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Commodore’s Report

Commodore David Tucker

If your winter has been as benign as
our ours here on the south coast, I'm
sure that the list of ‘winter jobs’ is at

an advanced stage and that a return
to the water and sailing may be a bit
earlier this season.

Your Club continues to thrive.

Over the winter period all regions
had their well supported Christmas
lunches or dinners —but Meta and

| could only to get to the West and
South due to clashing dates. In
2012 it is our plan to get to all the
Regions. Over the winter Meta and |
were delighted to represent the ICC
at the OCC Ireland bi-Annual dinner;
the Clyde Cruising Club dinner and
the Royal Cruising Club dinner — all
providing superb hospitality and
fellowship.

In January 2012 we hosted a lunch
in London with a view to extending
the fellowship with our members
who live on that island. We took
that opportunity, with our friends in
the RCC, to celebrate the life of the
late Wallace Clark. 67 sat down for
lunch.

Off-season lunches across the
regions have also been in full swing
and I'm delighted at the support that
they are receiving.

Nine new members were elected in
January — names elsewhere — and
they were introduced at the Annual
Dinner. They were supported by their
proposers and seconders which is
most important as they ‘find their
feet’. | hope, and am sure they will,
enjoy and fully participate in the life
of our Club.

Prior to the AGM in February, the
Committee received a demonstration
by ICCPL Chairman Ed Wheeler and
Sailing Directions Editor Norman
Kean of the beta version of how the
planned e-delivery of the Sailing
Directions will look and operate. A
further demonstration was given at
the Annual Dinner in Malahide. For
this, Norman had selected the area
around Galway, where it will be
available for use at the finish of the
Volvo Race. Work on the rest of our
coastline is continuing.
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In July 2012 the new ‘Cruising
Ireland’ companion book will be
published. This publication, under
the joint authorship of Norman
Kean and Mike Balmforth, will be a
huge addition to the ICC portfolio
and should be of great interest not
just to sailors but also to the wider
public. | hope that all members will
buy a copy and consider it as an
interesting and valuable Christmas
present for friends and family.

In March, 230 of us descended on
the Grand Hotel in Malahide for our
Annual Dinner Weekend. We were
delighted to welcome as our guests,
RCC Commodore Nigel Wollen

and Bindy; CCC Commodore John
Watson and Fiona; and OCC Rear
Commodore Ireland John Bourke
and Margaret.

On Saturday, members headed off
for golf, hill walking, garden visits,
etc — to reassemble for dinner

in the evening. There is a report
elsewhere.

And so it is just left for me to wish
you all wonderful, exciting and safe
sailing with winds always on the
quarter.

David Tucker
Commodore
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eSailing Directions

ICC Publications Ltd - exploring eSailing Directions

Ed Wheeler

Kilronan

These are all clickable links
i & MG to further information
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One of the founding objectives of

the ICC, continuing to the present
day, was to provide useful pilotage
information to the cruising yachtsman
in Irish Waters. Over the years,

our pilot books, in two volumes

(E & N Coasts of Ireland, S & W
Coasts of Ireland) have become the
definitive sailing directions not only
for yachtsmen and women but also
for many commercial and military
seamen. The books have continually
been revised and improved, becoming
more accurate and comprehensive
with each new edition, especially
since Norman Kean became

editor. He and Geraldine have

sailed the entire coastline, carrying
out numerous local surveys and
producing up-to-date plans and
pilotage directions. High quality
photographs, both from sea level and
also the incomparable aerial photos
by Kevin Dwyer, have added to the
attraction and usability of the SDs.
Norman has embraced the technology

needed to create print-ready files for
the printers. This reduces printing
costs and also facilitates updates
and corrections, which are now
incorporated in the master file.

There are challenges: the recession,
a certain amount of book competition
in the most popular sections of our
coast, the Wiki-type websites, some
of which have been ripping off our
material and of course the increasing
usage of chart plotters and on-board
computers for navigation purposes,
leading more people to expect to work
from screens rather than paper. While
so far there has not been a major
move towards computer-based Sailing
Directions, there is at least one such
product available in downloadable
form (at a cost) on the web from
www.nhorwegiancruisingguide.com

Reeds Almanac is also available
in e-version for download. This is
more interesting because of the

—

way in which it is done. While the
Norwegian Cruising Guide is just a
facsimile of the actual book (in PDF
format), Reeds have produced a
true web-type version of their book.
When you download Reeds, it loads
a complete web hosting software
suite onto your PC. It has all the
browsing and flexibility of a website
application but without needing an
internet connection once installed.
However, when you subsequently
connect to the internet and load
Reeds, you are asked if you wish it
to check for updates. Hence these
can be downloaded when you get
to a broadband connection. www.
reedsnauticalalmanac.co.uk

Irish Cruising Club Publications Ltd.
is now exploring complementary
ways of presenting our sailing
directions, including the possibility of
a web-based version using similar
technology to Reeds. As most people
know, the Volvo round-the-world
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race finishes in Galway in early July
this year. We had already decided

to offer visitors and competitors a
free-of-charge extract from the South
and West Coast Sailing Directions,
just covering Galway Bay and its
immediate environs. We are now
using this as a pilot project to explore
the possibility of making our SDs
available in intelligent digital form

and have produced a web-based
version of this extract. As you can
see from the screen shot, it does not
look exactly like the book but contains
all of the same information, plus the
navigation, zooming and linking of a
web page. Itis currently hosted on

a test website but will be available

for download prior to the event. This
pilot will help us to scope out the work
required for a full digital version of
our SDs. To try this out, please go

to httpz/macdonald-family.co.uk
Please note that this is internet-based
and hence slow compared to what
would be provided to run locally on a
PC or iPad Tablet form factor.

Should we decide to go down this
route, it is important to stress that it
would complement rather than replace
our hard-copy pilot books. For it to
succeed commercially, | believe that

it should be available on iPad as well
as on PC and Mac, because that is
the direction that | see things moving
in the chartplotting world. An iPad
loaded with charts costs less than half
of a dedicated chartplotter of similar
screen size and has the advantage

of all the other applications which

can be used on it. It can be carried
around and used in the cockpit (with

a weatherproof cover) and can take
feeds from other data sources such
as AIS (but not, so far, radar). To have
our sailing directions on this device
would seem to me to be an attractive
proposition. However, as noted above,
most people like to have the physical
book to hand as well, so we shall
continue to provide these regardless.

ICCPL will keep ICC members aware
of developments. Information on
ICCPL and its current activities and
products can be found on the ICC
website in members’ pages www.
irishcruisingclub.com

Yachts of
Significance in the
ICC Story - Where
are they now and
how are they?

W M Nixon

Time was when every yacht was a
one-off, but today it’s thought the
height of individuality to get a modern
series-builder to deviate even slightly
from the standard spec, and it’s
mighty expensive and a lot of hassle
too. But in the early years of the Irish
Cruising Club, the leading figures
involved had already been sailing for
many years, and their disparate fleet
reflected a range of trends in yacht
design and development going back
to the 1880s or even earlier.

Remarkably, at least two of the five
yachts involved in the founding
Cruise-in-Company to Glengarriff in
July 1929 are still in existence, as
too are several of the yachts listed
as owned by members in the first
membership list of 1930. The first
yacht to be awarded the Faulkner
Cup in 1931 is happily still afloat, as
is at least one other awardee from
the 1930s. So too are many from the
1940s, ‘50s and ‘60s.

The standard production boats which
begin to dominate the awards of all
club trophies from the 1960s onwards
naturally reflect the seamanlike good
taste of the members. Thus all these
vessels which have played such a
central role in the ICC history provide
a useful insight into the development
of seaworthy yacht design and
construction over more than 120
years, and the suggestion that the
club should codify the record and
details of its more iconic craft is a
worthy one.

The following is a shortlist of some of
the relevant boats which | can provide
off the top of my head in response

to suggestions at the Annual Dinner

Spring 2012

in Malahide on March 24th, but |
would emphasise that if the project
goes any further, it will need proper
fact-checking in most cases. If any
boat last reported in a distant location
rings a bell, please let us know. W.M
Nixon.

