
Irish Cruising Club
NEWSLETTER -  AUTUMN 2015



Commodore's Letter
By Peter Killen 

Front Cover:  Selkie  40 ‘ Van de Stadt cutter belonging to Justin McDonagh which has returned to Ireland after a three year Atlantic peregrination 
including a double crossing. Photograph taken off Portuguese coast approaching Póvoa de Varzin.  Photo  Ian lewis.

 Peter Killen

It really was a miserable 
summer in home waters, 
but despite this, people did 
manage to go sailing and 
get places and there were 
some good get-togethers, in 
Newry in the early summer, 
Greystones in the autumn, and 
a raft up in Cork Harbour also 
in September. The proposed 
Western trip to Inishbofin and 
Clare Island was abandoned as 
gales roared in over the June 
long weekend. 
The Rally on Lough Ree over 
the weekend of the 10/11th of 
October next, which is being 
organised by John O’Donnell, 
promises to be a great event. 
Then we have the regional 
Christmas lunches to look 
forward to, and before we 
know it, we shall be into a 
new year, the AGM, the annual 

dinner weekend, AND the 
possibility of a good summer 
to look forward to!

In line with what was agreed 
at the last AGM, we presented 
the RNLI with a cheque for 
€25,000 to be used in Ireland 
north and south, and we also 
funded bursaries, through Sail 
Training Ireland, to the tune of 
€6,550.
These were broken down as 
follows;

4 berths on the Tall Ship “The 
Maybe” costing €2,600. These 
were to fund disadvantaged 
young people
2 berths ,for two young people 
with disabilities, who were 
accompanied by a carer( who 
were separately funded) on 
the tall ship “The Morgenster” 

€1,950
Both the above ships sailed to  
Norway.
We also funded 2 disability 
berths on the Spirit of 
Oysterhaven for €2000. The 
JST bursaries were not taken 
up this year
I look forward to catching up 
with many of you, over the 
Christmas season.
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Peter Killen, Commodore and Robert Barker, Honorary Treasurer, presenting David Delamer, Trustee of the 
RNLI with a (rather large) cheque for €25,000 as a gift from the ICC.



Secretary’s Report By Alan Markey
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On an amazingly beautiful cloud free weekend, members and their guests gathered at the 
Malton Hotel in Killarney for the Club’s annual Dinner. The 2015 committee sat for the first 
time at 1600 to conduct Club business.
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Committee 2015-2016

Many members arrived on Friday afternoon in time to attend 
the cocktail party for new members.  12 new members (out 
of the 23 elected this year) attended the party and the 
Commodore, Peter Killen, duly made them welcome.  This 
was followed by a buffet supper.  A great evening of meeting 
up with old friends and asking what they had been doing and 
what they planned for this year. On the Saturday evening 229 
members and guests sat down for dinner.  This was concluded 
with a speech by the Commodore after which he presented 

the Fastnet 
Trophy jointly to 
Andrew Wilkes 
(RCC) and Máire 
B r e a t h n a c h 
(ICC).  The reply 
on behalf of the 
guests was given 
by Kieran Cotter, 
the Coxswain of 
the Baltimore 
RNLI Tamar all-
weather lifeboat.

Editorial
By Peter Fernie

Corrections and amendments 

Most editors  spend some 
of their  waking moments 
wondering if any of their  
audiences  actually reads the 
stuff over which they have  
agonised. Every publication 
seems to have a typo which 
despite a panel of proof-
readers escapes to the final 
copy and is noticed by the 
editor sometimes as much as 
one hour after confirming the 
print copy. 

Fortunately most of you miss 
them. 

However... Ian Wylie correctly 
draws attention to the 
attribution to the photograph of  
Fairy Class keelboats racing and 
points out that “the build date 
of the Fairy Class dates from  
1902 and not 1905.  Hilditch of 
Carrickfergus built Lough Erne 
Fairy class in 1906 and these 
were built to “Royal North of 
Ireland Fairy Class Lines”. Thus 
it is the RNIYC Fairies which has 
produced “ a remarkable crop 
of ICC sailors over the years” 
including  3 Commodores , 
5 Vice-Commodores, 3 Rear 
Commodores, 1 Honorary 
Treasurer and about 20 current 
members. 
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I left Cork with Paddy Shaw on the old Inishfallen 
from Penrose Quay. We had strict instructions to 
bring with us a ham and a large side of roast beef. 
The latter was duly frozen before departure and both 
were deposited in the freezer room of the D’Innis. On 
the train to London and subsequently Southampton 
we left them on the overhead rack with the windows 
open. Once aboard the Southampton/Bilbao ferry 
they were again deposited in the freezer room and 
arrived as solid as a rock. In fact they took 3 or 4 
days to defrost. 

On arrival we were met by Stanley Roche, Charlie 
Hewlett and Joe Fitzgerald and proceeded to Castro 
Urdiales. A glass of the local vino tinto cost one old 
penny (Equivalent to 0.5 cent - Ed. ). My other major 
recollection was Joe Fitz’s absolute punctuality. In 
fact you could set your watch at noonday by the tray 
of gin and tonics coming through the hatch. 

