discuss the
appropriateness of fish farming in a place
with such limited exchange of water, but
that’s another day’s work. However the
tidal dynamics are intuitively reasonable.
The entrance channel is simply too small
In cross-section to permit the passage of
the 50 million tonnes of water in six hours
that it would take to lift the Broad Water
by 3.5 metres at spring tides. At the Third
Narrows the stream can attain six knots,
but the channel is only 250 metres wide
and 3 metres deep.

Now compare Strangford Lough. A
30-square-mile inland lake of seawater,
connected to the sea by a channel four
miles long. Superficially similar in many
ways to Mulroy, but on a bigger scale.
As in Mulroy Bay, the narrows cause the
time of high water to be delayed; high
water throughout the Lough occurs an
hour and forty minutes later than at the
mouth. But in this case, the range is not
(much) reduced. At Killard Point outside,
the spring range is 4 metres, and in the
body of the Lough it is 3.5. Furthermore,
chart datum in the Lough, relative to the
absolute standard of Ordnance Datum,
is 1.3 metres higher than outside. When
the sums are done, that means that at
HW springs, the water level is 0.6 metres
higher in the Lough than in the Irish Sea.
No great rivers flow into the Lough; can
it be that water flows uphill through the
Narrows?

Quite possibly it does, and perhaps the
answer lies in the esoteric science of
wave harmonics. (It was while researching
this, as children, that we all got in trouble
for sloshing the bath water out on to

the floor.) It's the reason why Liverpool
has nine-metre tides while Dublin’s are
only four. Also, the Narrows of Strangford
Lough are straight and deep, and they
alone contain perhaps 120 million tonnes
of water. When that gets going at six or
eight knots, it’s hard to stop.

But in Mulroy Bay, the relatively long,
tortuous and shallow nature of the
channel keeps things from getting
altogether too technical. Or is there
another explanation for the rather odd
behaviour of Strangford Lough?

Comments (technical and otherwise) are
invited!
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Membership News

Following some criticism that

the Membership Application
process had become unwieldy,
confusing and unnecessarily
complex the Committee set up a
small working group chaired by
the Hon. Admissions Officer, Dick
Lovegrove. The group reported last
Autumn and proposed a new set of
guidelines and several minor rule
changes. All of these changes will
come into effect this year. As an
aide memoir the guidelines will be
published every year in the Spring
Newsletter and of course on the
website.

Guidelines for Proposers of
Candidates for Membership

Proposers and Seconders should
read this document carefully

The Rules for election to
membership are laid down in Rule
6 (i to xiv) of the Club Rules. These
Guidelines are to assist those
members proposing candidates for
membership.

Election to the club is a competitive
process, places are limited, and
proper paperwork is essential to
give the candidate the best chance
of election. If the candidate’s
qualities are not clear from the
application, his or her election
prospects will be affected, as it

is only through the form that
Committee members can assess a
Candidate whom they do not know.
Proposers and Seconders of new
members must be members

of at least four years standing.
Flag Officers and members of
Committee are ineligible to
propose or second candidates for
ordinary membership.

1. The proposer manages the
whole process and should
ensure that the candidate meets

the criteria in the "Qualities
Required for Membership”
published on the Website and in
the Newsletter

. The proposer shall first discuss
the candidate, before 15
September 2014, with the
Local Flag Officer (LFO) who
should meet the candidate. (If
necessary the discussion can
be widened to include regional
committee members and other
Flag Officers.)

. Ifitis agreed that the candidate
could make a worthy member,
then the LFO will issue an
Application Form to the
proposer.

. Completed Application Forms
must be accompanied by a
short biography and a portrait
photograph. (These are for
publication in the Newsletter,
should the application be
successful.)

. Letters of support from up to
three other members may be
included and should comment
on the aspects described in
the "Qualities required for
membership” document.
Supporters should remember
that their letters are to assist
Committee members to assess
a candidate whom they do not
know personally and when they
may not know the Proposer or
supporters. All letters should be
typed or printed on, and limited
to, one page only.