1 ESPANOLA 1903 15-ton gaff
cutter, designed & built Bond of
Birkenhead, owned for many years
by Herbert Wright, first Commodore
of ICC, took part in founding cruise,
recently restored in Lancashire

and re-rigged as gaff yawl, visited
Ireland 2009 and more recently,
regular participant in the Classics &
Traditional Regatta at Peel, Isle of
Man

2 TERN 1897 Belfast Lough No 1
(25ft LWL) gaff cutter, Fife design,
took part in founding cruise-in-
company owned by Dr Dan Donovan
of Cork, spent many years in
Falmouth where she was restored at
Feock boatyard to original trim, was
since reported in Mediterranean.

3 GULL 1898 Harry Donegan’s
famous 17-ton Camper & Nicholson
cutter, took part in founding cruise,
sold away from Cork in 1940s,
became derelict in Poole Harbour in
late 1950s/60s.

Marie at Howth Regatta 1940
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4 NIRVANA of ARKLOW 1925 9 ton
gaff yawl, designed Albert Strange,
built by Jack Tyrrell of Arklow in 1925
for Billy Mooney of Howth then Dun
Laoghaire, awarded the Faulkner
Cup in 1932 (Billy Mooney) and 1934
(Elizabeth Crimmins), subsequently
spent many years in Northern Ireland
in ownership of Douglas Macllwaine
ICC, now owned by Peter Clay of
Aldeburgh in Suffolk, and recently
completed two year total restoration
in Denmark.

6 MARIE 1893 5-ton double-ended
gaff cutter, built by James Doyle of
Dun Laoghaire, reputedly designed
by his daughter Mamie. First
awardee of Faulkner Cup in 1931
when owned by Douglas Keatinge
and Keith McFerran. Previously
owned by Hugh Wallace of Strangford
Lough who had been awarded RCC
trophy for cruise to Norway - he

was ICC’s first Rear Commodore in
1929, but was drowned while sailing
a canoe from Dun Laoghhaire to
Strangford in 1930. After Keatinge

& Marie at Howth Regatta 1940 g
McFerran, Marie was owned by
Cecil Maguire of Howth (father of
Neville Maguire, grandfather of
Gordon Maguire) then later taken
north by Martin Imrie of Ballyholme,
subsequently owned for many years
by Michael McKee, later fell into
disrepair on shores of Larne Lough,
then completely restored by Roy
“Taffy” Ashton of Bangor, who bases
her in Groomsport on south shore of
Belfast Lough.

7 SAOIRSE 1922 Famous for
Conor O’Brien’s great pioneering
global circumnavigation south of the
Great Capes in 1923-25, the design
of this gallant little ketch was based
(according to her owner-designer)
on the shape of an attractive Arklow
fishing boat of the 1860s. Although
only 40ft LOA (and quite dumpy with
it) the Baltimore-built Saoirse was
able to reel off 160 miles daily without
undue effort in the Great Southern
Ocean, a feat which impressed
adjudicator Claud Worth so much
that he awarded Conor O’Brien the
RCC’s Challenge Cup three years

Yachts of Significance (continued)

B

Marie in Michael McKee’s
ownership on Strangford Lough in
1966

running. Conor O’Brien was the ICC’s
first Honorary Member at its founding
in 1929, and he continued to take

an interest in its activities — a photo
shows him at the Annual Dinner

in 1946. Saoirse was in English
ownership for many years. In the
1970s she cruised to Iceland, visited
Ireland once or twice, and then sailed
to the Caribbean where she was lost
in a hurricane in Jamaica. Her larger
sister llen is currently being restored
in Baltimore.

8 AINMARA 1912 9-ton Bermudan
yawl, originally gaff. First proper yacht
designed by John B Kearney, one

of club’s orginal members though

not at founding cruise. A shipwright
and self-taught yacht designer, he
built her himself at Murphy’s Yard in
Ringsend. She has had a busy history
with several ICC trophies, then rested
for a quarter century while being
restored by Dickie Gomes ICC, now
in commission again on Strangford
Lough and ready for her Centenary
this summer.

9 MAVIS 1925 10-ton gaff yawl,
designed and built 1923-25 for

his own use by John B Kearney,
reckoned by Humphrey Barton
(founder of Ocean Cruising Club) to
be a very special boat indeed (and a
very special skipper, too). Awarded
many ICC trophies, including
Faulkner Cup in 1952. Sold to
America in 1956, chequered career
since, last reported under longtime
restoration by shipwright Haddie
Hawkes in Maine, definitely should
be followed up by anyone with Maine
connections as this is a very special

yacht which deserves sympathetic
restoration and ownership.

10 AIDEEN 1934 42t gaff ketch.
The original outline design as
sketched by owner Billy Mooney
“had manners put on them” by Fred
Shepherd. Built Jack Tyrrell, very
comfortable with centre cockpit,
looked like a motor-sailer but sailed
like the wind, awarded Faulkner

Cup in 1936, won her class in 1947
Fastnet Race, sold to Canada 1948,
based on Great Lakes at Toronto,
most recent mention in Lloyds in
mid-70s shows Chicago area owner,
may still be in existence. 1937-built
and beautifully restored sister-ship
Maybird (Darryl Hughes) has been
in Irish waters since last Autumn,
after wintering in Crosshaven will sail
up west coast with extended stay in
Galway at Volvo time.

Caru in Norway 1953, under the
bow of the tall ship Stadsrat
Lemkuhl

11 & 12 EVORA & ROSALIND
1936 Lovely 6 ton Bermudan yawls
with canoe sterns designed by J

B Kearney, Evora built Skinners of
Baltimore, Rosalind built Morris &
Lorimer on Clyde. Several noted
ICC owners in both cases, including
Rory O’Hanlon and Dermot Barnes.
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Rosalind now Solent-based, seen at
Classic Yacht Rallies there, Evora
sailed to America in 1956 by Sticks
O’Herlihy (he went on to a TV career,
his production opus including Hawaii
Five-O) while Evora later voyaged
the Pacific — she was seen in Darwin,
Australia, by Roger Aplin in 1991.

13 BONITA 1884 Possibly oldest
boat regularly associated with Irish
Cruising Club, this 7-tonner, latterly
a bermudan sloop, was owned

by Roy Starkey of Dun Laoghaire
whose regular crew was the late Bob
Geldof Senior, ICC. Bonita is a real
curio — she was designed by Colonel
Saunderson, whose family were big
in Lough Erne sailing (their castle

on the lakeshore in County Cavan is
now the HQ of the Scout Association
of Ireland). Original owner of Bonita
was Viscount Bangor, whose place
Castleward near Strangford village is
famous for being half Georgian and
half Strawberry Hill Gothic, as the
lord and his lady couldn’t agree on
architectural style. Bonita was built
on the shores of Strangford Lough at
Castleward by a boatbuilder called
McCabe, who may have been a
Lough Ermne man — C McCabe of
Enniskillen built at least ten yachts

in late 1800s, including at least one
G L Watson design, Bambino, a
29ft 6ins CB sloop in 1894. Bonita
of 1884 would almost certainly have
been straight stem and narrow beam,
so today she is much changed from
original — the topsides have been
pushed out and raised (though it is
still possible to discern the original
lower sheerline) and a spoon bow
has been spatchcocked into place.

It would be intriguing to do a bit of
detective work inside with a paint
scraper.

14 CARU 1938 This sweet little
5-tonner, just 27ft 6ins LOA, is of very
special interest on several counts.
She is best known as Wallace Clark’s
yacht of the early 1950s. Despite her
small size, he voyaged to Norway,
Brittany, and round Ireland with her
before moving on to the larger Wild
Goose. Listed as designed and built
by McGruer of Clynder in 1938 (her
original name may have been Joan or

Jane) she looks to be an early design
of James McGruer himself, her shape
hinting at his later designs such as
Harold Cudmore Snr’s Crosshaven-
built Auretta. But most interesting of
all, perhaps, is that in an era when
classic yacht maintenance can be
prohibitively expensive, Caru is of
very manageable size, and she might
welcome a new loving owner - current
owner is Alistair Martin and she’s laid
up under cover in his boatyard near
Killyleagh in County Down.