We arrived in a tiny harbour to the east of Lekeitio 
and Charlie gave us a severe lecture with regards 
to the problematic Basque situation and warned us 
if we met any Guardia Civil, they should be treated 
with the utmost respect with “no mucking around”.  
We found a pub, which doubled as the lighthouse at 

the top of a dirt track running up from the harbour. 
We did meet a Guardia Civil with whom Charlie got 
chatting. Within an hour, after what seemed like 
several bottles of Cointreau, we were all the worse 
for wear.  Charlie was sitting at the bar with his arm 
around the Guardia Civil and the latter’s machine 
gun over his( Charlie’s that is ) shoulder.  So much 
for the prudent advice. 

Paddy Shaw fell into the undergrowth on the way 
down the hill and spent several days recovering from 
the contusions and rashes. Since then whenever I 
taste Cointreau I recall that evening over fifty years 
ago. 

I cannot recall much more than we stopped in San 
Sebastian and St Jean de Luz  before heading off 
to La Rochelle where we were all intrigued in the 
farmers’ market by the dispatching and skinning of 
frogs. 

I think we then sailed  to Crosshaven directly from 
la Rochelle.

Douglas Dean ICC 1965

D’Innis   - the Inishfallen ferry 1948-67
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From The Archives
The Cruise of the Nancy Bet - circa June 1967
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The Chart Table
To Zoom or not to zoom? By Norman Kean

Most of us now use electronic charts, whether 
on a plotter, a laptop, an iPad or a smartphone.  
They are a tremendous aid to navigation that – 
in normal circumstances – relieves us of much 
of the drudgery of traditional chartwork and 
just makes life so much easier.

But they come with a health warning, which few of us 
read. Most of us use what are called “vector” charts, 
usually from CMap (Jeppesen), Navionics or Garmin. 
Vector charts are constructed in “layers”. When you 
zoom out, a layer of detail disappears. Zoom out more, 
and another layer goes. Sometimes these layers contain 
information that should never disappear at any level of 
zoom, such as the well-charted reef in the Indian Ocean 
into which Team Vestas Wind piled at 20-odd knots, 
fortunately without loss of life. As the enquiry pointed 
out, had her navigator been paying attention to his raster 
chart, or indeed the paper chart, he would have been 
alerted to the danger. Raster charts are the other type of 
electronic charts. They are simply a straight electronic 
rendering of the paper chart, with no bells and whistles. 
Zooming in on screen is just like looking at the paper 
chart through a magnifying glass. “Dumb”, as opposed 
to “smart”, in IT jargon. But are vector charts “smart”, in 
normal parlance?

They can certainly be deceitful. When you zoom in, 
the type and symbols (place names, soundings and the 
rest) stay the same size on screen.  The high water mark 
may show great detail. The impression is given of ever 
greater precision and accuracy.  You can now steer to 
within yards of the rocks. But can you? 

Beware the smart-ass vector chart. It has the high water 
mark in tremendous detail because it has copied the large-
scale Ordnance Survey map, at perhaps 1 in 2,500. But 
everything else is lifted straight from the marine charts, 
Admiralty or equivalent national - these companies 
have no original survey data of their own. If the best 
paper chart is on a much smaller scale, then zooming 

the vector chart 
beyond that scale 
will only magnify the 
same information, 
complete with 
its necessary 
approximations and 
omissions.

Much of the south 
coast of Ireland 
east of Cork is 

charted only on BA2049 at 1 in 150,000. Six miles 
east of Dungarvan is Blind Harbour, a lovely little cove 
frequented in settled weather by Donal Walsh and his 
friends at Dungarvan 
SC. (I have promised 
Donal not to tell 
anyone about it, so 
please keep this bit 
quiet). Although it 
has 3m of water, 
Blind Harbour does 
not appear on the 
Admiralty chart and 
would be less than 
half a millimetre 
across if it did. But 
zoom in far enough 
on Navionics, and 
there is the shoreline 
in perfect detail (ex 
OS map). It appears on screen to be full of drying rock, 
only because at the scale of BA2049, the coast is fringed 
by the conventional symbol for a rocky drying shore, 
at minimum width, and you have just magnified it 500 
times more than intended.  But do please note that there 

is one real drying 
rock in the entrance.

At least the error 
is on the safe side. 
Ballycotton is also 
on BA2049, and the 
channel between 
Ballycotton Island 
and the shore is 
about a cable wide, 