The form, which is a WORD
document, should ideally be saved
to a computer and completed
electronically. Electronic
completion and submission is

the preferred format, but must

be followed by signed hard copy
submitted by post. Proposers who
are not comfortable with this may
obtain a printed version from the
LFO.

Members should note that joint
applications by husband and wife,
or partners, are not acceptable.
Each should submit a separate
application.

Itis the responsibility of the
proposer (not the applicant) to
ensure that the application is
correctly completed and that

it, together with all supporting
documentation, is sent to the LFO
for review by 31 October.

If the LFO approves the application,
it is the proposer’s responsibility
to ensure that the application is
received by the Hon. Admissions
Officer (HAO), Richard Lovegrove,
Corrig, Convent Road, Dalkey, Co
Dublin mailto:randhlovegrove@
gmail.com by 30th November.
Applications received after this
date will be returned.

Once a candidate has been elected
to membership, it is the duty of
the proposer to welcome his/

her candidate into the Club by
introducing them to as many
members as possible. The proposer
should make all reasonable efforts
to ensure that his/her candidate
honours the ethos and traditions
of the Club, attends Club functions
afloat and ashore, and contributes
to Club publications, whenever
possible.

New Members are expected to
attend the AGM and New Members
Welcoming Cocktail Party at the
Annual Dinner Weekend and it is
the Proposers duty to encourage
them to do so.
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New Member 2014

Uel Gillan

Uel began sailing as a child, restoring a Herron dinghy and sailing it out
of Lough Neagh Yacht Club. He briefly owned a Flying Fifteen before

departing these shores for England. In 1992 his serious interest in cruising

was rekindled by a charter hire in the Greek Sporades. Subsequently he

chartered in other Mediterranean locations, the Caribbean and Malaysia

before acquiring, in 2002 , Valhalla, a Halberg Rassy 36 which is based in
Strangford Lough. Since then he has cruised from northern Spainto the

Outer Hebrides. This year he is planning a circumnavigation of Iceland.

Earthwind map

If you need yet another excuse
to sit in front of a computer
screen

This mesmerising Earth Wind Map
showcases real-time data on global
wind conditions in the form of
snaking neon lines. Breezes are
represented by thin strands of

green lines, strong winds with long
streaks of yellow, while the most
violent currents are shown in red.
The Earth Wind Map gathers weather
data from the Global Forecast
System at the National Center for
Environmental Prediction, a NOAA
initiative. The script then
translates the data into
a user-friendly
interactive
animation.

The map is not exactly real-time,

but it comes pretty close: the data is
updated every three hours and it can
be set to show wind conditions on
any day in recent history.

The US National Weather Service's
Global Forecast System keeps
track of the world's weather. It's
an incredibly valuable repository
of information, but its data, shown
in DayGlo charts peppered with
numbers, isn't the easiest to
visualise. That's where the Earth
Wind Map can come in handy. It
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takes the the Global Forecast
System's data — updated every
three hours — and applies it to

a zoomable map. The result is a
beautiful representation of the
world's wind in almost real-time.

Earth Wind Map is interactive. Click
and drag the globe and you'll spin
itin place, then wait a few seconds
before the data appears in the form
of snaking lines. Gentle breezes
are thin strands of green, strong
winds are long streaks of bright
yellow, while the strongest
currents are an angry
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From the archives

We have a magnificent archive of cruising history going back to the early days of the Club and this, for
those who don’t already know is available on-line on the ICC website.