Also on list: Curlew, Glance, Huff
of Arklow, Flying Fox, Minx of
Malham, Wild Goose, Tjaldur,
Zamorin, (? Fugitive), Sharavoge,
Thalassa, Dublin Bay 24s etc

Firth of Clyde
including Solway Firth
and the North Channel
Sailing Directions and
Anchorages

Clyde Cruising Club/
Imray

Reviewed by Norman Kean

For many years the cruising sailor on
the west coast of Scotland has had
the choice of two excellent series

of pilot books — the CCC Sailing
Directions, and Imray’s Yachtsman’s
Pilot series by Martin Lawrence. The
two are now being amalgamated — no
easy task for the editor! Fortunately,
with this first volume in the new
series, CCC Editor Edward Mason
was given a free hand by Imrays, and
has done an outstanding job.

The coast is described all the way
from Whitehaven in Cumbria to the
Mull of Kintyre, with east Antrim as
well. The pleasures and challenges
of sailing in the Firth of Clyde are
well reflected in the introduction, with
its sound and detailed information
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Firth of Clyde

Clyda Cnsing Chit
[ 1 .

on anchoring and mooring for

those perhaps more used to a
marina berth, and in the advice for
recreational sailors who must share
this busy stretch of water with ferries,
container ships, frigates and nuclear
submarines.

The content is comprehensive,
relevant, concise and up to date,

and clearly reflects the detailed

and confident local knowledge of
many observers over many years.
Particularly welcome is the new
material on the upper reaches of the
Clyde and Glasgow, which now offers
a welcome to yachts and improved
facilities for them. The book is lavishly
illustrated, and the photographs strike
a pleasing and well-judged balance
between navigational significance
and the great scenic beauty of the
region, and between aerial and sea
level images. The charts are clear
and uncluttered and their coverage

is well thought out. The design and
layout of the book are of a very high
standard, and the visual impact is
most attractive, making it a pleasure
to read.

This is a very good pilot book, which
succeeds in combining and improving
on the best features of its two
predecessors.
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A Great Glaswegian

A Great
Glaswegian

G L Watson

The Art and Science
of Yacht Design by

Martin Black

496 pages, fully illustrated,
including many previously
unpublished photos.
Published by Peggy

Bawn Press, c/o Copper
Reed Studio, 94 Henry
St., Limerick www.
peggybawnpress.com
€89 inc p & p worldwide

Reviewed by W M Nixon

“The Annual General Meeting shall be
held on the Company yacht”. Once
upon a time, so it’s said, some of the
great companies in Glasgow at the
height of its industrial pre-eminence in
the late 19th and early 20th Centuries
had this intriguing clause written into
their Articles of Association. Indeed,
the more flamboyant ship-building
and engineering firms supposedly
went even further, requiring that the
AGM be held on the “company’s
larger yacht”, or even the “largest
yacht”.

That their business was thereby
legally obliged to furnish them with at
least one large yacht was something
which appealed to the pawky

sense of humour of the Glaswegian
industrial and commercial elite.

But from today’s distance - despite
the contemporary presence of the
megayachts of the internet billionaires
and Russian oligarchs on our seas

- there’s an unmistakable whiff of

the Medicis and the Borgias in such
stately extravagance.

Yet just as the style-setting
Renaissance princes commissioned
their artistic masters to cater for

Dora, the 10 Rater of 1891,
signaled a revolution in yacht
design

their expensive tastes, so the lords
of Glasgow’s industrial stratosphere
could call on their own creative
geniuses to express their ambitions
and sense of place in society in the
most elegant possible way, with
yachts of extraordinary beauty and
formidable performance.

Nowadays, the name of William Fife
is best known from this small but
brilliant group. It’s hardly surprising,
as the Fife oeuvre had time on its
side. There were three generations
of William Fifes, with their yard
developing over many years at Fairlie
to build their beautiful yachts, each
distinctively marked with the Fife
signature, and many of them still in
commission today at the forefront

of the contemporary classic yacht
restoration and regatta movement.

But the real genius of this specialized
flowering of Victorian creativity was
George Lennox Watson, many

years later acknowledged by Olin
Stephens to have been the greatest
yacht designer of all on both sides

of the Atlantic. However, Watson
died young, aged only 53, and as

his yachts were of many types and
built by several different yards,

taken together they lacked the
completeness of the Fife creation.
But Watson was the world pioneer

in scientific tank testing, and when

it came to sailing speed for racing,
his designs were better. And when

it came to looking good from every
angle, his yachts had a subtle, almost

e

indefinable superiority.

Although the firm has continued, the
great era of Watson himself is so long
gone that it is a major project for any
historian to structure his material and
then make sense of it for the modern
reader. Martin Black, well qualified
as a naval architecture historian,

has been working on the task for
nearly twenty years, and it’s to his
eternal credit that he has completed
a monumental work which is also
eminently readable, and — perhaps
most importantly - sets Watson clearly
in the sociological and economic
circumstances of his time and place.
Much praise is also due to his editor,
Jenny Bennett Marshall, for ensuring
cohesive shape — should everyone
agree the reasonable proposition
that Ireland needs an Editor-in-Chief
rather than a President, she’ll be the
one for the job.

Carving a book out of so much
material has also been a major
challenge, involving a team put
together and encouraged by Hal
Sisk ICC, who has already more than
done his duty to maritime history with
the restoration of the 1884 Fife design
Vagrant, and the 1894 Watson design
Peggy Bawn. And he has also been
prolific in the recording of maritime
history, overseeing the collation of the
massive Traditional Boats of Ireland,
published by Collins Press of Cork.
But with this first book to emerge
from the new Peggy Bawn Press

of Limerick, the Sisk team of Hal
himself, designer Gary MacMahon
of Copper Reed Studio in Limerick,
and sailing researchers and historians
lain McAllister and Theo Rye, have
entered the major international
league.

We learn of how the young Watson,

a product of the rising Glasgow
middle class with his father and
grandfather both eminent medical
men, had acquired the basics of naval
architecture in a shipyard drawing
office, and then set up his own firm

in 1873, the first professional yacht
designer in the world to function
independently of a boatyard. We

g
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The Watson No 2 lifeboat Dunleary
served Dublin Bay from 1898 until
1914

learn of his successes and occasional
failures and of how, as his business
became soundly established, he
could be much more adventurous in
design, making the breakthrough to a
yacht of unmistakably modern shape
with the 18-ton 10 Rater Dora for
Scottish owners in 1891.

With talents such as the young Alfred
Mylne working in the drawing office,
the firm of G L Watson became a
byword for design development,

and in 1892-93 Watson created his
greatest sailing yacht, the 1211t First
Class Cutter Britannia for the Prince
of Wales. She was the perfect sailing
machine, brilliantly successful, and
beautiful with it. Steering such a

fast and powerful vessel was not

for the faint-hearted, particularly as
in her earliest incarnation, Britannia
was tiller steered. But the owner’s
representative and sailing master

on board in the 1890s was Willie
Jameson of Portmarnock, an amateur
helmsman of professional standard.
Today he is recalled as the uncle of
the late Mungo Park ICC, but in his
day he was the main man on the
glitzy sailing scene, younger brother
of whiskey baron John Jameson

of the famous /rex, a close friend

of G L Watson, his central role
acknowledged by the Royal family.

Thus when the Prince of Wales’ son
George V willed that, after his own
death in 1935, the beloved Britannia
was to be stripped of all gear and
then scuttled off the Isle of Wight,
Buckingham Palace saw to it that

the steering wheel (with which
she’d been fitted since the turn

of the century) was sent to Willie
Jameson at home at St Marnock’s
(now the Portmarnock Hotel) as a
token of their esteem. But the flinty
little man sent it back with a sniffy
note saying thanks but no thanks,
when he had sailed Britannia, she’d
been tiller steered !.

The perception of G L Watson

as someone who was at home

among the great and the good and

the absurdly rich was heightened

by his talent in designing elegant

steam yachts, most of them very
beautiful indeed, some of them
- particularly those for American
billionaires — ships rather than yachts,
and all designed with the fastidious
attention to detail and precision which
epitomized Glaswegian shipbuilding,
engineering and craftwork skills at
their dizziest heights.