almost a millimetre and a half on the chart. Blow that up 
to nine inches on the plotter screen and you will see a 
narrow channel in the middle between wide fringes of 
drying rock. Head for that gap, and you run a grievous 
risk of running into Sound Rock, which sits mid-channel 
and dries 0.3m in the real world as opposed to the 
computer game that you are playing. Sound Rock is (quite 
appropriately given 
the scale) not marked 
on BA2049, and 
Ballycotton Island is 
steep-to. Stay close to 
the island, look where 
you’re going, and 
ignore for the moment 
that lying jade the 
vector chart. She ‘ll get 
over it.
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Basking Sharks - the coolest monsters!
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Hanging upside down from Ballyclare’s port bow in a 
rolling sea just south-west of Peel, didn’t help recovery 
from a ‘white-out’.  By that, I mean the tsunami of 
hospitality from Derek and Viv White the previous 
night.  But there was a good reason for these acrobatics: 
we’d come to get photos of basking sharks for my book 
on Strangford Lough’s wildlife.
At one end of me was their daughter Mel hanging 
onto my ankles, wailing in terror, at the other end was 
my camera swaying a foot or two above the waves.  
Somewhere in between was my barely functioning 
brain. Derek carefully manoeuvred Ballyclare towards 
a massive dorsal fin as it flopped through the swell, 
occasionally trailed by a classic shark’s tail, gently 
weaving side to side.  Soon, through the blue-green 
plankton haze, I saw its enormous shape, shadowy, 
dimpled by shifting reflections and utterly silent, 
gliding ever so gently along, jaws and gills wide 
open, as in the photo from Ulster Wildlife.  Almost the 
length of our boat, it seemed like a chilled out basking 
submarine.
I got my photos; Mel regained her composure; Derek 
and Viv fixed coffee; and a couple of hours later I 
recovered my brain.
It’s always worth pausing to look at these beasts.  Their 
statistics are as mind boggling as their appearance. Up 
to 13m long, they are the second largest fish species in 
the world, pipped by the whale shark of warmer oceans.  
They filter water at about 1,480 cubic metres each 
hour (apparently the volume of eight single-deck 
buses), which is why nobody has to worry about ‘Jaws’ 
here.  Both these largest fish species, and the largest 
whales, consume the smallest citizens of the sea – 
plankton – by filtering them out of the water.  It’s 
counter-intuitive, but good ecological and evolutionary 

sense, to feed on a resource that is as close to primary 
production from the sun as possible; gaining nutrients 
and energy from minimum effort.  
As spring warms the seas into summer, first 
microscopic phytoplankton (mini-plants) burst into 
life and reproduction, and then the zooplankton; tiny 
crustaceans, larvae of crabs, molluscs, starfish etc, and 
of course vast quantities of jellyfish, as well as tiny fish.  
As this bonanza develops, basking sharks get going 
(their overwinter habits are still a matter of debate) 
appearing in the warm, surface waters of our seas, all 
round the western coasts of the British Isles, wherever 
nutrient-rich currents and upwellings support the 
drifting blooms of plankton and their lazy predators.

I was in the same area more recently, with Brian Black 
and his artist son Kieron, on Caelan, once again on the 
lookout.  Visibility wasn’t the best. After mistaking 
a series of dark creel floats for fins, one ‘float’ lazily 
swam towards us; Brian eased back the revs.  This 
basking shark was smaller, but the behaviour just the 
same. We and the shark drifted together for a mile or 
so – enough time for Kieron to get his water colours out 
for an impromptu sketch.  
The presence of smaller, younger basking sharks is 
reassuring because their fate is in the balance.  The 
fishery for meat, fin soup and demands for their liver oil 
is a Klondike-style fishery based on exploitation without 
any understanding of the slow growth and reproduction 
of the species.  Worldwide,  it is gravely threatened.  
Now we know a bit more (not enough) and here they are 
protected. If you see one of these magnificent beasts, 
try ‘Googling’ the local conservation organisation near 
your cruise and notifying them, especially if you have a 
photo of the fin, where scratches and cuts can identify 
individual sharks.

Why not go to http://www.sharktrust.org/en/basking_
shark_resources for advice about how to approach the 
sharks without disturbing them?  That way, you’ll get a 
better view.

Photo by J P Trenque for Ulster Wildlife

Watercolour by Kieron Black

By Bob Brown
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Members who read James Nixon’s obituary of 
Paul Osterberg in the 2013 Annual may recall 
that Paul had owned the J B Kearney Canoe 
Yawl Satanella and may be interested to know 
more about her.  After attending the Northern 
Regional Dinner associated with the Out of 
Town Committee Meeting in November 2011, 
Paul contacted Peter Ronaldson, James Nixon 
and myself about her at various times.  He was 
concerned as to what would become of her, 
as he had presented her to the Ulster Folk and 
Transport Museum in 1972, but she had never 
been displayed.

As may be seen from the photograph, she is clinker 
built and double ended.  He described her as 
“single handed, with a heavy galvanised centre 
board”.  She has a ketch rig with unstayed chinese 
junk masts. (to be pedantic, as the rudder is hung 
on the sternpost, by definition, she must be a ketch, 
although described as a yawl)

She was built by J B Kearney in 1901 at Ringsend, 
Dublin, when he was 21 and she was later owned 
and sailed by a Captain Walsh who kept her at the 
Royal Irish Yacht Club.  He was reputed to have 
shipped her from Dublin Docks to the mouth of the 
Seine, from where he cruised through the canals 
and river inland waterways of Northern Europe.  
Paul recalled seeing him sail her “of an evening” 
in Dun Laoghaire Harbour.  Captain Walsh left the 
boat to Christy Mahoney, who was a craftsman boat 

builder and had a small yard in Patrick Street, above 
the main street in Dun Laoghaire.  Paul called to 
visit Christy from time to time over the years and 
eventually Christy gave the boat to him “to look 
after”.  Apparently he had decided that Paul was a 
fit person to do so.

Paul brought the boat by lorry to his home in 
Hillsborough and fitted her out, but after a short 
trial period at Oxford Island, Lough Neagh, found 
her too heavy to launch for day sailing – she also 
leaked like a sieve after drying out for many years.