"It must have made sailing ****** seem very tame, but it was pleasant in the occasional sunshine slipping through The
Sluice, arguing our way round the Dogger Bank off Rosslare and slaking thirsts that night in Rosslare while the tide turned;
not so pleasant leaving before dawn, but then at sunrise we plugged into the southerly round Carnsore, splashed our way
through Saltee Sound heading on for Helvick, but then the wind got up and the visibility closed down ~so we ran through
a maze of salmon nets into Dunmore East. We spent the afternoon pinting in The Butcher’'s and discussing the remarkable
fishing. Next day the little sewing machine of an engine took us through mist to Ballycotton, the boredom of calm being
relieved by E catching mackerel and poaching them a la Clement Freud (boiled till the eyes turn white, which is only just
boiled - delicious). Then on in the dusk for Kinsale, entering in the small hours through fog so thick that if it hadn’t been for
the bell on the Bulman buoy we'd still be looking for the place. The morning (14 July) brought sunshine and summer at last
and Bastille Day with the Pernod flowing on board two little French boats alongside and in the evening, G arrived, the three
of us adjourned suitably awash to Olympic supper in Kinsale Y.C. and much revelry, man floored in club by G, for improper
remarl - G’'s husband takes note of impressive uppercut. E and he queasily on way in even stronger sunshine in the morning
and run in easterly to rendezvous with G and P in Castletownshend............c.ccccevuunn..e.

G arrived, the three of us adjourned suitably awash to Olympic supper in Kinsale Y.C. and much revelry; man floored in
club by G, for improper remark - G’s husband takes note of impressive uppercut. E and he queasily on way in even stronger
sunshine in the morning and run in easterly to rendezvous with G and P in Castletownshend..............................

The morning being a Monday (17 July) we did absolutely nothing being already settled into that West Cork routine of just
somehow finding ourselves surfaced at an appropriate hour of the morning, or day rather, a cup of teain the hand, discussing

the vital issues of the day, such as where we should go for a bathe.

The Seagull by Michael F. Coyle Member elected 1971

Whilst the albatross has had mythical status for centuries and it has been considered that harming them brings ill-luck (qv.
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner), the record is indistinct when it comes to other sea birds.

The seagull’s killed, although unwilled;
‘Twas struck by my speeding car;

And the anxious thought, to my mind was brought,
‘Tis unlucky this by far.

This sailors’ view, is nothing new,

'Tis as old as time itself;

So hearken to my tale of woe,

Then decide it for yourself.

From Union Hall, near Glandore’s vale,

To Crosshaven's sheltered shore,

In‘Solas of Howth' - to tell it, I'm loath We'd trouble more and
more.

We lost a day, not under way,

When the engine became a must ;

Long hours were spent, o’er the engine bent,
For the bloody thing was bust.

And then the crunch, whilst having lunch,
Washed down by a modest drop,

For the anchor’s rope, our only hope,

Got tight around the prop.

Crosshaven stank, when we struck a bank,
On a cursed falling tide;

‘Twas then we found, we were fast aground;
Night long we must abide.

On another date, at Arklow late,

For a cruise, we joined ‘Force One’;

Bound for the Clyde, on the morning'’s tide,
We looked forward to lots of fun.
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But the engine stalled; oh, the names ‘twas called!
"Twas a week before ‘twas done ;

And this is the start, but forming part,

Of the happenings aboard ‘Force One".

On Scotland'’s Clyde, we sailed with pride,
‘Till our steering gear broke down,

But we carried on, with the tiller strong,
Until Portpatrick town.

By whirlpools, treacherous every time,
We'd nearly been undone,

For in Strangford Lough, we struck a rock,
But damage there was none.

Whilst homeward bound, came a dismal sound,
When on course well off the coast;

‘Twas the engine coupling packing it in,
Just when ‘twas needed most.

For the wind was gone, and we forlorn,
Were carried along by the tides;

Full many a pout, when the grub ran out,
And swearing galore besides.

At Howth we arrived and to moorings hied,
But misfortune struck once more;

For in tacking to catch our mooring buoy,
We ran aground off the shore.

Just a final word; it's perhaps absurd;
Some even might think it rot;

Is this gull superstition a lot of crap?
Convinced of that, | am not.
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New Member 2014
Paul O’Brien

Paul began his sailing career rather unusually by joining the local sub-
aqua club in Galway. Cruising first on a Folkboat and then Shemite, an
S&S29 which has belonged to ICC members in former years. His first
long passage of 21 miles to Inishmore was in 1984 in a 19" Beneteau.
Twelve years ago he bought an Island Packet 445 in which he has sailed
extensively around Scotland, Norway, Denmark and Holland. He is a
member of the OCC and a former Commodore of GBSC. His plan for
2014 is a cruise to Madeira.