But there was another side to Watson
which this book properly highlights.
From 1887 until his death in 1904,
he gave generously and freely of

his time and skills as designer and
consultant to the Royal National
Lifeboat Institute. He saw through

a period of significant and rapid
design development in lifeboats

and sea safety. When he began his
association with the RNLI, lifeboats
were decidedly basic. When he

died 27 years later of heart disease
exacerbated by rheumatoid arthritis,
his first motorised lifeboat was being
tested, and the Watson Lifeboat
became a global byword for sea
safety and efficient rescue.

Martin Black has done a noble
service in explaining why Olin
Stephens was to assess Watson as
the greatest of them all, and he has
produced a fascinating account of

a period when southwest Scotland
led the world in design, engineering,
construction and innovation. The
focus of frontline development in
many areas may have long since
moved elsewhere, indeed it could be
said to be found today most readily in
cybersphere. But once upon a time,
in a rapidly expanding and energetic

‘/’
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town beside a shallow river in
southwest Scotland, everything came
together to create a brief but brilliant
golden age. George Lennox Watson
was on of its brightest stars, and this
magnificent book does him justice.

Annual Dinner

Cliff Hilliard

i mmodore

IPie:ohn Clementson

il

The 2012 ICC Annual Dinner
weekend in sunny Malahide was held
on March 23 and 24. The functions
launched with a new members’
cocktail party at which eight of the
nine members admitted in 2012 were
introduced by the Commodore. This
was followed by a buffet dinner which
allowed 158 members and friends to
socialise (and to sample the Barrel of
Whiskey).

The busy events programme

on Saturday included golf on
Portmarnock Links, walking for 38
people on Howth Head, a tour which
included the Japanese Gardens, the
National Stud, the Newbridge Silver
Museum and a visit to the Kildare
outlet centre.

The formal dinner was held on
Saturday and was graced by men
sailors in unfamiliar black tie and
glamorous ladies, making for a
glittering occasion. Our guests were
Nigel Wollen, Commodore of the
Royal Cruising Club, with his wife
Bindy; John Watson, Commodore
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Annual Dinner (continued)
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Clyde Cruising Club, and his wife
Fiona; and our own John P. Bourke,
Rear Commodore Ireland, Ocean
Cruising Club, and his wife Margaret.
Michael McKee spoke very
amusingly on behalf of the guests and
could not resist pointing out that he
had to pay for his own dinner!

That the weekend was such a great
success is due to the hard work

put in by event leader Joe Phelan
and his wife Trish, assisted by

local members Pat Barker (walk),
Bev Killen (golf), Tom Fitzpatrick
(tour), Helen Courtney (reception
desk) and members of the East
Region Committee. The excellent
organisation and the glorious weather
meant that members and friends
left Malahide on Sunday having
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

Roll on the Annual Dinner in 2013
which will see us back in the West!

Upcoming events are not listed in the
Newsletter as they are continuously
listed and updated on the members’
website, where there is much useful
information and there are 68 photo
albums of pictures taken mostly by
John Clementson of events, dinners,
lunches and rallies. Go there!

www.irishcruisingclub.com

Hon. Secretary’s
Report

Cliff Hilliard

The Annual General Meeting of
the Irish Cruising Club was held
at Howth Yacht Club on the 17th
February 2012.

A total of 100 members attended.

Members stood in tribute to the six
members who died since the last
AGM, namely Alastair McMillan,
Aidan Dunn, Wallace Clark, Robert
Mollard, Bill Hosford and Stuart Nairn.

Nine new members were elected in
2012. These are Dan Counihan,
Jill Cross, Bill Cullinane, Sally
Cudmore, John McKee, Frederic
Moore, Michael Murphy, Sean
O’Loughlin and Dennis Woods.

The Commodore listed the key events
of the previous year.

A review of the election process for
new members.

There was a turnout of in excess of
250 members and friends for the
Annual Dinner in Killarney.

The Cruise in Company to Brittany,
with a complement of 31 boats and
circa.150 people.

Region Rallies in North, East and
South.

All regions held very successful and
well attended lunches during the yeatr.
The Commodore represented ICC at
the Ocean Cruising Club bi-annual
Dinner in the Royal Irish YC, the
Clyde Cruising Club in Glasgow and
the Royal Cruising Club in London.
The Inaugural Lunch for UK based
members in London, which took place
at the Royal Thames YC in January
2012.

ICC Publications intends to maintain
and extend its competitive lead in the
field of publishing Sailing Directions
by developing electronic versions. It
is foreseen that the full e-versions will
be available simultaneously with the
next paper editions of the Directions,
probably some time in 2013.

The launch a new companion to the
Sailing Directions — Cruising Ireland is
scheduled for July 2012.

The following officers were
elected

Commodore: David Tucker

N

(South) 2nd Year

Vice Commodore: Alan Leonard

(North) 1st Year

Rear Commodore: Peter Courtney

(East) 1st Year

Rear Commodore: Frank Ranalow

(West) 2nd Year

Hon. Treasurer:  Tom Fitzpatrick
5th Year

Hon. Secretary:  Cliff Hilliard
2nd Year

The Committee members for
2012-2013 are

North:
John Clementson (7th Year)
Stanton Adair (3rd Year)

Graham Chambers (2nd Year)

Tony Weston (1st Year)
South:

Bill Brady (5th Year)
John Daly (7th Year)
Len Curtin (4th Year)
Richard Cudmore (1stYear)

East:

Robert Fowler (4th Year)
Alan McGettigan  (3rd Year)

Richard Lovegrove (2ndYear)

West:
Peter Fernie (3rd Year)
Tom Foote (1st Year)

Rule 6 (ii) was changed to require
that candidates for membership meet
with their Regional Flag Officer before
submitting an application.

The minutes of the AGM may be read
on the Club website.

Members wishing to purchase Sailing
Directions should contact their local
Region Flag Officer. Please note, too,
that John Massey has handed over
responsibility for ICC memorabilia to
the Hon. Secretary, Cliff Hilliard.

ICC has added a second supplier of
flags. The company is -
Prospect Design Ltd.,

AvA—



2-3 Montague Lane,

Dublin 2.

Email address: info@flagsireland.com
and www.flagsireland.com

Tel no. 0035314753452.

Notes from the
North

Alan Leonard

Whilst those of us at home have been
enjoying the Club’s social activities
over the winter, our two intrepid
voyagers have continued their
adventures.

Trevor Lusty returned to Sea Fever
(Amel Supermaramu) in Trinidad,

in October. Accompanied by his
partner Fiona, he made his way to
St Lucia for the start of the world
ARC in January. The tale of their
initial participation in and eventual
departure from this event will be told
in the Autumn Newsletter.

Suvretta’in
Cumberland Bay,

Sam Davis returned to Suvretta
(Rival 41) in Puerto Montt, around
the same time. After an extensive
refit, she was launched and almost
ready to depart, when a commercial
vessel in the harbour lost power
and drifted down on her, causing
considerable damage. She had

to be hauled out again for repairs.
Fortunately, there was no quibble
about restitution. Relaunched in
the New Year, he went first to the off
lying island of Chiloe. He describes
the Chiloe Archipelago as being
“like Strangford Lough, only about
300 miles long by 50 miles wide,

Sélkirk memau'a'l', :
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with anchorages and islands you
would not believe!” In the Chiloe
regatta he sailed on a “Chilote”— a
traditional wooden cargo boat of
about 35 feet — a bit like a Galway
Hooker and serving a similar role

in the islands. They are now raced
“very competitively and aggressively’.
Another Class in the regatta was the
Soto forty. Light and beamy, with a
deep fin and bulb keel, they are sailed
by a crew of five professionals and
five amateurs. It would be hard to
imagine a greater contrast.