At that time there was no Maritime Museum in the 
Dublin area so in 1972, he gave her to the Ulster 
Folk and Transport Museum, who informed him 
that she would be exhibited in a proposed marine 
section.  This section has never materialised and she 
has been in storage ever since.  The Museum was 
eventually prevailed upon to move her temporarily 
from storage to a workshop where the photograph 
was taken.  Peter, James and myself viewed her 
there.

Paul was very conscious of her importance as part 
of the history of our Club, having been built by J B 
Kearney and his hope was that one day, she might 
be displayed nearer to her birthplace.

The future for Satanella? 
By Alan Leonard

Irish Cruising Club - Autumn 2015
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Andrew Crosbie
Andrew is a medical practitioner and comes from a Cork sailing family. Having started very young in Mirrors and 
Enterprises, he went on to sail in National 18 dinghies. More recently he has sailed his Najad 355 to the Scillies and 
around West Cork and Kerry. He still crews for  83 year old Father Ted( Crosbie ICC 1957 ) in Thursday night league 
racing and they all try to stay out of trouble.

A Selection of New Members 2015
Irish Cruising Club - Autumn 2015

John Derham
Now a  retired Aer Lingus Captain, John started sailing in the family dinghy from Balbriggen and bought his first 
boat,  a Jeanneau Rush 30 in 1987. He has sailed in the West Indies, Scotland , the Mediterranean as well as Florida 
and the Bahamas. Currently he owns a Jeanneau 40D, which he has sailed for the last few years around north 
Brittany as well as training his grandchildren around east coast harbours. 

John Leahy
John is a retired airline pilot who started cruising 50 years ago on a passage to Lisbon on Cu na Mara. Since 2009 
he has cruised a Malo 36 around Ireland as well as crewing on delivery trips to las palmas and St. Lucia. As a 
former Commodore of the Cruising Association of Ireland he has organised and participated in several rallies and 
ran the recent “Gathering Cruise”. He has just sold  the Malo 36 and is now the joint owner of a Moody 33, Eblana. 

Michael Madsen
From 1993 to 2000 Michael and his wife sailed a Oceanis 350 from Kilrush around the west and southwest. In 
2003 they  bought a Sadler Starlight 35 in which they  have cruised as far south as the Azores and as far north as 
St Petersburg. 
A cruise to Iceland had to be aborted in 2014 and he hopes to try again this year

Anne Madsen
Anne is joint owner with Michael of the Sadler Starlight 35, Gabelle and has cruised extensively in Scotland, South 
England, Portugal, Spain and the Baltic as far as St. Petersburg on their own boat.

Daragh Nagle 
Daragh’s first cruise was in 1969 in the Asgard from Howth to Scotland. For most of his life he has been based 
in Victora, British Columbia and in the last ten years has sailed extensively in BC, including a circumnavigation 
of Vancouver Island. More recently he sailed his Moody 375, Chantey V, from Victoria to Cartagena and back to 
Annapolis. A member of Royal Victoria Yacht Club, Daragh is probably our most geographically western member
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Drewry Pearson
Drewry started sailing in an 18’ open boat, similar to a Mermaid on the Shannon. He became hooked on 
cruising as a result of a delivery trip from Burham on Crouch back to Dublin in a Carter 35. Since then 
he has taken every opportunity to sail offshore either as a delivery crew or racing. He is currently a part 
owner of  a 49’ Halberg Rassy  which has recently covered the Baltic and the Mediterranean

A Selection of New Members 2015

James Lyons 
James started sailing in the family GP14 at the age of four and graduated to Mirrors and a Laser sailing out 
of Crosshaven. He started cruising along the SW coast with his father Jim (ICC 2005) in the family Kelt 8M. 
Since 2002 he has run Sovereign Sailing in Kinsale and as a YM Instructor has clocked up over 50000 NM.

Paul McGuire
Paul who is a retired quantity surveyor began sailing in 1962 in Mermaids, IDRA 14s,  Wags and Flying–
fifteens before becoming an owner in the Dragon Class. Early cruising was with Michel O’Rahilly ( 
ICC1979) on Red Velvet, a Hustler 35. More recently he has cruised with Patrick Blaney (ICC2004) and 
Peter & Susan Gray (ICC 1980) on Waxwing during their RTW voyage. 

Tom O’Reilly
Tom’s first voyage was on an International 18 which, in 1963, together with his brother sailed from 
Carlingford to Clogherhead.  “It was a horrible wet and cold day with wind on the nose” Despite that,  
Tom has cruised and raced ever since. Nowadays he is a part owner in a Beneteau 424 which he has sailed 
in the  Hebrides,  Northern Brittany and southern England. 

David Bagnall 
David, like so many other ICC members began sailing in Baltimore with Glenans in the 70’s and learnt 
that bumping into rocks and running aground was all part of sailing’s rich pattern and making mistakes 
was essential in building experience and confidence.  After a part ownership in a Dufour 36  which he 
sailed to Iceland and Brittany, he now owns a SunFast 40.3 which is based in northern Spain. Additionally 
he will paint your boat ( not antifoul, more on canvas)  and is a enthusiastic hill walker.
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The review of “Atlantic Affair” last autumn 
describing 1930’s ICC member Otway Waller’s 
turbulent history triggered David Whitehead’s 
encyclopaedic knowledge of   other boats 
designed by Albert Strange with past ICC or 
Irish  connections. 