New Member 2014
David Meeke

David'’s early years on the water were spent swimming,
canoeing and boating on Carlingford Lough. Eventually he
graduated to a Puppeteer followed by a First 25 which he
sailed from Down Sailing Club in Strangford Lough.

The acquisition of Serenity, a Baveria 37 in 2008 has
allowed more distant destinations including the Baltic and
Brittany as well as local waters. He is currently a member of
the RUYC and the Cockle Island Boat Club. Plans for this year
include joining the ICC Rally and a cruise to the Caledonian
canal.

ScuttieButt
Forthcoming events 2014

NORTH SOUTH EAST WEST
Thu Mar 20, 2014 Wed Mar 05, 2014 South Friday 11 April 2014 East  Sat. 26 April 2014 West
@12:00 - North Region Region Spring Lunch Region Spring Lunch Spring Lunch The Quay
Winter Lunch Wed Apr 02, 2014 South Sat 6 September 2014 Cottage Westport. Contact
Sat Apr 12, 2014 North Region Spring Lunch Autumn weekend Alex Blackwell
Region Spring Dinner cruise in company from

Greystones Marina.

Contact Robert Fowler.
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Western Wanderings

By Jack McCann

The recent winter storms created

havoc around our western
seaboard. Six cars were blown
into the sea from Cleggan pier.
Two were never found.

There was severe damage to the
Inisbofin lighthouse and to the old

fish curing station at the East End

pier which was built in 1897. Storm
damage swept away a bridge on a road
to Rosmoney Pier. In Clew bay Coastal
erosion is severe with flood barriers
damaged. Fergal Quinlan was woken
up at the dead of night by “storms
shrieking around the chimney pots,
trying to suck the life blood out of the
shaking house and the nerves out of a
shaking skipper, who is lying abed with
a duvet over the head and reassessing
the setup of the mooring. But all the
post storm mornings have, so far,
revealed Pylades to be gently swinging
at her mooring. However Grey a fun
vak 3.9M, our service boat broke free
of its mooring and ended up on the
rocks on the fair morning of the 25th
December. No damage except the final
demise of the 15hp Honda, whose

day had passed in any case. A new
(2002) Evinrude has been procured as
replacement to accompany us on our
projected cruise to the Hebrides this
year.

Away from these shores Justin
McDonagh and crew on Selkie
continued to cruise the Canary Islands
in 2013 and later headed west to the
Caribbean with a new Atlantic Rally,
the Atlantic Odyssey. This was a family
focused event. The fleet of twenty
three boats left Arecife, Lanzarote

for Martinique in mid November and
because of light winds in the first
weelk, the crossing was a little longer
than planned but they received a great
welcome.

Patrick Blaney reports that he must
regrettably move Mealduinin 2014
from Galicia after two wonderful
seasons. There are rumours of possible
mutiny among the crew if fresh
pastures are not researched and plans
made before the end of 2014. Galicia
he says, is really West Cork with
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sunshine, in terms of sailing area, bays
and islands and the short distances
between places to visit, and shure

de place is full of them Cork People
anyway! | suppose the only difference
is that it's half the price, there's

no Guinness, and everyone speaks
Spanish.

The Western Committee awarded
the Aran Islands Trophy this year to
Anne Kenny in recognition to her
commitment to cruising. She hdas
recently cruised extensively in the
Baltic on her yacht Tam O’ Shanter.
Even though her boat is wintering in
Sweden, this has not stopped her and
she has recently crossed the Atlantic
crewing with Neil Hegarty and is now
enjoying the delights of the West
Indies.

Tom Foote’s Picnic will be cruising to
the Balearic Islands this season. It is
planned that she will sail from her
base in Almerimar, Spain in early June

After the storm

together with Jack McCann and it is
hoped that a cruise in company with
Sean O’Loughlin’s Sundowner may yet
be possible.