He finally left Puerto Montt on

the 12th February out through the
Canal Chacao, to head for the

Juan Fernandez islands, about

600 nautical miles to the northwest.
He was hard on the wind, which
increased to 35 knots, with the north
wind against the Humboldt current.
When about to heave to, the jib
furling gear let go and when taking
the sail off, it went in the water. It
was recovered with some difficulty.
Going below, he found the water up to
the floor boards. Fortunately, it was
nothing more serious than a leaking
stern gland. The wind increased to
45 knots for about 6 hours. About
180 miles to the northwest of
Valdivia, he decided to run off to
Valdivia to affect repairs, which by this
time included a new starter motor and
batteries. He records that Valdivia is
a beautiful place and notes that the
local flag is a St Patrick’s Cross.

Leaving Valdivia on the 5th March
he writes “Got up to Robinson
Crusoe Island in reasonable time it

i —
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the highest wind at 30 knots — and a
bit of calm. Tracked 500 miles in 3
days 17 hours. | left one hour after
a 43 foot Cat with 2 crew and got to
Cumberland Bay 2 hours before
them — and never missed a night’s
sleep! On the quarter, | found that a
double reefed or triple reefed main
with full genoa worked well and
allowed the genoa to fill properly and
maintain good speed. Atone time, |
was on a quarter of the jib and triple
reefed main and still getting 7 knots.
Maybe my wind gauge is faulty - but a
lovely sail.

Today | walked up to the top of a
saddle — took 2 hours to get up and
what a lovely view east and west. |
could imagine the tall ships running
along the latitude looking for a landfall
— before Harrison!

It was nice to be back at sea again. |
will stay here for about a week before
heading over to Alexander Selkirk
Island, about a hundred miles away
to the west and then on to Easter
Island.”

Trevor arranging dinner

ik

Reporting from there on April 3 Sam
said “Arrived yesterday after a great
sail of exactly 13 days...about 1700
miles...very lucky, had winds from
zero to 30 knots and managed to
navigate the high system without
too much bother. I'm very pleased
as there was a yacht recently that
took 28 days! This is my first island
in Polynesia. Another 1100 miles to
Pitcairn. I'll stay here for a week, as
I have an introduction to some local
people and will be well looked after...
maybe more lobster! I'll send more
photos when | get a tour.”



Irish Cruising Club

newsletter

A note from the South

A note from the
South

Eleanor Cudmore
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udmore,
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In December 2011 we had a large
turnout at Kinsale Yacht Club

for our annual Christmas Dinner.
Commodore David Tucker was
delighted to welcome members from
other regions. Vice Commodore

Joe Phelan and Trish and Rear
Commodore Frank Ranalow and
Yvonne joined us for the evening.
Each year we have a trio of spring
Lunches on the first Wednesday of
the month and they proved to be

as popular as ever with 45+ at the
February and March ones. The April
lunch this year has been changed to
a Friday (13th April). The logic of this
being that some members who have
to rush back to work mid-week might
enjoy a ’half day on Friday’.

With wonderful weather, warm and
sunny, the Annual Dinner week end
was held in Malahide. On Friday
we had three new members from
the South region, Jill Cross, Sally
Cudmore and Bill Cullinane,
introduced. It's a quiet time in the
south now. Nothing is penciled in until
July 28th when there will be a raft-up
in the Schull area. We are hoping
that members from all areas who are
cruising in West Cork will come and
join us. Quite a few did last year and
made it all the more interesting and
enjoyable.
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After that next on the southern
agenda is the annual End of Season
Raft-up. A lunchtime gathering on
September 15th, place and time will
be decided nearer the date and will
be publicized on the website.

It is the turn of the South region to
host the autumn general committee
meeting this year and it will be held
on Saturday 3rd November. Do
keep that date free so you might join
the committee for lunch or dinner.
Location has yet to be decided. This
is a good chance for the southern
members to meet and put faces to the
names of the general committee.

New in Cork Harbour

Cork Harbour new facility

There are two new facilities in Cork
harbour that add greatly to the
enjoyment of cruising there. On

the eastern side of the harbour at
Aghada a new summer pontoon was
attached to the eastern side of the
pier last year. This pontoon is 40m

in length. While it was taken away
for the winter, the council worked on
renovating the old stone pier. At the
end of May the pontoon will be put
back with a new extension of 24m
adjoining the original pontoon at right
angles. As there is only 1m depth at
LW on the outside of the pontoons
timing of arrival is necessary to give
enough time for a pint or a nice
dinner ashore in the pub at top of pier.
There is a shop on pier with a small
chandlery and petrol and diesel can
be supplied in cans. Further details
can be obtained at 021 4661131.
Two new visitors moorings are also
planned for 2012.

In Monkstown Bay a new marina

has been completed over the

winter. It is called the Cork Harbour
Marina and was opened on April

7th by Simon Coveney, Minister of
Agriculture, Marine and Food. There

are no shore side facilities as yet but
arrangement can be made on arrival
by the marina staff for showers etc.
with the Monkstown Bay Sailing Club.
Being new there is no information

in the sailing directions but it is
accessible at all tides and bookings
can be made on 087 3669009.

See www.corkharbourmarina.ie for
more information. Monkstown is

a vibrant place with a very active
sailing club and the marina is just a
short walk to the club house and to
restaurants and pubs, tennis courts
and golf club. Monkstown has nice
walks and trails.
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Neil Hegarty also tells us that the
Norwegian authorities have changed
the rules making it more attractive

to overwinter there and continue to
cruise the following season there.
www.toll.no/templates_
TAD/Newsitem.
aspx?id=221814&epslanguage=en

A Note from the
East

John Bourke

After the stormy conditions further
north in 2011, many hardy annuals
are turning right this year. Leading the
trend is Dick Lovegrove in Rupert
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who will exchange the more exotic
malts of Scotland for the black pints of
the Irish southwest. Tom Fitzpatrick
in Empress Il will be there too, to
challenge inter alia the south coast
racing fleet which convenes for
Calves Week in early August. As in
other places the white sail fleet has
become the largest class. Yachts
with furling sails and heating can
thereby enjoy and even win over

the spectacular courses among

the islands. Also turning south, lan
French will sail for the Scillies in
Teal, where warmer weather should
be enjoyed. Problems used to arise
there in strong northwesterlies and
boats were sometimes forced to go to
sea rather than try to stay at anchor.
However a decent number of good
visitors’ moorings at Tresco and St
Marys have reduced such concerns
and the rest is magic.

Bucking the trend and going north

is Brian Smullen in Cuilaun, who
leaves from the South of England
for the Clyde in April, in time for the
McGruer regatta in early May. After
this return to the place of her birth,
Cuilaun will cruise “for old times sake”
in the southwest of Ireland before
heading for Cowes and the British
Classic Yacht Regatta. She is now in
her fifth seagoing decade and gets
more handsome with every year.

Sean McCormack will take Marie
Claire to Holyhead for the proposed
East Coast rally in early June and
onwards to the Isle of Man, the
Clyde and the Crinan Canal. Later
he also will cruise in West Cork

and Kerry. Justin McKenna,
Shane O’Loughlin and others in
Birmayne will head south for the
Helford River and from there will
amble via a series of cruises in the
direction of the Channel Islands and
northern France. We offered a few
suggestions as to places to eat, and
were thanked but also informed that
they normally eat on board as both
the food and comfort can be superior.
We believe on enquiry that there is
much culinary skill on board, have
taken note and are impressed.

Alakush was laid up on the Clyde

for the winter. However Jennifer
Guinness’s plan for the year was
seriously disrupted when she was
caught port and starboard on the ski
slopes. Despite being stationary at
the time and fully in the right, she
suffered some serious injury. We
offer best wishes for her continued
recovery, which hopefully will allow for
some gentle cruising in the latter part
of the season.

Ocean Gypsy has wintered ashore
at Arzal on the Vilaine River and will
be launched with a new coppercoat
bottom in early April. John and
Jennifer Crebbin will concentrate
on Brittany, where they have been
allocated a permanent berth in

La Roche-Bernard. They intend
using the accompanying “Passeport
Morbihan” to full effect as it gives
them free berthing in over forty
marinas from the Garonne to North
Brittany. Grand Slamis also laid

up in Brittany at Rochfort. Margaret
and | will potter between La Rochelle
and the Morbihan, joined by Alan
McGettigan and his daughter Laura.
After that, others will sail along the
northern coast of Spain to Galicia
where | will re-join and if the winds
are favourable, will sail for home. In
between we have been invited by
some American friends to come with
them to a CCA Cruise in Company in
the Bras d’Or Lakes in Nova Scotia.
We found it quite easy to say yes.