Albert Strange was born in Gravesend in 1855, the 
year in which David Livingstone discovered Victoria 
Falls. England and France were at war with Russia 
and most warships and virtually all merchant ships 
worked under sail. Strange was intended by his 
parents to qualify as a soliciter but he followed 
his own muse to  become an artist and, as was the 
fashion in those days, took off to France to learn his 
trade.  He returned to England in 1880 and spent 
two years as Second Master at Liverpool Collge of 
Art before settling in Scarborough where he was 
soon appointed Headmaster at the School of Art and 
spent the rest of his life in Scarborough, where he  
died  in 1917.

Although he was  a noted and successful painter, 
yachtsmen know of him best through his work as 
an amateur designer of yachts and boats. 173 of 
his designs are catalogued by the Albert Strange 
Association and/or the maritime Museum at Mystic, 
Connecticut. Strange was a  gifted designer, a 
meticulous draftsman and  an adventurous sailor of 
small  cruising boats , mainly those of his own design. 
He focussed particularly  on small cruising yachts, in 
the 22-30 ft LWL size range, and is widely associated 
with small canoe sterned yawls and cruising canoes 
and  also with the Humber Yawl Club, of which he 
was Captain. He did also design a number of  smaller 
centerboard  dinghies and keel dayboats as well  as 
some  considerably larger yachts, including Claude 
Worth’s Tern III  and Lord Stalbridge’s Tally Ho, which 
won the 1927 Fastnet in very heavy weather.

Strange cruised his own small yachts, Cherub, and 
her canoe yawl  successors Cherub II and Cherub III 
up and down the east and south coasts of England. 
His cruises  in Cherub and Cherub II were quite 
adventurous as they were completed aboard small 
centreboard boats of around 20 ft LOA with lifting 
cabin tops and otherwise were essentially dayboats.  
He also cruised on the east coast of Ireland aboard 
a 13 ton yawl Quest in 1906 and  on  the west coast 
of Scotland . A number  of  his designs were built for, 
or  later acquired by Irish  owners and some of these 
were members of the Irish Cruising Club. Three of 

their boats were  built in Ireland.

Sheila is a 25 ft canoe yawl built in 1904/05  by  
Robert Caine of Port St Mary.  She was built for Robert 
Groves, an artist friend of Strange, who replaced he 
with the larger Sheila II. She is still sailing in English 
ownership in the Isle of Man. In 1920 she came into 
the ownership of Pat Walshe, ICC,  and of the Humber 
Yawl Club, who  bought her from Groves, from whom 
in 1922 he also  bought  the larger Sheila II.  Sheila 
was fully restored a few years ago and is currently 
advertised for sale in the UK. How about  a piece of 
yachting history  for  a mere € 20k anyone?

Another notable Strange designed yacht with an 
ICC owner was Imogen, a 26 ft LOA transom sterned 
Ketch designed in 1911 and built by Luke of Hamble, 
which was sailed singlehanded from Limerick to Las 
Palmas in the Canary Islands   by Captain Otway 
Waller of Dromineer in 1930. Waller designed and 
used twin running sails and found them of great 
utility making several  daily runs of over 100 miles 
while self steering, good going for a vessel only 22ft 
LWL. Maurice Griffiths commented  “ In inventing 
this rig Capt. Waller made a great contribution  to 
the rigging of small sea going yachts”. Eric Hiscock 
copied the rig for Wanderer II and III and made great 
use of it for his many trade wind passages.  Waller 
subsequently  resigned from the ICC and led a 
colourful life which has been reviewed in an earlier 
Newsletter. Imogen is still sailing having been 
restored in recent years.

Gretta, a  28 6in  ft LOA canoe yawl was  built in 1912 
by Mahony in Kingstown [sic] for one S.T. Robinson 
of Dublin. Apparently she was built to the same 
plans as Cherub III, Albert Strange’s last yacht. Gretta 

Sheila

By David Whitehead
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later moved to the west coast of England or north 
Wales and was reportedly wrecked in the Mersey 
some time in the 1950’s. I do not know if Robinson 
was ever a member of the ICC but if someone can fill 
in some more detail on the boat or its owner it might  
be interesting. Perhaps a Dublin based member 
with access to membership records of the clubs in 
the Dublin area  and   Loyds Register of Yachts from 
1912-1915 could help. 

Also from 1912  was one of Strange’s most famous  
designs, Sheila II, built by Dickies of Tarbert for 
Robert Groves, who used her extensively as a base 
for painting and sketching on the west Coast of 
Scotland. Sheila II was another canoe yawl, 31ft7in 
LOA. Sheila II was brought to Ireland by Pat Walshe 
as a replacement for Sheila some time in  1922. 
Later  she was owned by ICC stalwart Paddy O’Keefe 
of Bantry, who cruised her extensively and some 
of her logs are to be found in ICC annuals of the 
late 1930’s and 1940’s. Sheila II was subsequently 
acquired by Adrian Hayter who sailed  her out to 
New Zealand and wrote an account of this voyage in 
his book “ Sheila in the Wind”. She was last known 
to be  still in New Zealand,  based in Auckland but 
was reported incovered  storage awaiting a saviour, 
having been damaged some years ago.