Cruinniu na mBad Kinvara, Irelands
leading Galway Hooker and Wooden
Boat Maritime Festival, since 1979,
will take place this year on the 8, 9 and
10th of August. All ICC members are
welcome (with or without their boats).
Contact Michael Brogan 0872510922
www,kinvara.com/cruinniu

Brian Sheridan reports that Galway
Harbour Company has lodged plans

to extend the harbour with An Bord
Pleanélain January 2014. The plans
have been many years in preparation
and the extended harbour will plug
the gaps that exist in maritime Galway.
This proposal will accommodate not
just commercial shipping, but also
marine leisure including a 200 berth
marina, cruise tourism, ocean energy,
ocean technology, fishing and offshore
exploration.
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Mike Balmforth'’s nautical

books and charts

Mike's widow, Alison, (ICC) has written
in to kindly offer members access

to the many books and charts that
Mike had collected over the years. In
addition to being a member of our
club Mike was of course a prolific
author about nautical matters -
particularly concerning Scotland and
Ireland - and he was a Fellow of the
Royal Institute of Navigation.

Here is how Alison describes what can
be inspected. They are all at her home
in Toward.

"There are several charts, some quite
old, of the Scottish and Irish coasts and
the North Sea and some of Helgoland
and the Elbe and north to Romo

and the Dutch and German coasts
including Borkum, Sweden and the
Aalund Islands.

There is a mixture of others including
Bristol approaches, the Scillies,
Morecambe Bay, Liverpool and the
Menai Strait.

The books include cruising guides to
the Scottish and Irish coasts and the
North and East coasts if Scotland.

There are boat wiring and
maintenance books, sailing yarns and
log paper and plotting sheets.

There are coastal guides to European
waterways, Norway, the Bohuslan of
Sweden and the Netherlands. and
pilot books including the east coast if
Scotland south, west, north and east
coasts of Ireland, Humber to Rattray
Head the Solway, as well as the Inner
and Outer Hebrides.

There are ICC journals from 1966 to
present day and some journals of the
RIN of which Mike was made a fellow a
few years ago.

Of course | understand that these
are very dated books and charts but
if anyone is interested they will be
very welcome to have a look as my
boys have what they want and | have
kept some charts of our cruises to
have framed as mementoes and am
planning eventually to downsize but
hesitant to give to the charity shops
things that might be of interest to ICC
or CCC".

Irish Cruising Club Publications

Ed Wheeler

As many members will
know, we are actively
looking at e-publication
sailing directions. The
web-type format we
beta tested during the
VOR in 2012 involves
too much editorial
effort, and we're looking
again at "smart” pdf
formats, to run on

Did you know?

tablet computers such
as the iPad. There is
no need to stick to the
same division of the
coast as in the paper
books and the first
e-book might cover
for example the south
coast from Carnsore
Point to Mizen Head.
It would be sold by

download with a defined
period of free updates
included.

* The AGM held in the RSGYC on 24 March 1972 was attended by 52 members
* Expenditure in the previous year exceeded income by 73 pence

* The Commodore advised that the subscription may need to be increased from £1.50.

Franciscan
Cruise or
You don't
have to walk
the Camino

Peter Haden

ICC members who are
planning on a cruise to

NW Spain this summer,

are invited to a rally

along the Galician coast
commemorating the 800th
anniversary of the visit to
Santiago de Compostela of
St.Francis of Assisi.

The early plans are for the
rally to start 6th July at
Ribadeo, 100 NM east of A
Coruna, and finish at Cabo
do Cruz in Ria Arousa. A
large catamaran will take
everyone up the river as
far as Padron, and then by
bus into Santiago for the
celebrations.

The rally is well sponsored,
and there are no entry fees
or marina charges.

Further information can be
found on the ICC website.

Quite apart from this rally,
discounts have now been
negotiated for members
at several of the most
prestigious marinas in the
Rias Baixas including the
ever popular Portosin.

Northern
Rally

The Clipper Round the World
Yacht Fleet is due to arrive in
L'Derry during 20-29 of June
and a Northern Rally is being
arranged to coincide with

it. Alan Leonard has further
information



The Annual
Ed Wheeler

Ed Wheeler offers some observations
after his first editing of the 2013 Annual
1. Photographs: we need better
photographs for the Annual. In particular,
we need portrait format as well as
landscape photos, in high resolution. There
wasn'’t one single photo submitted which
was good enough for the front cover, which
is why | had to use a montage.