There will apparently be a number of
Irish boats in Galicia this year. Among
them is Island Life, which has been
laid up in Sada near La Corunna.
Cormac and Barbara McHenry will
attend an RCC meet along with some
other ICC members. Island Life will
later be based in Bayona under the
auspices of Joe Fitzgerald and will
do some gentle family cruising before
being laid up once more in Spain or
Portugal.

Paddy Barry will be going in Ar
Seachran to Scottish Hills and to

lona for the June 9th Feast Day of

St Colmcille. After that he will go in
Northabout with Jarlath Cunnane
and friends eastwards from North
Cape to the White Sea. This does not
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sound like much if you say it quickly,
but actually is notice of another great
adventure.

In the Mediterranean, Peter and

Bev Killen will continue to cruise the
lonian in Pure Magic In addition, they
with Mike and Janice Alexander
have chartered a boat in Alaska for
two weeks starting in late June; what
a fascinating contrast. Terry Johnson
in Nyabo will sail in company with the
Royal Thames to the Argolic Gulf in
early May and will then cruise around
the Peloponnese via Kalamata to
Levkas. He will do shorter trip from
there. Recent easterly storms did
cause some minor damage while the
boat was in Olympic Marina on the
east coast of Greece. However in the
worst Winter in eastern Europe for a
hundred years, the damage to Alan
McGettigan’s Wolfhound’was more
serious. She was on the hard in a
stout cradle at Constanta Marina on
the Black Sea. The plan was for Alan
McGettigan with Cliff Hilliard and
others to again attempt to get up the
Danube and later down the Rhine,
thus completing her circumnavigation
of Europe. The boat was buried in

ice and snow, the weight of which
eventually tipped her over; completion
of that odessey will have to wait.

David Beattie left ReeSpray in

Malta for the Winter and found it

very satisfactory. The standard

of marine tradesmen is very high

and their pricing is fair. There is a
shortage of permanent berths but if
one is prepared to be flexible there
should be no problem. He met Des
Cummins there, checking out the
facilities for a future visit in Merlin.
This year David will go east to
Kephalonia and Corfu and thence to
Dubrovnik. He will cruise in Croatia
for the season, perhaps as far as
Venice and Trieste. The boat will
winter in Croatia before returning to
Malta. In the meantime Schollevaer
is in the boatyard at Ballykieran on
the Shannon. He is changing the
engine as part of a refit including
much of the accommodation, for her
centenary in 2013. Would anyone like
to acquire a 1955 vintage Gardner, a
hand-built horizontal 5 cylinder classic
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with plenty of spares? The only thing
needed would be the right vessel in
which to put it.

John Banim in Clio starts from
Marmaris in Turkey, initially going
east and then west, passing through
the Bodrum Bogaze into the Gulluk
Korfesi in late May. He will lay up,
probably in Didim, for the hotter
months of June to August and then
head north as far as Khios. Finally
he will lay her up for the Winter,
possibly in Leros or in Didim again.
He comments that the new visa
regime in Turkey since Feb 2012 is
a problem for medium stay visitors
such as himself. It allows for up to 90
days entry only in every 180 days. It
won't bother tourist staying for 2 or 3
weeks or long stay residents, but for
those wanting to stay for Spring and
Autumn periods or indeed the entire
summer it creates a difficulty.

Peter Courtney is concentrating for
now on the proposed expedition to
Holyhead in early June. Jabberwock
will be there and Peter hopes that if
you are around, you will too.

Pylades
Completes
Circumnavigation

Fergus Quinlan and Kay Cronin

Visit Pylades website
www.pylades.net for full trip log,
current position, photo gallery

28th January 2012; Under the
shadow of Table Mountain we exit
Cape Town docks. Spend an hour
motoring around in circles calibrating
the new electronic auto helm. Finally
with all systems, the wind fills in and
in the company of a pod of whales
we square off for St. Helena 1700
miles to the north east. Yet again, the
wind is in surplus quantities, a cross
sea from port dumps right over the
cockpit and shreds the connections
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of the starboard dodger, which had

all been carefully resewn in Cape
Town. As the first darkness pales the
sound and the fury die away, by full
moonlight all plain sail is reinstated.
Over the next 12 days we run through
easy blue sky days with full canvas,
the nights a brilliant star field dimmed
only by the passage of a full moon
which nightly waned.

9th February; Growing from a faint
outline, St. Helena, looms brown
and haggard, its tip rose 5 kilometers
from the sea bed 14 million years
ago, spat fire and brimstone for
another 7 million years and has been
sculpted by wind, rain and wave
since. At 18.30 off Jamestown our
anchor runs down 18 meters bedding
in a mixture of rock and sand.

There are four cruisers at anchor to
warmly welcome us, two of whom
we had met down at the Cape, we
wine and dine in celebration of our
arrival. Next morning is the landing
experience, as we approach in the
dinghy the swell surging about 1.5
meters at the landing, we lay a stern
anchor, grab the moving ladder and
move fast, it has been the undoing
of many. However, if one went in
the water it is beautifully clean and
not cold. Every occasion of landing
and departing particularly with fuel
and water cans was challenging, it
dissuades somewhat against much
wine in town and late returns!

The 5000 people of St. Helena must
rank as the worlds friendliest, it is a
little piece of England in the south
Atlantic. The island first discovered
in 1502 by the Portuguese and kept
a secret of 90 years was then taken
in turn by the Dutch and English
who heavily fortified it as a supply
base. Inits heyday 1000 ships a
year called for water and supplies. It
was a major slave trading post, then
later a player in the break up of that
trade, although, why there are 15,000
victims of that despicable ‘trade’
buried here remains an unanswered
question.

The island was host to Cook, Nelson,
Slocum, Darwin, the astronomer
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Halley, Napoleon and 6000 Boer
prisoners who all fashioned its
fascinating history. We hire a car and
enriched our historical perspectives
touring the haunts where that
pompous usurper of the French
Revolution ended his days. We sat

at his burial place and contemplated
the rivers of blood spilt across Europe
and Russia so that in glory and
triumph, he, his generals and many
of his like could become momentary
masters of a fraction of this pale

blue dot. Nineteen years after his
internment here his body was raised
and ferried back to Paris. We visit the
High Knoll fort which though widely
advertised as one of the places to
visit was locked and adorned with no
entry signs, being ‘Irish’ however we
persisted and gained the fort. We also
gain the top of Jacobs Ladder all 699
steps of it, just had to be done! Good
test of the heart, the record stands

at 5 minutes odd by some demented
mountain runner, we took 15 minutes!
In the local museum the skipper had
a considerable dialogue with the
curator, part teacher and science
master, who confirmed that all the
schools on the island teach evolution,
despite some objections? She
related that in writing a book on the
island some of the co authors refused
to continue working on the book
unless all references to any times
before 6500 years ago were omitted.

16th February; 1100 all sail is set for
Cabedelo, Brazil, 1802 miles to the
north west. For full ten days under all
plain sail we run down the wind again
beneath blue skies chasing a waxing
moon in easy seas. On many nights
we are attacked by monster flying
fish, the size of a decent mackerel
striking with a thud and a very fishy
smell, a few flap their way back to sea
under their own volition, we rescue
others. On the run we have to gybe
on two occasions, Oh the hardship.
The cloud clear nights bring a new
vision of the plough and its pointers
as they rise higher every night
directing our gaze at the northern
horizon where, still hidden, lurks
Polaris.