Venture, Strange’s last design before he died, was  a 
counter sterned  yawl of 29ft 4 in LOA  and was built 
in 1920 by Wooden of Oulton Broad for a Mr.H.J. 
Suffling. She was  later  owned by the Strange fan 
Pat Walshe, a member of the Royal Irish Yacht Club 
and Howth Yacht Club. Venture was converted to 
Bermudian rig and was at one time in the ownership 
of Ian Taggart and based  in the UK. She has since 
had a full restoration and has been converted back 

to her original gaff rig and still  sails in the  UK.
A Strange design well known to the ICC   is Nirvana 
of Arklow, a canoe yawl of 36 ft 9in LOA built in 1925 
by Jack Tyrell in Arklow and owned and cruised  by 
ICC founder member and Commodore  A.W ( Billy) 
Mooney who was  the second winner of the Faulkner  
Cup in 1932 for the log of a cruise in Nirvana that 
year. Nirvana is still cruising and until recently was 
owned and restored by the boatbuilder Peter Clay 
who based her on the south coast of  England. 

Nirvana had a doghouse added in earlier times 
and this has now been removed which has greatly 
improved her appearance.

Charm is  yet another canoe yawl, 30 ft LOA, built in 
1927  by Richardson in Dublin. She was owned for a 
number of years by ICC member Tommy Cobbe and 
based in Malahide.  Jack Wolfe served his cruising 
apprenceship aboard her in the late 1940’s. and 
Brian Hegarty also sailed on her in the late 1950’s  
Charm was an active participant in ICC activities 
and features in a number of Annuals from  that 
era. Charm was last reported as having been fully 
restored and is based on the east coast of England.

Albert Strange’s designs  were good looking, well 
proportioned yachts and  reported to be very practical 
cruisers, with well thought out accommodation, good 
sea manners and decent sailing performance. While 
they belong to another era their qualities are such 
that a significant  proportion of them have survived 
and the whereabouts of about 40 yachts built to  
Strange designs are presently known. Considering 
that about 50 of his designs were apparently not 
built, this represents a survival rate of around  a 
third of all his designs. The oldest , Viking, was 
built in 1886 and the youngest, Emerald  in 1938.  
Over thirty  of his designs were built in the years 
after Strange’s death so  one must conclude that 
they were been attractive to several generations of 
cruising yachtsmen.
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Regional Round Up
Northern Notes

The Northern Autumn Rally was held in conjunction 
with Royal Ulster Yacht Club on 29th /30th August 
in Strangford Lough. Thirteen boats mustered on the 
pontoons in Strangford, Co Down  including  Alan 
Markey who had made the trip from Howth.   After 
a  drinks’ reception hosted aboard Blue Squirrel 
by Greg Taylor, Rear Commodore of RUYC,  forty of 
us enjoyed a meal in the Lobster Pot restaurant in 
Strangford village.

A leisurely start to the day took us to Quoile Yacht 
Club 40 minutes away. There we met up with seven 
more boats belonging to ICC members and in the 
evening sixty of us gathered on the pontoons for a 
reception hosted by Stanton Adair Rear Commodore 
(North).

Members of the Quoile Yacht Club are renowned for 
their warm welcome and hospitality and we had a 
marvellous barbeque. Following the meal, Ronnie 
Crosby on guitar and Derek Whyte on squeezebox 
entertained us and the clubhouse resounded to the 
massed choirs of the ICC, RUYC and Quoile YC .

After such a disappointing summer weatherwise, 
we were fortunate that it was such a sunny weekend 
for our end of season get-together. Thanks are due 
to all who helped organise the event – to Peter 
Bullick; to Tony Weston who at short notice made 
the final arrangements; to Derek White (Strangford 
pontoons) and to Julie Chambers and her team who 
worked so hard behind the scenes catering in the 
Quoile Yacht Club
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East Coast Notes
By John Bourke 

Lunches were held in 
February and April in 
downtown Dublin Clubs. 
They were well attended 
with over sixty member 
and guests at each of 
them. These off-season 
events will continue, 
allowing members to 
meet up and to introduce 
others, many of whom 
could potentially be new 
members. The next lunch 
is on 16th October which 
will be followed by the 
East Coast Christmas 
lunch in the National 
Yacht Club on December 

11th.

The joint East and North rally to Newry at the end of May was 
a great success, organised by Tom Fitzpatrick and Graham 
Chambers. With up to 15 boats in the lock at the same time, 
there was excitement and a worthy level of co-operation. 
Later in the season there was a successful visit to Greystones. 