2. The main task is still that of editing the
text received. Of all the logs and ditties
submitted, almost none had read, or at

New East & North Coasts Sailing

least followed, the guidelines. Only one
log had a table of times and distances.
Many authors had tried to embellish their
logs by using strange fonts or by including
photos in the text, all of which had to be
stripped out. There was widespread failure
to observe simple grammatical rules (eg
sentences should contain a verb) and
punctuation and spelling were frequently
appalling. There were notable exceptions,
of course and some logs were delightful.
Others had to be almost completely re-

written. In the limited time available for
editing, some errors must inevitably fail

to be picked up. It would be most useful

if Flags and Committee Members could
encourage skippers in their regions to read
and follow the authoring guidelines, which
are included in the Annual on the inside
front cover.

3. Many members, besides contributors
put a lot of effort into what we can justly
regard as a premier publication and | am
indebted to them.

Directions now available
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Directions

The new 12th edition of the
East & North was published
in March. It describes new
infrastructure including
Greystones Harbour Marina,
the extended facilities in
Belfast's Abercorn Basin and
Rathlin Harbour, and on the
Foyle, new bridges across the
Liffey, the Foyle and Mulroy
Bay, and 85 changes to

navigational aids, among them
the replacement of Ireland’s
last lightship and LANBYs by
buoys, and the silencing of the
last of her audible fog signals.
Many useful new aids have
been established, including
lighted buoys and beacons in
Strangford Lough. Government
survey work, notably the
INFOMAR project, is revealing
new secrets from the seabed,
and the new book reflects what
is known to date; new survey
information has resulted in
revised transits for the minor
channels in the entrance to
Strangford Lough. The coast
has been comprehensively
researched again (many thanks
to Ed Wheeler and Jim Sammon
for the use of Witchcraft

and Vivace) and information

on facilities and shoreside
amenities everywhere has once
again been brought up to date.
There are 99 plans and 393
photographs, 216 of them new.

Club Subscriptions by

Tony Weston Treasurer Subscriptions

Possibly one of the least
enviable ICCroles is Treasurer-
Subscriptions — anything we can
all do to make his job easier
has to be good — Tony Weston
reports:

This year we introduced the
facility to pay your annual
subscriptions by Direct

Debit. So far 220 members
have provided DD instruction
mandates. Hopefully this will

significantly increase in 2015.
It gives you peace of mind.
Direct Debit is one of the safest
and most reassuring ways of
paying your bills:

* Payments are made
automatically, so bills are
never forgotten, lost in the post
or delayed by postal problems.
Organisations using the Direct
Debit scheme have to pass a
careful vetting process, and

Maidens East Rock and lighthouse in amazing heat
mirage last July J. Nixon

The format matches the 2013
South & West, with softback
binding making the book
lighter and handier. The lists of
Dangers, Lights and Marks have
been taken out of the main
text and into colour-coded
boxes. Tidal information is
likewise distinctly identified,
and this has enabled some of
it to be clarified and extended,
and additional advice to be
provided on passage planning.

A Foreword in Winkie Nixon's
classic style completes the new
book.

Sailing Directions for the East
& North Coasts of Ireland,
12th edition 2014, 224
pages, is available from our
website www.iccsailingbooks.
com or from Club stockists,
RRP £29.95 or €37.50, with
the usual discount for Club
members.

Direct Debit

are closely monitored by the
banking industry

* The Direct Debit Guarantee
protects you and your money.
All banks and building societies
that take part in the scheme
offer it.

It saves you time. Modern life

is hectic — but Direct Debit
helps. It takes away much of the
hassle associated with paying

bills, and puts an end to writing
cheques, finding an envelope,
finding a stamp, forgetting to
post the envelope and finding
it two months later as your
membership is about to expire .

Please help to make us more
efficient and arrange to pay by
direct debit.

PS I want to go sailing as well