26th February; sighting of a ship,
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the first since we left the Cape, the
only other evidence of man is the
international space station hurtling
overhead through the ionosphere

at 15,400 knots. It’s inspiring to

know that somebody is plying these
vast spaces. On the 29th a loom

of light over Joao Pesséo to the
north west, in the morning we pass
from the turquoise ocean into the
brown green waters of the Paraiba
River. One on the ‘red right returning’
entrance marks is missing and

fish traps marked by plastic bottles
adorn the main channel. At 1300 we
anchor in 4.5 meters off the Jacaré
Marina. Next day by dusty roads,

taxi and train we make our way

to Cabedelo, a small town full of
character. Here, we check in to Brazil
having first satisfied the authorities

of our ability to finance our stay by
producing financial documents. The
social scene at the French run Jacaré
marina draws one in for sundowners,
the delicious Cipriani cocktail
prepared by the delightful Lydiana,
and to exchange tales with laughing
fellow rovers.

Ravel’s Bolero is played each evening
to serenade the sunset by a man
with a saxophone standing on a punt
in the river, after which the riverside
restaurants resume ghastly karaoke
type noise at mucho volume. The
city of Jodo Pesséo, surrounded by
extensive shanty towns, has traces
of auld decency in the Theatro San
Rosa and some other small pieces of
architecture, generally it is very run
down with broken footpaths, missing
drain covers and litter everywhere,
every step has to be watched to avoid
broken limbs. It would be impossible
for a blind person to move about or
for a person with a child buggy, none
were seen. Later we discovered
enormous shopping centers and
malls outside the town, all more than
adequate for stocking. The area
around Jacaré had its own shanty
town where it appeared that all
teenage girls were either pregnant

or sat on rocking chairs outside their
forty year old mothers’ front doors
bouncing their babies whilst the
young men play pool on the outdoor
pool table and all listen to the loud

Pylades

South American music. In the shed
the fishermen mend nets and argue
and settle arguments, all of these
people appearing exceedingly friendly
and good-humored. The marina had
a careening area onto which we ran
the boat, in this mud bath Pylades
settled at an extraordinary angle,
despite some amazing looking single
clawed crabs emerging from the mud
shapping at us, polish we did to make
our hull as slippery as possible for the
next run.

10th March; 0930 exit Brazil and

set sail for Rodney Bay in St. Lucia
2075 miles north west. The day turns
horrible with 25 knots of wind gusting
and rain thick enough for fish to swim
in. Thunder and lightening abound all
indicating that we must be entering
the Inter Tropical Convergence Zone
(ITCZ). On the SSB we hear that a
German sailing vessel Momo with a
couple whom we had befriended had
lost her rig in near gale conditions
further north. They had cut away the
rig and motored 250 miles to French
Guyana. As there were no repair
facilities there they set up a jury rig
and proceeded on to Grenada, we
followed their progress on the SSB
net and were delighted when they
made harbour safely, they reported
the jury rig had served them well.

17th March; 1400 we cross the
equator into the northern hemisphere
—to mark this moment the skipper
shaves off his beard and for

the first time since 1966 sees his
countenance! Says it will hopefully
grow again quickly.

A very strange ‘popple’ of small
peaked waves on the water surface
close to the equator is noted, must be
some current effects. Over the days
passing through the ITCZ we have
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a lot of sail alterations and periods

of motoring with wind coming and
going as violent lightning storms pass
over, swell comes from about any
direction. The doldrums for sure, one
squall catches the mainsail aback, the
result if the preventer had not held the
boom could have been catastrophic
as the runner was set on the opposite
side and had it been hit by a full force
gybe the runner or the mast might
have come down. A result of the
battle to get all back on course was
that mesh gear in the Monitor self
steering jumped out of alignment,

the thoughts of hand steering is a
reoccurring nightmare, but we were
able to compel it back into line. What
it then required was a few washers to
force the mesh together but it would
have been impossible to remove the
shaft to accomplish this in a seaway,
so we twisted in four rings of Tmm
diameter stainless steel wire in lieu
and it worked a treat, never travel
without it.

Passing the mouth of the Amazon,
our halfway mark, we celebrate with
a glass despite the discomfort of a
2.5 meter beam sea raised by 20 to
25 knots of wind out of the northeast.
Squalls persist; about three a day
come through with 30 plus knots and
very heavy rain. The 100% cloud
cover and gloom makes us long for
the blue skies of the south Atlantic
and dream of similar to the north, the
cruising sailor is forever optimistic.
However, this gloomy aspect stayed
for many days with grey sunsets and
sun rises. Finally we emerge from
the ITCZ the wind becomes steady
15 knots from the north east and
together with a favorable current we
gain fine runs of up to 167 miles per
day.

22nd March; 0400 having sighted no
vessels for over a week, the skipper
on watch picks up the port light of

a vessel well off to port. It will pass
close, he concludes, but no problem,
nevertheless he adjusts course to
starboard to open the gap, goes
below to run radar, plotter and AIS,
comes back on deck a few minutes
later, horror! The oncoming vessel
in that short time had turned to port
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Pylades Circumnavigation (cont)

then back to starboard and is now
dead ahead, close and closing by the
second, we throw on the deck lights

and with a pounding heart adjust hard
to port. The vessel now identified as a

trawler on passage, guns its engines
and almost leaping out of the water
turns hard to its port, through an
odoriferous cloud of fish and burning
diesel we pass. The skipper thinks
hard about going back on the fags.

23rd March; 2200 crossed the course
line made two years 99 days ago

when on the 15th December 2009 we

sailed from Bridgetown, Barbados
to Bequia, we have circumnavigated
our pale blue dot, our misnamed
planet earth which so obviously is
Planet Ocean. We are elated with

Pylades, ourselves and celebrate with

a dram.

24th March on a fine morning with
full sail Pylades sweeps around the
southern tip of St.Lucia and by 15.00
drop anchor off the beach at Rodney
Bay, we are in a very different

world. Our isolation is well and truly
over there are over sixty boats on
anchor.

Spring is sprung
Peter Fernie

Compared to last year it has been
an unusually mild winter. People
have commented that spring seems
to have come early. Of course, in

a meteorological sense that could
be true, but in 2012 it will also be
true in an astronomical sense as
well, because this year astronomical
Spring has made its earliest arrival
since the late 19th century: 1896, to
be exact.

The vernal equinox — the first day of
spring — occurred this year, 2012, on
the 20 March at 05:14 UTC , some 3
hours 15 minutes later than in 1896!

Astronomers define an equinox as
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Celestial Sphere -
Wikipedia & "

that moment when the sun arrives

at one of two intersection points of
the ecliptic (the sun’s path across

the sky) and the celestial equator
(Earth’s equator projected onto the
sky). The intersection point, in eastern
Pisces, is where the sun was on

20 March and this is the time of the
equinox, called the “vernal” or spring
equinox . Astronomical navigators will
recognise this point as the time when
the Sun’s declination is zero, going
positive. The sun is now migrating
north of the equator and will continue
to do so until the summer solstice,
which this year will occur on June

20 at 23 09 UTC when it achieves

its maximum northerly declination of
some 23.4 degrees North

At 05:14 UTC on the 20 March , the
sun was shining directly over the
equator, declination zero, from the
point of view of a spot in the Indian
Ocean, 757 miles southeast of
Colombo, Sri Lanka

Why has astronomical spring come
so early this year and is this unheard
of?

In fact, during the 20th century, March
20 was nearly as common, occurring

e

on 40 of the years of the century as
the traditionaly held view of March
21, which occurred on the other 60
years. In the first 50 years of the 21st
century the vernal equinox will occur
on 20 March on 46 occasions.

There are several reasons why
seasonal dates vary from year to
year.

A year is not an even number of days,
and neither are the seasons. To try to
achieve a value as close as possible
to the exact length of the year, our
Gregorian Calendar was constructed
to give a close approximation to the
tropical year, which is the actual
length of time it takes for Earth to
complete one orbit around the sun. It
eliminates leap days in century years
not evenly divisible by 400, such
1700, 1800 and 2100, and millennium
years that are divisible by 4000, such
as 8000 and 12000.

Another reason is that Earth’s
elliptical orbit is changing its
orientation relative to the sun (it
wobbles), which causes Earth’s

axis to constantly point in a different
direction, called precession. Since
the seasons are defined as beginning
at strict 90-degree intervals, these

g
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positional changes affect the time
Earth reaches each 90-degree
location in its orbit around the sun.
Planetary alignment can also affect
the Earth in its orbit in a relatively
minor way.