An eagerly awaited visitor was “Huff of Arklow”, a boat that 
saw much of the middle history of our Club. Designed by Uffa 
Fox, she was built by Tyrells of Arklow in the early 1950’s for 
Douglas Heard, then Commodore of the George. She was a 
“flying 30” based on the hull shape of the “flying 15” which 
many of us know and some of us have sailed. She was 44 
feet overall and a very big boat for the time. She did not win 
the Fastnet Race as had been the ambition, but she raced and 
sailed at home and away with distinction for many years. 
She undertook what then were a number of ground breaking 
cruises, such as out and back to the Azores and other far flung 
places. Jack Mackeown ICC acquired her from Douglas in 
the early 60’s and carried on in like manner. I was fortunate 

enough to crew on 
her extensively 
over his years of 
ownership. She left 
Ireland in 1968, 
and later suffered 
some serious 
fire damage and 
was abandoned. 
Happily she was 
rescued, rebuilt 
and painted white. 
Since then she again been refurbished, and looks quite her 
old self in gleaming dark blue. 

A link between the past and the present is that in the mid 60’s, 
“Huff” went up to Newry for a similar ICC event organised 
by Rory O’Hanlon, our past Commodore of happy memory. 
Her small engine was somewhat unreliable, so that having 
made it to the entrance lock, we carried a spinnaker without 
a main, up the canal and in to Newry docks. Jack was a superb 
helmsman of the old school, and rounded her up against the 
key wall, inch perfect. One wonders if this would be permitted 
today or if so, whether many of us would contemplate such 
wild manoeuvres.

South
By Brendan O’Callaghan 

The South held a mid September Raft-Up in Cork Harbour, 
anchoring just east of Cobh.  Organised by  Vice Commodore, 
Dan Cross, 10 ICC boats, with about 50 members and guests 
on board, attended the very convivial gathering in dry 
conditions with just a light breeze and occasional autumnal 
sunshine. There was plenty of chat and craic before the fleet 
disentangled itself in the usual seamanlike manner. Most of 
the boats attending were based in Cork Harbour, but Donal 
Walsh, on Lady Kate, was a very welcome visitor, from his 
Dungarvan base. Among the attendance was the Admiral of 
the Royal Cork Cork Yacht Club, Pat Lyons - and his lady wife 

Ann (both ICC). It may be noted that we have a member who 
out-ranks even the highest-ranking Officer in the Irish Navy!!
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Western Wanderings
For many in the west, this past 
summer was what Rory Casey 
termed “a quiet summer”. It is 
probably safe to say that there 
was significantly less local 
cruising, due in no small part 
to the somewhat inclement 
weather we all experienced.
Jarlath Cunnane flew to Lisbon 
to help Matt Molloy deliver his 
boat Eccentric Lady back home 
to Westport. They departed 
Lisbon in fair weather, and then 
had to plough into headwinds 
along the Portuguese west 
coast and eventually bashed 
all the way to Castletown Bere, where they were storm-bound 
for 3 days. Enough to make anyone give up sailing
Alex Blackwell helped  a friend deliver his classic 50ft yacht 
Solution from Horta to Cork. Designed by the Danish-American, 
K. Aage Nielsen and built in Maine in 1963, Solution took 
part in the transatlantic race from Newport, RI to Cowes. She 
sustained significant rudder damage during a knockdown and 
was diverted to Horta.  About half way home Alex was tossed 

through the cabin and landed, breaking several ribs. As standing 
watch was far preferable to lying in a moving berth, it was 
business (almost) as usual for the rest of the delivery. A visit to 
Cork hospital on arrival confirmed the damage, and put paid to a 
long planned cruise to Galicia to join a rally in the Rias.
 Conor O’Byrne had a very pleasant 3 week cruise from Galway 
to the Hebrides (via Barra, Skye, Canna, Mull, Islay) and back. 
Justin McDonagh and family completed their Atlantic 
preregrinations aboard Selkie.. Leaving the Bahamas, thirty 
days sailing had them, one early July morning, in a perfect 
camouflage of grey, searching for the beacon at Baltimore. All 
are glad to be home where the younger half of our crew know 
there is nowhere like Sherkin. 

John Coyne and his wife Mary left Galway to go the Tall 
Ships Festival in Belfast. After sitting out gales in  Inishbofin 
they eventually reached Belfast via Tory and Portrush. They 
had a marvellous four days in Belfast at the Tall Ships and 
subsequently, an ad hoc circumnavigation of Ireland , returning 
to Galway in about three weeks 
Vera Quinlan, and family , sailed  Danu south from Kinvara  
trying to outrun a fast approaching front As the wind hit 35kt, 

they ploughed through very steep and confused seas. For  4 
weeks they cruised and dodged depressions, from Valentia to 
Crookhaven, They spent a week either anchored off Baltimore 
or Sherkin depending on which way the gales were blowing. 

Michael Brogan took his Galway Hooker MacDuach to first 
Ballina Quay Regatta since the 90s in June Departing  Kinvara, 
on 4th June they had a very lively sail in gale force winds to 
Rosmoney under mizzen and foresails, They were accompanied 
by a local flotilla to Ballina Quay and a typical Mayo reception.

Peter Haden Papageno reports that in July whilst cruising 
in the Rias Bajos, Galicia, he met ISHA, a small wooden yacht 
flying a Russian flag and displaying St. Petersburg as port of 
registry. Enquiries revealed that she was built about 1972 in 
Newtownards and is a full sister ship to Donald Street’s Iolaire. 
The Russian family have very little information on the early 
years and who the first owner was. Peter will be delighted to 
pass on any news.. 
Sean O’Loughlin reports cruising the Balearics this year in 
Sundowner. together with John O’Donnell and Ray O’Toole,. In 
unpleasantly hot conditions they sailed from Almerimar direct 
to Ibiza then to Formentera, Mallorca, and Menorca before 
returning to Almerimar

John O’Dea spent August sailing Galicia aboard their Westerly 
Falcon Toby Too – Northwards on the Rias Baixas (Vigo, 
Pontevedra including Aldan, Arousa, Muros and Finisterra) and 
the Islas; Cies, Ons, Salvora and others, by Cabo Finsterra, Costa 
da Morte to A Coruña

Western Navigation notes: 

• The Mayo visitor moorings continue to be serviced on an  
    annual basis. They now all have a usable bridle / pennant with     
   a pick-up buoy.

 

• The one viable spot for anchoring off Clare Island has been  
    blocked by an underwater cable marker buoy.
• Kilrush Marina: The channel has been dredged and the marina  
   and boat yard have seen a major overhaul.

By Alex Blackwell



Norman Kean, who was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Institute of Navigation earlier this year, was 
presented with his certificate by the Institute’s 
Patron, the Duke of Edinburgh, who even managed 
to smile at the photographer in July.

The citation reads “In recognition of his contribution to Irish  
literature, including the Irish Crusing Club Sailing Directions.” 
Somehow the word “maritime” was omitted from the text before 
‘literature’. However it looks much better in the attached photo! 
Norman was proposed by two Irish Fellows of RIN: Paul Bryans 
(ICC) and Stuart Ruttle (ex-CIL). 
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ScuttleButt
Neil Hegarty and Anne Kenny continue their voyage up the east coast of the USA. 
Whilst in Annapolis Neil presented his copy of the latest Newsletter (including 
the WMN article about the early days of the Fastnet race) to Brendan Donegan 
(his cousin) who is the only surviving son of “Young Harry” and is the grandson 
of Skipper Donegan. Naturally the Donegans keep up the sailing tradition and 
Brendan’s daughter Sarah cruises and races extensively including a race to 
Bermuda.

What Seacock?

I wouldn’t sail without ... a boom brake
By John Duggan

The one pictured (on Hecuba) is made under the Admiral brand 
and is about a third cheaper than the apparently identical Walder 
model, working out at about 300 euro for a 40 foot boat. As well as 
being a huge worry-saver downwind, it can also be used to steady 
the boom in sloppy seas or to tame it when stowing or reefing the 
main. One important advantage is that there is no danger to hands 
from a runaway line when gybing. Two skippers who had broken 
booms before fitting a boom brake recommended it to me and I 
cannot recommend it highly enough.
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Stephen Harris
Stephen Harris started messing about in boats during stays at their holiday home in Dunmore East. Later he 
graduated to a “boat sitter” and would be asked to look after yachts awaiting suitable weather to continue 
passages.  Regular visitors included Asgard (old) , Creidne and Asgard 2  which lead eventually to a stint 
as relief Bosun in the 80’s on Asgard 2. Currently he sails a Beneteau 40.7 which has been used for Club 
racing for a number of years. He makes the bold claim that his children are able to fend for themselves and 
consequently, he, and wife Joan, intend to cruise more extensively in the coming years

Dermot O’Morchoe
Dermot O’Morchoe started sailing early, primarily with his uncle David Nicholson (ICC). A move  to Wexford 
in the 80’s involved the Mermaid class and he won the National Championship a number of times. More 
recently he has been involved in a long term project sailing Eddie Nicholson’s (ICC) Najad from Sweden via 
Spain and the Azores to St Lucia on the ARC. More recently the boat has travelled up the East Coast of North 
America and this year expects to visit Greenland. 

Galicia is not just a stepping stone to the Med. 

I met a group of yachtsmen in La Coruna on their way 
to the Mediterranean. They were also planning to visit 
Bayona and felt that they had ‘done’ Galicia. I was cross 
as I love Galicia and the Gallegos having spent many 
summers cruising this area.  Sadly many who are on their 
way to somewhere else fail to discover the real Galicia 
which can stand up as a wonderful place itself and 
deserves to be explored at a leisurely pace.

The legend is that the Lord made the world in six days 
and on the seventh he rested wiith his hand placed on 
Galicia, his finger representing the Rias Baixes.  These rias 
or estuaries run deep into the hinterland with an ever-
changing vista of mountains, forests and beaches. 

In my opinion you have to get to know the warm, friendly, 
generous and kind people who are proud of their 
traditions and language. Learn some of their language 
and find traditional cooking and restaurants away from 
the tourist trail. 

Their food is as good as anywhere in the world and their  
fish second to none. 

The coasts have picturesque fishing villages, beaches, 
quiet anchorages and now splendid marinas with helpful 
and friendly marineros. Each town or village has its own 
character exemplified by its own unique saint’s day 
festival full of fireworks, dancing, processions and music. 

Galicia is indeed a yachtsman’s paradise and if you are 
not a miss a special part of the world, it must be treated 
as such. 

You may think I am biased. I am.

Point of View
By Joe Woodward

Islas Cies Pontevedra Galicia 

POSTSCRIPT
Peter Haden and a small team are putting together a programme for a 12 day ICC Rally in Galicia in July 2017. 

Further details will be issued later this year 