The seasonal dates and UTC times
for 2012 are

Equinoxes Mar 20 @ 05 14
Sept 22 @ 1449
June 20 @ 23 09
Dec 21 @ 1112

Solstices

Does all of this make the water in
Galway Bay any warmer in April —
sadly no? You just think it does.

It will all happen again even earlier
in 2020, on March 20 at 03 50UTC
to be precise and in 2048 the vernal
equinox will occur on March 19 @22
38,

This article is adapted from a Scientific
American publication, and inaccuracies
have been corrected.

Facts about the heavens are readily
available on the internet and a search
for the US Naval Observatory will reveal
accurate information about astronomical
phenomena.

Western
Wanderings

Peter Fernie

The 2011 Christmas lunch was held
in Clarinbridge Co. Galway and the
Commaodore and Meta joined us. The
lunch was encouraged and enlivened
by the presence of Bill King who

is, hale, hearty and heading for 102.
His daughter, Leonie delivered him,
and apologised that they had been
unable to locate Bill’s favourite belt.
Bill as we all know, has a lean frame
and as a consequence his trousers
were inclined to veer south without
warning. The restaurant provided

a suitable length of twine and the
problem was solved. Bill was totally
unfazed and said that it was not the
first time in his life that he had to do

running repairs on his rigging.! The
restaurant looked after us very cost
effectively — perhaps too much so as
they regrettably closed in January —
we return to our usual watering hole
in Limerick in 2012.

In March we had what we hope is

the first of informal local ‘drop in
lunches in Westport, organised by
Anne Doherty — a good crowd turned
up with travellers from Limerick and
Galway. The lunches are highly
informal and are a good way to sound
out ideas, brain storm and generally
get to know another better.

Frank Ranalow, our Rear
Commodore hopes to get more
lunches running in the autumn —we
are a highly dispersed region and he
would like to hold several lunches —
from Kerry to Sligo. He asks that any
suggestions for possible locations be
sent to him.

As aresult of the Westport event, two
new Western projects are planned.
Charles Quinn has undertaken

to arrange a Volvo get together
sometime during the VOR weekend
and Anne Doherty is planning an
Inishbofin raft up on the weekend of
4 August. Keep an eye on the website
for updates to both of these events.

On other fronts, Donal Morrisy’s
Rebound is in Dan Mill’s yard in
Galway Docks getting much care
and attention, and removing years
of accumulated anti fouling etc. She
expects to be in Galway until after
the VOR weekend and then pay a
trip down memory lane to Calves
Week (shades of Joggernaut) before
departing south to anywhere closer
to the equator — but probably back to
Galicia.

David Whitehead is also planning to
head for Galicia “sometime in May”
as soon as a reasonable weather
window opens.

Tom Foote’s Picnic, currently
ashore in Almerimar plans to head
for the ‘dark continent’ sometime in
June together with Jack McCann.
The plan is to cruise the Spanish

Spring 2012

Moroccan coast before heading
inland for camels, souks and other
Moroccan delights before departing
from Tangiers back to Almerimar.

Down on the Shannon they are in
the final stages of the current build
of the Seol Sionna project. This is a
continuation of the recent successful
traditional currach project. The Seol
Sionna venture is an ambitious
project to build a 25ft wooden sailing
boat, evoking the small-to-medium
class Shannon hooker that once
sailed in the estuary. The boat has
been built in picturesque Querrin,
overlooking the Shannon, and will be
the first hooker in almost a century to
sail these waters. Brendan Travers
reports that he has been involved

in the running of a ISA Yachtmaster
Coastal Skipper shore based
navigation course over the 2010/2011
winter for potential skippers/crew of
the Seol Sionna vessel when she is
launched this Spring.

The refit of Vera Quinlan and Peter
Owens’ Danu continues. Work
commenced on some cold nights

in January. Peter made light work

of the first stage, the dirty task of
ripping out most of the interior to get
at the difficult sections which required
removal of ballast material, rust and
then repainting of the bilge areas. A
difficult and costly decision was made
to replace the engine and shortly
Dana will be cut open to enable the
extraction of the old and install of the
new engine, after which a revamp

of the interior will begin. Work is

slow with other commitments. Many
thanks are due to ICC members

for advice and in particular to John
Coyne

Otherwise most members on the
west are just hoping for a reasonable
summer — the general feeling is

that the forthcoming season cannot
possibly as bad as the last two —
surely not?
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Of shoes and ships.. -

Of shoes and
ships..

Mick Delap

Yesterday | found where my deck
shoes had been hiding all winter.
And an old family photo of my great
grandfather’s Curlew that, like my
2011 trip up the West Coast, linked
Valentia with Donegal. When | was
on Tory Island last summer, wind
bound for a few days in North Star,

| was struck by the reminders of the
days of the Drontheim or Greencastle
yawls, that fifty years or more ago
were to be seen everywhere around
the north west coast.

By 2011 there were still two or three
of the graceful, white painted double-
ended clinker hulls on Tory, literally
put out to grass. And there were the
paintings in the Dixon gallery of the
drontheims under sail in their glory
days, slipping along with their two-
masted, high sprit-sailed rig. We’d
brought North Star up from Kerry,
where there’s a mixture among the
older surviving local wooden craft
of the oar-driven seine boats, still
keenly raced, and the more modern,
high bowed, transom sterned Béal
boats. By Galway Bay you are
definitely into Connemara curragh
territory. And the seine boats, the
larger Béal boats and the curraghs all
share the same smooth carvel hulls,
with transoms. North of Donegal
Bay, though, you are back among
the clinker double enders, still white
painted, and larger now, that have
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carried the Drontheim tradition into
the motor-driven age. So the photo
from the Valentia of the 1890’s of
great grandfather’s Curlew was a
surprise. She was clearly a classic
sailing Drontheim, though as far from
the north west as she could be. In
the photo, she’s lying quietly head to
a gentle north westerly off Beginish
beach, with her sprit rig visible on
her unfurled mizzen (I suppose

if you want to lie head to wind, it
makes sense to furl the forward

sail, but leave the mizzen up). In

the foreground, half a dozen of the
carvel, and much more substantial
Valentia seine boats are pulled up
ashore (probably to escape the
harbour dues that had just been
imposed on boats kept in Valentia
Harbour). So how did a Drontheim
get so far south? The answer is
that my great grandfather’s previous
Church of Ireland living had been
Templecrone in Donegal, south

of Burtonport, where he acquired
Curlew In 1876, when he was
appointed to Valentia, his immediate
reaction was delight that he and his
two elder sons, one of them my
grandfather, would now be able to sail
Curlew themselves all the way down
to Kerry. But his wife, responsible for
the remaining eight small children,
and the Bishop of Limerick, who
was looking forward to finally filling
the rather troublesome vacancy on
Valentia, both put their respective
feet down. Curlew grandfather and
great grandfather, together with the
family belongings, did come down
to Valentia not by sail from Donegal,
but on the deck of a small coaster,
with professional skipper, hired in
Burtonport. | haven’t yet managed
to find whether they made better
time than North Star. Given last
summer’s weather, | expect they did.
North Star, meanwhile, has seen the
winter out ashore in Troon. The plan
is to spend 2012 on Scotland’s west
coast, and head back to Valentia in
2013.

Titanic -
Factual links on the public
inquires on the disaster

Noel Casey

RMS Titanic material is everywhere,
on films, television and newspapers.
Much of it is speculative, not entirely
accurate and heavily hyped.
However, the source material, are
the official inquiries of the British
Board of Trade and their American
counterparts on the disaster. Their
reports were published in 1912,
complete with transcripts of all
statements made and are available
on:

www.titanicinquiry.org

Interestingly both enquiries
separately each ran for less than 40
days and reported in the same year
as the disaster itself.

Another website with much detail of
all that you might wish or not wish not
to know is at:
www.encyclopedia-titanica.org

This link www.anesi.com/titanic.htm
analyses and debunks some myths
that have built up, particularly survial
rates by passenger ticket type and
the regulations about the number of
lifeboats legislated for.
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